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W hen you get far enough away from will know that at any moment wot could 
civilization, a funny thing happens. ‘You have make a sharp left turn, off the road:.. 
fun. Especially if you make your escape in and outta here. When the wild calls, an 


the all-new Four-Door Geo ‘Tracker. available four-wheel-drive model is ready, 
Its a whole new kind of SU Vv, for not willing and more than able. And a side- 


a whole lot of money. One look and people swing rear door opens to plenty of room, 


4x4 Krom $ 15,63 5° ( and that includes: destination charge) : 24-Hour Roadsic 


*$ 16,025 M.S.R.P of Four-Door Tracker LSi 4x4 as shown. M.S.R.P. includes dealer prep and destination charge. Tax, license and optional equipment additional. u , 
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Diving reminds 


everyone who 
does it that we 
are more than 


our jobs. 





Vibrations of the 


impossible 


By Dawid Taylor 


t was a typical airplane conversa- 

tion—two strangers sharing basic 

bios about family and jobs—until 
she offered an editorial comment on my 
career choice: “Why dive? Can’t you see 
fish in an aquarium without getting wet?” 

“Well, yes, I suppose you could,” I 
said as I began my tussle with a tear-resis- 
tant pack of complimentary peanuts. A 
polite response, but also a clear case of not 
coming up with the right retort when you 
need it. So now, a week later, here is what I 
wish I had said to the well-meaning sales 
manager from Iowa: 

“Yes, ma’am, you can see lots of fish 
in an aquarium. But unless you get wet, you 
can’t kick out over a coral wall’s wrinkled 
vastness and stare down into the dim void 
of liquid space. I dive because floating 
weightless in that 
other world does 
something magical 
and strange to you. 
Having been there, 
you’re changed forev- 
er, renewed, and you'll 
always see the surface 
world in a different 
light. That doesn’t 
happen walking 
through an aquarium. 

“IT also dive for 
the intense ‘now’ of 
it—the need to focus 
totally on the 
moment. Diving isn’t 
tomorrow or next 
week or the next quarter. Diving is so here 
and now that it makes time itself seem to 
slow: an hour under water feels more like 
15 minutes. It’s therapeutic to forget so 
thoroughly about ‘normal’ life. 

“I dive because there is no faking it 
down there. No dress code. No office pol- 
itics. Only the raw honesty of a shark or 
the unabashed innocence of a rippling 
school of fish, each existing only for itself. 
I dive because as a sport it challenges me, 
teaches me, broadens me. Diving reminds 
me and everyone who does it that we are 
more than our jobs. 


me and 
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“Most of all, I dive because I can 
travel. Visiting places like Brazil’s Bay of 
Dolphins or Mexico’s Nohoch Nah Chich 
cave—places that reverberate with the 
impossible—I am taken beyond the con- 
fines of normal. 

“You see, one of diving’s great gifts 
is travel. It breaks us out of the familiar 
routines of our daily cycle and puts us on 
the path of self discovery. By traveling, 
we find out who we are by seeing who 
we are not. The alone-time of travel gives 
us a chance to reconnect with feelings 
that aren’t allowed in the daily grind. 
Travel strengthens our self-confidence by 
forcing us to adjust to new and strange 
situations. It reawakens our ability to 
meet new people. 

“But, most of all, dive travel lets us 
recapture our sense of adventure. As kids 
we see the world through the eyes of our 
adventure heroes—from Huck Finn to 
Jacques Cousteau, Tarzan to Marlin 
Perkins, Amelia Earhart to Nancy Drew. 
The pressure to ‘mature’ robs us of those 
youthful dreams. But they don’t go away; 
dreams deferred become slow-boiling 
pots of bitterness. Travel lets us recapture 
a sense of adventure in our lives, to live 
the dreams of our youth. 

“Ma’am, I dive for all those reasons 
and maybe a few more. Now, can I help 
you with those peanuts?” 

Ironically, on the very day of this 
non-conversation I was flying back to 
Savannah to finish work on the special 
issue you’re now holding. Ironic because 
it contains our annual International Dive 
Travel Directory. All of our regular 
departments are here—as well as a feature 
on deep-space explorers and why they do 
it—but so is the most comprehensive 
directory of worldwide dive opportunities 
ever compiled. More than 500 separate 
operators and their vacation offerings in 
72 destinations across the globe and 129 
live-aboard dive boats. Travel Directory 
Editor Nick Lucey and his team busted 
their humps to get it right for one good 
reason: 

To give us plenty of ammunition in 
case anybody ever asks, “Why bother get- 
ting wet?” & 
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ee Le Big in features and safety, small 
.. Se ae in size and price, EDI is the latest 


be gn addition to SCUBAPRO’s high quality 


line of dive computers. New for 
1996, EDI stands for Essential 
Diver’s Information and that’s exactly 
what it provides. 
Packaged in it’s 
own sleek, compact 
console, the EDI 
takes the place of a 
submersible pressure 
gauge, computer, depth gauge and 
dive watch. 

EDI is the first really compact 
SCUBAPRO console to deliver so 
much information at such an 
affordable price. And you can replace 
your own batteries in the EDI, so 
there’s no down time waiting for a 
service center to do it. It uses pager 

batteries, obtainable 
virtually anywhere. 
They’re also disposable 
without harming the 
environment. 
ol : » Manufacturer’s suggested 
: ) SCUBAPRO sil ) 4 sretail price $449. 


Dive 
THM 


min The EDI is pictured with the High 
Pressure Quick Disconnect accessory. 
This unique device allows you to safely 
and quickly disconnect your valuable 
instruments from the first stage for 
storage and dive planning. 





F Essential 
' Divers 
Information 


Call 1-800-GO-SCUBA for more information and 
the name of the SCUBAPRO dealer near you. 


Internet: http://www.jwa.com 
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Feature 
DEEP SPACE EXPLORERS They are the Sir Edmund Hillarys and Amelia Earharts 


of the underwater world—seven over-the-edge explorers who have plunged deeper 
than anyone else on the planet. Their answers to “Why?” are as unique as their 
achievements. But for each, heaven is a deep, deep place. ~By Paul Kvinta 


Travel 
INTERNATIONAL DIVE TRAVEL DIRECTORY From the Canary Islands to Vanu- 


atu, Brazil to Zihuatanejo, here is the most comprehensive guide to dive destinations 
and operators ever compiled. Maps? Got ’em. Reader ratings of destinations? Check. 
Top dives in each area? Yup. Inclusive list of dive operators’ best vacation packages? Of 
course. Live-aboards? All 129 of them. Get a binder, hide it from the kids, just be sure 
you hang onto this tool that brings the whole world of diving to your doorstep. 
~Edited by Nick Lucey 


Diver's Handbook 


INSTRUCTIONAL There’s a lot more to buddy diving than jumping in the same 
ocean together. Take our quiz and find out if you’ve got what it takes to be a great 
dive buddy. ~By Jon Hardy 


DIVE MEDICINE Are divers properly trained to handle potential panic situations 
under water? A controversial new study offers some disturbing conclusions. Also: How 
to avoid hitting the big red panic button. ~By Dr. Samuel Shelanski 


VIEWFINDER In Part 1 of his series “Painting with Light,” an award-winning photog- 
rapher provides 10 surefire exposure tips for underwater lighting. ~By Franklin Viola 


is] |x) ip 


Departments 


BEHIND THE LINES With so many great aquariums, why bother getting wet? Answers 
from 39,000 feet. ~By David Taylor 


LETTERS Should divers ride the wildlife? A spudly way to defog your mask. Thirsting 


for freshwater conservation. 


SEAVIEW Join our petition campaign to save Klein Bonaire from vacation condos and 
tennis courts. Have you ever panicked under water? Tell us about it in this month’s 
Readers’ Poll. ~Edited by Keith Phillips 


GEAR BAG Our picks of the best sunglasses for divers—because you should take the 


sun as seriously as your pupils do. ~By John Francis 
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| 1 20 | FAR HORIZONS Photographer Bill Curtsinger shares some good pizza anchovies with 
Waders 


the dusky dolphins of Patagonia, Argentina. ~By Bill Curtsinger : OTE 5 GS 
Cover photography by Alex Kirkbride. 


Shot at Dragon Bay, east of 
Port Antonio, Jamaica. 






ot nn MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 


Sherwood’ new octopus 
regulator — the first to be 
designed specifically as 
an octopus. 


35% smaller than 
standard octopus. 


Reduced profile — 
less drag. 


Can clip to BC 
or slip into a pocket. 


Environmentall 
friendly to coral reefs. 


A Triax®case means 
extra durability. 


Ergonomically 
designed for quick, 
natural purging. 


Low volume. 


Easier to clear than 
a standard octopus. 


Performs in any 
position — 
even upside down. 


Tuned for exceptional 
octopus performance. 


Reduces 
chance of free-flow, 
conserving alr. 


Unobtrusive to dive. 
Provides comfortable 


Lig and Andrew Wight | air flow on demand. 
Professional Divers Filmmakers 


j ment, I wondered 
it had been since the crocs 
en I turned my attention 


-fora living, concentrating 
oe ng that perfect shot. So we 
~ need equipment we can feel confident 
about. Equipment we trust dive after 
dive in some of the most challenging 
underwater situations known. Even 
something that’s not used every dive, 
like an octopus. If I do need it, 'm 
sure it'll perform at a moments notice. 
“The octopus I use is also small, 
nicely streamlined. I know its there, 
always ready, but its never in the way. ; : 
“No worries, its Sherwood? - ; | eee pcaeuae 
-Liz Wight 2 Lockport, N.Y. 14094-2889 











Saddie Sore 

I was disturbed to see you running an 
advertisement in your December issue 
that endorsed riding whale sharks. Hav- 
ing worked with whale sharks for three 
years now, I find it troubling that so 
many divers feel a need to ride these and 
other marine animals. This is inappropri- 
ate, and divemasters who endorse such 
behavior are showing their biological 
illiteracy by saying it does not affect these 
animals. 

In my experience around numerous 
whale sharks, they are gentle creatures 
that will tolerate swimmers, divers and 
even boats without much concern. 
However, when these animals are 
grabbed, they will dive or swim away 
rapidly. This behavior is a flight 
response and means the animal is expe- 
riencing stress. 

Not only does riding put these ani- 
mals through a traumatic experience, it 
can be dangerous for the diver as well. 
I know of two divers who on separate 
occasions went for rides and were hit 
by a whale shark’s large tail when let- 
ting go. Both were amazed by the force 
and said the impact was powerful. It 
could easily dislodge a mask or regula- 
tor and even knock a diver uncon- 
scious. Aside from the danger, one 
diver riding a whale shark shortens the 
experience of being near such an 
incredible animal for the rest of the 
divers in the group, a definite breach of 
diving etiquette. 

CARSTEN KOOYMAN 
SCRIPPS INSTITUTION OF OCEANOGRAPHY 
LA JOLLA, CALIF. 


Potato Heads 

After returning from a dive vacation to 
Saba, I found your March issue in the 
mailbox and began to laugh about the 
mask defogger letters. 

Between our dives, and even at other 
odd times, our discussion was often 
devoted to this very topic. It seems that 
one of the veteran divers in the group, 
Mickey Fiverson, had come up with a 
homegrown version of mask defogger. 
Mickey started each dive trip by putting a 
potato into his dive bag. 

Each day he would cut a new piece 
off the spud and rub the inside of his 
mask lens, then pass it around for the 
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rest of us to use. 
At first it seemed 
odd, but by the 
end of the vaca- 
tion we were all 
lined up await- 
ing our turn 
with the potato 
slice. 

The interest- 
ing thing about 
“lens spudding” 
is. >that this 
method is even 
cheaper than 
dishwashing liq- 
uids'': Other 
advantages: It’s 
easier to carry 
(no chance of 
messy spills). It 
helps divers sup- 
port the potato farming communities of 
Maine, New York and Idaho. And final- 
ly, if the spud falls into the dive environ- 
ment, no harm done at all. A spud for all 
reasons. 

TONY PISCITELLI 
New Cry, N.Y. 


Freshwater 
Conservation 
I enjoy your magazine tremendously 
and appreciate your concerns about our 
oceans, reefs and marine life. I too share 
these concerns. However, as a Tennessee 
resident, I am equally concerned about 
our inland waterways. How can I as an 
individual adopt a waterway, educate its 
users of the various ecosystems and pro- 
mote responsible usage of the water- 
way? While our lakes, rivers, and 
streams may not be as pristine and 
diverse as our oceans, they do require 
just as much care and concern. | have 
made many dives in lakes and also rock 
quarries and find the fish life to be just 
as interesting as that in our oceans. Any 
help you can share with me will be 
appreciated. 
DAVID ESTES 
HARRISON, TENN. 


Here’s a short list of groups doing good 
work in freshwater conservation: Amert- 
can Fisheries Society, (301) 897-8616; 
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WEAR IT ON YOUR SLEEVE: SEND US A PIECE OF 
YOUR MIND AND WE'LL SEND YOU A |00 PERCENT 
COTTON RSD T-sHIRT IF WE USE YOUR LETTER. 








American Rivers, (202) 
547-6900; Environ- 
mental Defense Fund, 
(202) 387-3500; Izaak 
Walton League of 
America, (800) 284- 
4952; Natural Res- 
ources Defense Coun- 
cil, (212) 727-2700; 
Nature Conservancy, 
(703) 841-5300; Trout 
Unlimited, (703) 522- 
0200. 


Teaching an 
Old Diver 

New Tricks 

A warning to old 
hands: 25 years ago, I 
was an avid and active 
diver. I logged nearly 
1,500 dives in three 
years. Circumstances in my life changed, 
and I didn’t dive again until 1995. I went 
to my local dive shop to talk about recerti- 
fication. I was offered a four-hour refresh- 
er course, but after some consideration, 
elected the basic certification course. 

I was sure glad I did. Some months 
later, I was on a dive in the Florida 
Keys on a boat where two of the divers 
had been away from the sport for a 
time. They had taken the refresher 
course. They were so unfamiliar with 
their equipment that their need for 
attention was a real distraction for 
everyone, not to mention the safety 
aspect. The crew was wonderful. Cour- 
tesy, however, should dictate that those 
away from the sport for a time should 
avail themselves of the many changes 
in safety and equipment in recent 
years. No doubt they and everyone div- 
ing with them would enjoy their expe- 
rience more. 

Louts SMITH 
NASHVILLE, TENN. 


Write to us: Rodale’s Scuba Diving, 6600 
Abercorn St., Suite 208, Savannah, GA 
31405. Fax your letter: (912) 351-0735. 
Or e-mail us: RSDmgzn@aol.com. Include 
your address and phone number. We'll 
send you an RSD T-shirt if we use your 
submission. 
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International Destinations 
and Dive Sites 


Get the scoop on many of the 
destinations and sites found 
in this issue. Click through 
the RSD Destination Index to 
find maps, photos, dive site 
descriptions and general des- 
tination info. 


@ 


Top 100 
The best of the best, the cream 
of the crop, the Fortune 100 of 
diving. Our readers rate dive 
destinations, operators, resorts 
and live-aboards around the 
world in our annual Readers’ 
Choice Awards. 


@ 


Equipment Reviews 
ScubaLab is online with com- 
parative equipment 
reviews—the only ones you'll 
find on the internet. Check our 
results before you buy. 


@ 


U.S. Destinations 
Looking for something to do 
this weekend? The U.S. portion 
of our Destination Index has 
grown to cover every region of 
the country. 





http://www.scubadiving.com/ 
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The prepared diver dives with DAN. 


DAWN members receive exclusive dive and travel benefits: 


e Eligibility for up to $50,000 dive 


e 24-hour dive emergency 


hotline and medical information accident insurance coverage 
line based at Duke University 
Medical Center e Eligibility for diving’s only 


emergency ID — the DAN Tag™ 
e Automatic $45,000 emergency 
medical evacuation ¢ Membership in the world’s largest 
association of divers, supporting 
e Subscription to Alert Diver vital research and services that 
magazine benefit all recreational divers 


e A free copy of the DAN Dive and 
Travel Medical Guide 


DAN membership is only $25 per year. 
Ask about diving’s best insurance value. 


Call 800-446-2671 


(Priority Code FF96) 


This message 
is brought to you by 


W Divers Alert Network NY 
Your Dive Safety Association 
ROLEX http://www.dan.ycg.org DAN 


CIRCLE NO. 114 ON READER SERVICE CARD 











“DON'T 
EXPOSE 
YOURSELF 


TO SKIN 
CANCER.” 


Dick Cavett, Entertainer and 
Television Host 





uring my years of interviewing, I’ve spoken with thousands of men about 
hin from music to melodrama. Yet, it’s important to me to also talk 
to men about the dangers of skin cancer. That’s because a few years ago, | 
learned that | had skin cancer. 


In fact, an estimated 700,000 Americans 
develop skin cancer each year. 


Fortunately, | was treated and today | have an active life talking about less 
serious subjects. If you think you may be at risk for skin cancer, take time to 
visit your health professional for a check-up. Talk to them about what steps 
you can take to reduce your chances of getting skin cancer. If you 
would like further information on other ways to improve your health, 
call the toll-tree number below for a free guide on healthy living. 


NATIONAL 


Call 1-800 955-2002 |AENS 


WEEK 
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STUART CUMMINGS 


DEVELOPMENT THREAT 








arl’s Hill, Ebo’s Spe- 
cial, Leonora’s 
Reef—the names of 
legendary Klein Bonaire dive 
sites are recorded in the log- 
books and memories of divers 
worldwide. But ecologists and 
dive operators on Bonaire 
fear that development plans 
for the island could spoil the 
crown jewel of the Bonaire 
Marine Park. 

“It would be devastat- 
ing,” says park manager Kalli 
DeMeyer. “I don’t see how 
you could develop Klein 
Bonaire without destroying 
the reefs’ integrity.” 

The Island Government 
of Bonaire is in a standoff 
with the private development 
company that owns the 
1,750-acre island. The govern- 
ment has flatly rejected the 
company’s plan to build a lux- 
ury resort and several summer 
homes. “They can forget 
about it,” says Commissioner 
of Tourism Jopie Abraham. 
“We will not allow any kind 
of development there.” 

But Maurice Neme, an 
Aruban who is the majority 
shareholder of the develop- 
ment company, says: “We’re 
looking at an upscale market. 





The toughest job you'll ever love, py.12 





There are people will- 
ing to pay high prices 
to live and vacation on 
a private island.” 

Neme says the company 
received permission to build 
when it purchased the land in 
the 1970s. At the time, island 
officials were pro-develop- 
ment, but today the govern- 
ment recognizes the economic 
value of protecting reefs. More 
than 25,000 divers visit 
Bonaire each year, spending an 
estimated $30 million. RSD 
readers consistently name 
Bonaire as one of the world’s 
top dive destinations (see “Top 
100” and “Reader Ratings: 
Bonaire,” RSD, Feb. ’96). 

The fringing reefs of Klein 
Bonaire have never suffered 
siltation or sewage runoff from 
development and are the 
healthiest in the marine park. 
Half of all boat trips run by 
Bonaire dive operators go to 
the small island, says Andre 
Nahr, managing director of 
Sand Dollar Dive and Photo. 
Klein Bonaire, located just 500 
yards off the leeward shore, is 
also Bonaire’s last undisturbed 
turtle nesting habitat. 

Jeff Sybesma, an attorney 
and marine biologist with the 
Environmental Division of the 
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Save Klein 
ON dalle . 









central govern- 

ment, has written 
an opinion stating 
that developers 
can be prevented 
from building 
despite policies of 











ee ee Ce ear 


Bonaire dive operators have asked that letters of 
support be addressed to: Island Government of 
Bonaire, Wilhelmina Plaza, Bonaire. RSD will collect 
these letters and forward them to the island govern- 
ment and CURO. Send your letter to: Preserve 
Klein Bonaire, RSD, 6600 Abercorn St., Suite 208, 
Savannah, GA 31405. 7 

To join a petition campaign supporting the Island 
Government of Bonaire’s stand against development, 
visit the Preserve Klein Bonaire page on our web site: 
http://www.scubadiving.com. RSD will provide periodic 
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the government 20 
years ago, but 


pressure from wealthy devel- 


opers makes any outcome 
uncertain should the issue end 
up in court. 

DeMeyer and Jack 
Chalk, president of the Coun- 
cil of Underwater Resort 
Operators (CURO), say the 
only way to guarantee pro- 
tection for Klein Bonaire is to 
purchase the island and make 
it a preserve in the marine 
park. But with an estimated 
purchase price of between $3 
million and $10 million, the 
problem is financing, says 
Abraham. The government is 
considering options including 
a land-swap with the devel- 
opment group, private fund- 
ing sources and financial 
assistance from the Nether- 
lands in the form of a debt 
forgiveness plan. Bonaire, 
Curacao, St. 
Maarten, 





updates on the web and in future issues. 


and St. Eustatius owe the 
Netherlands roughly 607 mil- 
lion guilders (US$337 mil- 
lion) and pay roughly 35 mil- 
lion guilders annually on the 
debt. If the plan is adopted, 
the Netherlands would for- 
give repayment of about 200 
million guilders if the islands 
agree to spend 60 million 
guilders to purchase land for 
preservation—including 
Klein Bonaire, Eastpoint on 
Curacao (see “Reserve 
Opened to Development,” 
RSD, Feb. ’96), a forest tract 
on St. Maarten, and a vol- 
canic crater on St. Eustatius. 
“T consider Klein Bonaire 
the property of the people of 
Bonaire and we are not com- 
fortable with the fact that it is 
privately owned,” says Abra- 
ham. “We believe that we have 
to do everything possible to buy 
that island.” —JOEL SIMONETTI 





wat? 


Always wear your seat belt. Jeep is a registered trademark of Chrysler Corporation. 


Jeep owners are a unique breed of people. They 
crave extremely large doses of fun, adventure, and free- 
dom. The fact is, nobody is more committed to satisfying 
those desires than we are. That’s why we created Camp 
Jeep: two days of fresh air, four-wheeling, fishing, hiking, 

















THIS SUMMER, 
SEND YOUR JEER TO CAMP. 





an outdoor concert, and more four-wheeling. or log onto our Web site at http://www.jeepun 
Experts will be on hand to give you one-on- paved.com to learn more about the only 4x4s 
one instruction in the art of off-highway driving. designed to take you to Camp Jeep — and beyond. 


You can talk to Jeep engineers. Try your hand at fly- 


fishing, mountain biking, and rock climbing. Jeep 


It all takes place just outside Vail, Colorado, 
August 9-10. Call 1-800-789-JEEP for reservations, THERE'S ON DYSON 
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DIVING EXPLORERS 


(5-Men 
Down Under 


end no resumes, but 
the job of your dreams 
is in Santa Fe, N.M. 
Landlocked and border- 
ing the Rocky Mountains, 
this semi-arid city is the 
unlikely home base of 
SCRU—the Submerged Cul- 
tural Resources Unit of the 
National Park Service. Travel- 
ing the world over for Uncle 
Sam, the 10-member team 
does it all under water: con- 
ducting archaeological or cul- 





tural resource surveys, dam- 
age assessments, body recov- 
eries and dynamiting naviga- 
tional hazards. 

“I consider myself a 
diver first, preservationist and 
then an archaeologist,” says 
Daniel J. Lenihan, 50, a trans- 
plant from New York City 
who founded the team 24 
years ago. “The kinds of 
things we do and environ- 
ments we work in would 
intimidate a lot of the archae- 


ologists out there.” 

With backgrounds rang- 
ing from commercial diving 
to anthropology, team mem- 
bers have explored sunken 
Japanese fleets off the Aleu- 
tians in the frigid Bering Sea 


Protesting for Paradise 


Cc onstruction continues on a new 
cruise ship pier over Cozumel’s Par- 
adise Reef despite a new round of inter- 
national opposition to the project. 

A complaint against the project, filed 
by Mexican environmental 
organizations earlier this 
year, is being investigated 
by the Commission for 
Environmental Coopera- 
tion. The panel was created 
by the North American 
Free Trade Agreement to 
monitor how well the Unit- 
ed States, Canada and 
Mexico enforce their envi- 
ronmental laws. “We've = ap 
received several com- (% 
plaints, but this is the first ~ 
petition that meets the cri- 
teria to require an official 
response,” says CEC 
spokeswoman Rachel Vin- 
cent. Although the com- 
mission has no power to halt the project or 
impose sanctions if it finds violations, “our 
recommendations will have the weight of 
the public shame factor,’ says Vincent. 

At press time, the Mexican govern- 
ment hadn’t responded to the complaint, 
which claims Mexico violated its own 
environmental laws by allowing develop- 
ment group Consorcio H to build the 
pier. According to the Mexican Center for 


SHIP PIER. 
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A DIVER EXAMINES CORAL 
TRANSPLANTED TO MAKE WAY 
FOR COZUMEL’S NEW CRUISE 


Environmental Law, the government 
failed to consider Cozumel’s marine sanc- 
tuary designation and local laws, and 
didn’t evaluate the environmental impact 
of the developer’s entire plan, which 
includes passenger termi- 
nals and an 18-hole golf 
course. 

‘This is the first issue 
the NAFTA commission 
has deemed worthy to fol- 
low up, so in a way we’ve 
had a certain victory,” says 
Gustavo Alanis-Ortega, 
president of the Mexican 
Center for Environmental 
Law. ‘‘What we want is for 
the project developers to 
follow Mexico’s environ- 
mental laws.” 

Pilings have been driv- 
en for most of the 848- 
foot pier on Paradise 
Reef, a popular shallow 
dive site. However, the CEC petition has 
already focused international attention 
on the pier. In February, a demonstra- 
tion by Greenpeace—timed to coincide 
with a tour of the site by Julia Carabrias, 
the Mexican environmental minister 
who approved the project—delayed con- 
struction for a day when protesters 
chained themselves to cranes. 

—ROBERT J. STERNER 
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and in the warmer 
Pacific waters of the 
Marshall Islands, 
mapped the USS 
Arizona in the murk 
of Pearl Harbor, 
confronted the cold 
depths and jigsaw 
puzzle of shipwreck 
remains off Isle 
Royale in Lake 
Superior, braved the 
treacherous currents 
of the English Chan- 
nel examining the 
CSS Alabama, and 
surveyed archaeo- 
logical remains 
under reservoirs 
throughout the 
Southwest. 

Those first 
reservoir assign- 
ments in the late 
1970s, expected to 
be only temporary 
projects, showed the 
need for such a team, 
and Lenihan readily 
agreed to continue as 
chief. In 1989, he led 
the team to Bikini 
Atoll on its biggest 


CusHy 
GOVERNMENT 
jOB? THE TEAM 
MEMBERS OF THE 
SUBMERGED 
CULTURAL 
Resources UNIT 
DECOMPRESS 
AFTER SURVEYING 
SUNKEN 
WARSHIPS IN 
BIKINI LAGOON. 





assignment: the first system- 
atic survey of fully loaded 
warships sunk during atomic 
bomb tests 50 years ago. 
Based on the survey, return- 
ing Bikini Islanders have 
turned their island into a 
unique dive destination (see 
“Nuclear Test Ground 
Becomes Underwater Park,” 
RSD, Aug. ’95). Lenihan ini- 
tially worried about the dan- 
gers from radiation levels and 
unexploded ammunition. 
After discovering the site was 
safe, he began to fear 
awestruck divers getting bent 
from dallying too long. 

“Anybody whose heart is 
not pumping as they swim 
down onto the deck of the 
USS Saratoga just is not 
alive,” says Lenihan. “You 
can approach it just like a 
plane coming in for a landing 
and swim from the flight deck 
into the hangar deck and see 
Helldivers lined up.” 

The job is not all diving 
adventure, however. Team 
members endure long separa- 
tions from family, tangles of 
government red tape, wicked 
seas and brutal extremes in 
weather. Even so—unfortu- 
nately for the rest of us— 
there is little turnover in Leni- 
han’s shop. “People tend to 
stay a long time,” he says. 

—DAvis D, JANOWSKI 
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Cold Warnor 


he Cold War ended 
in 1989, but try 
telling that to nauti- 
cal archaeologist Art Cohn. 
As director of the Lake Cham- 
plain Maritime Museum, 
Cohn is racing to protect the 
shipwrecks of Vermont’s Lake 
Champlain against hordes of 
Eastern European invaders. 

Colonies of zebra mus- 
sels were first observed in the 
Great Lakes in 1988 after sur- 
viving a transoceanic journey 
in the bilge water of European 
ships. In 1993, the invaders 
were discovered in southern 
portions of Lake Champlain, 
and by the end of 1994, they 
had spread the entire length of 
the lake. 

The mussels reproduce 
rapidly and can quickly choke 
a lake’s ecosystem. They use 
strong hair-like fibers to 
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attach to MEET THE 
solid under- ENEMY: ZEBRA 
MUSSELS 


water objects 
like ship- 
wrecks. If 
attached to 
iron, mussels aid the deterio- 
ration of the metal. The mus- 
sels have no degenerative 
effects on wood, but large 
colonies of mussels can 
obscure artifacts beyond 
recognition and the weight of 
a colony can collapse an 
unstable wreck. 

While some divers con- 
sider zebra mussels beneficial 
because of their ability to 
improve water clarity, Cohn 
and his colleagues are ina 
race to gather information on 
the lake’s multitude of wrecks 
before mussels overtake them. 
“We must salvage as much 
information as we can,” says 


THREATEN THE 
SHIPWRECKS OF 
VERMONT’S LAKE 
CHAMPLAIN. 


Cohn, who is planning a $2 
million survey of the lake 
using sidescan sonar to inven- 
tory wrecks. When an inter- 
esting wreck is discovered, 
divers don dry suits and 
plunge into the lake’s chilly 
waters (average temperatures 
range from the high 40Fs to 
the upper 60Fs), to survey 
interesting finds. Already, 





there are more than 200 
known shipwrecks in Lake 
Champlain, a large number 
considering only 10 percent of 
the lake has been surveyed. 
“We believe there is a vast 
number of undiscovered 
wrecks,” says Cohn. “Our 
goal is to locate and document 
these vessels before they dis- 
appear.” —JOSH LARONGE 


MARINE BIOLOGY 


Hunting the 
Giant Squid 


F or hundreds of years, giant squid have been the feared monsters of 
sea stories and the elusive prey of scientists who gather informa- 
tion on the deep-sea creatures only when decaying bodies and tenta- 
cles occasionally wash ashore. 

But lately, scientists are literally reeling them in. A giant squid 
was recently recovered off Australia, and December trolling expedi- 
tions in the deep waters of the Chatham Islands, 600 miles east of 
New Zealand, turned up three of the massive invertebrates. The lat- 
est find, hauled in with a net full of deep-water fish known as hoki, 
was a 26-foot-long juvenile female with |3-foot-long tentacles, a 
seven-foot-long body and a head nearly six feet long. She weighed 
nearly half a ton. 

Steve O’Shea, a marine scientist with New Zealand’s National Insti- 
tute of Water and Atmospheric Research, says the squid is one of only 
20 of its size recorded worldwide in the past decade. Although little is 
known about the reclusive animals, they are thought to reach lengths 
of 60 to 70 feet. 

O’Shea says researchers don’t know why they’ve found three of the 
giant squid in such a short time. ‘We certainly haven’t seen them for 
two years and all of a sudden we get three,” he says. “It could be luck, 
which I doubt, or it could be they’re coming up from the deep, or it 
could be a change in migration that has brought them to New 
Zealand.” 

Encouraged by these squid discoveries, O’Shea and Clyde F. E. 
Roper of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of Natural History are 
planning an 
expedition 
straight from 
Jules Verne’s 
20,000 Leagues 
Under The Sea. If 
O’Shea_ and 
Roper can raise 
$5 million by 
winter, they 
plan to take a 
four-person sub- 
mersible to 
3,000 feet and 
be the first to go 
face-to-face 
with a living 
giant squid in its 
habitat. 

**The sub is 
only seven 
meters long. That squid we got was eight meters and it was totally 
immature—so they grow a lot bigger,’ O’Shea says excitedly. ““Can you 
imagine that eyeball staring right into the submersible?” 

Yes, but who'll blink first? —IKAREN SCHWARTZ 
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Hitting the 
Panic Button 





ccording to a Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin 
sports psychologist, 
we divers are a nervous lot. If 
you've already read this month’s 
Dive Medicine column (pg. 32) 
you know the stats: more than 
half of experienced divers report 
having had feelings of panic or 


May's Question 


Have you ever 
panicked under 
water? 


Dial (800) Dive-LINE. Follow the 









near panic under water. That’s 
the finding of William Morgan 
after 10 years of study and sur- 
veys on diver panic. In one 
recent survey of 245 divers, for 


REEF BRIEFS 


example, Morgan found 64 per- 
cent of the women and S50 per- 
cent of the men report experi- 
encing panic while under water. 
These include cases with identi- 
fiable sources of stress (equip- 
ment failure, entanglement) and 
those unexplained cases of panic 
that Morgan thinks are related 
to individual anxiety levels. 

“Of those divers who 
have not reported panic 
episodes up to this point, it’s 
probable that a number of 
these individuals will experi- 
ence a panic attack in the 
future,” he predicts. Scary, con- 
sidering the obvious dangers. 

Now it’s your turn. Have 
you ever panicked under 
water? Tell us what you think 
about this phenomenon by 
calling our toll-free reader com- 
ment line, sending us e-mail or 
checking out our web site. We 
promise to keep all tales of 
panic episodes confidential 
when we publish the results in 
a future issue of RSD. 





© may 1/CALIFORNIA CHAMBER DAY ’96. Southern California 
dive operators will donate the proceeds from special dive 
charters to support the Catalina and Los Robles hyperbaric 
chambers. For more information, call (800) 348-3794. 


© MAY 4-12/OBJECTIF ATLANTIDE INTERNATIONAL TREASURE 
HUNT. Dive teams from around the world will compete in the 
search for $3,000 worth of sunken “treasure’’ hidden off Thai- 
land. For more information, call (011) 33-565 1-4217. 


© MAY 5/THE 14TH ANNUAL SCUBA EXPO AND DIVER 
EXCHANGE, sponsored by Wright State University, will be held 
in the Ervin J. Nutter Center in Dayton, Ohio. For more infor- 
mation, call (513) 873-3223. 


© MAY 11/MEDICAL INFO FOR THE RECREATIONAL DIVER, a 
series of free seminars given by diving doctors, will be held at 
Newton Memorial Hospital, Newton, N.J. For more informa- 
tion, call (201) 383-2121 or e-mail Dr. Dave Brody at 
DBrody@aol.com. 


© may 15/UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF LOS 
ANGELES meeting at the Los Angeles City Museum. For more 
information, call Murray Kaufman, (310) 277-2425. 


© MAY 17-19/ADEC 9. THE ASIAN DIVER EXHIBITION AND CONFER- 
ENCE will be held at the Singapore World Trade Center. For more 
information call (01 1) 65-393-43 10 or fax (011) 65-294-0286. 


© may 18/SEA ’96. THE 32ND INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL 
AND COMPETITION sponsored by the Underwater Photograph- 
ic Society of Northern California will be held at the the 
Paramount Theatre of the Arts in Oakland. For more infor- 
mation, contact Susan and Bill O’Neil at (408) 974-0685. 


©) MAY 18-19/THE WONDER OF OUR LOCAL WATERS, a hands- 
on display of native sea life in the New York area will be held 
at the Aquarium for Wildlife Conservation in Brooklyn, N.Y. 
For more information, call (718) 265-FisH. 


If there’s an event you would like included in Bulletins, send all 
relevant information at least three months in advance to: Bul- 
letins, Rodale’s Scuba Diving, 6600 Abercorn St., Suite 208, 
Savannah, GA 31405. Or e-mail us at RSDmgzn@aol.com. 

























Marquesas Keys, Fla. > 
Biological Warfare 
Since their accidental import 
into the United States more 
than 60 years ago, fire ants 
have wreaked havoc on every 
ecosystem they’ve encoun- 
tered. Their latest victim: sea 
turtles on the remote Marque- 
sas Keys. 
“We’ve got billions of fire ants here,” says 
Tom Wilmers, biologist at the Key West National 
Wildlife Refuge, a 375-square-mile tract encom- 
passing the islands |2 miles west of Key West. 
“We first saw them in one loggerhead turtle nest 
in 1990 and that number increased to nearly 50 
percent by 1994. We have enough ants to pose a 
clear threat to the future of these nestlings.” The 
voracious insects swarm turtle nests, devouring 
both eggs and hatchlings. To control the spread, 
researchers are studying an arsenal of biological 
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weapons, including a fungus, flies and other ant 
species that prey on fire ants. —LANCcE LEONHARDT 


Pensacola, Fla. > 

A Murky Past 

The oldest shipwreck yet discovered off the Flori- 
da coast once again lies buried under sediment, 
despite two seasons of tantalizing archaeological 
finds—including a coin dating to 1491 and a rare 
armor breastplate. 

The Spanish galleon in northwest Florida’s 
Pensacola Bay was reburied last summer when 
state funding for excavation ran out. Based on 
their limited finds, archaeologists still can’t say 
with certainty that the vessel is from the ill-fated 
fleet of Tristan de Luna, a Spanish explorer 
whose attempt to colonize the region in 1559 
failed when a hurricane sank his fleet just days 
after arrival. Partial excavation in the bay’s 
murky water has yielded hundreds of artifacts, 
from cannon balls and shards of Spanish and 


DIVING 


Aztec pottery, to insect wings, rat bones and 
olive pits. These finds may ultimately help identi- 
fy the ship, says State Underwater Archaeologist 
Roger Smith. —Davis D. JANOWSK! 















PATTY O’FRIEL 


Seychelles p> 
Gangster’s Paradise? 
You’ve’ successfully 
embezzled $30 million 
and now you want a hide- 
away that’s warm and 
sunny, has great diving and 
none of those troublesome 
extradition laws. 

Try the Seychelles in 
the Indian Ocean. According 
to the Associated Press, a $10 million “‘citizen- 
ship fee” will get you a new passport and 
immunity from criminal prosecution by other 
nations. The only exception: violent crimes or 
cases of drug trafficking within the Seychelles. 





We’ve been making high quality weight integrated buoy- Zeagle’s new 
e ancy systems in our own American factory, using skilled RAPTOR fins with 
, * Se hand labor, for over 15 years. 


aileron tip and 
flap give you 
In that time Zeagle has become well known for more distance 
i : with less effort. 
innovative features like our Ripcord weight re- 
lease, our in store custom sizing system, as well 
as our exceptional quality of construction and 


our lifetime guarantee. Zeagle’s’96 


RANGER BC 
Now that the others are trying to catch up, shoulder system 
it’s a good time to check out our latest im- Stier ce 

comfortable and 
provements and new products, as well as iemadpupeaale 
the things that haven’t changed, like our D-rings and 


superior design and service. larger buckles 
suit the way you 


dive. 
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For information call: 1-813-782-5568 














INSTRUCTOR TRAINING THAT WILL 


‘MAKE YOU...NOT BREAK YOU 


ig a ‘ 4 : : ‘ 
poe Ee = Join the team of quality dive instructors today 
~ fee, and experience the difference of flexible and 


affordable training with on-going support. 


You will take great pride in helping your 
students become well-trained, confident, 
enthusiastic divers. 


Join the elite group of professionals 
known throughout the world as 





| The Professional Diving Instructors Corporation P.O. 
— Bow 3633 Scranton, PA 18505 


CALL TODAY! (717) 342-9434 or FAX (717) 342-1276 
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Q OWN THE HOTTEST PIECE OF ‘ScUR; NA E 
OR RENEW NOW & 





$10,000 REBREATHER & SWEEF 


FREE BONUS GIFT! 


Sponsored by 


SCUBA DIVING 


THE | THE MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST _ DIVERS TRUST 


AN ALL EXPENSES PAID TRAINING VACATION TO 
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8 days deluxe Oceanfront Accomodations for Two 
plus Rebreather and Enriched Air Certification. 


(VALUE $3,368) 


> Welcome to the Silent World—by recycling your exhaled breath, rebreathers promise unique 
advantages over standard scuba: with almost no bubbles you silently penetrate the underwater 
world and enjoy extended bottom times. 

Now the promise has been kept: the first commercially available rebreatner—the Atlantis 1\— 
is waiting for you, the winner. So is Stuart Coves Dive South Ocean Resort in the Bahamas, where 
youll learn to use your new rebreather. So is a Technical Diving International instructor, who will be 
your personal trainer. All for tree. You just need to send in your entry. And the simple truth is... 


only 3 out of 100 readers will ever take the time to enter Rodale’s Scuba Diving 
$10,000 Rebreather Plus Sweeps. That means you've got a fantastic chance to win! Don't miss 
this special opportunity. Detach and mail your official entry Certiticate today. GOOD LUCK! 





To enter: Fill out and mail the attached official entry certificate. 


If missing, send instructions to: Rodale’s Scuba Diving, The Magazine Divers Trust 
FO, Box 7578 - Red Oak, IA 51591-0578 











GEAR BAG 


On a dive boat, your sunglasses 
should do more than just dilate 
your pupils. ~ by John Francis 








ith your farmer john 
peeled down to your 
waist, you slip on your 
sunglasses, lean against the bulkhead of 
the dive boat and scan the horizon, 
waiting. You squint into the glare, 
searching the cloud shadow on the 
water, evaluating the tide rip and the 
circling pelicans, still waiting. At last the 
moment comes, and you hear what 
you’ve been waiting for: “Dude! Cool 


shades!” 
Sure they are, and we’re 





SUNCLOUD 
“Chamonix 
All-Weather 
Rose” 


HOBIE 
“Phantom” 


MAUI JIM 
“Typhoon” 


BOLLE 
“Polarisant” 
(#474) 


COSTA 
DEL MAR 
“Multi-Sport” 


“Fisherman” 


“Roadside Blue 
Blockers’”’ 








all envious as hell. 

But factors other jgos 7 
than style are ar i 
important too, § osm 

like protection 
from ultraviolet 
radiation that can turn your 
eyeballs into playground marbles. 


§ 





Radiation Therapy 

I know, you’ve heard the UV rap before: 
that it causes cataracts, pterygium, 
photo-keratitis, macular degeneration 
and other scary-sounding Latin words 
that—whatever they actually mean—add 


Lens Tint Shade Polarizing Sharpness 


glass rose dark strong excellent excellent | warm, moderate wrap, $125 
well fed ae lenses, 
good coverage 
CR-39 dark dark strong excellent good way cool wrap-around $98 
gray small lenses, 
good coverage 
glass dark dark strong excellent good cool full wrap, $140 
gray controlled, medium size lenses, 
Type A good coverage 
acetate gray medium mild good fair like black- fisherman, $97 
and-white TV large lenses, 
complete coverage 
CR-39 dark dark strong good good’ comfortable, fisherman, $109 
gray tranquilized large lenses, 
good coverage 
acrylic gray medium mild fair fair like bad fisherman, $12 
black-and- eo lenses, 
white TV good coverage 
acrylic orange dark none poor fair electric moderate wrap, $5 
Kool-Aid fair coverage 
flashback 
MMM eh TROT 





Contrast 


up to a dog with a 
handle in your future. 

The good news is that virtually any 
sunglasses you buy inthe U.S. are 
required to deliver at least some protec- 
tion from ultraviolet radiation. But 
because shades also dilate your pupils— 
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looks 
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FRANK OREL/TONY STONE 


SUNGLASSES PHOTOGRAPHED BY STEVE ESSIG 
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Quick Grip 
Arm System 


Ikelite Arm System incorporates 
articulating arm with quick- 









release handle. 


Pox: 





The versatile Quick Grip Arm system 
improves upon other ball socket designs 
and incorporates a quick-release handle. 

Removable at the push of a button, 
the contoured rubber grip offers easy 
one-hand control when hand holding the 
strobe and remounting without changing 
the original adjustment. Larger alu- 
minum ball diameter, thicker clamp 
plates, and large wing nuts provide 
vastly greater holding power. 

This New Arm system fits all Ikelite 
housings and the New Nikonos V tray. 




















Specifically designed for the Nikonos V. 


The Ikelite N5 Mounting Tray is greatly 
reduced in size from usual camera 
mounting trays while providing attach- 
ment points for all Ikelite strobe mount- 
ing systems on either side of the tray. 
The design incorporates a rubber hand 
grip and adjustable velcro strap to 
provide comfort and security. 

This unique tray becomes an integral 
part of the camera, making handling of 
the camera comfortable even without a 
strobe attached. 

Also included is the Rapid Advance 
Lever for fast, easy film advancement. 


ASK Your Local Dive Sor 


IKELITE UNDERWATER SYSTEMS 
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BRIEFLY NOTED 


New Defog: Since our review of mask defoggers in the February issue, two more 
have raised their hands: GT-49 SEA STRAIGHT and SPARKLE. The first is a liquid gel, the 
second is a solid the consistency of car wax. I haven’t tested either yet, but past testing 
suggests that the thicker the gel, the longer it works. The distributor of GT-40 says if 
you don’t like it, you get a refund of |10 percent. For 
more information, call (800) 595-3383. For information on 


Sparkle, call (714) 378-1400. 


More Frames: Underwater photographers who burn 

film faster than air should check out the new 260-frame 

ProMag magazine back. Fits Nikonos V, Sea & Sea 
MotorMarine and other cameras. 
Call SEA Mac Inc. at (714) 858- 
5466 for more information. 


Dry Diving: Galleon Quest is a board game built around 
scuba diving for sunken treasure. Start a salvage company, buy 
equipment, dodge sharks and pirates, get rich or go broke, all 
while drinking cocoa in your jammies. Not a kids’ game; the 
rules are complex because the game is meant to be realistic. 
From LiFEQuEST LTD., (800) 455-6962. 


letting more of whatever radiation the 
lens doesn’t stop into your eyes—some 
protection might not be enough. 

At a minimum, look for a sticker that 
says something like “UV protection— 
ANSI general purpose.” That means the 
glasses block at least 60 percent of UV-A 
and 95 percent of UV-B radiation. (The 
ultraviolet spectrum is divided into “A,” 
“B” and “C” segments with progressively 
shorter wavelengths; “C” is absorbed by 
the atmosphere.) 

ANSI (the Ameri- 
can National Standards 
Institute) has a slightly 
stiffer special-purpose 
standard found on 
many sunglasses: 60 
percent of UV-A and 99 
percent of UV-B. Other 
glasses claim 100 per- 
cent protection against both UV-A and 
UV-B. 

After UV protection, look for polar- 
ization to reduce the glare from the 
water. Have you ever been mystified by a 
divemaster’s description of a reef struc- 
ture? “See that dark streak just to the left 
of the boat? That’s the canyon cutting 
through the reef.” If you couldn’t see a 
thing, it was probably because you 
weren’t wearing polarized sunglasses. 

Another nice feature is optically cor- 
rect lenses, which are distortion-free. Dis- 
tortion, like glare, won’t damage your 
eyes, the experts say, but both can give 
you a headache at the end of the day. 

Glass or plastic lenses? Plastic is less 
likely to break, more likely to scratch. 
Even salt crystals can scratch some plas- 
tic lenses. Likewise, flexible frames are 
less likely to break but can’t be adjusted 


The current 
fashion for 
small lenses 
might be worse 
than useless 
on a boat. 





to fit well. You choose. 

More good news: it’s no trouble to 
find sunglasses with polarized lenses that 
meet the ANSI special-purpose standard 
for about $12. Try Wal-Mart if you 
don’t believe me. 


The High Price of Style 
So why spend $80 and up for famous- 
name sunglasses? Good question, partic- 
ularly when everything on a dive boat 
seems to find its way 
under someone else’s 
weight belt. Here’s what 
the high price buys you: 

me Credibility for 
the maker’s UV claims. 
Hobie, for example, is 
probably more worried 
about the Federal Trade 
Commission and the 
Food and Drug Administration than is 
the guy at the swap meet. 

> 100 percent protection against 
both UV-A and UV-B radiation. 

> More durable UV protection, 
because quality manufacturers sandwich 
their UV shield inside the lens instead of 
coating it on the outside, as is often the 
case with drugstore sunglasses. Those 
manufacturers say repeated wiping of 
cheap shades can rub off the UV protec- 
tion. (True? My six-year-old $12 sun- 
glasses still test at 100 percent UV pro- 
tection. But maybe I’m just lucky.) 

> Noticeably better optical perfor- 
mance—sharpness, glare reduction, con- 
trast, etc. You actually do see better 
through expensive sunglasses. 

> Better materials, like plastic lenses 
made from scratch-resistant CR-39 or shat- 
terproof polycarbonate instead of acrylic. 
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> And, frankly, all that money buys 
a lot of expensive marketing. 

Surprisingly, the best reason to pop 
for a big-name brand may be the wide 
variety of frame styles. Sunlight reflecting 
off the water is a big problem on a boat, 
and you need close-fitting sunglasses that 
shield your eyes from all directions. But 
most drugstore sunglasses follow the cur- 
rent fashion for small lenses, which 
might be worse than useless on a boat. If 
they don’t stop light coming from below 
and from the sides, all they accomplish is 
dilating your pupils. 


Reflection off the water increases the 
need for UV protection of your skin, 
too. More than a painful sunburn is at 
stake here: about 2,600 Americans die 
of skin cancer every year. As the ozone 
layer degrades, that figure is expected 
to go up. 

The easy prevention is a water- 
proof sunblock with a high SPF num- 
ber—the higher the better, since even 
waterproof sunblock washes off some- 
what. Some people with sensitive skin 
may react to high SPF numbers, so test 
a new sunscreen on a small patch of the 
skin on the inside of your forearm. 

As a diver, you need a sunblock 
that is exceptionally waterproof and 
that doesn’t migrate readily from your 
forehead to your eyes. Many sunblock 
manufacturers make “sport” formula- 
tions for this purpose. 

And don’t forget your lips, which 
have little or no melanin, the pigment 
that is your body’s natural defense 
against ultraviolet damage. Lip balms 
with SPF numbers as high as 30 are 
now available. 





Small lenses in a wraparound 
frame that fits your face snugly and 
accurately may be fine—until the frame 
gets bent slightly. Big lenses in a 
wraparound frame, or one with side 
panels like the traditional fisherman’s 
glasses, might be a smarter choice. Yes, 
the fashion penalty is stiff. But it’s better 
to look like a cataract patient than to 
become one. 

Our chart shows four examples of 
high-priced shades from companies that 
focus especially on water sports, plus a 
Bollé to illustrate ideal eye coverage. 
These five claim full UV-A and UV-B 
protection. Also included are two Brand 
X sunglasses for those of us on a budget. 
Both meet the ANSI special-purpose UV 
standard. Remember, finding a frame 
that fits your particular face is probably 
more important than finding one with 
the highest UV-protection claims. &) 





0 Web:suit. Diveskns I Mis is.¢ 
f movement and is ney 
ically sculpted to hug 
oft ond warm 


Dp. Fy 
il 0 JLDE \ Pr 


ee yer POLARTEC 21 
Poly-pile fleece 


: “by: Oztex, Inc, 7709 SW Nimbus Ave., Beaverton, OR 97008 Bscsadelal “DIVE — | 





CIRCLE NO. 119 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


CONSIDER ITA 








THE NEW, 300-PAGE, 1996 CARIBBEAN VACATION PLANNER 
It’s rich in adventure, culture and natural beauty. It’s a visit 
to the most inviting destinations in the world. And it’s yours 


free with a single phone call. 


CARIBBEAN COALITION 
Be our guest. FOR TOURISM 


Call 1-800-356-9999, ext. 318. Discover the Caribbean One Page at a Time 
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rise when you're behind the wheel. Its cab-forward design 


gives Breeze an aerodynamic slope and a very expansive 





windshield, so forward visibility is great. 6 Cab-forward Plymouth Breeze 
Nicely equipped at *14,595. 


design also widens the stance, and that, along with rail-through construction and 


a modified double-wishbone suspension, means Breeze’'s handling performance 





will more than live up to its name. And at $14,595," nicely equipped, so does its 


price. 6 For an extended forecast on the new Plymouth Breeze, stop in and see your 


ry | 
\ / 
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~ 


local Plymouth dealer, give us a call at 1-800-PLYMOUTH, or you can visit 


Piymouth Place™ on the Internet's World Wide Web at http:/www.plymouthcars.com. 


One clever idea after another \That’s Plymouth. 
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EXPLORERS OF THE DEEP HAVE ALWAYS HAD THE DECK STACKED AGAINST THEM. 
Society has always deemed “up” to be a very good thing and “down” to be 
something quite awful. The ancient Greeks celebrated an ethereal kingdom 
of nectar-sipping gods perched high on Mount Olympus, but trembled at 
the thought of Hades lurking in his deep, subterranean torture chamber. 
These prejudices remain with us today. Catch Jimmy Swaggart on a Sunday 
morning—redemption awaits the righteous high in heaven; teeth-gnashing 
awaits sinners in Lucifer’s deep inferno. 

The struggle then, for those explorers who would probe the earth’s deep- 
est places, extends well beyond physical barriers. Dropping into the abyss 
doesn’t carry the prestige of soaring to new heights, of being Sir Edmund 
Hillary or Neil Armstrong. Nor does it attract financing. “It is so frustrat- 
ing,” legendary deep ocean explorer Sylvia Earle has said. “Particularly when 
the government spends $26 million for one toilet on the space shuttle and 


then discusses eliminating the entire budget for underwater research.” 


SCUBA DIVING 





GWAlGra GU 
i dd 
FERRERAS| *7 
LULUE TUL 
WO-LIWITS 
FREE DIVINE 
KEECKL AT 
WORE THAR 
400 FEET. “I 
CAM EC 
DEEPEN," 





No one can question the desire to go 
deep that burns within the following seven 
divers. In each of their own ways, they 
have plunged deeper than anyone else on 
the planet, and they’ve done so with little 
to gain. They share many characteristics— 
the chutzpah needed to scrape together 
funds for expeditions; an appreciation for 
the mystery of total darkness; and ulti- 
mately, an understanding that beyond a 
certain point, there is no turning back in 
the exploration of the deep. Beyond a cer- 
tain point, pressure can cause a body to 
lose complete control. A chest cavity can 
implode. Oxygen can poison the blood. A 
diver can run out of air. Awful things can 
happen in the deep. 

Yet for these men and women, this is 
not hell. Only great depth grants the 
opportunity to witness unimaginable life 
forms, to observe the artistic merging of 
water and rock, and to test the amazing 
limits of mind and body. For these people, 
heaven is a deep, deep place. 


“I just do this for 
| myself,” sniffs free 
me) diver Francisco 
Ferreras, aka Pipin, aloofly. “If I break a 
record, that is great. If not, well, O.K.” 

Sure it’s O.K. He is Pipin, no? The 
people, they love him in Paris. They adore 
him in Rome. They worship him in 
Madrid. His phenomenal breath-holding 
plunge to 422 feet is, of course, muy 
increible. 

Will anybody ever free dive beyond 
500 feet? “Yes,” snaps the Cuban-born 
man-fish. “Someday. Somebody. Maybe 
me.” 

As of this writing, throngs of cooing 
journalists from Europe and Japan (where 
breath-hold diving is hot, hot, hot) were 
congregating near Cabo San Lucas on 
Mexico’s Baja Peninsula for a major inter- 
national event—the Great One was 
attempting to shatter his own record with 
a “no-limits” attempt to 428 feet. 

The obscure sport of free diving 
divides itself into three categories: “con- 
stant-ballast,” where the diver must wear 
a weight belt while descending and 
returning by fin power; “variable-bal- 
last,” where he can jettison the weight 
before ascending, and “no-limits,” 
Pipin’s category, which allows him to 
attach an unlimited amount of ballast to 
an underwater “sled” fixed to a line to 
speed the descent. 

After a certain point in free diving, 
the process becomes an intense mental 
effort at blocking out a myriad of physio- 
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logical roadblocks: the incredible pressure that 
vice-clamps the chest cavity; the bends (which 
Pipin has suffered twice), and shallow-water 
blackout during the rapid ascent via inflatable 
lift bag. Physically, Pipin trains for this gauntlet 
by jogging and lifting weights. Mentally, he 
spends hours meditating in a swimming pool, 
trying to simulate the psychological state of his 
dives. During the roughly three minutes it takes 
to torpedo to 400-plus feet and return to the sur- 
face, Pipin explains: “Nothing goes through my 
mind.” 

After taking the no-limits record from the leg- 
endary Jacques Mayol in 1990 and swapping it 
back and forth with Italian Umberto Pelizzari dur- 
ing the first part of the decade, Pipin now seems to 
have a lock on the deepest free-dive category. But 
for him, that is not enough. “I can go deeper,” he 
insists. “I’m just trying to see how deep.” 


BOWDEN “The whole purpose is to see the bottom,” 
insists Jim Bowden. “At that, I have 

KRISTOVICH fs 
i It is a strange confession from the 

- man who has plunged deeper on standard 
scuba gear than anyone on the planet. But for a single-minded spelunker like 
Bowden, depth represents simply another hurdle to overcome en route to a 
greater purpose—raw cave exploration. “I’m equally proud of my eight years 
of exploration in Belize,” says the 55-year-old Texan. “And my deepest dive 
there was only 46 feet. The idea is to go where the cave goes. Zacaton just goes 
straight down.” 

Zacaton, the infamous 1,080-foot pit in northeastern Mexico that snuffed 
out the life of cave-diving legend Sheck Exley, has hypnotized Bowden like 
Everest enthralled Edmund Hillary. A deeper submerged cave has not been 
found. On April 6, 1994, Exley and Bowden made the first attempt to bottom 
out in Zacaton together, descending rapidly into the blackness on two separate 
lines and switching gas mixtures all the way down. At 918 feet, Bowden ran 
out of gas and began his ascent. Exley never re-emerged. The loss shocked the 
cave-diving community and saddened Bowden—but it spurred him to contin- 
ue, not to quit. 

Fortunately, when Bowden launches the second full-scale effort to the 
cenote’s bottom—a solo dive, possibly this month—Ann Kristovich will head 
up his support team. Co-leader with Bowden of the Proyecto de Buceo Espele- 
ologico Mexico y America Central, Kristovich set a women’s deep scuba record 
of 553 feet in Zacaton in 1993, and she has only recently accepted that recog- 
nition as a positive thing. “I personally don’t feel a need for the sexual distinc- 
tion,” she says. “But there are a lot more women in technical diving now, and 
they want attention brought to the record, so that’s fine. It’s good to have role 
models.” 

The team’s second assault on Zacaton will differ significantly from the 
first. Bowden will wrap himself in seven tanks instead of five, and each will 
be larger; adjustments that will double his bottom mix. He’ll also use a 
decompression habitat during the final 30 feet of his eight-hour ascent, a 
move that he hopes will prevent the painful DCS hits he has experienced on 
past dives. 

If Bowden successfully hits bottom, the team can then focus on the next 
step—finding the possible connections between Zacaton and a handful of 
neighboring cenotes, like Caracol, a mysterious pit that sits virtually next 
door but remains completely unexplored. “Who knows?” muses Kristovich 
excitedly. “Caracol and Zacaton could be connected at 1,000 feet with one 
big room.” 
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For his second 
assault on 
Zacaton, Jim 
Bowden will 
wrap himself in 
Seven tanks 
and use a 
lecompression 
habitat during 
the final 30 feet 
of his eight-hour 
ascellt. 
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start playing in your 
mind,” says Stone. 
“You don’t know until you’re actually 


Things couldn’t have been there who can handle it and who can’t.” 
SLC STONE ENE. worse for Barbara am Ende After reconnaissance diving in the 
on the afternoon of April 29, 1,800-foot-long sump by Noel Sloan, 


eer ere | 1994. She was 3,975 feet Steve Porter, Ian Rolland and Kenny 
below the surface of the earth in Mexico’s Huautla cave system, huddled in total dark- Broad, Stone and am Ende negotiated the 
ness on a soggy platform suspended next to a deafening waterfall. The first stage on her cavern only to find an even more daunt- 
rebreather had just crapped out. Bill Stone, her significant other, fumbled to fix itinthe ing obstacle on the other side, after a 
blackness. One member of their expedition had recently died. Others had simply quit. stretch of dry passage—a monster sump 
Am Ende wondered if greater powers weren’t trying to tell her something. “Then, after that plunges at a 30-degree slope and may 
we decided not to dive that day, I found my sleeping bag was completely soaked,” she _ reach depths of more than 300 feet. 
says. “We tried to dry it off with the stove and succeeded in melting a hammock.” If Stone and his team can penetrate 
When am Ende and Stone successfully traversed the seemingly impenetrable San Agustin that sump on their return expedition in 
sump the next morning and kept alive exploration in the world’s most technically difficult cave 1998, they stand a chance of linking the 
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system to a set of resurgent springs at 
Pena Colorada, a feat that would drop 
Huautla almost 500 more vertical feet 
and prove it to be the deepest cave in the 
world. Logistically, physically and men- 
tally, a greater nightmare would be diffi- 
cult to script. “For one thing,” figures 
Stone, “I expect we’ll have to spend one 
full month completely under ground.” 


——_________._. 







Graham Hawkes’ 3,000- 
foot solo dive near Califor- 
nia’s San Clemente Island in 
1985 in the spherical sub- 
mersible Deep Rover could 
have been scripted by Tom Clancey. “We 
were trying to find a gentle slope to the bot- 
tom to run some routines,” recalls Hawkes. 
“But first we ran into a Navy munitions 
dump that wasn’t supposed to be there, and 
then there was this Soviet spy sub circling us. 
You could see the hammer and sickle paint- 
ed on it. We informed them of our location, 
but we couldn’t get them on the radio.” 

No missiles were launched, Hawkes 
survived, and somehow, despite the com- 
motion, the British-born inventor set a 
new solo diving record. He couldn’t be 
more unimpressed. “If a single pilot ever 
decided to go down in Alvin alone he 
would break the record easily,” he notes 
matter-of-factly, referring to the deep sea 
submersible at Woods Hole Oceano- 
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graphic Institution. Hawkes’ apathy stems from the fact that his goal lies much deep- 
er—the Mariana Trench to be precise, the deepest point on the planet. 

People have visited this Pacific chasm seven miles beneath the Marianas Islands 
only once. French designer Jacques Piccard and U.S. Navy Lieutenant Don Walsh 
plunked down into the trench in a steel bathyscaphe in 1960, where they sat still and 
observed very little for 30 minutes. Hawkes plans to roar back aboard Deep Flight II, 
his jet fighter-inspired, single-person sub with wide-ranging mobility and a 24-hour air 
supply. His prototype, Deep Flight I, possesses everything the second generation sub 
will feature with one crucial exception—a hull fashioned from super-strong ceramics to 
withstand water pressure that crushes at a force of eight tons per square inch. 

Hawkes hopes to launch his mission 
sometime in 1998, if he can raise the $10 
million necessary to build his machine. 
“Given that we need one-third the budget 
for an America’s Cup campaign,” Hawkes 
says confidently, “I don’t think we’ll have 
any problems raising it.” 









Few people have 
probed the deep ocean 


F as often or in as many 
different ways as pho- 


SS tographer Emory 
Kristof. “The French dubbed me and my 
crew the Nintendo Divers,” the 30-year 
National Geographic veteran chuckles, 
“because of the submersibles and ROVs 
that we use.” Indeed, Kristof has scoured 
the depths of all four oceans and a good 
many lakes with so many lights, lenses, gad- 
gets and so much artistic force that his 
images have largely defined the way we per- 
ceive the world thousands of feet below the 
surface. 

Kristof, in fact, was the first certified 
diver at the Geographic in the early 1960s, 
“but I don’t (Continued on page 113) 
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What do scuba 


diving and slow ALTHOUGH SCUBA DIVING, DANCING AND RIDING A 
dancing have bicycle built for two can each be done alone, the joy 
im common? of sharing these activities is half the fun. 


be Unfortunately, although most divers prefer to 
Acaoge? acer abripeicheg buddy dive—and are well advised to do so—many 


dive buddy. are not good buddies. As our own experiences con- 
By Jon Hardy firm, there’s a lot more to buddy diving than simply 
jumping into the same ocean with someone. 


The Keys to Buddy Diving 

As with any recreational activity, zealous overplanning and an obsessive safety-above-all- 
else attitude can take the joy right out of it. The purpose of scuba diving is not safety, but 
enjoyment of the underwater world. Only by placing the emphasis on the joy of sharing 
diving can we focus on the true keys to being a great dive buddy. 


» Defining the Comfort Zone 

=" ‘TO provide a margin of safety for ourselves, we should dive within our 
own comfort zone, which is defined by the depth, time, activity level and water 
conditions we’re comfortable with. However, when buddies dive together, the 
team’s comfort zone should be the comfort zone of the lesser of the two divers. For 
example, the faster swimmer should slow to a pace well within the slower buddy’s 
comfort zone. Although defining a common comfort zone may sometimes restrict a 
more experienced or fit buddy, by working together divers can create a whole 
greater than its individual parts. 






» Selecting Compatible Activities 

=" When diving with a buddy, your planned activities should be complementary, 
but not necessarily identical. Sightseeing and videography go well together, while close-up 
reef photography and drift spearfishing don’t. Compatibility also applies to skills: One diver 
may be better at compass navigation while the other is better at maintaining a constant 


depth. By finding ways to complement each other, both divers benefit. 
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Butlding 
Cooperation 
One school of thought holds that one 
buddy should be the leader, the other a 
follower. A more productive approach is 
for buddies to communicate effectively 
so that each diver can take on aspects of 
both leader and follower. Buddy diving 
should be an equal and cooperative 
relationship filled with communication, 
both in and out of the water, not a 
competition to see who can go deeper, 
swim faster or bag more game. Most 
importantly, in a completely cooperative 
relationship, either buddy can decide at 
any time not to dive or to terminate a 
dive in progress—and then cooperate in 
exiting the water. 





Reducing 

Stress 
Diving with a buddy should reduce 
stress, not produce it. To ensure that it 
does, make pauses together at each 
transition, such as the beginning of a 
descent or an ascent. When a long 
surface swim is needed, alternate front 
and back swimming with your buddy to 
reduce stress. 


C tips } Increasing 

—— i Mvareness 
The key to more relaxed diving is 
increased awareness of yourself, your 
equipment, your environment and, 
especially, your buddy. Increased buddy 
awareness can be achieved with a slight 
touch, listening to bubble sounds, a brief 
sideways glance or even holding hands. 
The goal of these techniques is to reduce 
stress and the likelihood of separation, 
while improving your ability to assist 
each other and share the dive by 
becoming more aware of your buddy. 


The How-tos of 
Buddy Diving 

The techniques of buddy diving are based 
on the concept of individual responsibili- 
ty. By agreeing to be a buddy, you incur 
both moral and legal obligations: to stay 
together, to help each other, to provide 
assistance in an emergency and to follow 
generally accepted dive procedures to the 
best of your ability. 


. Plan 

~ Together 
Alchoueh usually informal and verbal, 
‘dive plans should be written out for 
more complex and demanding dives. 
Whether verbal or written, dive plans 











should include: 

WI The dive’s purpose and activities 
General direction and route 

YW Cutoff points for depth, time, air or 
decompression 
How to change the plan. 

Most textbooks still say not to 
change a dive plan while under water, 
but recreational divers have been doing 
so since the birth of the sport. Dive com- 
puters, especially, have made diving more 
flexible, and divers should take advan- 
tage of this technology, which gives us 
the freedom to alter a dive plan when a 
special opportunity arises. 


C tip 7 ) Lismit 
the Group 


Buddy groups can include up to four 
divers. More than four divers becomes a 
group tour, not a buddy group. 
Threesomes have been criticized by some 
dive leaders and implicated in diving 
accidents and legal cases. It is not that 
three people diving together is wrong or 
fundamentally unsafe. But if one diver of 
the three is lost, it means that all three 
failed in their obligation to keep track of 
one another. 


tip =~ Check and 


You've heard it before: you check yourself, 
your gear and the environment; then you 
check each other, each other’s gear and the 
environment together. The more you dive 
with the same person, the quicker and 
easier this procedure becomes. In addition 
to pre-dive buddy checks, you should also 
share your experiences after diving as you 
log the dive and observe each other for any 
difficulties. 


tip? » Learn to 

=_—— Communicate 
eset ries of what form of underwater 
communication you employ—hand 
signals or gestures, writing on slates, 
sounds such as instrument beeps or 
tapping on tanks, even wireless voice 
units—the key is to agree beforehand 
which to use and how. One form of 
communication that is often poorly 
done is the sharing of information from 
instruments such as pressure gauges and 
dive computers. Rather than using hand 
signals or written notes, it is far more 


effective to show each other the 


instruments. Of course, this requires 
that buddies know how to read each 
other’s instruments, another aspect of 
pre-dive checks. 








— Together 

ne af the problems with leader- 

follower buddy pairs is that they often 

result in perhaps the worst possible 

positioning—one buddy above and 

behind the other. The keys to staying 

together are: 

VA dive side-by-side 

(| stay on the same side for as. much of 
the dive as possible 

(J head in an agreed-upon direction 

(J stay aware of each other. 

Brightly colored dive gear greatly 
aids in visual recognition of your buddy 
and increases the distance from which 
you'll be able to recognize your buddy. 
If visibility is especially poor, a buddy 
line (a short line held by both buddies) 
may be used. You can also hold hands 
or wrists at anytime during a dive to 
keep track of each other without look- 
ing. Some divers hold a piece of the 
other diver’s gear, such as a BC strap or 
gauge console, when the other diver 
needs both hands free. 


ea p 1 E> Mionitor Air 


Consumption 
Rs two divers will use air at exactly the 
same rate. Returning from a dive based on 
the air supply of the person with the least 
air adds another sensible margin of safety. 
If there is a significant disparity in air 
consumption, using tanks with different 
capacities can balance time in the water. 
Other techniques that can be used to 
balance in-water time include the diver 
with less air staying shallower but still in 
sight; the diver with more air performing 
any activities that would increase air use, 
such as filling lift bags, moving objects or 
carrying gear. 

A controversial technique used by reg- 
ular buddies and dive guides is to have the 
diver with less air breathe from one of the 
other diver’s regulators as they swim side- 
by-side, holding hands. This nonemergen- 
cy air sharing can be used to prolong a 
dive, make a safety stop, or swim under 
water back to the exit point. Those who 
oppose this technique believe that alternate 
air sources should be used only during 
emergencies, that recreational divers are 
not skilled enough to share air safely, and 
that it causes two divers to be low on air 
rather than one. However, those who use 
this technique believe that when used prop- 
erly, it can improve safety and enjoyment 
by keeping divers under water where they 
belong, while also providing skill practice. 
When using this technique, the diver with 












less air should have at least 500 psi, while 
the diver with more air should have more 
than 1,000 psi available. 


What to Do When 
Tihere are Problems 


No matter how long you dive, no mat- 
ter your skill level or your buddy’s, 
sooner or later you will encounter some 
underwater difficulty. 


Separation 

If you become separated 
from your buddy under water, stop, look 
around, rise a few feet, look around 
again, turn to the side your buddy was on 
and keep looking while backtracking 
slowly. Listen and watch for bubbles or a 
sound signal. Try signaling your buddy. If 
in a short period of time you have not 
located your buddy, slowly surface while 
continuing to look around. If you both 
follow this procedure, you will meet at 
the surface. If your buddy does not 
surface and cannot be located by bubbles 
at the surface, initiate emergency 
procedures for a lost diver. 

How long should you look under 
water? Most textbooks say one minute, a 
few say 30 seconds or two minutes. In 
real life, most divers take more time look- 
ing than textbooks recommend. 

Another significant concern is that it 
may not be prudent to surface to look for 
your buddy if there is an overhead 
obstruction (cave, wreck or ice diving), if 
youre in strong currents (drift diving), if 
you’re in an area of boat traffic, or if you 
need to decompress. In these cases anoth- 
er procedure is called for, such as meeting 
at an agreed-upon place under water. 





(tip 13) Emergencies 
~ An important part of being a 
good buddy is rendering assistance when 
difficulties occur so that they don’t 
escalate into an emergency. For example, 
one buddy becomes low on air during a 
dive that requires a slow ascent and safety 
stop. The best procedure is to share air 
before the low-on-air diver is out of air so 
that the ascent and safety stop can be 
made under control. Of course, this 
procedure requires a contingency 
agreement before the dive as to which 
regulator will be passed and how. 

The same concept can be applied to 
underwater problem solving. When things 
get difficult, divers should stop, breathe 
easy, get under control, and then take 
deliberate action. With a buddy, these 
steps should be taken together. If the 












action step does 
not solve the 
problem while 
still under water, 
then it is time to * 
surface slowly and 
under control. On the 
surface, the diver experiencin? 
the difficulty should establish positive 
buoyancy, first by use of the BC or, as a 
last resort, by ditching weights. This is 
where you as a buddy come in: If your 
buddy is not taking correct or timely 


ORT 2 
Answers 


|. Increase awareness with a touch or glance. 
2. Use brightly colored gear to stay together. 
3. Use an underwater slate for clear 
communication. 4. Learn to read each other’s 
gauges. 5. Reduce stress by alternating front 
and back swimming. 6. Share air 
when you have to. 


action, then you 
should move in 
and take action. 
In the end, 
the ultimate test 
of a great buddy 
relationship may be a 
Prescue, but the great joy of 
Buddy diving is the shared experience. © 











Jon Hardy, an active scuba instructor for 


37 years, has conducted instructor train- 
ing for NAUI, PADI and SSI. 
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High Anxiety 


By Samuel Shelanski, M.D. 


ave you ever panicked 
under water? Has your heart 
ever pounded so hard that 
you felt like you couldn’t 
get enough air? Have you been so disorient- 
ed that you didn’t know which way was up? 
Because of some stress—you were low on air, 
a great white was 
staring you down— 
have you ever lost 
control and acted irra- 
tionally? If so, then 
you’re not alone. 
According to a recent 
study out of the Sport 
Psychology Lab at the 
University of Wisconsin, more than half of experienced 
divers surveyed said that they had experienced panic or 
near-panic while diving. 

Dr. William Morgan’s study, published in the December 
1995 issue of Sports Medicine, suggests that for divers, mental fit- 
ness may be at least as important as physical fitness. The study 
also raises some serious questions: Do certifying agencies ade- 
quately address the dangers of diver panic? Can divers and 





A new study 
takes a hard 
look at 

the issue of 
diver panic. 


“AVOIDING PANIC 


There are some underwater situations that would cause any diver 
to panic. Turning around to find yourself face-to-face with a great 
white springs to mind. However, there are ways to minimize the 
risk of ending up in a situation that might result in a panicked 
response. 

> DON’T DIVE BEYOND YOUR CAPABILITIES. Make sure that you are 
experienced enough to make the dive you’re planning. A buddy’s 
training does not replace the need for your own. 

> AVOID GETTING INTO A SITUATION THAT YOU’RE NOT EQUIPPED TO 
HANDLE. Don’t try to squeeze in that last dive at dusk, unless you’re 
prepared to finish it as a night dive. And if you don’t have the proper 
equipment to make a certain dive, such as a wreck penetration, 
don’t try to fudge it and make do with what you’ve got. It’s better to 
pass on the dive and do it another day. 

bm STAY CURRENT WITH YOUR TRAINING. When was the last time that 
you practiced buddy breathing? How about a ditch and don? Cleared 
your mask? For too many of us, it was when we got certified, which 
may have been many years ago. It’s important to stay current with 
skills, and to practice skills that are appropriate to the type of diving 
you’re doing. 

> DON’T DIVE IF IT DOESN’T FEEL RIGHT. You may be eminently quali- 
fied to make the dive you’ve planned. You may have done it 20 
times before, but if something doesn’t feel right when it’s time to 
get into the water, don’t. Don’t let your ego get in the way of safety. 
Pass on the dive, and make sure you’re around to do it another day. 





MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 












potential divers who are prone to panic be indentified and treated? 


The Consequences 

There is little question that panic strikes divers, occasionally 
with catastrophic effects. Many experts, including Dr. Carl 
Edmonds, author of Diving and Subaquatic Medicine, believe 
that panic is the leading cause of diving fatalities. 

The National Underwater Accident Data Center (NUADC) 
attributes 19 percent of the scuba deaths from 1976 to 1988 to 
panic, with another 22 percent resulting from unknown causes. 
Many divers whose deaths have been attributed to drowning 
are found with adequate air in their tanks and no obvious prob- 
lem with their equipment. It is thought that a large number of 
these fatalities are the result of panic attacks. 

Panic is also implicated in many cases of arterial gas 
embolism (AGE). AGE results almost exclusively from rapid, 
often uncontrolled ascents. While a small number of these cases 
are the product of inadequate training or equipment malfunc- 
tion, the vast majority are divers who make panicked beelines 
for the surface. 


GEOFF STEVENS/EARTHWATER 








Aare You Adequately 
Trained? 

With panic being of such concern to 
divers, it seems natural that it would be 
covered in-depth during certification 
courses. Morgan, however, says that’s not 
the case. He contends that the major certi- 
fying agencies have downplayed the risks 
associated with diving as part of the grow- 
ing commercialization of the sport. As a 
result, Morgan says, many people who 
never would have taken up diving 20 
years ago—when it was still considered 
something of an extreme sport—have 
flocked to their local dive shops. 

Both PADI and NAUI refute Mor- 
gan’s claims that they ignore the issue of 
panic in their training. PADI issued a two- 
and-a-half page response to the study, 
which questions many of the points raised 
by Morgan and points out that PADI’s 
Open Water Diver Manual and Rescue 
Diver Manual, as well as their accompa- 
nying videos, specifically discuss panic 
and its associated hazards. 


Can We Test for 
Panic? 

While diving is significantly safer now 
than it was at its inception, there are still 
some very real risks every time someone 
enters the marine environment. It’s only 
realistic to assume that some of the vast 
number of divers who have entered the 
sport over the past several years are men- 
tally less well-equipped to cope with 
potential problems under water, and 
therefore may be more prone to panic 
than their predecessors. 

Is there any way to identify which 
divers are at higher risk of panic attacks? 
According to Morgan, there is. He claims 
that divers who score significantly higher 
than other divers on a test that measures 
“trait anxiety” are potentially at greater 
risk of panic attacks while diving. Trait 
anxiety is regarded as an enduring feature 
of an individual’s personality, whereas 
“state anxiety” is situational. Tests that 
measure anxiety, Morgan says, make it 
possible to predict panic behavior in 
beginning divers with 88 percent accura- 
cy. 

Should we be screening for these 
traits in divers? Most certifying agencies 
require medical clearance prior to allow- 
ing an individual to start a certification 
course. Should this now include a psycho- 
logical profile? 

Probably not. Divers in the study 
who were identified as being at higher risk 
of panic attacks were not people with clin- 
ical mental illnesses, they simply had a 


higher anxiety level than other divers. 
Excluding them from diving on this 
ground would be extraordinarily difficult, 
if not illegal. 

So what can be done to address the 
issues that Morgan raises? At the profes- 
sional level, instructors must be trained to 
recognize divers who exhibit high levels of 
anxiety, and to recommend further train- 
ing or deny certification to these divers. On 
an individual level, divers must be aware of 
the risks associated with diving and be able 
to make an honest assessment of their per- 





sonal anxiety level and how it might 
change in case of a high-stress situation 
under water. Research such as Morgan’s 
may eventually provide a tool for divers to 
be able to assess their own risk for panic 
and for instructors to know more about 
their students in relation to this often undi- 
agnosed and unrecognized problem. © 


Ouestions for Dr. Shelanski should be 
addressed to RSD, Dive Medicine, 6600 
Abercorn St., Suite 208, Savannah, GA 
31405; e-mail RSDmgzn@aol.com. 
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Exposures 
Text and photography by Franklin J. Viola 


; . 5 ‘ - BY PLACING THE 
O painter worth his weight in 
STREAKING SUN RAYS BEHIND THE 


burnt sienna would ever think [ieee rT peer 
of putting a brush to canvas WHALE SHARK AND A LONE SNORKEL- 
without carefully considering ER, THE FINAL IMAGE BECAME QUITE 
how to use tone and contrast to build an effec- [iRsaiabhanbAAaieied Mabeead Radial 
: a Sas oe : LIGHTING. CAMERA: NiKoONOS HI & 
tive composition. Similarly, the key to creative [RSRRGSIreeESp aan ear DT 
photography is learning how to read light and [RRRaeracem ty aater 
then use it to create varying degrees of shade 
and shadow. Like good painters, photographers enhance their 
images with contrast, and use light to paint subjects onto their 


celluloid canvases. 





Available Light 
Available light, for most underwater photographers, strictly feet. Soon the change in aper- 
means “sunlight.” But as they become more advanced, most _ ture readings will become less dramatic 
photographers soon learn that available light comes in an and the intensity of available light will be muted. 
assortment of intensities that can add drama or subtlety to Deciding which exposure reading to use is largely deter- 
every subject or scene. mined by where your subject is located. Most underwater pho- 
There are two ways to build contrast in a photograph: _tographers have been taught to get deeper than their subject and 
with color and with shade. Unfortunately, available light under “shoot up,” but choosing an exposure setting by metering the 
water is monochromatic, like the light in black and white pho- _ sun’s intensity on the surface and then shooting a subject occu- 
tography. As a result, the color of the subject often appears _ pying space much deeper will simply bury it in an abyss of black. 
nearly the same as the background. When metering background water, choose an exposure that 
You may be able to see color contrast under water, but contrasts with your subject, but also produces the quality and 
your film rarely will. Therefore, the best way to build contrast intensity of color you desire. If you’re using a housed SLR, set the 
is with shadow and shade. This means placing dark subjects in-camera meter to “spot” (if available) or “center-weight.” This 
against light backgrounds or bright subjects against dark back- __ will allow you to pinpoint a specific area of water rather than 
grounds. In most cases, the background in available light pho- obtaining an overall average reading as rendered by matrix 


tographs will be (or should be) open water. metering. Be sure to set your camera’s exposure mode to manual 
so that it does not automatically reset the exposure each time you 
Available-Light Exposures recompose the picture. Because the Nikonos’ built-in light meter 


The most significant factor in available-light photographs is the is weighted center to bottom-center, point the lens so it’s mid- 
position of the sun. With the sun at your back, a subject will point is just slightly lower than the water color you wish to cap- 
appear lighter than the darker background water. If the sun isin ture. Choose a shutter speed fast enough to prevent camera shake 
front of your camera lens, the subject will appear darker than the (1/30 or 1/60 sec. for scenics, 1/125 sec. or faster for moving sub- 
surrounding water. Determining the correct exposure for either jects). The aperture setting (f-stop) in your meter will be deter- 
kind of photograph requires you first to determine what intensity mined by the film speed (ISO) and shutter speed. 
of water color will build contrast most effectively. | : | 
Upon entering the water, look at the intensity of available Gillhouettes | 
light beginning at the surface and filtering down toward the bot- If the bold outline of a subject is highly recognizable, yet dramatic i 
tom. You should be able to see defined layers—bands of blueand enough to stand alone without cosmetic detail, why light it? | 
green shades—shading from light to dark as you descend through Underwater silhouettes are the easiest images to produce and some | 
the water column. With your light meter parallel to the surface, | of the most visually interesting. For the best results, try shooting 
examine the exposure value of each unique layer as you pass_ one ona bright sunny day while in sight of the surface. Place your 
through it. Aperture readings near the surface will be quite small, subject directly between the sun and your lens. This will underex- 
but this intensity will fall off quickly after you descend only a few _ pose the subject, making it appear very dark against the bright 
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Ikelite Underwater Systems has a strobe for every 
underwater photographers needs. Ikelite Strobe are the 
most powerful strobes in each size range. They are 
adaptable to most underwater photographic systems. 
Also available from Ikelite: SLR housings, video housings, 
video lights, dive lights. 

starting at $185 





Saiki The Spot Shot from Underwater Photo-Tech simplifies 
photography with the Nikonos close-up kit. It accepts 
various models of compact dive lights. Move the camera 
until the light spots coverage. The Spot Shot eliminates 
framer shadows & the risk of framers hitting coral. 


$63 


‘ CAMERA 

: & VIDEO 
: 310 S. Racine Ave., Chicago, IL 60607 

Prices & availability subject to change without notice. 312/421-6000 ¢ FAX: 312/421-2804 


Visa, Mastercard & Discover accepted. Outside Illinois: 800/33 H.E.L.I.X 
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1 (800) 262-4160 
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background. If you’re using a camera 
meter, be sure to read the light about 15 to 
20 degrees to one side of the sun. 

Photographers without camera 
meters can apply the “sunny 16 rule” to 
shooting silhouettes. In bright sunlight, 
simply set the lens aperture to f/16. Deter- 
mining the shutter speed is easy since it is 
approximately equal to your film speed 
(shutter speed equals 1/ISO to the nearest 
camera setting). Using a film with a speed 
of ISO 100, the shutter speed (1/100) 
would be 1/125 sec., the closest setting. 
The “sunny 16 rule” provides a good 
starting point from which to bracket (alter 
the exposure by changing the aperture in 
half f-stop increments) our shots. Higher 
shutter speeds (1/125 sec. or faster) will 
also freeze streaking sun rays and make 
silhouettes more dramatic. 


Artificial Light 

To put color back into underwater pho- 
tography, we depend on artificial light. 
The key to using a strobe as your primary 
light source under water is to understand 
that the exposure is determined solely by 
strobe-to-subject distance and not by 
camera-to-subject distance. 

One way to determine how much 
light a strobe will put out at a given dis- 
tance is by using the strobe’s guide num- 
ber. Guide numbers, usually supplied by 
the manufacturer, are determined by the 
brightness of the strobe at a particular 
power setting and film speed. Guide num- 
bers will tell you what aperture setting to 
use when a subject is a certain number of 
feet away from your strobe (f-stop equals 
guide number divided by strobe-to-subject 
distance). If your strobe’s guide number is 
32 (using ISO 100 film and strobe set on 
full power), then what aperture would you 
choose for a subject two feet away? Guide 
number 32 divided by 2 feet equals f/16. 

This formula works great topside, 
but light is absorbed and dispersed in a 
nongeometric fashion under water. 
Besides the obvious loss of light due to 
depth, guide numbers vary from one div- 
ing environment to the next. Cold, dark 
water can eat a full f-stop or more of light 
compared to warm, tropical water. Few 
submersible strobes have an effective 
range beyond eight feet under water. 


Miacro Photography 

The best way to determine the power out- 
put of your strobe is to conduct your own 
test, starting with macro photography. 
Here, your strobe is the primary (and 
most likely the only) source of light. The 
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best place to test is in the same environ- 
ment where you will be diving. However, 
a swimming pool will suffice as long as 
your subjects are not resting on the highly 
reflective bottom. Two milk crates 
stacked on end and covered with a dark 
towel (to absorb light) work extremely 
well as an artificial reef. 

Using either a housed SLR or a sub- 
mersible camera with a 1:3 extension tube 
(or a close-up kit), choose the fastest shut- 
ter speed that the camera will synchronize 
with the strobe (1/60 sec. for older cam- 
eras, 1/250 for newer SLRs) and set the 
lens to its smallest aperture (usually, f/22 
or f/32). Place the strobe one foot away 
from your subject and shoot a frame. 
Record the exposure (film, aperture, shut- 
ter speed, strobe power and distance) on a 
slate and then bracket the next exposure 
by opening the lens one-half f/stop (f/16.5 
from f/22). Bracket and record each expo- 
sure down through f/8. Next, run the test 
again, this time with your strobe-to-sub- 
ject distance set at two feet. Continue test- 
ing up to a strobe-to-subject distance of 
three feet. Finally, run your entire test 
again on another subject that is lighter or 
darker than your first subject. 


Winiekea-Anmagle 
Photography 
Once your strobe tests with macro pho- 
tography are complete, change to your 
widest lens and repeat the step-by-step 
procedure. To check your strobe’s angle of 
coverage and color temperature, make a 
color card. Buy a 16-inch by 20-inch plas- 
tic “For Sale” sign, and divide the white 
back into four quadrants using one-inch 
masking tape. Spray paint the quadrants 
bright red, yellow, blue and 18 percent 
gray, respectively. Remove the masking 
tape to provide some white on your color 
card. Have a buddy hold it or simply 
secure it to your artificial reef. Conduct 
your tests out to a strobe-to-subject dis- 
tance of six feet (eight or more if you wish) 
and through an aperture setting of f/2.8. 
View all the test film on a light table 
and check for sharpness with at least a 4x 
loupe. Compare the exposures and note 
which aperture/strobe-to-subject distance 
combinations produced the best results. 
Compile this information into a simple- 
to-read exposure guide, laminate it and 
affix it to the side of your strobe. © 


Next month: Field Editor Franklin Viola, 
a recipient of a BBC Wildlife Photogra- 


pher of the Year award, discusses the use 
and abuse of TTL. 
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ACCENT ON TRAVEL 
(800) 288-8648, (503) 645-7323 © Belize. 


ADVENTURE EXPRESS 

(800) 443-0799, (415) 442-0799 « Bahamas, Barba- 
dos, Bonaire, BVIs, Cayman Islands, Dominica, 
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Barthelemy, St. Kitts 
and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Maarten, Turks & Caicos, 
USVIs, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Andaman Islands, 
Kenya, Maldives, Mauritius, Reunion, Seychelles, South 
Africa, Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, Yucatan, Australia, Cook 
Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Galapagos, Hawaii, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Marianas Islands, Micronesia, 
New Caledonia, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Tonga, 
Truk, Vanuatu, Yap, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Colombia, 
Ecuador. 


AIR PROMOTIONS, INC. 

(800) 677-4277, (310) 670-7302 « Fiji, French Polyne- 
sia, New Caledonia, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Western 
Samoa, Seychelles. 


AQUA FAUNA SAFARIS 

(800) 348-3436, (916) 791-5492 ¢ Andaman Islands, 
Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Hawaii, 
Indonesia, Kiribati, Malaysia, Marianas, Mauritius, 
Micronesia, New Caledonia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Reunion, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Thai- 
land, Tonga, Truk, Vanuatu, Western Samoa, Yap. 


AQUA TREK FIJI FIVE-STAR DIVING 
(800) 541-4334, (415) 398-8990 ¢ internet: 
http://www.aquatrek.com/ « Fiji. 


AQUATIC ENCOUNTERS, INC. 

(303) 494-8384 ¢ e-mail: aquatenctr@aol.com « inter- 
net: http://www.netilus.com/aquaticencounters/ ¢ 
Egypt, Galapagos, Papua New Guinea. 


ARGO WORLD TRAVEL 

(800) 651-0377, (310) 377-0377 ¢ BVlis, Bonaire, Cay- 
man Islands, Curagao, Saba, St. Lucia, Turks & Caicos, 
Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos Island, Seychelles, 
Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, Yucatan, Australia, Cook Islands, 
Fiji, French Polynesia, Galapagos, Micronesia, Palau, Truk, 
Yap. 


BAHAMAS TRAVEL NETWORK 
(800) 513-5535, (954) 467-1133 ¢ e-mail: NealWat- 
son@aol.com e Bahamas. 


BAHIA TOURS, INC. 

(800) 443-0717, (305) 666-1997 ¢ e-mail: 
bahia@gate.net « Aruba, Bonaire, Curacao, Turks & 
Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Panama, Costa Rica. 


BAJA HOTEL RESERVATIONS 
(800) 347-2252, (714) 476-5555, (714) 476-5560 « 
Baja, Mexico. 


BARBACHANO TOURS 

(800) 327-2254, (305) 670-9691 @ e-mail: 
myareef@netpoint.net ¢ internet: http://www.mya- 
reef.com ¢ Belize, Bay Islands, Cozumel, Honduras, 
Yucatan. 


BELIZE RESORTS/JC RESORTS 
(800) 881-3459, (305) 395-3459 « Belize, Costa Rica, 
Honduras. 


BEST OF BELIZE & BEYOND 

(800) 735-9520, (415) 884-2325 ¢ e-mail: bbbe- 
yond@pipeline.com ¢ Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, 
Cocos Island, Pacific, Panama, Venezuela, Amazon, 
Caribbean. 


BLUE BONNETT TOURS 
(800) 334-8582, (305) 255-2521 ¢ Belize, Cocos 
Island, Costa Rica, Guatemala, Honduras, Panama. 


BLUE LAGOON ADVENTURES, INC. 

(800) 216-2997, (516) 628-3100 © e-mail: 
71240.510@compuserve.com ¢« Aruba, Bahamas, Bay 
Islands, Belize, Bonaire, BVIs, Cayman Islands, Costa 
Rica, Cozumel, Dominica, Honduras, Saba, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent, Turks & Caicos, USVIs. 


CARADONNA CARIBBEAN TOURS 

(800) 328-2288, (407) 774-9000 ¢ e-mail: caradon- 
na@aol.com « internet: http://www.travelfile.com/ ¢ 
Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Australia, Bahamas, Baja, 
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Belize, BVIs, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Costa Rica, 
Cozumel, Curacao, Dominica, Egypt, Fiji, Galapagos, 
Guadeloupe, Honduras, Jamaica, Maldives, Mauritius, 
Montserrat, Palau, Saba, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, St. 
Martin, St. Vincent, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Truk, Turks & Caicos, USVIs, 
Venezuela, Yucatan. 


CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES & WORLD DIVE 
ADVENTURES 

(800) 934-DIVE, (954) 433-DIVE ¢ e-mail: 
caribadv@ix.netcom.com e internet: 
http://www.caribadv.com e Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, 
Cayman Islands, Curacao, Dominica, Jamaica, Puerto 
Rico, Saba, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Turks & Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Hon- 
duras, Costa Rica, Cocos Islands, Panama, Andaman 
Islands, Maldives, Seychelles, Mexico, Cozumel, 
Yucatan, Fiji, Galapagos, Guam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Micronesia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, Thailand, Truk, Vanuatu, Yap, Egypt, Israel, Jor- 
dan, Colombia. 


CARIBBEAN DIVE TOURS 

(800) 786-3483, (770) 578-8028 « Anguilla, Antigua 
and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Baja, Barbados, Belize, 
Bermuda, BVIs, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Colombia, 
Costa Rica, Cozumel, Curagao, Dominica, Fiji, Florida 
Keys, French Polynesia, Galapagos, Hawaii, Honduras, 
Indonesia, Jamaica, Maldives, Palau, Papua New Guinea, 
Puerto Rico, Queensland, Saba, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Thai- 
land, Trinidad & Tobago, Truk, Turks & Caicos, USVIs, 
Venezuela, Yap, Yucatan. 


CARIBBEAN INFO OFFICE 

(800) 621-1270, (347) 699-7583 © e-mail: 
mermaid@caribbeans.com ° internet: 
http://www.caribbeans.com « Antigua and Barbuda, 
Aruba, Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, Curacao, Grenada, 
Guadeloupe, Montserrat, Puerto Rico, St. Barthelemy, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Maarten, St. Martin, St. 
Vincent and the Grenadines, Turks & Caicos, USVIs. 


CEN-PAC DIVE EX 

(800) U-GO-DIVE, (714) 440-3717 «© e-mail: 
cde@aol.com ¢ Cayman Islands, Dominican Republic, 
Saba, Trinidad and Tobago, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica 
and Cocos Island, California, Channel Islands, Fiji, Guam, 
Micronesia, Palau, Truk, Yap. 


D-FW TOURS 

(800) 527-2589, (214) 980-4540 « Anguilla, Antigua, 
Aruba, Bahamas, Belize, Bermuda, BVIs, Bonaire, Can- 
cun, Cayman Islands, Costa Rica, Cozumel, Curacao, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexi- 
co, Nicaragua, Puerto Rico, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Lucia, 
St. Maarten, St. Martin, Trinidad & Tobago, Turks & 
Caicos, USVIs. 


DIVE DISCOVERY 

(800) 886-7321, (415) 256-8890 « e-mail: 
102447.3320@compuserve.com « internet: 
http: //www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery ¢ Australia, 
Cocos Island, Fiji, Galapagos, Indian Ocean, Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea, Red Sea, Thailand, South Africa. 


DIVE SABA TRAVEL 

(800) 883-SABA, (713) 467-8835 ¢« e-mail: 
divesaba@aol.com e internet: http://www 
.£hgcorp.com./divesaba ¢ Saba and St. Eustatius. 


DIVE TOURS 

(800) 433-0885, (713) 680-2090 «¢ e-mail: dive- 
tours@aol.com « Bahamas, Belize, Bonaire, Cayman 
Islands, Curacao, Mexico, South America. 


DREAMSCAPE DIVE TOURS 
(800) 348-3756, (011) 954-572-2850 © e-mail: 
dream@netpoint.net ° internet: 


http://www.empg.com/dreamscape e Antigua and Bar- 
buda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Bermuda, Bonaire, 
Cayman Islands, Dominica, Jamaica, Saba, St. Kitts & 
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Turks & 
Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Honduras, Florida Keys, Cozumel, 
Western Australia, Hawaii. 


DUET TRAVEL 
(800) 990-3839, (303) 989-3838 © Australia, 
Caribbean, Indonesia, Latin America, Malaysia, Micronesia. 


DIVING 


ECO-ADVENTURES 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 949-3483, (808) 
329-7116 ¢ e-mail: ecodive@ilhawali.net ¢ Aus- 
tralia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Guam, Hawaii, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Micronesia, Palau, Papua New 


Guinea, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, Yap. 


EXPERIENCE THE ADVENTURE TOURS 

(800) 815-5019, (305) 267-6644 ¢ Amazon, Belize, 
Bonaire, Caribbean, Cayman Islands, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Cocos Island, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Pacific, 
Panama, Venezuela. 


FRONTIERS 
(800) 245-1950, (412) 935-1577 « Belize, Christmas 
Island, Kiribati. 


GO DIVING 

(800) 328-5285, (612) 931-0209 « internet: 
http: //www.godiving.com ¢ Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, 
Cayman Islands, Curacao, Dominica, Saba, St. Lucia, 
Turks & Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos 
Island, Pacific, Mexico, Cozumel. 


GREAT SOUTHERN TRAVEL & ADVENTURES 
(800) 748-8733, (601) 353-7547 « Bonaire, Grand Cayman. 


INTER-OCEAN TOURS 

(800) 345-7159, (510) 638-3448 « Bahamas, Bonaire, 
Cayman Islands, Curacao, Grenada, Saba, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turks & Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos 
Island, Seychelles, California, Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, 
Yucatan, Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Galapagos, Guam, 
Hawaii, Micronesia, New Caledonia, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Truk, Yap, Egypt, Israel. 


INTERNATIONAL DIVING EXPEDITIONS 

(800) 544-DIVE, (714) 897-3770 ¢ e-mail: int/div- 
ing@aol.com ¢ Anguilla, Aruba, Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, 
Curacao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Saba, 
St. Vincent, Turks & Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Honduras, 
Costa Rica, Cocos Island, Panama, Norway, Andaman 
Islands, Kenya, Maldives, Seychelles, Mexico, Cozumel, 
Australia, Fiji, Galapagos, Guam, Indonesia, Kiribati, 
Malaysia, Micronesia, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Truk, 
Vanuatu, Yap, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Colombia, Ecuador. 


INTO THE BLUE 

(800) 6-GET-WET, (601) 275-1605 e e-mail: 
cvot@aol.com e Bahamas, BVIs, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, 
St. Kitts and Nevis, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks & Caicos, 
Costa Rica. 


ISLAND DREAMS TRAVEL 
(800) 346-6116, (713) 973-9300 © e-mail: 
info@islandream.com e internet: 


http: //www.islandream.com/island/index.htm « 
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, 
Maldives, Cozumel, Yucatan, Australia, Fiji, Galapagos, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu. 


ISLANDS IN THE SUN 
(800) 828-6877, (310) 536-0051 ¢ French Polynesia. 


KJ DIVE ADVENTURES 
(800) 450-2084, (218) 722-2080 © Aruba, Bermuda, 
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Curacao, Turks & Caicos, Galapagos. 


LANDFALL PRODUCTIONS 

(800) 525-3833, (51.0) 794-1599 © email: Indfall@aol.com 
internet: http://www.ecotravel.com/landfall ¢ BVIs, 
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Dominica, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. 
Lucia, St. Vincent, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, 
Cocos Islands, Maldives, Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, Fiji, Hawaii, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Truk. 


MAD DOG EXPEDITIONS 

(800) 4-MAD-DOG, (212) 744-6763 @¢ internet: 
http://www.mad-dog.net ¢ Grenada, Scotland, South 
Africa, Florida Springs, Yucatan, Papua New Guinea, Ama- 
zon, Canadian Arctic. 


MADURO DIVE FANTA-SEAS 

(800) 327-6709, (305) 373-331 © e-mail: 
maduro@netpoint.net « Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, 
Curacao, Dominica, Saba, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad 
and Tobago, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa 
Rica, Palau. 


MAGNUM /BELIZE 
(800) 447-2931, (218) 847-3012 « Belize. 


MALUKU ADVENTURES 
(800) 566-2585, (415) 731-2560 « e-mail: 
Maluku@maluku.com (Continued on page 111) 








LIVE-ABOARDS 





oday we live in what some dive 
travel specialists call “The Golden 
Age of Live-aboard Diving.” The 
phrase refers to the evolution of these dedi- 
cated dive boats from bare-bones expedi- 
tion vessels of the 1960s that offered great 
diving but a rugged life of hard bunks, C- 
ration food and toilets that . . . well, never 
mind. In contrast, today’s luxury boats are 
mini-Princess cruisers with air-conditioned 
private suites, valet service, gourmet meals, 
wine lists and, of course, great diving. 


Australia 

ANACONDA II 

AIRLIE BEACH, QUEENSLAND ° (011) 6179-4677446 « 
Dives the Great Barrier Reef. 85 feet, 8 cabins, 5 heads, 
2 on-board compressors. Professional crew, offers spe- 
cialty courses. Booking office: Oceania Dive, (800) 075- 
035 (Australia only). Best package: Advanced course, 
including gear, $485. Call for other packages. 

AURIGA BAY Il 

MANUNDA, QUEENSLAND « (800) 443-0790, (011) 
6170-581408 © Dives the far northern Great Barrier 
Reef, Ribbon Reefs and northern and central Coral Sea. 
58 feet, 5 double cabins, 10 divers max. Experienced 
staff. Booking offices: Adventure Express, Inter-Ocean 
Tours, International Dive Expeditions. Best package: 8 
days, 7 nights, $1,475. 

ELIZABETH E Il 

MACKAY, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6179-574281 « Dives the 
Coral Sea and the Great Barrier Reef. 108 feet, 13 cabins. 
Specializes in long-range trips. Booking office: See & Sea 
Travel. 


« DS 
Vv 
angie 


i 2A RESORT AND CASINO 


Packages Include: 
*Daily One Tank Dives 


* Night Dives Guaranteed 
* Two Tank Dive Trips Offered 


Dive T-Shirt per Diver 
Fresh Water Shower on Board 
AO ft. Custom Dive Boat 


Luxurious Ocean View Room 


Service Charge, Government Tax and Energy Surcharge 


Welcome Cocktail 
Olympic-Size Fresh Water Pool 
Day/Night Tennis 


$5 Casino Match Play Coupon per person over 18 


* Certified Divers Only 


* TUSA rental equipment available. Includes: fins, mask, snorkel, BC and regulators, and shorty wetsuit. 


*** All regulators have SPG, depth, temp., and octopus. 


* * * PACKAGE PRICES x * * 
April 8, 1996 thru December 20, 1996 
8 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 


5 DAYS/4 NIGHTS 


Includes up to 5 dives! 


tAdditional tank dives and/or hotel night prices available upon request. Special group rates and packages also available. 
Schedule based on Unique Sports published schedule. Standard hotel/dive cancellation policies apply. For dive infor- 


mation in Aruba call 011-2978-60096. 


Call (800) 345 -2782 or (305 ) 427-5488 or Your Local Travel Professional 


CIRCLE NO. 2 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Includes up to 8 dives! 


ESPERANCE STAR 
MILTON, QUEENSLAND e (011) 6173- 
3683766 © Dives southern Great Barri- 
er Reef and Moreton Bay. Comfortable, 
air-conditioned 60-foot vessel with 5 
double cabins. Booking office: Pro Dive 
Travel, (011) 6122-649494. Best pack- 
age: 2 days, 2 nights (weekends), meals, air, unlimited 
diving, $AUS215. 

FALIE 

Dives remote reefs of South Australia. 150 feet, 12 pas- 
sengers max. Three heads and showers. Booking office: 
See & Sea Travel. Best package: 10-day cruise, $3,995. 
KALINDA/PRO DIVE CAIRNS 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6170-315255 « Dives 
outer Great Barrier Reef. 85 feet, 10 cabins. Exclusive 
moorings, experienced crew. Booking offices: Adventure 
Express, International Diving Expeditions. Best package: 3- 
day, 2-night live-aboard cruise, meals, equipment, 11 dives, 
hotel transfers, reef tax, $AUS375. 

LONNIE CLARE/OFF THE EDGE ADVENTURES 
PORT LINCOLN, SOUTH AUSTRALIA « Dives the Port Lin- 
coln, South Australia area. 74 feet, 12 passengers max. 
Great white shark expeditions. Booking office: Internation- 
al Diving Expeditions. Packages including diving and 
meals, from $3,500. 

NIMROD Ill 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND e (011) 6170-315566 « Dives 
northern Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea. 70- by 26-foot 
steel-hulled catamaran, 5 air-conditioned cabins, private 
bathrooms. Booking offices: Adventure Express, Interna- 
tional Diving Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best pack- 
age: 4 nights, 12 dives, meals, gear, flight over the reef, 
$AUS800 per person in quad. occ. cabin. 

PACIFIC STAR 

WHITSUNDAY, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6179-466383 « 
Dives Coral Sea. 60-foot catamaran, 6 cabins. Caters to 
small groups, offers personal service. Booking offices: Oz 
Dive, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, Tropi- 
cal Adventures Travel. Best package: 8 days/7 nights, 
$2,320 per person. 

PRO-DIVE TOWNSVILLE 

TOWNSVILLE, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6177-211760 e 
Dives the Great Barrier Reef including the Yongala. PADI 5- 
star facility, live-aboard trips. Booking office: Pro Dive Trav- 








el, (011) 6122-649499. Best package: 3 days/2 nights, 
9 dives, $375. 

REEF EXPLORER 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6170-939113 e 
reefies@ozemail.com.au ¢ Dives the far northern Great 
Barrier Reef and the Coral Sea. 65-foot boat, 5 cabins. 
Caters to small groups, offers off-the-beaten-track div- 
ing for experienced divers and private charters. Booking 
offices: International Diving Expeditions, Dive Discov- 
ery, Adventure Express, Tropical Adventures Travel, 
Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel. Best 
package: 12 days, 11 nights, all-inclusive, $2,995 
(April-Aug.). 

RUM RUNNER | 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (800) 803-183 (Australia 
only), (011) 6170-521088 « Dives the Coral Sea and the 
Great Barrier Reef. 69 feet, 6 cabins. Visits remote diving 
areas, caters to small groups. Booking office: Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel. All-inclusive pack- 
age, $AUS535. 

RUM RUNNER Ill 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (800) 803-183 (Australia 
only), (011) 6170-521088 « Dives the Coral Sea and the 
Great Barrier Reef. 69 feet, 9 cabins. Visits remote diving 
areas, caters to small groups. Booking office: Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel. All-inclusive pack- 
age, $AUS535. 

S/V ATLANTIC CLIPPER/DOWN UNDER DIVE 
CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6170-311288 « e-mail: 
dudive@ozemail.com.au e internet: 
http: //www.ozemail.com.au/~dudive « Dives the northern 
Great Barrier Reef. 140-foot sailing tall ship with 16 air- con- 
ditioned cabins. Booking offices: Adventure Express, Oz 
Dive. Best package: 3 days, 2 nights, all-inclusive package, 
$AUS355. 

SPIRIT OF FREEDOM 

PYRMONT, NEW SOUTH WALES « (011) 6125-526300 
e Dives Coral Sea and Torres Straits. 115-foot luxury 
cruiser, 11 en suite cabins, 24 passengers max. Booking 
office: Oz Dive. Charter basis only, call for details. 
SPOILSPORT/MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
TOWNSVILLE, QUEENSLAND « (800) 952-4319, (011) 
6177-723022 © e-mail: MikeBall@t140.aone.net.au ¢ 
internet: http://www.infoweb.com.au/mike_ball « Dives 
the Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Cod Hole, Yongala. 100 
feet, 14 cabins. Booking offices: International Diving Expe- 


ALL-INCLUSIVE 


48 Dive 


Ss & 
& Woatancar|| Agua Safari 


Prices are per person based on New York departure, through June 1996, dbl. occu- 


pancy including round-trip airfare on charter airlines, hotel, transfers, diving (two 
tanks per diving day), and more. Departure and Immigration taxes not included. 


Prices subject by availability and vary by departure date, city of origin, duration, 
hotel, and dive operator. See the Fair Trade Contract in the current Apple 

















Vacations brochure for complete details. Other gateways include New York, 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, St. Louis, Atlanta, Houston, Dallas, 
Cincinnati, Baltimore, Columbus, Hartford, Milwaukee, Denver, Phoenix, 
San Antonio, Los Angeles, San Diego, and San Francisco. 


VAPPLE 


VACATIONS 














Liwe-Aboards 


ditions, Mike Ball Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Packages 
from $267 to $3,442. 

STELLA MARIS/PRO DIVE CAIRNS 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND e (011) 6170-315255 « Dives 
outer Great Barrier Reef. 85 feet, 5 cabins. Exclusive moor- 
ings, experienced crew. Booking offices: Adventure 
Express, International Diving Expeditions. Best package: 3- 
day, 2-night live-aboard cruise to the outer reef, meals, 
equipment, 11 dives, hotel transfers, reef tax, $AUS375. 
SUPERSPORT/MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
TOWNSVILLE, QUEENSLAND « (800) 952-4319, (011) 
6177-723022 ¢ e-mail: MikeBall@t140.aone.net.au ¢ 
internet: http://www.infoweb.com.au/mike_ball ¢ 
Dives the Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Cod Hole, Yon- 
gala. 90 feet, 15 cabins. Booking offices: International 
Diving Expeditions, Mike Ball Expeditions, Reef & Rainfor- 
est Worldwide Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Trav- 
el. Packages from $267 to $3,442. 

SYDNEY SUNDANCER 

ROSE BAY, NEW SOUTH WALES « (011) 6123-710135 « 
Dives the Whitsunday Islands. Private 54-foot yacht caters 
to divers with nondiving companions. Offers gourmet-style 
meals. Booking office: Oz Dive. July through October, 
departs Hamilton Island each Saturday, from $1,120 for 
1-week cruise. 

TAKA Il 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (800) 241-7690, (011) 6170- 
518722 ¢ e-mail: takadive@ozemail.com.au « internet: 
http:/ /ozemail.com.au/~takadive ¢ Dives the Great Bar- 
rier Reef, Cod Hole and the Coral Sea. 72 feet, 10 cabins. 
Specializes in underwater photography. Booking offices: 
Adventure Express, International Diving Expeditions, Reef 
& Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, Oz Dive, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best packages: 4 days, 3 nights, from 
$450; 5 days, 4 nights, from $500. 

TAKA Ill 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (800) 241-7690, (011) 6170- 
518722 ¢ e-mail: takadive@ozemail.com.au ¢ internet: 
http:/ /ozemail.com.au/~takadive ¢ Dives the Great Bar- 
rier Reef, Cod Hole and the Coral Sea. 93 feet, 13 cabins. 
Specializes in underwater photography. Booking offices: 
Adventure Express, International Diving Expeditions, Reef 
& Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, Oz Dive, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best packages: 4 days/3 nights, from 
$450. 5 days/4 nights, from $500. 

TRUE NORTH 

Dives with whale sharks in Rowley Shoals, Western Aus- 
tralia, U.S. Navy pier in Exmouth. 70 feet, 10 passengers 
max., 5 cabins. Spotter plane employed to find whale 
sharks. Booking office: See & Sea Travel. Best package: 
7-day cruise, $2,970 per person. 

UNDERSEA EXPLORER 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND « (011) 6170-514777 ¢ e-mail: 
adventures@adventures.com.au ¢ Dives the Great Barri- 
er Reef, Coral Sea. 80-foot boat, 11 cabins. Guest partici- 
pation on research trips. Booking offices: Inter-Ocean 
Tours, Rothschild Travel, Dive Discovery, Oz Dive or Boul- 
der Scuba Tours, (303) 449-8617. Best package: 7-day 
Coral Sea trip, $1,160. 

WATERSPORT/MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 
TOWNSVILLE, QUEENSLAND « (800) 952-4319, (011) 
6177-723022 ¢ e-mail: MikeBall@t140.aone.net.au ¢ 
internet: http://www.infoweb.com.au/mike_ball ¢ Dives 
the Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Cod Hole, Yongala. 70 
feet, 8 cabins. Booking offices: International Diving Expedi- 
tions, Mike Ball Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Packages 
including diving and meals, from $267 to $3,442. 


Bahamas 

BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES 

MIAMI SPRINGS, FLORIDA ¢ (800) 327-9600, (305) 
888-1226 « Dives Bimini, Berry Islands, Exumas and Nas- 
sau, Grand Bahama. 65-foot live-aboard sailboats, the Sea 
Explorer, Moming Star and Pirate’s Lady. Each has 4 cab- 
ins. 1 week cruise, all-inclusive, $679 per diver. 

BOTTOM TIME Il 

(800) 234-8464, (305) 921-7798 « Dives the entire 
Bahama chain. 90-foot boat, 14 cabins, 22-knot speed, 
stable design, 6 heads. 7-day, 6-night charter, $1,295. 
CAT PPALU 

NASSAU, NEW PROVIDENCE « (800) 327-9600, (305) 
888-1226 «© Dives the Exumas and Eleuthera Island. 65- 
foot catamaran, spacious accommodations, gourmet cui- 
sine, custom diving and island eco-tours. All-inclusive 
week, $1,195 per person. 

DREAM Ii 

(800) 741-5335, (407) 768-9859 « Dives Grand Bahama. 
60-foot boat, 2 cabins. Specializes in snorkeling trips, 10-12 
passengers max., emphasis on marine ecology. Week-long 
cruise including taxes, port fee, $945 and up. 
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DIVERS 


M/V BALLYMENA 

NASSAU, BAHAMAS « (800) 241-4591, (809) 394- 
0951 ¢ Dives Bahama Out Islands, including Exuma 
Cays, Andros, Cat Island, San Salvador, Conception 
Island, Rum Cay, Long !sland and Crooked Island. 124- 
foot vessel with 10 double staterooms, each with private 
bath and individually controlled A/C. Offers a variety of 
activities besides diving. Best packages: 7 days/6 nights, 
$1,995; 4 days/3 nights, $1,000. 

NEKTON PILOT/NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA « (800) 899-6753, (954) 
463-9324 ¢ e-mail: nekton@gate.net ¢ internet: 
http://www.gate.net/~nekton « Dives Cay Sal Bank, 
San Salvador, Rum Cay, Conception Island, Freeport, 
Bimini and Gingerbread Grounds. SWATH design, elevat- 
ing dive platform and private cabins with baths. $1,350. 
PHANTOM /HIDDEN HARBOR CHARTERS 
BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA ¢ (800) 717-CHARTER, (912) 
264-1700 ¢ Dives the Bahamas, primarily in the Abacos. 
52-foot air-conditioned power yacht with 3 double cabins. 
Personalized, professional services to small groups. All- 
inclusive dive packages: $1,050 per person, per week 
(diver), $800 per person, per week (nondiver). 

R/V SEA DRAGON 

FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA e (954) 522-0161 e 
Departs from Nassau and dives the Exuma Cays. 65-foot 
vessel with 4 double air-conditioned cabins, 8 passengers 
max. Small groups. Charter rates vary. Best package: 
Approximately $1,100 per person for 1 week. 

SEA FEVER DIVING CRUISES 

MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA « (800) 443-3837, (305) 531- 
3483 © e-mail: 76250.452@compuserve.com « Dives 
the Bahama Islands, including Bimini, Cay Sal Bank, 
Freeport, Nassau, Exuma Cays and more. 90-foot vessel 
with 7 double occupancy, air-conditioned cabins. Also 
offers nitrox diving and certification courses, shark dives 
and dolphin encounters. Best package: 7 days/6 nights, 
$1,299 per person (summer), $1,199 per person (fall). 


Bay Islands, Honduras 

BAY ISLANDS AGGRESSOR 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA ¢ (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 ¢ e-mail: divboat@aol.com « internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com ¢ Dives Roatan, Guanaja, 
Cayos Cochinos and Utila. 110-foot boat, 8 cabins. 
Emphasis on service, consistency throughout Aggressor 
Fleet. Booking offices: See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best package: 7 days, all-inclusive, $1,195. 
ISLA MIA 

ROATAN ¢ (800) 874-7636, (409) 765-1776 « Dives 
Bay Islands. Family-owned and operated, built by divers for 
divers, 70 percent return rate. Booking offices: Caribbean 
Adventures; World Dive Adventures, (800) 934-3483; 
Roatan Charter, (800) 282-8932. Up to 12 guests can 
stay in 6 cabins with 3 guest bathrooms. All-inclusive 
except for alcohol and soft drinks, 8 days/7 nights, unlim 
ited diving, 5 meals a day, $1,195 per person. 


WIND DANCER/PETER HUGHES 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA « (800) 9-DANCER, (305) 
669-9391 © e-mail: dancer@winnet.net ¢ internet: 
http://www.winnet.net/dancer/ ¢« Dives Bay 
Islands, including Roatan, Utila, Guanaja, Cayos 
Cochinos, Barbareta. 120-foot vessel, 10 cabins, 20 
passengers max., private baths. Deluxe accommoda- 
tions. Booking offices: See & Sea Travel, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best package: All-inclusive, 7 days, 
$1,195. 


Belize 

BELIZE AGGRESSOR Ill 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA e (800) 348-2628, 
(504) 385-2628 e¢ e-mail: divboat@aol.com « inter- 
net: http://www.aggressor.com ¢« Dives Turneffe 
Atoll, Lighthouse Reef and Blue Hole. 110-foot boat, 
8 cabins. Emphasis on service, consistency through- 
out Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: See & Sea 
Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 
days, all-inclusive except for airfare, $1,495 per per- 
son. 

REMBRANDT VAN RIJN 

Dives Belize. 184-foot three-mast topsail schooner, 16 
cabins. Booking office: International Diving Expeditions. 
Best package: $1,245 for 1-week cruise. 

TORTUGA DIVE CENTRE 

SAN PEDRO TOWN, AMBERGRIS CAYE e (011) 501-26- 
2804/2802 « 45-foot live-aboard with 2 cabins. Offers 
fully certified guides, new equipment and offshore trips. 
WAVE DANCER/PETER HUGHES 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA ¢« (800) 9-DANCER, (305) 
669-9391 © e-mail: dancer@winnet.net © internet: 
http: //www.winnet.net/dancer/ ¢ Dives Belize, includ- 
ing Lighthouse Reef and Turneffe Islands. 120-foot ves- 
sel with 10 cabins, 20 passengers max. All private 
baths, luxury accommodations. Booking offices: Reef & 


TRUST 


Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Trav- 
el, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 days, 
$1,495. 


British Columbia, Canada 

EMERALD SEA ADVENTURES 

(604) 271-DIVE © e-mail: scuba@mindlink.bc.ca « 
Internet: http://mindlink.bc.ca/scuba/ ¢ Dives 
southern Gulf Islands, Vancouver Island and special 
excursions on request. Small, private charter (4 to 5 
divers max.), custom-tailored itineraries. Best package: 
Fri. night to Sun. evening, air, meals, snacks, 
$CAN350. 

LADY GOODIVER 

SURREY e- (604) 931-6584 « internet: 
http://www. 3routes.com/scuba/LGDiver.html ¢ 
Dives vary depending on season: Gulf Islands (Jan.- 
March; Oct. 20-Dec.), Port Hardy (April-May; Aug. 20- 
Oct. 15), Tofino (June-July) and Barkley Sound (Aug. 1- 
15). 110-foot vessel, 3 cabins with 8 private bunks, 12 
divers max., ample room for lounging, gear, cameras, 
kayaks, etc., 26-foot dive tender. Booking office: Deep 
Cove Dive Shop, (604) 929-3116/3424. Best package: 
Diving, air, meals, accommodations, taxes, $CAN149 
per person, dbl. occ. 

NAUTILUS VII 

(604) 657-7614 « Dives Gulf Islands, Campbell River and 
Port Hardy. 85-foot live-aboard with 7 staterooms, 7 heads, 
20 divers max. Board at night and be at dive site in the 
morning. Booking office: All Around Travel, (800) 433-2423. 
Best package: All-inclusive package, tax included, $130 per 
person, per day. Premium service, $175 per person, per 
day. 

RENDEVOUS DIVE VENTURES, LTD. 

(604) 724-8601/0181 ¢ Dives Barkley Sound on Van- 
couver Island’s west coast. Emphasis on diving services 
with over 20 years of diving experience. Best package: 
$150 per day. 

SEA VENTURER 

NANAIMO e- (604) 756-0544 e¢ e-mail: 
extasea@island.net ¢ Dives Vancouver Island, Port Hardy, 
Barkley Sound, Gulf Islands. 25 years experience, knowF 
edgeable staff, 53-foot vessel, 22-foot dive tender. Book- 
ing office: Dolphin Travel, (800) 856-5355 or (604) 248- 
6124. Best package: $CAN175 per day. 

SERIOUS DIVERS ONLY (S.D.0O.) 

NANAIMO e« (604) 751-8920 e¢ e-mail: 
cetacea@nanaimo.ark.com ¢ Dives British Columbia, 
from Gulf Islands to Port Hardy. Offers scientific research 
diver and technical diver course. Best package: 5-day live- 
aboard, all-inclusive, including scientific research diver 
course and underwater naturalist course, under $1,000. 
SPIRIT OF THE PACIFIC 

PORT ALBERNI ¢ (800) 547-1291, (604) 723-1291 « 
Dives the northeast, south and west of Vancouver Island. 
70-foot boat with 5 guest cabins. Dive packages are all- 
inclusive and vary depending on length of stay. 


British Virgin Islands 

CUAN LAW 

ST. THOMAS, USVI « (800) 648-3393, (809) 494-2490 
e Dives BVIs and the Leeward Islands. 105-foot by 44-foot 
trimaran, 10 cabins with twin or double beds (no bunks), 
each 110 square feet with private baths. Stable live- 
aboard experience. Booking office: Ocean Enterprises, 
(800) 648-3393. Best package: 7 days, all dives and 
other watersports, 3 meals a day, snacks, nonalcoholic 
beverages and beach barbecue, $1,430. 

YACHT PROMENADE 

ST. THOMAS, USVI ¢ (800) 526-5503, (809) 494-3853 « 
e-mail: promcruz@caribsurf.com ¢ internet: 
http://www.yachts-onr-line.com/promenade « Dives the 
British Virgin Islands. 65-foot vessel, 5 cabins, and experi- 
enced and professional dive services to scuba divers, their 
companions and families. Dive packages vary: 6 nights, 10 
guests, including meals and liquor, from $1,350 per person 
(nondivers, $100 less); gear rental, $90. 


California 

HORIZON CHARTERS 

SAN DIEGO ¢ (619) 277-7823 © e-mail: divesd@aol.com 
e internet: http://www.earthwindow.com/horizon « 
Dives the Channel Islands, Cortes Banks, Guadalupe 
Island and the San Benito Islands. The only live-aboards in 
San Diego and the only boats diving Guadalupe and San 
Benito Islands. Best package: 7 days and nights, meals 
and air fills, approx. $1,050. 


Cayman islands 

CAYMAN AGGRESSOR Ili 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA ¢ (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 e-mail: divboat@aol.com e internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com ¢ Dives Grand and Little Cay- 
man. 110 feet, 8 staterooms. Emphasis on service, con- 
sistency throughout Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: See 
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Live-Aboards 


& Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 
days, all-inclusive, $1,495. 

LITTLE CAYMAN DIVER Il 

TAMPA, FLORIDA e (800) 544-2722, (800) 458-2722, 
(813) 962-2236 © Dives Little Cayman walls, Bloody Bay, 
Jackson Reef. 90-foot vessel, 5 cabins, each with private 
head and shower, 10 divers max. Best package: 1-week 
cruise: high season, $1,595; low season, $1,295. 


OKEANOS AGGRESSOR 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA « (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 © e-mail: divboat@aol.com « internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com ¢ Dives Cocos Island. 120 
feet, 10 staterooms. Emphasis on service, consistency 
throughout Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: See & Sea 
Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 10 days, 
all-inclusive except airfare and gratuities, $2,695. 

SEA HUNTER 





“Join me down under 
for the trip of a life- 
fime! You can see 30 
sharks within arm’s 
reach at Scuba Zoo in 


the coral Sea.” 


Dives Cocos Island. 115-foot boat, 6 double cabins, 2 
triple cabins. Booking offices: International Diving Expedi- 
tions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See 
& Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Packages vary. 
10 days, $2,795, including diving and meals. 
UNDERSEA HUNTER 

Dives Cocos Island. 90-foot boat, 4 double cabins, 2 triple 
cabins. Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, 
Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea 
Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Packages vary. 10 
days, $2,795, including diving and meals. 


M/V CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 

MILLS, WYOMING e (800) 322-3577, (307) 235-0683 « 
e-mail: expven@coffey.com « Dives Saba and St. Kitts. 
100-foot boat, 8 double cabins. Only live-aboard in area, 
offers island tours. Booking offices: International Diving 
Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Trav- 
el, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: Diving and 
meals, $1,095. 


“Experience Australia’s best action dives, like Scuba 


1996 
RATES 


6 DAYS 

PRO STD ECO BUD 
Jan-June $1973 $1792 $1688 $1438 
Jul-Dec $2381 $2162 $2034 $1739 


7 DAYS 
Jan-Jul $2302 $2094 $1969 $1677 
Jul-Dec $2618 $2374 $2237 $1904 





800-962-4319 


Spoilsport 


Zoo and the Yongala Wreck, or just glide along with 
thousands of tropical fish in a shallow lagoon.” 


“Relax and enjoy excep- 


ne 5 tional meals, comfort and 


privacy aboard Spoilsport.” 


Kal 


MIKE BALL 


RATED ONE OF 
THE TOP 3 
LIVE-ABOARDS 
IN THE WORLD 


FAX O11-61-77-212152 





RODALE’S SCUBA 


DIVING 


NEW FREEDOM 

ST. JOHN’S, ANTIGUA © (809) 460-1178 « Dives from 
the U.S. Virgin Islands to Grenada. 84-foot schooner with 
4 double cabins, specializes in custom trips, fully 
equipped for diving. Best package: Yacht charter, 
$16,000 per week for 8 people, all-inclusive. 


KISIWANI 

Dives Pemba Island, North Zanzibar, East Africa. 67 feet, 5 
cabins. Only live-aboard in this area of Africa. Booking office: 
Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 6 days, $1,295. 


BEQA PRINCESS PACIFIC HARBOUR 

VITI LEVU ¢ (011) 679-450188 « Dives Beqa Lagoon. 55 
feet, 3 double cabins. Specializes in the natural habitat of 
Beqa Lagoon. Dive packages vary. Unlimited diving, 2 pas- 
sengers min., all meals, $200 per person, per day. 
MATAGI PRINCESS II 

TAVEUNI ¢ (800) 362-8244, (011) 679-880700 ° e- 
mail: Matagi@netilus.com ¢ Dives Somo Somo Straits, 
Ringold Islands, Motui and Exploring Isles. 85-foot boat, 6 
deluxe staterooms, 12 passengers max. Departs Matagi. 
Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, Inter- 
Ocean Tours, Island Dreams, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel, Poseidon 
Venture Tours. Best package: 8 days, $2,065. 

NAI’A CRUISES FIJI 

LAUNI ¢ (011) 679-450382 «© e-mail: naia@is.com.fj ¢« 
internet: http://www.naia.com.fj ¢ Dives the Lomaiviti 
Group. 120-foot vessel, 9 cabins. Booking offices: Inter- 
national Diving Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures 
Travel. Best package: 7 days, $2,060. 

SERE-NI-WAI 

LAMI ¢ (011) 679-361171 ¢ e-mail: sere@is.com.fj ¢ 
Dives all of the Fiji islands. 101-foot custom-built boat, 5 
double cabins. Customized itineraries. Booking offices: 
International Diving Expeditions, Tropical Adventures Trav- 
el. Best package: 7 days, $2,370. 


BELUGA 

Dives the Galapagos, including Wolf and Darwin islands. 110 
feet, 8 cabins. Deluxe accommodations. Booking office: Trop+ 
cal Adventures Travel. Best package: 8 days, $1,750. 
GALAPAGOS AGGRESSOR I 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA ¢ (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 ¢ e-mail: divboat@aol.com °« internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com ¢ Dives the Galapagos, includ- 
ing Cousins Rock, Punta Frei and Cabo Marshall. 80 feet, 7 
cabins. Emphasis on service, consistency throughout 
Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: See & Sea Travel, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $2,195. 
GALAPAGOS AGGRESSOR II 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA ¢ (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 ¢ e-mail: divboat@aol.com « internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com © Dives the Galapagos, 
including Bajo de Gardner, Manzanillo, Devil’s Crown, 
Rabidas Pinnacle and Cousins Rock. 80 feet, 7 cabins. 
Emphasis on service, consistency throughout Aggressor 
Fleet. Booking office: See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $2,195. 

LAMMER LAW 

ST. THOMAS, USVI ¢ (809) 494-2490 « Dives the Gala 
pagos, including Wolf and Darwin Islands. 95- by 42-foot 
sailing/motor trimaran, 9 cabins, each 110 sq. ft. with pri- 
vate bath. All cabins twin or double bed. Booking offices: 
International Diving Expeditions, Landfall Productions Dive 
& Adventure Travel, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adven- 
ture Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 8 
days, all-inclusive, $1,850. 

M/S SEA CLOUD 

Dives the Galapagos Islands. 85-foot motor sailer, 4 
staterooms, 8 divers max. 2 dive Zodiacs. Booking office: 
International Diving Expeditions. Best package: $2,250 
for 1-week cruise. 

M/Y CORAL STAR | 

Dives the Galapagos Islands. 110 feet, 10 double cabins. 
Dive and land packages available. Booking office: Interna- 
tional Diving Expeditions. Best package: $1,600 for 1- 
week cruise. 

MISTRAL 

Dives the Galapagos Islands. 74-foot boat, 6 staterooms, 
12 divers max. Booking offices: International Diving Expe- 
ditions, See & Sea Travel. 


KONA AGGRESSOR II 

KAILUA-KONA « (800) 348-2628 OR (800) 344-5662, 
(504) 385-2628 OR (808) 329-8182 e e-mail: 
divboat@aol.com « internet: http://www.aggressor.com 
e Dives Kona Coast on the Big Island. 80-foot by 30-foot 
vessel, 5 staterooms, 10 passengers max. Emphasis on 








service, consistency throughout Aggressor Fleet. Booking 
offices: See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel, 
International Diving Expeditions. Best package: Allinclu- 
sive except airfare and gratuities, $1,695 per person. 


Indonesia 

M/V BARUNA ADVENTURER 

Dives the Nusa Tenggara Islands, Sundas, Komodo. 100- 
foot boat, 10 cabins. Some cabins have double beds. 
Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Packages may vary. Best package: 
$250 per day. 

PINDITO 

Internet: http://www.maluku.com e Dives Irian Jaya. 
125-foot motor sailer, 8 air-conditioned double cabins. 
Offers scheduled departures 10 months of year. Book- 
ing offices: Maluku Adventures, Tropical Adventures 
Travel. Best package: 12 days/11 nights, $3,200 per 
person. 

SONGLINE CRUISES 

Internet: http://www.maluku.com ¢ Dives Takaboner- 
ate Atoll, Selayar Islands and islands north of Manado. 
Offers charters for 2 or more persons. Booking office: 
Maluku Adventures. Best package: 4 days, 3 nights, 2 
persons min., $600 per person. 


Malaysia 

SPIRIT OF BORNEO 

KOTA KINABALU, SABAH « (011) 603-253-0048 « Dives 
North Borneo Banks, Layang-Layang, Banda Sea, Ambon, 
Banda Islands. 120-foot boat, 11 cabins. Booking office: Inter- 
national Diving Expeditions. Best package: $247 per night. 


Maldives 

KOI MALA 

MALE « Dives the Maldives. 75-foot yacht, 6 cabins. All 
gear kept on dhoni for entire trip. Booking offices: Interna- 
tional Diving Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best pack- 
age: 7 days, $1,200. 

M/V KEEMA 

MALE « Dives 8 different atolls in the Maldives. 80-foot 
yacht, 6 cabins. Booking office: International Diving Expe- 
ditions. Best package: $185 to $200 per day. 

MANTHIRI 

Dives the Maldives. 83 feet, 6 cabins. Deluxe accommo- 
dations. Booking offices: Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best pack- 
age: 9 days, $2,250. 

SYLVESTRE 

Dives the Maldives. 16-passenger boat, air-conditioned. 
Booking office: See & Sea Travel. Call for rates. 


Malpelo island, Colombia 

CORAL STAR 

Dives Malpelo Island and Panama. 110-foot stable boat, 
8 cabins. Booking offices: International Diving Expedi- 
tions; World Dive Adventures, (800) 433-3483. 

INZAN TIGER 

Dives Malpelo Island. 60-foot vessel, 2 suites, 4 passen- 
gers max. Booking office: See & Sea. Best package: 10- 
day cruise, $3,195 per person. 


Mexico 

DON JOSE 

(800) 843-6967, (619) 581-3311 ¢ e-mail: 
72234.1520@compuserve.com e« internet: 
http: //www.cibnor.conacyt.mx/bajaex/baja.html e 
Dives the Sea of Cortez, Baja and La Paz. 80-foot boat, 7 
cabins. Experienced crews, 3 dives per day, comfortable 
diving atmosphere. Booking offices: Baja Expeditions, 
International Diving Expeditions, Tropical Adventures Trav- 
el. Best package: 6 days, $1,495. 


RIO RITA 
(619) 581-3311 ° e-mail: 
72234.1520@compuserve.com « internet: 


http://www.cibnor.conacyt.mx/bajaex/baja.html ¢ 
Dives the Sea of Cortez, Baja and La Paz. Experienced 
crews, 3 dives per day, comfortable diving atmosphere. 
Booking office: Baja Expeditions. Best package: 3 nights, 
2 days diving with 6 tanks, $299. 

SOLMAR V 

CABO SAN LUCAS « (800) 344-3349, (011) 52-114- 
32200 « intemet: http://www.traveler.net/solmar ¢ Dives 
Sea of Cortez, from Cabo Pulmo to Las Animas Island, and 
Socorro Islands. 112-foot vessel, 12 cabins. Each cabin has 
private bath, shower, color TV and VCR. Booking offices: 
Cabo Resort Reservations, (800) 344-3349; International 
Diving Expeditions; Rohnert Park Dive Center, (707) 584- 
2323, (800) 675-3483; See & Sea Travel; Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $1,495. 

TIC COZUMEL DIVING 

COZUMEL ° (800) 327-2254, (011) 52-987-24476 « e- 
mail: mayareef@netpoint.net ¢ internet: 
http://www.empg.com/barbachano « Dives Cozumel, 


Chinchorro, Yucatan and Alacranes. 100-foot vessel, 7 
cabins. Booking office: Barbachano Tours. 


Palau 

OCEAN HUNTER 

Dives various sites throughout Palau. 60 feet, 3 cabins, 6 
passengers max. Booking offices: See & Sea Travel, Trop- 
ical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $1,995. 
PALAU AGGRESSOR II 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII * (800) 344-5662, (808) 329- 
8182 © e-mail: divboat@aol.com e internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com ¢ Dives various sites 
throughout Palau. 105-foot by 30-foot vessel, 16 passen- 
gers max. New boat. Emphasis on service, consistency 
throughout Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: See & Sea 
Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 5 days, 
$1,995. 

PETER HUGHES/SUN DANCER 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA ¢ (800) 9-DANCER, (305) 669- 
9391 ¢ e-mail: dancer@winnet.net ¢ internet: 
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Let our experience 
make your's the best. 


For reservations or a free 
brochure, call (800) 348-2628. 
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http://www.winnet.net/dancer/ ¢ Dives various sites in 
Palau. 120-foot vessel with 8 cabins, 16 passengers max. 
Booking offices: See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. 


Papua New Guinea 

FEBRINA 

WALINDI PLANTATION « Dives the Bismarck Sea, Papua 
New Guinea. 72-foot boat, 6 cabins. Stable design, ties to 
moorings on reefs. Booking offices: International Diving 
Expeditions, Tropical Adventures Travel. 

GOLDEN DAWN 

PORT MORESBY « (011) 675-256500 « Dives remote 
areas of Papua New Guinea. 80-foot boat, 5 cabins, 10 
passengers. Booking offices: International Diving Expedi- 
tions, See & Sea Travel. Best package: $297 per day. 
M/V CHERTAN 

ALOTAU ¢ (011) 675611167 « Dives wrecks and reefs 
of Milne Bay in Papua New Guinea. 60-foot boat, 6 double 
cabins, 14 passengers. Emphasis on underwater photog- 
raphy. 20-plus years experience in area. Booking offices: 





we. over a decade, 


Aggressor Fleet, the world’s 
largest live-aboard operation, 
has helped 30,000 divers live 
their dreams. And now, with 
10 luxury yachts at 9 top dive 
destinations worldwide, 
the possibilities are endless. 


Discover over 2,000 sea creatures 
from aboard our floating resorts, 
offering private cabins with baths, 
hot tubs and photo labs. 
Learn secrets from top photo pros, 
such as Church, Frier, Newbert & 
Waterman. Even dive with the 
planet's #1 underwater explorer, 
Jean-Michel Cousteau! 


There’s great value, too. 
Enjoy a week's worth of exciting 
dives, quality accommodations, 
top-notch service and delicious 

food--all for one very 

possible price. 


Aggressor Fleet has the 
experience to make your's 
the best. Just ask any of 
our 30,000 dive buddies. 
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FLEET 
THE Uctimate In Live-Asoarps® 


A live-aboard franchising agent 
A full service travel agency 


AGGRESSOR FLEET, LIMITED 
P.O. Drawer K, Morgan City, LA 70381 
fax 504-384-0817 e-Mail divooat@aol.com 
103261.1275@compuserve.com 


©1996 Wilson & Associates, Inc. Maui, HI 
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DIVERS 


Liwe-Aboards| 


Adventure Express, International Diving Expeditions, 
Poseidon Venture Tours, Tropical Adventures Travel. 

M/V TELITA 

ALOTAU, MILNE BAY « (011) 6170-545401, (011) 675- 
611186 ¢ e-mail: halstead@internetnorth.com.au « 
Dives Milne Bay, Solomon Sea, Papua New Guinea. 66- 
foot vessel with 5 double cabins. Emphasis on marine 
biology. Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, 
See & Sea Travel, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure 
Travel, See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 10 days, all meals, unlimited diving, transfers, 
$2,970 per person. 

M/V TIATA 

CAIRNS, QUEENSLAND e (011) 6170-545401 © email: 
halstead@internetnorth.com.au ¢ Dives Milne Bay, 
Kavieng (Bismarck Sea), Ferguson Island, Goodenough 
Island. 65-foot vessel with 5 double cabins. Specializes in 
diving with sharks and pelagics. Booking offices: Interna- 
tional Diving Expeditions, See & Sea Travel, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best package: 10 days, all meals 4-5 
dives per day, $2,970. 


Philippines 

PCP HOLIDAY CRUISES/MY NAUTIKA 

MANILA e¢ (011) 632-614230 © e-mail: 
nautika@mnl.sequel.net ° internet: 
http://www.jake.com/DIVE/locker.html ¢ Dives the 
Sulu Sea, Apo Reef, Cebu/Poohol, Busuanga. Offers per- 
sonalized service with a staffing ratio of 1:1. Booking 
office: Rothschild Dive Safaris. Best package: 7 days, 6 
nights, $200 per person, per night. 


Puerto Rico 

SAN ANTONIO 

SAN JUAN ¢ (787) 724-1882, (787) 729-2929, EXT. 
240 e Dives Fajardo and Culebra. 60-foot vessel with 
captain’s cabin and 2 dormitory-type cabins. Family-ori- 
ented operation. Booking office: Caribe Aquatic Adven- 
tures. Charter 7 days/6 nights, group of 6 persons, 
$9,535. 

VIKING STARSHIP 

RINCON « (800) 877-3202, (809) 823-7010 e« Dives 
Desecheo, Mona and Monito islands. 140-foot boat, 70 
bunk beds. The only live-aboard in area. Best package: 2- 
day dive trip to Mona and Monito islands, $250 per diver. 


Red Sea 

FORTUNA I 

Dives north and central Red Sea. 82 feet, 8 cabins. All pri- 
vate bathrooms. Booking office: Tropical Adventures Trav- 
el. Best package: 7 days, $1,395. 

FORTUNA Il 

Dives north and central Red Sea. 82 feet, 6 cabins. All pri- 
vate bathrooms. Booking office: Tropical Adventures Trav- 
el. Best package: 7 days, $1,395. 

FORTUNE 1 

Dives northern and central Red Sea. 165 feet, 20 cabins. 
Deluxe accommodations. Booking office: Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. 

GHAZALA ADVENTURER 

SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT ¢ (011) 2062-600697 « 
Dives the Red Sea. 92 feet, 7 cabins. Booking office: Inter- 
national Diving Expeditions. Best package: $225 per day. 
GHAZALA EXPLORER 

SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT ¢ (011) 2062-600697 « 
Dives the Red Sea. 92 feet, 7 cabins. New boat, deluxe 
accommodations. Booking offices: Reef & Rainforest 
Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $1,495. 
GHAZALA I 

SHARM-EL-SHEIKH, EGYPT ¢ (011) 2062-600697 « 
Dives northern Red Sea, including Ras Mohammed, 
Straits of Tiran, Thistlegorm. 82 feet, 6 cabins. Booking 
offices: Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, 
See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel, International 
Diving Expeditions. Best package: $1,350 for 7 days. 
GHAZALA VOYAGER 

SHARM EL SHEIKH, EGYPT ¢ (011) 2062-600697 e 
Dives the Red Sea. 80 feet, 8 cabins. New boat, deluxe 
accommodations. Booking offices: Reef & Rainforest 
Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $1,495. 

M/V SEA SURVEYOR 

EILAT, ISRAEL ¢ (011) 9727-370337 © Dives Sinai, 
Sudan, Yemen, Djibouti, Eritrea, southern Egypt. 115-foot 
vessel with 9 cabins, 18 divers max; nitrox, unlimited 
freshwater and E-6 processing. Booking offices: Adven- 
ture Express, International Diving Expeditions, Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel. 
Best package: 7 nights, unlimited diving, $1,540. 
FANTASEA Il 

EGYPT « (800) 390-DIVE, (310) 571-7155/7156 « e- 


TRUST 


mail: fantasea@actcom.co.il ¢ Dives Red Sea, Aldabra 
Atoll and the Seychelles Islands. 115 feet, 6 guest cab- 
ins. Deluxe accommodations. Booking offices: Interna- 
tional Diving Expeditions, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 10 days, $3,500. 


Solomon Islands 

BLUE LAGOON CRUISES S.I. LTD. 

(011) 677-25300 ¢ e-mail: solomonsea@netilus.com ° 
internet: http://www.netilus.com/SolomonSea ¢ Dives 
Solomon Islands and western Solomons. Offers 27 years 
experience. 

M/V BILIKIKI 

HONIARA « (800) 663-5363, (011) 677-20412 « 
e-mail: Bilikiki@Horizon.bc.ca ¢ internet: 
http://www. 3routes.com/scuba/bilikiki.html ¢ 
Dives the Solomon Islands, Florida Islands, Morovo 
Lagoon. 125-foot live-aboard with 10 cabins, profes- 
sional diving services, E-6 processing. Booking 
offices: International Diving Expeditions, Reef & Rain- 
forest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, 
Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 10 days, 


$2,930. 


M/V SOLOMON SEA 

Dives Solomon Islands, including Morovo Lagoon, New 
Georgia Islands. 80-foot boat, 5 cabins. Caters to small 
groups. Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, 
Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 days, $1,855 


M/V SPIRIT OF SOLOMONS 
HONIARA « (800) 663-5363, (011) 677-20412 © e-mail: 
bilikiki@horizon.bc.ca e internet: 


http: //www.3routes.com/scuba/bilikiki.html ¢ Dives 
the Solomon Islands. 120-foot vessel with 13 cabins, E46 
processing, experienced and professional diving services. 
Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best package: 10 days, $2,930. 
POSEIDON’S QUEST 

Dives the Dahlak Archipelago, Suakin reefs and other 
reefs of Red Sea. 98-foot vessel, 5 cabins, 10 divers max. 
Booking office: See & Sea Travel. 


Thailand 

ANDAMAN EXPLORER 

PHUKET e (011) 6676-340088 e« e-mail: 
FANTASEA@Phuket.com e internet: 


http://www.padi.com/fantasea.htm ¢ Dives the Similan 
Islands. 50-foot boat, 7 cabins. Booking office: Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel. 

CRESCENT 

PHUKET ¢ (011) 6676-340406 @¢ e-mail: 
seadivers@phuket.com ¢ Dives Similan Islands, Surin 
Islands and Richelieu Rocks. 60-foot ketch with 3 dou- 
ble cabins and 4 berth cabins, all with air-condition- 
ing. Offers comfortable diving in small groups of 8 to 
10. Booking offices: Adventure Express; Boulder 
Adventures, (303) 443-6789; Tropical Adventures 
Travel. Best package: 7 days/8 nights, Surin Island 
cruise, 3 dives daily, accommodations, meals, 
$1,080 per person. 

FANTASEA DIVERS/M/V FANTASEA 

PHUKET e (011) 6676-295511, (011) 6676-340088 « 
e-mail: FANTASEA@Phuket.com e internet: 
http: //www.padi.com/fantasea.htm ¢ Dives Burma 
Banks, Similan Islands, Myanmar, Andaman Sea. 100- 
foot vessel with 5 air-conditioned double cabins, 1 quad 
and 1 single. Professional photography services available. 
Booking offices: Adventure Express, International Diving 
Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Trav- 
el, See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 7 days, $1,460. 

GAEA 

PHUKET ¢ (011) 6676-340406 «¢ e-mail: 
seadivers@phuket.com ¢ Dives Similan Islands, Surin 
Islands and Richelieu Rocks. 50-foot trimaran with 3 
double cabins and 2 single cabins. Offers comfortable 
diving in small groups of 8 to 10. Booking offices: 
Tropical Adventures Travel; Boulder Adventures, (303) 
443-6789; Adventure Express. Best package: 7 
days/8 nights, Surin Island cruise, 3 dives daily, all 
food and accommodations, tanks and weights, $1,080 
per person. 

PIDC DIVERS 

PHUKET * (011) 6676-280645, (011) 6676-280644 e 
Dives Similan, Surin and Richelieu Rocks. Full board, 
accommodations in air-conditioned cabins, tanks, weights 
and air. PAD! and NAU! courses offered on the trip. 

SAI MAI 

PHUKET ¢ (011) 6676-330936 ¢ Dives Burma Banks, 
Similan Islands. 73-foot boat, 4 cabins. Booking offices: 
International Diving Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest World- 
wide Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 7 days, $1,795. 








SERAPH 

PHUKET ¢ (011) 6676-340406 @¢ e-mail: 
seadivers@phuket.com e¢ Dives Similan Islands, Surin 
Islands and Richelieu Rocks. 57-foot schooner with 4 dou- 
ble cabins. Offers comfortable diving in small groups of 8 
to 10. Booking offices: Tropical Adventures Travel; Boul- 
der Adventures, (303) 443-6789; Adventure Express. 
Best package: 5 days, 6 nights, Similan Island cruise, 3 
dives per day, $770 per person. 

WANDERLUST 

PHUKET ¢ (011) 6676-340406 e« e-mail: 
seadivers@phuket.com ¢ Dives Similan Islands, Surin 
Islands and Richelieu Rocks, as well as Racha Yai, Racha 
Noi and Shark Point. 51-foot trimaran with 3 double cabins, 
and 2 single cabins. Offers comfortable diving in small 
groups of 8 to 10. Booking offices: Tropical Adventures 
Travel; Boulder Adventures, (303) 443-6789; Adventure 
Express. Best package: 7 days/8 nights, Surin Island 
cruise, 3 dives daily, accommodations, food, $1,080 per 
person. 


SS THORFINN 

(011) 691-330-4302 e Dives Truk Lagoon and other Truk 
sites. 170-foot vessel, 11 staterooms, 22-diver capacity, 
aluminum dive tenders. Caters to small parties. Booking 
offices: International Diving Expeditions, PacTours, Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, 
Trio-N-Tour Micronesia, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 7 days, $1,400. 

TRUK AGGRESSOR Il 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 344-5662, (808) 329- 
8182 ¢ e-mail: divboat@aol.com e internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com ¢ Dives reefs and wrecks 
of Truk Lagoon. 117-foot by 22-foot vessel with 14 pas- 
sengers max. Emphasis on service, consistency 
throughout Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Trav- 
el, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 5 days, 
$1,395. 

AQUANAUT 

Dives various sites throughout the Turks & Caicos Islands. 
Booking office: See & Sea Travel. 

PETER HUGHES/SEA DANCER 

CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA « (800) 9-DANCER, (305) 
669-9391 ¢ e-mail: dancer@winnet.net ¢ internet: 
http://www. winnet.net/dancer/ ¢ Dives throughout 
the Turks & Caicos Islands. 110-foot vessel with 9 
staterooms. Booking offices: Reef & Rainforest 
Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, Tropi- 
cal Adventures Travel. Best package: $1,495 for 7 
days. 

TURKS & CAICOS AGGRESSOR 

MORGAN CITY, LOUISIANA ¢ (800) 348-2628, (504) 
385-2628 ¢ e-mail: divboat@aol.com «¢ internet: 
http://www.aggressor.com e Dives throughout the Turks 
& Caicos. 100 feet, 7 cabins. Emphasis on service, con- 
sistency throughout Aggressor Fleet. Booking offices: See 
& Sea Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 
days, $1,295-$1,495, all-inclusive. 


YACHT TRIWORLD 


ST. THOMAS, USVI ¢ (809) 771-0164 © e-mail: tri- 
world@admirals.com e internet: 


http://www.adiirals.com/triworld/ © Dives the U.S. Vir- 
gin Islands and British Virgin Islands. 58-foot trimaran with 
3 double cabins with own head and shower. Offers person- 
alized service with no set itinerary. Dive package: allinclu- 
sive, rates based on 6-person occupancy, $1,200. 


ANTARES Ill 

Dives Los Roques archipelago. 85 feet, 6 cabins. Deluxe 
accommodations. Booking office: Tropical Adventures 
Travel. Best package: 7 days, $1,375. 

LOS ROQUES NATIONAL PARK/AEREOTUY 
PORLAMAR, MARGARITA ISLAND e (011) 5895- 
632211/630307/630367 « Dives the Los Roques 
archipelago. Arranges live-aboard trips, lodging and 
flights. Virtually unexplored dive areas. Booking offices: 
Dive Tours, See & Sea, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 8 days/7 nights on live-aboard, including airfare 
from Margarita to Los Roques, unlimited diving, all meals, 
soft drinks, $1,495 per person, dbl. occ. 


SONG SAI GON 

NHA TRANG « internet: http://www.maluku.com ¢ 
Dives the South China Sea out of Nha Trang (May thru 
July). L00-foot boat, 5 air-conditioned cabins. Booking 
office: Maluku Adventures. Best package: 7 days, 7 
nights, $2,225 per person. 
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Soin us for a Shark Dive! 











Embark on a voyage of discovery in the remote and pristine Bahamas aboard the 
award-winning Nekton Pilot. Experience the first-class accommodations, the 
delicious cuisine, and the fabulous diving from the elevating dive platform. 
Departing from south Florida and Great Exuma for week-long excursions, the 
Nekton Pilot is designed to pamper divers seeking adventure and the unique. 


Nexton Divine Cruises 
(800) 899-6753 (305) 463-9324 
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Set sail on Windjammer’s 6 or 13 day 
Caribbean adventures and bring a 
companion for 1/2 fare! 


Call your travel agent or 


1-800-327-2601. 


http://www.windjammer.com 


* Space is limited. Standard cabin. Applies to 
June through mid-December sailings only. 
Must show diver certification upon booking. 


‘, 


| © Windjammer Barefoot Cruises ag 
P.O. Box 190120, Dept..66. , Miami Beach, FL 33119-0120 
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DIVE OPERATORS 





ABCs/ 


ruba is a darling of the sun-and- 

sandals crowd, and for good rea- 
son—it pushes all the right 

tourist hot buttons: luxury high-rises with 
jacuzzi and a private swatch of cuddly 
white beach, bathtub-warm turquoise 
waters by day, glittering casinos by night. 
Now for the surprise: Aruba’s collec- 

tion of nearshore wrecks earned it a near- 
tie with Bermuda for best wreck diving in 
the Caribbean/Atlantic region in this 
year’s Readers’ Choice Awards. An 
aggressive artificial reef program has put 
this most Spanish and independent of the 
Netherlands Antilles islands back on the 
dive atlas, with enough wrecks—shallow 
and deep, small and 
nonolithic—to fill 





SALT PIER 1S JUST ONE 
OF THE REASONS 

RSD READERS 
CONSISTENTLY RATE 
BONAIRE AS ONE OF 
THE TOP DIVE 
DESTINATIONS IN THE 
CARIBBEAN. 
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your dance card for the better part of a 
week. Then it’s time for the jacuzzi. 
WEATHER: Dry and sunny year-round. 
Rarely below 75F in winter or above 85F in 
summer. Constant 
trade winds lower 
humidity and blow 


pests away. 


Aruba 
|Fish Life 3.66 
‘Big Animals 1.95 
) Healthy Reefs 3.76 
| Walls 2.50 


stelar:lig= 


)Fish Life’ 4.24 

‘ Big Animals 1.98 
Healthy Reefs 4.64 
Walls 3.53 

| Wrecks 2.62 
‘Shore Diving 4.80 
| Value 4.48 

| Overall 4.53 


Fish Life 3.72 

‘Big Animals 1.68 

: Healthy Reefs 4.23 

| Walls 3.95 en 
: Wrecks 2.97 

: Shore Diving 4.07 
Value 4.17 

: Overall 4.09 


DIVING 


Reader Ratings 





Reader Ratings 


Reader Ratings 
Curacao 





AVERAGE WATER TEMP: As stable as the 


weather: 80F in summer with some dips 
to 75F in winter. 
VISIBILITY: Depending on currents and 
plankton, ranges from 50 to 100 feet. 
THREE GREAT DIVES: The Pilot Boat at 90 


feet is home to morays peering from port- 
holes and a school of mutinous glassy 
sweepers occupying the wheelhouse. The 
German freighter 
Antilla—which 
sank more than 
50 years ago—is 
now a high-rise 
coral condomini- 
um. The Jane Sea 
is a spooky 250- 
foot freighter sail- 


> 


ing the ocean’s 
bottom. 


ARUBA DIVE OPERATORS 


ARUBA PRO DIVE 

(011) 2978-25520 © Dives the south coast, Rocky 
Beach, Baby Beach and Dos Chiquito reefs and west 
coast wrecks, including the Antilla, the Debbie I/ and 
sunken airplanes. Small 
groups with no minimum on 
the number of divers, all lev- 
els of instruction, underwater 
photography and no deposit 
required on equipment. 
Booking office: TNT Travel, 
(800) 262-0123, (617) 262- 
9200. Package: 7 nights, six 
1-tank dives, $1,709 sgl. 
occ., $945 dbl. occ. 

ARUBA SCUBA CENTER 
(800) 845-3483, (011) 
2978-21596 « Dives all of 
the popular dive sites 
around Aruba, especially 
the south coast reefs. 
Small operation gives per- 
sonal attention to small 
groups (8-9 divers max.) on 
a 33-foot boat. Located at 
the Bushiri Resort. All-inclu- 
sive resort packages avail- 
able, diving extra. 

DAX DIVERS ARUBA 
(011) 2978-51270 © Dives 
the greater Aruba area. Mas- 
ter instructor on staff, nitrox 
facility. 

MERMAID SPORT 
DIVERS 

(011) 2978-35546 « e- 
mail: 74437.2046@com- 
puserve.com e Dives 
Aruba’s south side. Offers 
personal service and free 
transportation. Package: 8 
dives including tanks and 
weights, $199. 

NATIVE DIVERS ARUBA 
(011) 2978-64763 ¢ Dives 
the south coast reefs and 
wrecks, west coast wrecks 
and Antilla night dive. Small 
groups, personalized ser- 
vice, flexible schedules. 
PELICAN WATERSPORTS 
(011) 2978-31228/24739 
e Dives Aruba’s south and 
west coasts. A complete and 
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extensive dive schedule. Booking office: East Coast 
Divers, (800) 649-3483. Package: 7 nights at the Holiday 
Inn, American breakfast daily, $747 per person. 

RED SAIL SPORTS ARUBA 

(800) 255-6425, (011) 2978-61603 « Dives Aruba’s 
southern side, including Palm Beach, wrecks and south- 
eastern coral slopes. Owns Pro 42 Jet dive boat, staff 
always carries tanks and gear, towels provided. Package: 
5 dives, $125. 

SCUBA ARUBA 

(011) 2978-66690 « Offers wreck, reef and night diving. 
Caters to all skill levels of divers in an unhurried environ- 
ment, PADI staff. Best package: 4 dives, equipment 
included, $100. 

UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 

(800) 450-2084, (011) 2978-60096 « Dives all wrecks 
of Aruba, including the southeast coast. Small groups, 
emphasis on fun and safety. Booking offices: KJ Dive 
Adventures; Dolphin Holiday, (800) 345-2782. 


ABCs/BONAIRE 


ap’n Don—that embodiment of 

Bonaire diving—coined the opera- 

tive phrase for this boot-shaped 
island off Venezuela’s coast: “Diving Free- 
dom.” Here’s the deal: Anytime you want 
it, 24 hours a day, the reef awaits. Down 
here you’re among friends. As the official 
license plates say, “Divers’ Paradise.” 

And Bonaireans intend to keep it 
that way. One of the Caribbean’s oldest 
and most effective marine parks protects 
the coral reefs that ring all of Bonaire and 
are, quite literally, just a giant-stride from 
shore. You can relax on a five-minute 
boat ride or take advantage of the unlim- 
ited shore diving option offered by resorts 
here. Throw some tanks in the back of 
your rental Jeep and head out to the 60- 
plus sites marked, mapped and reserved 
for divers only. Naturally, Bonaire earned 
“world’s best shore diving” honors in this 
year’s Readers’ Choice Awards. 
p> WEATHER: Dry and sunny year-round. 
Temperatures rarely below 75F in winter 
or above 85F in summer. Trade winds 
lower humidity and blow away most 
winged pests. 
p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Matches the 
weather: 80F in summer, with an occa- 
sional dip to 75F in winter. 
> VISIBILITY: Depending on currents and 
plankton, from 60 to 100 feet; occasion- 
ally more in summer. 
p> THREE GREAT DIVES: Around nearby Klein 
Bonaire, a tiny deserted island, are 24 pri- 
mal sites. Washington-Slagbaai Park is 
one of the Caribbean’s largest wilderness 
areas and offers advanced shore diving. 
On the northwest coast, Rappel and 
Karpata are monuments to hearty hard 
corals and prime seahorse pastures. 


BONAIRE DIVE OPERATORS 


BLACK DURGON INN/SCUBA CENTER 
(800) 526-2370, (011) 5997-5736 ® Dives all moored 


A UNIQUE DIVING EXPERIEN CE! 

» Professional Dive Staff 

» PADI Dive Center located beachae 
Aruba Palm Beach Resort 

» Free Pick-up from Hotels 

®» Full Watersports Facility 

» Hotel/Dive Packages Available 


On-site info: phone/fax 


In U.S.A. call: (800) 450-2084 


CIRCLE NO. 7 ON READER SERVICE CARD 





WATERSPORTS 


* PADI International Training Facility 

* Modern dive centers with custom-built boats 
and top quality rental/retail equipment. 

* Night dives, two-tank dives, wreck dives, 
shore dives and more. 


& PELICAN 
— 


P.O. Box 1194, Oranjestad, Aruba 


5 Dive Package starts $125 
Hotel/Dive packages available 
at La Cabana, Holiday Inn 
and Wyndham Beach Resorts 


@ 


WYNDHAM ARUBA 
YOU GET THINGS HERE THAT YOU BEART RESORT CASING 
DON'T GET ANYWHERE ELSE, 


For information call 


011-2978-24739 « Fax O11 2978-32655 


CIRCLE NO. 4 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Complete packages from $459 with air out of Miami 
or Tampa, slightly higher out of Newark, 
Baltimore/Washington and most U.S. cities. 


Rates are per person, double occupancy 
and valid now through 12/15/96. 


1-800-677-7888 


For the Best Dive Vacation! 





FAIR ZARUBA 
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red sail sports 
ARUBA ime 
e Brand New Custom-Built, Pro 42 Dive Boat 
¢ Daily Two-Tank, One-Tank, Night & Wreck Dives 
e Four Complete Watersport Centers at Aruba’s 
Finest Hotels 
e Hotel Dive Packages Available 


NEW PRICING! 
5 tanks beginning at $125 


Advertised rate is a dive only package. Restrictions apply. Call for details. 
CIRCLE NO. 5 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


° Best Prive, ~ iy 


¢ Friendly PAD! Certified 
» Reel, Wretk & Night Dive 
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sites around Bonaire, special locations, including east 
side. Noncommercial atmosphere, reef wall directly off 
property. Call for customized package rates. 

BLUE DIVERS/PALM STUDIOS 

(011) 5997-6860 © Boat dives to Klein Bonaire and 
guided shore dives to all sites. 25 years experience, 
small personal dive operation. Booking office: Great 
Southern Adventures, (601) 353-7559. 

BON BINI DIVERS BONAIRE 

(800) 786-3483, (011) 5997-5425 « Dives Bonaire 
Marine Park, Klein Bonaire and the southern tip of the 
island. Offers personalized and professional diving ser- 
vices and instructional courses. Booking offices: 
Caribbean Dive Tours, Undersea Adventures. Package: 
8 days/7 nights in condominium, breakfast daily, 6 
days of 6 boat dives, unlimited shore diving, $791.25 
per person. 
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SAND DOLLAR, | 
you will notice 4” 
something very 

different for a dive 
resort - condos. ; 

Bonaire, in the Dutch 

Cariobean, has long 

been known as one | 

of the world’s top , 

dive destinations, 

and now you can | 
dive with the 
premier dive ° 
resort on Bonaire. 
Everything at SAND DOLLAR Is 
centrally located, right on the 
dock. The dive 
store, photo 
and video #a == 
facility, 
guest 
equipment 
storage BE 4 ge 
and 
restaurant 
are in one 
convenient location at t the resort! 


SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


































BUDDY DIVE RESORT 

(800) 934-3483, (011) 5997-5080 « Dives Bonaire's 
north and south sides and Klein Bonaire. Guided dives to 
the east side, drive-in filling station for shore dives. Book- 
ing offices: Caribbean Adventures, Caribbean Dive Tours, 
Rothschild Travel. Package: 8 days/7 nights, 6 boat 
dives, unlimited shore diving, deluxe 1-bedroom apart- 
ment, $662 per person. 

CAPTAIN DON’S HABITAT 

(011) 5997-8290 ¢ e-mail: divebuda@aol.com ¢ intemet 
http: //www.interktnowledge.com/bonaire/ ¢ Dives all listed 
dive sites on Bonaire. The “Home of Diving Freedom” 
offers flexible schedules, tanks 24 hours a day, reef right 
offshore. Booking office: Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas. Pack- 
age: 8 days, 7 nights, 2 boat dives daily, unlimited shore 
diving, breakfast, transfers, taxes and gratuities, from 
$580. 
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SAND DOLLAR DIVE & 
PHOTO Is simply 
unparalleled inthe 8% 

Caribbean for a 

convenience and fe) 
ease of diving. Relax 
and watch a sunset Fy 

in the open-air 
GREEN PARROT 
restaurant. Then — 

- enjoy a studio, 1, 2 
or 3-bedroom 

oceanfront condo, S 

fully furnished, with | 


air-conditioned 
bedrooms, large living areas, 
cable TV, full kitchens 
and private 
» balconies. 
% Call for 


¥) BE] BS) BST 
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COMPpIEIe. 
family Be 
vacation 
packages 2 
and ask 
about our = & 


kids program — 
the SAN Praty CLUB! 
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BbOna re’ s premier Dive Resor 
| 
Reservations: 1-800-288-4773 or 407-774-9292, BONAIRE: 599-7-8738 
SAND DOLLAR RESERVATIONS * P.O. Box 3253, LONGwoon, FL 32779 = 
© 1996 SAND DOLLAR REsORT/CLINE. 
HMI SSPE BSS BASS? 
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DIVERS 


TRUS T 


CARIB INN 
(011) 5997-8819 e e-mail: 
75317.667@compuserve.com e internet: 


http: //www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/ ¢ Dives all 
of Bonaire and Klein Bonaire. Small, intimate, family-like 
operation. Call for hotel and dive packages. 

DEE SCARR/TOUCH THE SEA 

(011) 5997-8529 ¢ Caters to small groups, offers spe- 
cialty courses. Personalized, unique guiding. 

DIVE BONAIRE/PETER HUGHES 

(800) 367-3484, (919) 419-3484 « Dives Calabas 
Reef, Jerry’s Reef, La Dania’s Leap, 1,000 Steps, Hilma 
Hooker. Experienced operation, Peter Hughes standards. 
Booking offices: Caradonna Caribbean Tours, Go Diving, 
PADI Travel Network, Tropical Adventures Travel. Pack- 
ages may vary. Call booking offices for rates. 

GREAT ADVENTURES AT HARBOUR VILLAGE 
(800) 868-7477, (011) 5997-7500 « internet: 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/ « Dives 
moorings on leeward side of Bonaire and Klein Bonaire, 
except Washington Park. Caters to small groups, high 
staff-to-guest ratio, stresses comfort and amenities for 
guests. Booking office: Caradonna Caribbean Tours. 
PHOTO TOURS 

(011) 5997-8060 « Dives Bonaire and Klein Bonaire. 
Offers photography and video services. 

SAND DOLLAR DIVE & PHOTO 

(800) 288-4773, (011) 5997-5252 e internet: 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/ ¢ Dives the 
waters around Bonaire and Klein Bonaire. 4 boat depar- 
tures daily, children’s programs, guided kayak and 
snorkeling trips, free snorkel field trips, 16 instructors, 
courses offered in 6 languages. 

SUNSET BEACH DIVE CENTER 

(800) 328-2288, (011) 5997-8330 « internet: 
http://www.interknowledge.com/bonaire/ ¢ Dives the 
west coast of Bonaire and Klein Bonaire. Offers diving 
freedom and a friendly and multilingual dive staff. Book- 
ing office: Caradonna Caribbean Tours. Package: 8 days, 
7 nights, 6 days diving with 1 night dive, unlimited shore 
diving, 1 night dive and 1 meal, taxes and service 
charges, $869. 

TOUCAN DIVING BONAIRE 

(800) 282-3941, (011) 5997-2500 © e-mail: 
valkbon@ibm.net ¢ Dives all sites on Bonaire and Klein 
Bonaire. Takes small groups (12 divers max.) to remote 
sites in a friendly, professional atmosphere. Booking 
office: Travel Marketing Services, Ltd., (800) 766-6016. 
Packages vary. Call for rates. 


ABGs/CURACAO 


uracao is the definitive Dutch 

vacation isle, and the capital city 

of Willemstad is the center of 
power, population, commerce and 
nightlife in the Netherlands Antilles. 

Divers have come to know the island 

apart from its association with sister 
islands Aruba and Bonaire, and for good 
reason. Along the leeward west coast of 
the island are shallow reefs that yield to a 
gradual reef slope and, eventually, sheer 
drop-offs. Scattered among the reefs are 
numerous shipwrecks and much of the 
island’s lush reefs fall under the protec- 
tion of a marine park. You can reach 
many of Curagao’s dive sites from shore, 
but visiting divers should always be wary 
of currents that run along the shoreline. 
p> WEATHER: Dry and sunny year-round, 
with temperatures rarely falling below 
75F in the winter or rising above 85F 
in the summer. 
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Tourism Corporation Bonaire, 10 Rockefeller Plaza, Suite 900, New York, NY, 10020, Phone 212-956-5911, Fax 212-956-5913. © 1996, TCB/Cline Group. 








Finally, a resort that has it all... 
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Bonaire’s 5 Star Diving Resort 
Brand-new 5-star resort with 224 luxurious suites and villas, 
a complete watersports facility with new dive boats and dive 
shops, 2 restaurants/3 bars, shops, activities desk, mini-mar- | 
ket, rental center (with cars, scooters and Boston Whalers), 
the best casino on the island and a beautiful beach. f 
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yey For reservations 
& information call: 
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-821-1012 Special Group Rates Available | 
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FLAMINGO BEACH RESORT 
& CASINO 


invites you to celebrate 


PETER HUGHES DIVE BONAIRE'S 
20TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL! 
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4 NIGHTS 
FROM AS LOW AS 


E 1 PER PERSON, DBL OCC. [aiIMiedD og > 
VALUE ADDED FEATURES 
e Unlimited boat dives 
(as scheduled 
e Unlimited airfills 
(for shore diving) 
e $20.00 per person, 
per stay, beverage credit 


e $29.00 per room match 
play at Flamingo Casino 


(800) 367-3484 


Price quoted is for a four (4) night stay per person based on double occupancy and is 
valid from April 8, 1996 through December 20, 1996. Price includes air-conditioned 
accommodations in a Standard room, roundtrip airport/hotel transfers, complimen- 
tary buoyancy control clinic, the above mentioned VALUE ADDED FEATURES, 
all taxes and service charges on package features. Local Phone: (919) 419-3484 
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p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: 80F in the sum- 
mer but dipping to 75F in the winter. 

p> VISIBILITY: Visibility ranges from 60 to 
100 feet or more, depending on storms 
and plankton blooms. 

p> THREE GREAT DIVES: Curacao’s signature 
wreck dive, the Superior Producer, is a 
sunken freighter that’s upright and intact 
at 110 feet. Marked by a buoy, it’s acces- 
sible from shore or by boat. The drop-off 
at Mike’s Place features black corals, 
orange elephant ear sponges and a mas- 
sive barrel sponge that has flattened out 
into a 12-foot disk. At 30 feet, the plateau 
at East Point drops off into a sheer verti- 
cal wall sprouting with stove-pipe 
sponges and and evergreen black corals. 


CURAGAO DIVE OPERATORS 


CORAL CLIFF DIVING 

(011) 5999-642822 e« Dives Mushroom Forest and 
Cave, Big Sponge, west side of Curagao. Quiet and 
relaxed diving, only operator on west side of island. Book- 
ing office: Caradonna Caribbean Tours. 10-dive package 
with unlimited shore diving, tanks and weights, $235. 
PRINCESS DIVERS /PETER HUGHES 

(800) 9 DANCER, (011) 5999-658991 ® e-mail: 
dancer@winnet.net e internet: 
http://www.winnet.net/dancer ¢ Dives the entire south- 
west coast of Curacao and Klein Curacao. Adding new 41- 
foot boat in June, will become a nitrox center in near 
future. Package: 4 nights including diving, $495, dbl. occ. 
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consumer. 


FL 
Robert Kries - Pembroke Pines, 








SCUBA 


THE MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 


Thanks for your trust! 


















g of dive gear 


informed 


Rodale’s and I share a love of diving and 
a concern for the well-being of both 
divers and the undersea world Rodale’s 
has my interests at heart; they not only 
care, they ask for my opinion. Reading 
Rodale’s helps me be a better diver. 


Lori Parker - Woodstock, GA 


DIVING 


RED SAIL SPORTS CURACAO 

(800) 255-6425, (011) 5999-368800 « Dives entire 
southwest coast of Curagao, including Curagao Underwa- 
ter Park and West Point. Owns Pro 42 Jet dive boat, new 
gear, staff carries gear and tanks, towels provided. 
Opened in March. Call for package rates. 

SEASCAPE 

(011) 5999-625000, EXT. 6056 « Located at the 
Curacao Caribbean Hotel & Casino. Dives Curacgao’s 
south coast, including shipwrecks and airplane wrecks, 
and wall, cave, reef, drift and night dives at more than 40 
sites. 25 years experience and a dedicated, multilingual 
crew. Booking offices: Caradonna Caribbean Tours, PADI 
Travel Network, Scuba Holidays, (312) 929-2821. Dive 
packages vary. Call for rates. 

TOUCAN DIVING 

(011) 5999-612500 « Dives Curacgao’s south coast, the 
underwater park and sites from east to west at Bunda 
Abao. Offers shore diving, dive safaris, boat diving from a 
60-foot catamaran. Booking offices: Vandervalk Tours, 
(011) 31-1724-85151; Vandervalk Travel, (011) 31- 
3440-30302; Globetrotters, (617) 621-0099, ext. 464. 
Dive packages vary. Call for rates. 

UNDERWATER CURACAO 

(011) 5999-618100 « Dives the National Underwater 
Park, Eastpoint, West Point and Klein Curacao. Dedicated 
dive hotel, custom dive programs and personalized diving 
services. Booking offices: Caradonna Caribbean Tours, 
Go Diving, PADI Travel Network. 


AUSTRALIA 


f all the fabled “land down under” 
had to offer was the Great Barrier 
Reef, it would still be the most over- 
whelming dive destination not only in the 
Pacific, but on the planet. With 2,900 
separate reef systems interwoven into a 









1,200-mile-long factory of biodiversity, 
the reef that stretches along the country’s 
east coast swells with diversity: 1,500 
species of fish, 4,000 types of mollusks, 
400 species of hard and soft corals—at 
last count. And there are 1,200 ship- 
wrecks to explore, some dating back to 
the 17th century. 

But there’s more to Aussie land 
than just the GBR. Just a day’s sail east 
of the reef is the fabled Coral Sea, where 
subsea mountains called bommies 
explode with their own fantastical pro- 
fusions of life. From Australia’s south 
coast, there are great white shark expe- 
ditions where divers can go mask-to- 
nose with the shark we love to fear. And 
on the West Coast, you can swim with 
whale sharks, the gentle giants we just 
love, period. 
p> WEATHER: Australian weather patterns 
are opposite of those in North America. 
Summer runs from December to February, 
and winter runs from June through 
August. The Tropic of Capricorn cuts 
across through the country just north of 
Heron Island. In the north, daytime tem- 
peratures range from the 80Fs in winter to 
the 90Fs with high humidity in summer. In 
the south, winter temps range from the 


Beach Divers Hawaii Scuba Center 
Scuba, Dive & Snorkel on Captain Bruce’s Jet Boat! 


DIVING © TRAINING @ SALES ¢ AIR © RENTAL © REPAIRS 


e Limit 14 divers on Hawaii's only Jet Dive Boot built for 20 divers. 

© West Oahu diving over healthy reefs with a rainbow of tropical fish. 

e Guided underwater Eco-fours with Naturalist Specialty instructors. 

© Full wetsuits—New Gear—Tanks 
with more air for longer dives. 

e PADI 5-Star Instructor Development 
Center providing all services. 


Captain Bruce’s 
Beach Divers Hawaii 


Call Toll-Free for Dive Reservations, 
Hotel Reservations & Courses 


1-800-535-2487 


Visit our new website: 


hittp:/www.Aloha.com/~bdh 











NORTHERN 
TERRITORY 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


BRISBANE  ™ 


SOUTH 


AUSTRALIA 


- “PERTH 


70Fs in winter to the 80Fs in summer. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: 80Fs in the sum- 
mer, mid-70Fs in winter. 

VISIBILITY: Water inside the Great Barri- 
er Reef is affected by tides and surge and 
averages 40 to 60 feet of visibility with an 
occasional high of 100 feet. Outside the 
reefs, visibility is usually a reliable 60 to 
100 feet and can soar to 200 feet in the 
open Coral Sea. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: Undisputed as the 
country’s top wreck, the SS Yongala, a 
luxury liner that sank in a 1911 typhoon, 
has since been completely overtaken with 
marine growth. Cod Hole swarms with 
massive potato cod, a grouper-like fish 
that tips the scales at 150+ pounds. 
Heron Island, home to one of several 
GBR research stations, offers a 100-foot- 
deep wall covered with sea fans. 


Reader Ratings 
Australia-Queensland 
Fish Life 4.59 
Big Animals 3.95 
Healthy Reefs 4.51 








5 Walls 3.89 


Wrecks 3.70 
iValue 4.49 
= Overall 4.61 

4 6 


excellent 


AUSTRALIA DIVE OPERATORS 


SCUBA WAREHOUSE 

PARRAMATTA « (011) 6126-891389 ° e-mail: 
100405.3322@compuserve.com e Dives Sydney Harbor 
and Sydney’s national parks. Offers boat and shore div- 
ing, rental gear and divemaster services if requested. 





NEW SOUTH 
WALES 





Booking office: PADI Travel Network. Best package: 2-day 
adventure weekend, 4 dives, $AUS99; lunch $AUS7.50 
extra. 


CULLEN BAY DIVE! 

CULLEN BAY « (011) 6189-813049 « Dives Darwin 
Harbor and surrounding area, including reefs and more 
than 20 shipwrecks. Offers new and professional diving 
facilities at marina, nitrox, Australian standards test sta- 
tion. Package: Trip to the wreck of the Marchart 3: 1 day, 
2 dives, tanks and weights, $AUS78, $AUS88 with 
lunch. 


ADVENTURE SPORTS 

BRISBANE « (011) 6173-3913766 © Dives southeast 
Queensland. 24-hour hotline, specializes in singles, cou- 
ples and small groups. Weekend dive package, meals, 
air fills, tanks and weights, snacks, $200. 2-tank day 
trips, $50. 

DON COWIE’S REEF SERVICES 

CAIRNS e (011) 6170-311588 « Dives the Great Barrier 
Reef (from Cairns or Mackay) and Undine Reef (from 
Cape Tribulation). Offers small, personalized groups, 16 
years experience, day boat in Cairns and day boat in 
Cape Tribulation. Cairns Convention and Visitors Bureau, 
(011) 6170-517366. Learn-to-Dive package at Cape 
Tribulation, including transfers from Cairns to Cape Tribu- 
lation, 5 nights accommodations, 4-day SSI dive course, 
$499. 

HERON ISLAND DIVE SHOP 

HERON ISLAND « (011) 6179-781488 « Dives Heron 
and Wistari Reefs. Designated a marine park, Heron 
Island is a coral cay with spectacular fish life. Dive sites 
within 15-minute boat ride. Booking office: Adventure 
Express. Best package: 5 nights, 8 boat dives with boat 
transfers, all meals, $4US1,067; approximately 
$US807. 

LIZARD ISLAND LODGE 

LIZARD ISLAND e (800) 812-525 (Australia only), 
(011) 6170-603999 e internet: 
http://www.peg.apc.org/~austresorts ° Dives the 
Great Barrier Reef, Coral Sea, Cod Hole, Lizard Island. 
Only land-based operation to dive the Cod Hole. 
NAUTILUS SCUBA CENTRE 

BRISBANE e (011) 6178-571440 « Dives local reefs 
and wrecks, the Great Barrier Reef. 20 years experience, 
emphasis on safety. Booking office: Dive Travel Australia, 
(011) 6129-706311. Best package: 2 nights, 2 days on 
120-foot live-aboard, all meals, air, tanks, unlimited div- 
ing, $225. 

OCEAN SPIRIT CRUISES 





Australia e 


CAIRNS ¢ (011) 6170-312920 © e-mail: ospirit@oze- 
mail.com.au ¢ Dives Michaelmas and Upolu Cays on the 
Great Barrier Reef. Located on the Great Barrier Reef, 
offers personal service. Booking offices: Always Dive 
Expeditions, (011) 6138-858863; Oz Dive; Pro Dive Trav- 
el, (011) 6126-656333. Best package: Upolu Cay, certify- 
ing dive, includes transfers, buffet lunch, morning /after- 
noon tea, all equipment, tour, $AUS124. 

PORT DOUGLAS DIVE CENTRE — 

PORT DOUGLAS « (011) 6170-995327 ¢ e-mail: port- 
doug@ozemail.com.au ¢ internet: http://www.oze- 
mail.com.au/~portdoug/pdvb.htmi ¢ Dives the outer 
reef sites on the Great Barrier Reef. Offers fast, modern 
dive boats, personal service. Best packages: 2-tank dive, 
full gear, $188; 1 day of snorkeling, full gear, $108. 
PRO DIVE BRISBANE 

BRISBANE « (011) 6173-3683766 © Dives the south- 
ern Great Barrier Reef and Moreton Bay. PADI 5-star 
IDC facility, 2 retail stores and heated training pool. 
Booking office: Pro Dive Travel, (011) 6122-649499; 
Best package: 2 day/2 night live-aboard trip: 6 to 10 
dives, all meals, $150; day trips: 2 dives and lunch, 
$60. 

QUICKSILVER DIVING SERVICES 

PORT DOUGLAS « (011) 6170-995050 « e-mail: 
quiki@internetnorth.com.au e¢_ internet: 
http://www.ozemail.com.au/~quick3 ¢ Dives Agin- 
court Reef and the Great Barrier Reef. Offers dive trips to 
the outer Great Barrier Reef. Booking office: Abel Tasman 
Tours, (800) 727-1626. Best package: 5 days accommo- 
dations, includes open-water certification, $AUS528. 
TUSA DIVE CONNECTION 

CAIRNS ¢ (011) 6170-311248 « e-mail: tusa@inter- 
netnorth.com.au « Dives over 20 outer reef sites from 
Cairns. 2 modern, high-speed vessels, small groups and 
individual attention. Booking office: Oz Dive. Package: 5 
nights, 3 days of diving, $AUS729 per person, sgl. occ; 
$AUS560 per person, dbl. occ., includes 2 dives per 
day, equipment rental, hotel transfers, lunch and morn- 
ing tea. 


GEELONG DIVE & OUTDOOR CENTRE 

GEELONG e (011) 6152-213342 © Dives Port Phillip 
Heads. Offers J-Class submarine diving and wall dives. 
Booking office: Dive Adventures, (011) 6139-5342700. 
Best package: 5 days/4 nights, 10 dives, tanks and 
weights, meals and accommodations, $490. 


CAPE DIVE 

DUNSBOROUGH e (011) 6197-568778 «¢ Dives Canal 
Rocks, Cape Naturaliste, Wrights Bank, Indjinup and 
Bunker Bay. Caters to groups as small as 2 divers or 
arranges package deals for up to 40 divers. Packages 
vary. 

CORAL DIVE 

CORAL BAY e (011) 6199-425940 « Dives Ningaloo 
Reef. Only operator in Coral Bay diving outer reef, lagoon 
and inner reef. 

MALIBU DIVING CENTRE 

ROCKINGHAM e (011) 6195-279211 «© e-mail: 
100245.2276@compuserve.com « Dives the Shoalwa- 
ter Marine Park, Carnac and Garden Islands and Murray 
Reefs. Offers 3 dives daily, nitrox and tech dives, wreck 
and reef dives, cave expeditions and dolphin and sea lion 
dives. Booking office: Ski and Sea Travel, (011) 6129- 
9070416. Best package: 2 boat dives, backpacker 
accommodations, $AUS40 (boat dives), $AUS10 (accom- 
modations). 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


ANACONDA II, AURIGA BAY II, ELIZABETH E I, 
ESPERANCE STAR, KALINDA/PRO DIVE CAIRNS, 
NIMROD III, PACIFIC STAR, PRO-DIVE 
TOWNSVILLE, REEF EXPLORER, RUM RUNNER I, 
RUM RUNNER Ill, S/V ATLANTIC CLIPPER/DOWN 
UNDER DIVE, SPIRIT OF FREEDOM, SPOIL- 
SPORT/MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS, STELLA 
MARIS/PRO DIVE CAIRNS, SUPERSPORT/MIKE 
BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS, SYDNEY SUNDANCER, 
TAKA II, TAKA Ill, UNDERSEA EXPLORER, WATER- 
SPORT/MIKE BALL DIVE EXPEDITIONS 


FALIE, LONNIE CLARE/OFF THE EDGE ADVENTURES 
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TRUE NORTH 


ou can do it all in the Bahamas: 
Y make guaranteed shark and 

dolphin dives, glide through 
shallow coral gardens, scale deep 
walls, explore shipwrecks old and new, 
and marvel at the limestone architec- 
ture of caverns, sinks and mysterious 
blue holes. The 700 limestone islands 
and cays that make up this island 
nation are scattered across 90,000 
square miles of the Atlantic, but they 
start just 55 miles east of Fort Laud- 
erdale. 

If you aren’t hopping from island 
to island by live-aboard, decide ahead 
of time what you want in the way of 
topside amenities. The major tourist 
islands of New Providence, Paradise 
Island and Freeport have plenty of 
casinos, golf courses and posh hotels 
to choose from, while the Out Islands 
(the Abacos, Andros, Bimini, Cat 
Island, Crooked Island, the Exumas, 
Harbour Island, Long Island and San 








Sharks. 


Salvador) are laid- 
back and rustic. 

WEATHER: From 
December to May, tem- 
peratures average 60F to 
75F, while summer 
temps average 80F to 
85F. Summer is the sea- 
son of flat seas and 
bright sun. While winter 
storm fronts make ideal 
conditions less pre- 
dictable, these storms 
pass quickly and condi- 
tions soon return to nor- 
mal. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: 
Winter water temps stay 
in the 70Fs while sum- 
mer temps peak in the 
high 80Fs. 

VISIBILITY: With no ™ 
runoff, vis is usually a consistent 100 to 
150 feet with peaks of 200 feet. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: Shark diving is 
offered on many islands and in many 
different forms. Some dive operators 
even let the customer do the feeding. The 
Blue Hole off Andros is one of the 





largest of the mysterious limestone cav- 
erns and features three different levels. 
The Current Cut off Harbour Island is 
an 8- to 12-knot thrill ride that will 
change your concept of drift diving. 
BAHAMAS DIVE OPERATORS 


BAHAMA DIVERS 
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Grand Bahama Island 
Diving and Hoel 
packages start 
at $168" 
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UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS4 SOCIETY 


Ay Get a FREE Dive Certificate 
1-800-992-DIVE or 305-351-9889 


* effective April 7, 1996 - Dec 15, 1996, prices subject to change 
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Why crisscross the Caribbean to find 
the world’s great dive destinations? 


Sere are endless possibilities for your next dive vacation, and 
The Bahamas has it all. From first-class hotels, great nightlife, 
casinos and shopping to quaint, remote out-islands, there’s 
something for everyone. And the diving is just as diverse, with 
world-class diving for divers of all experience levels. From the 
novice to the expert who’s been all over the planet, you'll find 


the diversity you're looking for in The Bahamas — walls, 


Call or Write Now to Receive a FREE 
Bahamas Dive Guide, Dive Video 


“or CD-ROM Brochure! 








_\ BaHAmas Dive. 
j VIDEO | 


BAHAMAS DIVE 
CD-ROM 


Banamas DivE 


Discover our diversity: 700 islands, 2 oceans, thousands of dive sites... Starting 50 miles from Miami! 


JUST COME TO THE ISLANDS OF THE BAHAMAS. 





dolphins, wrecks, sharks, blue-holes, incredible marine life and 
more. We have dive operators ready to help you discover our 
diversity. Call 1-800-866-DIVE to receive our FREE 1995 
BAHAMAS DIVE GUIDE, DIVE GUIDE VIDEO or CD-ROM 
DIVE GUIDE for your PC Computer. And remember, why 
crisscross the Caribbean to find the world's great dive 
destinations? Just come to The Islands of The Bahamas. 


Bahamas Diving Association Dive Operations: 


BRENDAL’S Dive SHOP 800-780-994 | 
Dive ABACO 800-247-5338 
SPANISH CAY DIVING 809-365-0083 
WALKER’S CAY UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 800-327-8150 
SMALL Hope BAY LODGE 800-223-6961 
BIMIN| UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 800-348-4644 
CAT ISLAND Dive CENTER 809-342-3053 
FERNANDEZ BAY VILLAGE 800-940-1905 
ELEUTHERA/ HARBOUR ISLAND ROMORA BAY CLUB 809-333-2323 

VALENTINE’S Dive CENTER 800-383-6480 
EXUMA . EXUMA FANTASEA 800-760-0700 
GRAND BAHAMA/FREEPORT THE UNDERWATER Explorers SOciETY 800-992-DIVE 
XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 800-327-8150 
STELLA MARIS RESORT 800-426-0466 
BAHAMA DIVERS 800-398-DIVE 
CUSTOM AQUATICS 809-362-1492 
Dive Dive Dive 800-368-3483 
Diver’s HAVEN 809-393-0869 
NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE 800-327-8150 
STUART Cove’s Dive SOUTH OCEAN 800-879-9832 
SUN DIVERS 800-298-4786 


ANDROS 
BIMINi 
CAT ISLAND 


LONG ISLAND 
New PROVIDENCE/NASSAU 


= 72) 
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sal A 3 ia) 
Price 4 ay? (Or 
| a as 


FOR MORE-INFORMATION ©’ 


CALL: 1-800-866-DIVE 
Discover our Diversity. 


Bahamas Diving Association * P.O. Box 21707 ¢ Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33335-1707 
1-800-866-DIVE ° Intl. 305-442-7095 
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SUNSKIFF DIVERS 800-331-5884 
RIDING ROCK INN 800-272-1492 
BLACKBEARD'S CRUISES 800-327-9600 
BOTTOM TIME ADVENTURES 800-234-8464 
NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 800-899-6753 
OuT ISLAND VOYAGES 800-241-459] 
SEA DRAGON 305-522-0161 
SEA Fever DIVING CRUISES 800-443-3837 
THE DREAM TEAM 800-741-5335 


SAN SALVADOR 
LiVE-ABOARD Dive BOATS 







Photo Credit: Stephen Frink. © 1996 Bahamas Ministry of Tourism/CLINE. RSD596 








Sharks. Dolphins. Wrecks. Casinos! 


A winning vacation combination with 
non-stop excitement day or night! Enjoy 
adventure diving with The Underwater 
Explorer's Society and fabulous nightlife 
at the Lucayan Beach Resort and Casino, 


Grand Bahama's only beachtront casino, 


ee just steps trom UNEXSO. 


PAYS ON CENTER LINE 


or (305) 351-9889 


Lucaya, GRAND BAHAMA, THE BAHAMAS 


UNDERWATER 
EXPLORERS{ SOCIETY 


U N E x SS re) 
*Prices Effective April 14- Dec 19, 1996. Prices subject to change. 
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Earl... 
‘Huh, ...what? 


You looked a million miles away. . 
Yeah, | was just think’n about diving in the 
Bahamas, most of the guys are going next 
week with me? 

| can fell, no one’s getting any work done. 
| want to do the Nitrox Course. | heard you 
can dive safer, longer. They've been training 
nitrox since ‘91 and have a lot of experience. 
| like that idea. Then we're all going to dive off 
the WALL together. It's amazing, like 


jumping off the Grand Canyon. LIN 
You going to do the shark thing? =| 2S LOT) 


You meon SHARK ALLEY. Yes! CER RRA 
CAN YOU BELIEVE IT... ROX? 
Forl...? Ahh...can | come too? 
Sure... .our villas sleeps four 

so there’s room for everyone. 
Awesome! 







For information call TOLL FREE 


800-368-3483 


FAX 809-362-1994 
















Ask about our 


great seasonal 
specials! Fun pack- 
ages that let you 


*Dive Dive Dive is the 
first ANDI (Reg.#001) 
nitrox (EAN) — training 
facility in the Bahamas 
with a state-of-the-art 


6 : blending facility and a 
bring a friend for professional stall cager to 
ha If price! advance your diving skills. 
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Bahamas 


Reader Ratings 


Bahamas 


(Fish Life 4.00 
F Big Animals 3.72 | | 


| Healthy Boer 3. 26. 
(Walls 3.57. 

§ Wrecks 3.38 
Value 4.14 

| Overall 4.13 


excellent 


NEW PROVIDENCE « (809) 393-8724 ¢ e-mail: bahdiv- 
er@netrunner.net ¢ internet: http://empg.com/bahama- 
divers ¢ Dives Blue Hole, area wrecks, walls and reefs. 
Offers transportation from hotels, underwater videos of your 
dive and guided dives. Booking offices: Caribbean Reserva- 
tions, (800) 398-3483; Lorraine’s Tours, (612) 797-7777. 
BAHAMA ISLAND ADVENTURES 

BIMINI © (800) 329-1337 © Dives Bimini and Chub Cay. 
Best package: 3 days/2 nights, accommodations, air- 
fare, diving, free breakfast and lunch, $349. 

BIMINI UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

BIMINI ¢ (800) 348-4644, (809) 347-3089 ¢ e-mail: 
biminiua@aol.com ¢ Dives Bimini Islands. Owner/opera- 
tors on-site with 15 years experience. 7 nights/6 days, 
accommodations, 20 dives, from $683. 

BRENDAL’S DIVE SHOP INTERNATIONAL, LTD. 
GREEN TURTLE CAY, ABACO ISLAND « (800) 780- 
9941, (809) 365-4411 « Dives San Jacinto, Tarpon Dive, 
Coral Cavern. Owner-operated, offers personalized service, 
sailboat rentals, advanced certification and special all-day 
trip. Best package: 8 days/7 nights, six 2-tank dives, $934. 
CAT ISLAND DIVE CENTER 

CAT ISLAND « (809) 342-3053 © Dives south side of 
Cat Island and Tartar Bank. Small groups, relaxed atmo- 
sphere and picnics between dives. Booking office: Water- 
House Photo Tours. Package: 7 nights, 6 days of 2-tank 
boat dives, unlimited shore diving, $765. 

CLUB MED/COLUMBUS ISLE 

SAN SALVADOR e (800) CLUB-MED, (809) 331-2000 « 
Dives more than 40 sites around San Sal. Offers certifi- 
cation, resort course, referrals, recompression chamber 
and scuba doctor on-site. Three 50-feet dive catamarans. 
Rated #1 best resort and dive operator and #2 best day 
boats in RSD’s Readers’ Choice in 1996. Packages: 7 
nights, 6 days of 2-tank diving, 1 night dive, 3 meals 
daily, sports and lessons, entertainment, beer and wine, 
$1,475. 13 dives, including equipment, $125. 

DIVE ABACO 

MARSH HARBOUR, ABACO e (800) 247-5338, 
(809) 367-2787 ¢ internet: http://www.internet- 
fl.com/abaco.html ¢ Dives the Cathedral, Grouper 
Alley, Bud’s Caves, Maxi-Cave Bay, Maurice Bay and 
the Tunnels. Offers personally guided underwater 
tours. Package: 4 nights, 3 days of diving, $350 per 
person, dbl. occ. 

DIVE, DIVE, DIVE, LTD. 

NEW PROVIDENCE « (800) 368-3483, (809) 362-1401 
e Dives Tongue of the Ocean, Shark Alley and James 
Bond wrecks. Bahamas first nitrox training facility. Best 
package: 8 days/7 nights, 6 days of 2-tank diving, villa, 
transfers, continental breakfast, $860 per person. 
DIVER’S HAVEN 

NEW PROVIDENCE « (809) 393-0869 « Dives wrecks, 
reefs, blue holes and walls around New Providence. By 
special charter only, caters to small groups, offers certifi- 
cations, video rental and editing. Best package: 7 days, 5 
days of diving, hotel tax, transfers, $424 to $578. 
EXUMA FANTASEA LTD. 

EXUMA e (809) 336-3483 © Dives blue holes. PADI cer- - 
tified underwater naturalist instructors, small groups, 28 
years experience. 

FERNANDEZ BAY DIVE SHOP 

CAT ISLAND « (800) 940-1905, (809) 342-3043 « 
Dives walls surrounding Cat Island. Caters to small 
groups, personal service. Best package: 7 days/6 nights, 
2 dives a day, taxes and gratuities, $927.50 to $1,555. 
GRAND BAHAMA WATERSPORTS 

GRAND BAHAMA « (800) 753-7282, (809) 373-6775 e 
Dives the southern shore of Grand Bahama and inland 
sites and caverns. Offers marine ecology and identifica- 














Bahamas 


tion courses, small groups. Package: 10 dives, including 
reef fish ID course, $210. 

NASSAU SCUBA CENTRE, LTD. 

NEW PROVIDENCE e (809) 362-1964 e Dives south 
side of New Providence, day trips to Exumas, Andros and 
Chub Cay. Offers customized service, fast boats, shark 
suit adventure, you feed the sharks. Neal Watson’s 
Undersea Adventures. Package includes 4 dives a day, 
room and breakfast. 

PITTSTOWN POINT LANDINGS 

CROOKED ISLAND « (704) 878-8724 « Dives Crooked 
Island and vicinity. Only operation in area. Call (800) 
PLACE-2-B for package information and reservations. 
RIDING ROCK INN RESORT & MARINA 

SAN SALVADOR « (800) 272-1492, (954) 359-8353 e 
e-mail: ridingrock@aol.com ¢ Dives the leeward and 
south ends of the island. Offers more than 50 sites and 
experienced staff knowledgeable about local diving. All- 
inclusive package: 7 nights accommodations, 18 dives, 
meals, hotel taxes and gratuities, airport transfers, $895 
(standard) or $995 (deluxe). 

ROMORA BAY DIVE SHOP 

HARBOUR ISLAND « (809) 333-2323 « Dives all shores 
of Eleuthera. Offers personalized dive excursions, caters 
to small groups. Package: $99 per night includes room, 
meals gratuities, diving at discounted rate. 

SCUBA BIMINI 

BIMINI ¢ (800) 848-4073, (954) 359-2705 e Dives 
Bimini Islands, Victory Reef and Tuna Alley. Offers fast, jet 
diving boat and friendly staff. 3 days/2 nights accommoda- 
tions, 8 dives, round-trip airfare from Fort Lauderdale, $349. 
SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE 

ANDROS « (800) 223-6961, (809) 368-2013/2014 « 
Dives the Andros barrier reef, including walls and blue 
holes. 36 years experience. All-inclusive package: 4 
nights accommodations, 3 dives a day, meals, drinks, 
transfers, taxes, $750. 

SPANISH CAY DIVE AND WATERSPORTS 

SPANISH CAY « (800) 688-4752, (809) 365-0083 « 
Dives reef one-half mile from Spanish Cay, including 
trenches, coral heads, airplane wreck, shallow and deep 
sites. Virtually untouched sites and abundant marine life. 
Best packages: 4 days/3 nights, 4 dives, $395; 5 
days/4 nights, 6 dives, $550; 6 days/5 nights, 8 dives, 
$650. All packages include golf cart, equipment, break- 
fast, welcome drink, island ferry, tennis courts. 

STELLA MARIS RESORT CLUB 

LONG ISLAND « (800) 426-0466, (809) 338-2051 e« 
Dives north end of Long Island and Conception Island 
Wall. Offers wreck and shark diving, only operation on 
Long Island, 30 years experience. Best package: 7-night 
package, all meals, airfare from Florida or Nassau, 6 
days of diving, $1,399. 

STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 

NEW PROVIDENCE « (800) 879-9832, (305) 524-5755 
e e-mail: scove1045@aol.com « internet: 
http://www.empg.com/stuart.cove e Dives the south- 
west side of New Providence, shark dives and out-island 
safaris. Offers full-service underwater photo center, 
shark awareness specialty course, rebreather certifica- 
tion. Package: 4 days/3 nights, 2 days diving, $319 per 
person, dbl. occ. Oceanfront room $66 extra. 

SUN DIVERS, LTD. 

NEW PROVIDENCE e (809) 325-8927 « Dives east side 
of New Providence. Offers certifications, referrals and 
resort courses. Dive Reservation Services, (800) 258- 
4786 or (305) 489-7725. 

SUNSKIFF DIVERS 

NEW PROVIDENCE « (809) 362-1979 «¢ Dives south 
side of New Providence, Blue Hole off Andros, Exuma 
charters available. Caters to small groups, personal ser- 
vice. Call (800) 331-5884 for details and reservations. 
Diving and lodging packages available. 

UNDERWATER EXPLORERS SOCIETY (UNEXSO) 
GRAND BAHAMA « (800) 992-DIVE, (809) 373-1244 e 
Dives Shark Junction, Theo’s Wreck, Ben’s Caverns, dol- 
phin encounters. 30 years of adventure diving, new profes- 
sional shark feeder program. Booking office: (800) 992- 
DIVE, (954) 351-9889. Best package: 7 nights, breakfast 
daily, 9 dives including 5 reef, 1 shark, 1 night and 1 
wreck, tanks and weights, $589 per person, dbl. occ. 
VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER 

HARBOUR ISLAND « (800) 383-6480, (809) 333-2309 
e Dives Harbour Island, north Eleuthera, and inland sinks 
and caves. Offers personalized service and cave and cav- 
ern diving. Booking office: Kentucky Diving Headquarters, 


HOTEL-& DIVING FROM $168* 
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found here, with UNEXSO - adventure 
diving with sharks, dolphins, wrecks 


and spectacular reefs. Visit with. 
ii(late mri lelsle lcm) celle] (—) Aibsade 
markets, pristine beaches, 
baie tae relate, i . 


call for air/hotel/divingl 
800-992-DIVE or 954-351-9889 


* April 7 thru December 15, 1996 
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Discover Our Diversity 


World's first Rebreather 
training center Featuring the new Drager Atlantis | Rebreather 


Elegant Resort © Fantastic Dive Facility * Easily Accessible ¢ Exceptional Valuc 
Walls ¢ Reefs « Wrecks * Movie Sites * Sharks ¢ Out Island Scafaris 


A; STUART COMA San 
800-646-3333) temmesusm 
{ Nassau 809- 362-4171 


http://www.empg.com/stuart-cove 
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Diving b St 


Sha crystal clear ocean 


With gorgeous beaches 


On a tranquil island 
Where nature is stil pristine 


Dive Packages from 
$705 per person 


809-338-205 1/Fax 954-359-8238 


ot et 
PROMOTION BOANO 


Participating Resort in 
the Jean-Michel Cousteau’s 
Out Islands Snorkeling Adventures 


SOUTHERN 
BAHAMAS 
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Ora menviicon 
of the 
Bahamian Kind! 


_UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
Toll Free US 1-800-513-5257 
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hrorkeling 





and enjoy a relaxing diving experience... 


en "a ™ 
in, gf. 
, soit: Li f 


Serving divers worldwide since 1978 « Friendly, personalized, pro- 
fessional service * Spacious custom dive boat « Only 30 minutes to 
dive sites e Scuba and snorkeling trips daily « Personally guided tours 
¢ World’s third longest barrier reef * Mountainous coral formations, 
tunnels & caverns « Full NAUI, PADI & CMAS certification 
courses ¢ Two hour introductory (resort) lessons for non-divers « 
U/W camera and complete dive equipment rentals « Underwater 


videos of your dive « Hotel/dive packages available 


CALL 1-800-247-5338 ext. ROD 


TOLLE FREE TODAY! 


P.O. Box AB20555, Marsh Harbour, Abaco, Bahamas 
(809)367-2787 » FAX (809)367-4779 
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Small Hope 
wots”) Bay Lodge 


Andros Island, Bahamas 
since 1960 


Direct 809-368-2013/4 
Fax 809-368-2015 
800-223-696! US/Canada 


Coupletely all-inclusive rates! 
from $150 non-diver, $210 diver, 
includes beachfront cottage accommodations, 


3 great meals a day, all beverages, 
cab transfers to/from airport, hotel tolls, 
government resort levies & all service charges. 


ALSO INCLUDES use of beachfront hot tub, 
bicycles, sailboat, windsurfers and free 
introductory SCUBA lessons. 

DIVER RATES INCLUDE THREE DIVES A DAY. 
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3 Dives 
EVERY DAY 


COMPLETE 
SNORKELING 
PROGRAM 


CUSTOMIZED 
SNORKELS/DIVES 
FOR FAMILIES 
OR SMALL 
GROUPS 


BLUE HOLE 
WALL 
SPECIALTY Dives 


BONEFISH 
FLATS 


DEEP SEA & 
REEF FISHING 








(800) 383-6480, (502) 897-6481. Best package: 4 
days/3 nights, airfare from Fort Lauderdale, 3 dives and 
1 night dive, $489. 

WALKERS CAY 

WALKERS CAY, ABACO « (800) WALKERS, (305) 359- 
1406 « Dives northern Abacos. Located on private 
island, offers shark diving. Booking office: Neal Watson’s 
Underseas Adventures. Best package: 4 days/3 nights, 
all-inclusive, airfare, $675. 

XANADU UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 

GRAND BAHAMA « (809) 352-3811 « Dives Theo’s 
Wreck, Shark Alley and Pygmy Caves. Offers an experi- 
enced staff and uncrowded dive boats. Best package: 7 
days/6 nights, 2 tanks a day, $586, per person, dbl. occ. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


BLACKBEARD’S CRUISES, BOTTOM TIME Ili, CAT 
PPALU, DREAM II, M/V BALLYMENA, NEKTON DIV- 
ING CRUISES/NEKTON PILOT, HIDDEN HARBOR 
CHARTERS/ PHANTOM, R/V SEA DRAGON, SEA 
FEVER DIVING CRUISES/SEA FEVER 


BERMUDA 


ermuda is for wreck lovers. Since it 

was first settled by the shipwrecked 

crew of the English flagship Sea 
Venture in 1609, the island chain’s history 
has been entangled with maritime trade 
and warfare. In the past four centuries, 
hundreds of vessels have fallen victim to 
the “Devil’s Isle,” creating a collection of 
natural shipwrecks nearly unparalled in 
the world. 


HOW DO YOU 


PREFER YOUR SHIP. 


above water, or below? 
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Gry, Bermuda's most up to Ca’ Blue Full-service South Side Ys At Sonesta 
SN date PADI 5-star_dive Water - scuba facility. Beach Resort. 
ee center, All levels of Divers PADI, NAUI, SS! Bermuda Three dive 


certification, referrals 
and specialty courses. See Web site: 
www.bermuda.com/Scuba. 

Phone: (441) 236-6339 « Fax: [441] 236-8926 


“Float among emeralds in turquoise water. Swim with 650 species 
of fish, including mermaids on the bows of ships. See coral reefs 
40 feet down, before you even dive. Call your travel agent or 
1-800-821-1199, After all, how many underwater treasures are this easy to find? 


* certification/ 
referrals. Introductory lessens. Wreck. reef dives. 
Equipment sales, service. Camera rentals. 
Phone: [441] 234-1034 » Fax: (441) 234-3561 


CIRCLE NO. 40 ON READER SERVICE CARD = CIRCLE NO. 88 ON READER SERVICE CARD — CIRCLE NO. 41 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


The north- 
ernmost coral 
reefs in the west- 
ern hemisphere 
encircle this 
hook-shaped spit 
of land and sup- 
port a wide array 
of tropical 
marine life and a 
few endemic 
species like the 
bizarre Bermuda 
halfbeak. Locat- 
ed 650 miles 
southeast of Cape Hatteras, N.C., Bermu- 
da is just a two-hour flight from New 
York City, which makes it a perfect get- 
away for divers who want a quick dose of 
nitrogen and a lesson in maritime history. 
p> WEATHER: Bermuda has two seasons: a 
May-to-November summer (85F during 
the day, in the 70Fs at night) and a spring- 
like winter from December to April (60Fs 
and 70Fs during the day, 50Fs and 60Fs 
at night). 
p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: From 75F to 85F 
in the summer; dipping to the mid-60Fs 
in winter. 


p> VISIBILITY: The Gulf Stream guarantees 


boats. Resort 
courses, certification, Iwo tank wreck and reef 
dives daily. Night dives. Parasailing, snorkeling. 
Phone: [441} 238-1833 » Fa: [441] 236-0394 


_ GIRCLE NO. 38 ON READER SERVICE CARD 











_ Bermuda _ 


clear water; 70 to 
100 feet of vis is 
normal, with an 
occasional 150- 
foot day. 

> THREE GREAT 
DIVES: The wreck 
of the 200-foot, 
four-masted 
schooner Constel- 
lation, star of Peter 
Benchley’s The 
Deep. The 385- 
foot Greek steamer 
Pelinaion, which 
lies at 70 feet, split in half by the reef. The 
easily penetrable wreck of the 165-foot 
steamer Hermes, sunk intentionally as an 
artificial reef in 1985. 


stress ler: 


4 5 


excellent 











BERMUDA DIVE OPERATORS 


BLUE WATER DIVERS CO. LTD. 

(441) 234-1034 « Dives Bermuda’s south, southwest, 
west, northwest and north sites. Offers high guide-to- 
client ratio, wide variety of sites, dives the lee areas 
when the sea is rough. Dive packages vary. 

FANTASEA DIVING 

(441) 236-6339 ° internet: 
http://www.bermuda.com/Scuba « Dives wrecks on 
the north, south and west sides of the island. Offers a 
diversity and variety of dive sites. Booking office: PADI 
Travel Network. 

SOUTH SIDE SCUBA 

(441) 238-1833 ¢ Dives all around Bermuda. Owns 3 
dive boats, offers personal service, wreck, reef and night 
diving. Package: 3 2-tank dives, tanks and weights, $175. 


BRITISH 
COLUMBIA 


f warm, cobalt waters are the gold 

standard in the world of dive travel, 

what explains the popularity of 
British Columbia, Canada’s west coast 
province? 

The water is green, teeth-chattering 
cold, and unrestrained as it gusts 
through the narrow straits that separate 
Vancouver Island from the mainland at 
speeds up to 12 knots. But beneath the 
seemingly inhospitable waters is a multi- 
colored riot 
of soft corals 
that outshine 
many Carib- 
bean reefs. 
Add kelp gar- 
dens anda 
Cast of 
impressive 
marine life 
including 
friendly wolf 
eels, giant 
Pacific octo- 
puses, mas- 
sive Puget 
Sound king 
crabs, killer 
whales, six-gill sharks, dolphins, salmon 
and sea lions, and you have reason 
enough for any curious diver to don a dry 
suit, time the tides, and sample some of 
the planet’s best cold-water diving. On top 
of the natural wonders, the region also 
features two intact Canadian destroyers 
sunk as artificial reefs, and a third warship 
scheduled to go down this June. 
p> WEATHER: Diving offered year-round. 
Summers are warm and mostly dry; 
winters are cool and wet. 
p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Water tempera- 
tures stay in the mid-40Fs year-round but 
surface temperatures may reach 55F to 
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60F in the summer. 
pm VISIBILITY: Affected by plankton 


blooms, visibility averages 30 to 60 feet in 
the summer and 70 to 100 feet in winter. 
> THREE GREAT DIVES: Intact, upright and 
prepared for divers, the destroyer HMCS 
Chaudiere and her sister ships are 
redefining the concept of an artificial reef. 
The canopy of bull kelp near Stubbs 
Island is filled with a variety of macro 
photo subjects from anemones to juvenile 
rockfish. The sheer rock wall of Brown- 
ing Pass is a palate of colorful soft corals, 
including red sea strawberries, green and 
gold tunicates, purple hydrocorals and 
beige finger sponges. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA DIVE OPERATORS 


ABYSSAL DIVING CHARTERS & LODGE 
QUATHIASKI COVE e (800) 499-ABYS e e-mail: 
abyssal@oberon.ark.com ¢ Dives Discovery Passage 
and Campbell River area. Only full-time lodge dedicated 
to diving, custom-built dive boats. Best package: 2 dives, 
air, tanks and weights, accommodations, 3 meals, 
$CAN125 per person, per day. 

BLUE WATER DIVING, INC. 

(604) 436-4447 ¢ e-mail: scuba@lightspeed.bc.ca « 
Dives Howe Sound, Indian Arm, Sechelt Inlet, including 
the HMCS Chaudiere, and Gulf Islands. In addition to 
store location in Vancouver, offers mobile scuba educa- 
tion and retail operation. Dive package: $95 overnight, 
$45 per day. 

DIVE & SEA SPORTS, LTD. 

(604) 524-1188 « Dives the Pacific Northwest. 23 years 
of experience. Diving: $CAN175 per day. 

GALIANO ISLAND DIVING SERVICE 

(604) 539-3109 © Dives Porlier Pass, Galiano Island, 
Gulf Islands and other reefs and wrecks. Only dive shop 
on Galiano Island, offers air fills, instruction, boat diving 
and historic shipwrecks. Package: Boat, air, meals and 
accommodations, $125 per person (5-person min.). 
GOLDEN CITY SCUBA 

(604) 362-7693 « Dives inland lakes and British Colum- 
bia’s southeast and west coasts. Year-round diving ser- 
vices, full-service dive shop, PADI certifications. Package: 
2-tank dive, $CAN55; with equipment, $CAN100. 

GOOD DIVING & KAYAKING 

(604) 483-3223 ¢ Dives Desolation Sound, Okeover, 
Texada, Iron Mines and many other sites. Offers dive 
kayak rental and sales, PADI instruction. Excluding 
meals, packages are available from $CAN168. 

HIGH TEST DIVE CHARTERS 

(604) 247-9753 ¢ Dives Porlier Pass, Galiano, Gabriola 
Pass and Hornby Island. Offers new custom-built dive 
boats, personalized service and new diving lodge with full 
facilities. Booking offices: International Diving Centre, 
(604) 736-2541; Ocean Pro Divers, (604) 538-5608. 
LOWES RESORT FISHING AND DIVING 

(800) 870-9055, (604) 883-2456 « Dives Malispina 
and Georgia Straits, Agamemnon Channel, Jervis and 
Sechelt Inlets and Skookumchuck Rapids. Offers com- 
plete resort and waterfront facility and packages for both 
individuals and groups. Package: 1 night accommoda- 
tion, 1 day diving (2 tanks), taxes included, $120. 
OCEAN CENTRE 

(800) 414-2202, (604) 475-2202 « Dives Gulf Islands, 
southern Vancouver Island, around Victoria and the 
wrecks G.B. Church and the MacKenzie. Offers 4,500 
square feet of underwater murals and charter boat. Pack- 
ages available on request. 


PACIFIC NORTH OUTDOOR ADVENTURES 

(800) 663-4232, (604) 248-9681 ® Dives central Van- 
couver Island. PADI 5-star facility located at Bayside Inn. 
Packages: 2-tank dive on fast boat, 6 divers max., lunch, 
$CAN75. 2 nights, 2, breakfasts, 2 lunches and 1. dinner, 
two 2-tank boat dives, tax included, $CAN265 per per- 
son, dbl. occ. 


DIVING 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST DIVING ADVENTURES 
(604) 935-6711 ¢ e-mail: GPVRenewal@aol.com « 
Dives Discovery Passage, Campbell River, Desolation 
Sound, southern Gulf Islands and Port Hardy. Waterfront 
lodge with private rooms and hot tub, 42-foot comfort- 
able, enclosed dive boat with easy entry and exit and 
sleeping accommodations. Package: 2 dives daily, 3 
meals, snacks, refreshments, tanks and weights, accom- 
modations, $CAN150. 

PACIFIC SPIRIT CHARTERS LTD. 

(800) 547-1291, (604) 723-1291 « Dives Barkley 
Sound, Port Hardy and all around Vancouver Island. Char- 
ter package: 11 people max., $CAN1,750; $CAN200 per 
person, per day. 

PORPOISE BAY CHARTERS 

(800) 665-DIVE, (604) 885-5950 e« Dives Sunshine 
Coast and Vancouver Island. Specializes in wreck diving 
and owns waterfront bed and breakfast in Sechelt. Book- 
ing office: Dive Tourism B.C., (800) 663-6000. Dive pack- 
ages start at $CAN140 per day. 

SEA GOING ADVENTURES 

(604) 461-3186, (604) 290-7667 ® Dives the islands 
of Howe Sound, 30 minutes from Vancouver. Offers 
warm, comfortable boat diving on demand with no mini- 
mum number of divers required. Booking offices: Pacific 
Dive Travel International, (800) 770-DIVE, B.C. Dive 
Tourism, (800) 663-6000. Packages from $60 per per- 
son, per day. 

SEASPORT SCUBA 

(604) 885-9830 ¢ e-mail: seasport_scuba@sun- 
shine.net ¢ Dives Chaudiere and Skookumchuck 
Rapids. Offers nitrox fills, technical mixes and argon. 
Package: 2 boat dives, meals and accommodations, 
$CAN135 per day. 

SIX GILL ADVENTURES LTD. 

(800) 761-5661, (604) 723-6161 ¢ e-mail: 
sixgill@cedar.alberni.net ¢ Dives Barkley Sound and Van- 
couver Island’s west coast. Personalized dive pack- 
ages/adventures catering to smaller groups. Booking 
offices: Leslie Jaquette, (206) 775-8880; Dolphin Travel, 
(604) 248-6124. Package: 3 days, 2 nights, 6-7 dives on 
wrecks, pinnacles and reefs, lodge accommodations, 
home-cooked meals, $550 per person, based on group 
of 4. 

SUNSHINE COAST TOURS 

(800) 870-9055, (604) 883-2280 « e-mail: 
sunshine_coast_tours@sunshine.net ¢ Dives British 
Columbia, including Pender Harbor, Strait of Georgia, 
Malispina Strait, Agamemnon Channel, Skookumchuck 
Rapids, Sechelt and Jervis Inlets. Easy access to Vancou- 
ver, offers a full range of dive sites, including technical 
sites. Weekend dive package: 4 dives, accommodations, 
meals, taxes included, $199. Charter rates available. 
THE WET SHOP 

(800) 788-6371, (604) 921-6371 © Dives the wrecks 
of Porteau Cove, Whyte Cliff Park, The Cut at Whyte 
Cliff, Byrd Island and Copper Cove. Operates 7 days a 
week, located in Horseshoe Bay 5 minutes from dive 
sites, nitrox available. Booking office: Sun Diver Holi- 
days, (800) 739-2092. Package: Boat charter, 2 dives, 
tanks and weights, $45. Accommodations, $58 per 
night, 5 person max. 


BRITISH 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 


his collection of 50-plus volcanic 

islands sits atop a shallow subsea 

shelf that stretches 60 miles east 

from Puerto Rico. Between the scruffy 

rocky islets, white billows of sails float 

dreamlike above the antique blue of Sir 

Francis Drake Channel. And that’s it: No 

mass tourism on these secluded islands, 

and the laid-back Brits intend to keep it 
that way. 

Diving in the BVIs doesn’t mean 








drop-off drama, but it does offer under- 
stated thrills, like the islands themselves. 
Sudden caves and lava tubes, light-filled 
coral grottoes, a string of open-ocean pin- 
nacles, and a maze of ledges coated with 
red and orange encrusting sponges that 
burst forth like a Crayola meltdown will 
have you saying “brill”—that’s slang for 
rather awesome, dude. 





Reader Ratings 
British Virgin Isiands 
“Fish Life 3.83 
Big Animals 2.52 
° Healthy Reefs 4.02 
i Walls 2.73 








1 Wrecks 4.10 

| Shore Diving 2.73 
; Value 3.90 
Overall 4.21 


A 5 


excellent 





- WEATHER: Expect 75F to 85F daytime 
temperatures, depending on the season. 
Warm days cooled by trade winds at night. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: 75F to 79F in 
winter; 78F to 80F in summer. 

VISIBILITY: A dependable 60 to 100 feet, 
with best vis around smaller islands, pin- 
nacles and seamounts. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: One of the 
Caribbean’s premier wrecks is also 
one of its oldest—the RMS Rhone has 
become a coral spawning ground 
since its sinking in 1867 and is now 
dripping with life. The Chikuzen pro- 
vides open-ocean drama, a Pelagic 
Grand Central that also features 
schools of barracudas and gray snap- 
pers. Carrot Shoal, between Peter and 
Norman Islands, is a night-dive 
favorite, with nurse sharks, permits 
and guaranteed turtles. 


BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS DIVE OPERATORS 


BASKIN IN THE SUN 
ROAD TOWN, TORTOLA « (800) 233-7938, (809) 494- 





5854 ¢ e-mail: baskindive@aol.com e internet: 
http://www.dive-baskin.com ¢ Dives the BVis. Emphasis 
on customer service. 7 days, 8 nights, 10 boat dives, $650. 
BLUE WATER DIVERS 

ROAD TOWN, TORTOLA « (809) 494-2847 « Dives RMS 
Rhone, Indians, Blonde Rock, Santa Monica Rock, Paint- 
ed Walls, Angel Fish Reef, The Dogs, The Chimney, Jost 
Van Dyke, Alice in Wonderland, Alice’s Back Door and oth- 
ers. 40 years experience in the BVIs, professional 
instructors, friendly and relaxed atmosphere. Package: 7 
nights, six 2-tank dives, $733 (dbl. occ.). 

DIVE BVI 

VIRGIN GORDA « (800) 848-7078, (809) 495-5513 e 
Dives RMS Rhone and Chikuzen, and from Norman 
Island to Virgin Gorda. Packages can be split among 
locations. 45-foot Wave Piercer. Best package: 
Includes accommodations at Leverick Bay Hotel, 10 
dives, hotel tax and service charge, 1 to 10 people, 
$665 per person; 11-20 people, $620 per person. 
KILBRIDES UNDERWATER TOURS 

VIRGIN GORDA e (800) 932-4286, (809) 495- 
9638 e Dives the RMS Rhone, Ginger Island, Dog 
Islands, Chikuzen. Custom-built dive boat, friendly 
staff, custom video of your dive. Booking office: 
Bitter End Yacht Club, (800) 872-2392. Package at 
Bitter End Yacht Club, $160 for 3 days; elsewhere, 
$225 for 3 days, $360 for 5 days. 

UNDERWATER SAFARIS 

ROAD TOWN, TORTOLA « (800) 537-7032, (809) 
494-3235 « Dives the BVlIs, except Virgin Gorda, 
Jost Van Dyke and Anegada. Offers rendezvous div- 
ing. Package: 7 nights at Maria’s by the Sea, 5 
days of diving, 1-day car rental, $849 per person (Dec.- 
April); $776 per person (April-Dec.). 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


CUAN LAW, YACHT PROMENADE 


long its 800 miles of coastline, 

the Golden State offers not only 

one of the world’s richest marine 
ecosystems, but also one of the most 
diverse. From the craggy cliffs of Mon- 
terey Bay National Marine Sanctuary in 
the north, to the seamounts and pinna- 
cles of the Channel Islands archipelago in 
the south, California is a mecca for 
underwater photographers, game 
hunters, whale watchers and that strange 
breed of diver who likes to get inside alu- 
minum cages and invite great whites to 
try to eat them. 

Sure, you’ve got your big stuff—dol- 
phins, sharks, sea lions and migrating 
blue whales—but you’ve also got your 
macro stuff—a kaleidoscope world of 
hydrocorals, sea stars, anemones and 
160 brands of nudibranchs. In between, 
flitting among the magic vines of Califor- 
nia’s kelp forests, are the game boys— 
lingcod, sheepshead, cabezon—and those 
tiny explosions of orange called garibal- 
di. Here’s testimony that great diving 
doesn’t always mean bathtub warm. 
Who needs that when you’re nose-to- 
nose with a wolf eel? 

WEATHER: Check The Weather Channel. 
The long coast offers widely varying and 
sometimes unpredictable conditions. 








California 5 


AVERAGE 
WATER TEMP: 
Low to mid- 
50Fs in north- 
ern and cen- 
tral regions; 


Mendocino 


low to high 
60Fs in South- By ere 
ern California. 

VISIBILITY: MONTEREY 
Varies depend- rey Peninsula 


ing on location, 
seasonal varia- 
tions and 
weather. 
Count on aver- 
age vis of 50 
feet offshore, 
20 feet near- 
shore. Days of 100-foot clarity possible. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: Grab your tool: 
Beneath the canopies of bull and palm 
kelp of Mendocino, some of Califor- 
nia’s largest abalone hide on the boul- 
dered bottom of Noyo Cove. Site of 
our nation’s largest marine sanctuary, 
Monterey Peninsula offers towering 
kelp forests, rocky reefs, sandy 
seafloors and marine life on a grand 
scale, from gaudy one-inch nudi- 
branchs to the deep-blue gods— 
migrating whales. In the Channel 
Islands, let one of the L.A.-area’s day 
boats ferry you to the sea lion rookery 
of Santa Barbara or the blue-water 
pelagics of San Clemente. 





Reader Ratings 
ere TT gel galt: | 

Fish Life 3.57 

Big Animals 2.96 

Healthy Reefs 3.81 


Walls 3.73 

Shore Diving 3.24 
Value 4.43 

Overall 4.32 


4 5 


excellent 


CALIFORNIA DIVE OPERATORS 


ARGO DIVING SERVICES 

AVALON, CATALINA ISLAND e (310) 510-2208 « Dives 
Catalina Island. Home of Rodale’s Scuba Diving's Scuba- 
Lab, offers shark dives, personal service, experience on 
Catalina. Best package: Full-day charter for up to 6 divers, 
$500, includes tanks and weights, food and drinks. 

ALL SEASON CATALINA ISLAND CHARTER BOAT 
AVALON, CATALINA ISLAND e (800) 296-6256, (310) 
510-2720 ¢ Dives Catalina Island. Offers personal ser- 
vice and open-ocean shark dive expeditions. Package: 1 
day diving, 1 night hotel, $195 per person, dbl. occ. 
ANACAPA DIVE CENTER 

SANTA BARBARA « (805) 963-8917 ¢ Boat charters to 
the Channel Islands and shore diving available. PADI 5- 
star facility, offers on-site pool, repair facility. Booking 
office: PADI Travel Network. Custom-tailored dive pack- 
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ages available. 

ATLANTIS CHARTERS 

SUNSET BEACH »« (310) 592-1154 e Dives Catalina, 
San Clemente, Santa Barbara and San Nicolas Islands. 
Offers professional service and a 65-foot dive boat. 
Booking office: Wind and Sea Cruises, (800) 588-1065. 
Best package: Catalina trip, 3 dives, open boat, break- 
fast, lunch, snacks, drinks and air fills, $54.95. 
AVALON AQUATICS 

AVALON, CATALINA ISLAND ¢« (800) MR-SCUBA, (310) 
510-1225 « Dives Catalina and the other Channel 
Islands. Offers small groups and shark, blue-water and 
mammal dives. Custom-tailored packages. Sample: 2 
nights/3 days, 1 day boat diving and 1 day shore diving, 
$335 per person. 

BEACH HOPPER II 

SAN RAFAEL e (800) 806-2345, (415) 479-4332 e 





os 


Dives Monterey Bay, Carmel Bay to Point Sur. Limits 
groups to 10 divers max., offers personalized services. 
2-tank dive, $65. 

CATALINA DIVERS SUPPLY 

AVALON, CATALINA ISLAND e (800) 353-0330, (310) 510 
0330 « intemet: http://www.catalina.com/CDS.html ¢ Dives 
Catalina Island. Offers large supply of rental gear, 
snorkel tours, rents tanks and offers air fills and weights. 
Also rents snorkel gear at Lovers Cove Marine Preserve. 
Booking office: PADI Travel Network. 

CATALINA SCUBA LUV 

AVALON, CATALINA ISLAND « (800) 262-DIVE, (310) 
510-2350 ¢ e-mail: prneptune@aol.com « Dives the 
Catalina kelp forests. 2 dive boats operate year-round, 
offers large photo department and shark dives. Booking 
offices: PADI Travel Network or Island Charters, (310) 
510-2616. Best package: 2 nights hotel, round-trip trans- 


Everyday, Red Sail Sports takes divers to the best 


dive spots in the Caribbean and Pacific. Dive 


Cayman’s incredible walls, explore lava flows in 


Hawaii and swim through underwater wrecks in 


Luxurious adventure in the world’s most spectacular waters. 


800-299-6420 





ARUBA 


THE BAHAMAS 


Aruba and Curacao. 


Red Sail Sports dive operations feature custom-built 
dive boats, the latest equipment, fresh water showers 
and chilled fruit and juice. Our experienced dive statf 
will ensure that your trip is the perfect combination 
of adventure and luxury. 


Red Sail Sports is now open in Curacao! 


Dive packages ranging from budget to first-class 
accommodations starting at $288 for a 4 day/3 
night stay. Call today, 800-255-6425! 


Hotel rate example is for the Seaview Hotel in Grand Cayman, per 
person based on double occupancy, 5/1—10/15/96. 


AmericanAlrlines’ 


Something special in the air” 





red sal sports. 


CURACAO GRAND CAYMAN HAWAIH 
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portation to the island, 1 day of boat diving, tanks and 
weights, meals, $200 per person. 

DIVING CHARTERS, INC. 

MORENO VALLEY « (909) 242-1420 « e-mail: diving 
@pe.net « internet: http://www.pe.net/~diving « Dives 
the Channel Islands. Tanks, weights and meals included. 
Packages: 2- and 3-day dive trips, including all meals, 
accommodations, unlimited diving, $200-$225 (2 days); 
$300-$340 (3 days). 

LOIS ANN DIVE CHARTERS 

SAN © (619) 4504478 © e-mail: LoisAnnDC@aol.com « 
intemet: http://www.3routes.com/scuba/LoisAnn.html ¢ 
Dives La Jolla, Point Loma kelp forests, Wreck Alley and 
Los Coronados Islands. Offers experienced and knowl- 
edgeable services. #2 best boat dive in RSD’s Readers’ 
Ratings 2 years in a row. Best packages: 3 dives, tanks 
and weights, food and soft drinks, $65; 4 dives, tanks 
and weights, food and soft drinks, $85. 

PACIFIC STAR 

(800) 560-DIVE, (408) 646-8856 ¢ e-mail: 
ildivwu@ix.netcom.com « Dives the Monterey area. 
65-foot boat with 24 bunks. 

RC DIVERS /AMERICA II CHARTERS 

SAN DIEGO e (619) 584-0742 « Dives San Diego's 
Wreck Alley and the kelp forests of Point Loma and La 
Jolla. Offers small groups and individual service, 16 
years experience in San Diego and 13 years as NAUI dive 
instructor. Booking offices: Diving Locker, (619) 272- 
1120; Islandia Sportfishing Landing, (619) 222-1164. 
Best package: half-day, 2-tank dives to Wreck Alley and 
kelp forest, tanks and weights, snacks and soft drinks, 
$47.50 per person; group rates available. 

SPECTRE 

VENTURA e (805) 483-6612 « Dives the northern Chan- 
nel Islands. Specializes in local 3- and 4-tank 1-day trips. 
Close proximity to dive sites and islands means less trav- 
el time and more dive time. Booking office: Be-Dive- 
Ready, (800) 488-0207. Best package: 1-day, 3-dive trip 
to Anacapa Island, lunch and air included, $55 (week- 
days), $65 (weekends). 

TRUTH AQUATICS 

SANTA BARBARA « (805) 962-1127 « Dives the Chan- 
nel Islands. Offers custom dive boats staffed by profes- 
sional crews. Best package: 2-day to 5-day trips, includ- 
ing nonalcoholic drinks, snacks, meals, air fills and 
bunks, $125 per day. 

VENTURA DIVE & SPORT 

VENTURA « (805) 650-6500 « Dives the Channel 
Islands. PADI 5-star center, on-site heated pool, single 
and multiday dive trips, all levels of training, rentals. Best 
package: 1-day, 4-dive charter boat trip, includes delivery 
of rental gear to local dive boats, $68 (weekends). 
WESTERLY 

SAN PEDRO « (310) 833-6048 © Dives southern Chan- 
nel Islands. Caters to small groups, day diving. 55-foot 
boat. 2- and 3-day charters available. Best package: 2- 
day trip, unlimited diving, breakfast, lunch and dinner, 
$2,400 for 15 divers. 


LIVE-ABOARD 


HORIZON CHARTERS 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


ome of the biggest winners in this 
year’s Readers’ Choice Awards were 
these small islands. The Caymans— 
especially Little Cayman—took top hon- 
ors in the Caribbean in a host of cate- 
gories: best fish life, healthiest reefs, best 
wall diving and best overall destination. 
The reasons why are as clear as the 
waters that surround these three British 
islands: the festooned walls of the sub- 
merged Sierra Maestra mountains, whose 
exposed tips provide dry land, and whose 
steep flanks make alpine divers of us all. 
Grand Cayman is the granddaddy of 








GRAND CAYMAN 





Caribbean wall diving, a clean and safe 
Miami Beach with exquisite resorts, duty- 
free shopping and one of the world’s 
grand strands: Seven Mile Beach. Cay- 
man Brac and Little Cayman are just a 
short plane hop and about 50 years away. 
Both offer old-style Caribbean and this 
hemisphere’s greatest bastion of coral: 
Bloody Bay Wall, a cliff that begins shal- 
low and drops like a runaway elevator 
into the endless blue of the Cayman 
Trench. You'll pump so much adrenaline 
on your first visit that you’ll need sleeping 
pills that night. 
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Best Wall Dives Caribbean 
1. Little Cayman 
2. Cayman Brac 
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WEATHER: Mild year- 
round, with air temps in the 
70Fs in winter and mid- to 
high 80Fs in summer. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: 
77F in winter; 82F in sum- 
mer. 

VISIBILITY: Outstanding, 
averaging 100 feet year- 
round. Expect 80 feet in 
winter and bouts of 200 in 
summer. 

GREAT DIVES: Grand Cay- 
man’s North and West 
Walls are home to sites 
that have defined 
Caribbean wall diving for a generation: 
Trinity Caves, Hepp’s Pipeline, Ghost 
Mountain, Grand Canyon. Any need to 
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mention Stingray City? 

Cayman Brac offers its own ring of 
sites and easy access to the drop-offs 
that beckon all divers worth their 
microprocessors: Little Cayman’s 
Bloody Bay Wall, home of human-size 
sponges pointing the way down to the 
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Fish Life 3.96 

Big Animals 3.33 

Healthy Reefs 4.29 


Walls 4.62 


Wrecks 2.84 
Shore Diving 3.47 
Value 3.98 
Qverall 4.33 
4 5 


excellent 
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For more information look for our ri insert 


in Rodale’s June issue & call 
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WAYNE HASSON 


1 -800-346-33 13 














two-mile bottom of the Cayman 
Trench. And don’t miss Eagle Ray 
Roundup, these islands’ answer to all 
those stingray ads. 


CAYMAN DIVE OPERATORS 


AMBASSADOR DIVERS 

GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 648-7748, (809) 949-8839 « 
Dives Grand Cayman’s north, south and west sides. 
Caters to small groups. Booking office: Ultimate Dive 
Travel, (800) 737-DIVE. 

AQUANAUTS DIVING 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 357- 
2212, (809) 945-1990 «© e-mail: aquanaut@candw.ky « 


Dives Grand Cayman’s north, west and south sites. 
Offers personalized service, small groups. Booking 
offices: Moore Tours; Tropical Adventures Travel; Under- 
water Phantaseas, (303) 986-6126. Best package: 6 
nights, 5 days diving, condo, $799 per person, dbl. occ.; 
hotel, $475 per person, dbl. occ. 

BRAC AQUATICS LTD. 

CAYMAN BRAC « (800) 544-2722, (809) 948-1429 « 
Dives Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. 20 years of locally 
owned and operated professional diving services. Best 
package: $895; call for details. 

BRAC REEF /REEF DIVERS 

CAYMAN BRAC « (800) 327-3835, (813) 323-8727 « 
e-mail: refz79a@prodigy.com ¢ More than 30 sites, 
including Bloody Bay Wall, Tarpon Reef, Wilderness Wall, 
Green House and East Chute. 3-tank dives each day, 2 
new Newton boats. Booking offices: Adventure Tours, 
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LIMITED 
DIVING: 


If you're going on vacation to dive, don't 
let a limited budget stop you. Dive as much 
as you like - within the eT limits, 


of course - but don't spend a 


| 3 days diving 
© | 4 days diving 
| 5 days diving 
| 6 days diving 





ot of money! 


Unlimited Cost if 
Diving Full Price* 
Package 


$200 
$265 
$330 
$400 


Savings 


$360 
$480 
$600 
$720 


$160 
$215 
$270 
$320 


*For one 2-tank a.m. dive and one 2-tank p.m. dive 


yee" | -§800-872-7552 


For complete vacation planning, including Air & Accommodations 


FAX 809-949-7125 Some restrictions apply, holiday weeks excluded. 
Must be pre-booked and pre-paid. Offer valid through June 15, 1996. 
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DIVING 


STINGRAYS MAY 


DRAW DIVERS TO THE 


” CAYMAN ISLANDS, 
BUT IT’S THE WALLS 
THAT KEEP THEM 
COMING BACK. 


Caribbean Dive Tours, Go Div- 
ing, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 nights, 
all-inclusive, $1,312 per person. 

CAPITOL’S SURFSIDE WATERSPORTS 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN « (809) 949- 
7330 ¢ Dives Grand Cayman’s south, north and west 
walls and Stingray City. 25 years of experience, friendly 
and fun staff, uncrowded boats. Dive packages vary 
depending on the season. Call for details and prices. 
CAYMAN DIVE COLLEGE 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN « (809) 949- 
4125 e Shore diving only, from the Seaview Hotel. Teach- 
ing facility, multilingual instructors teach open-water 
through divemaster courses. Stay at Seaview Hotel, get 
one free shore dive per day. 

CAYMAN DIVING LODGE 

EAST END, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) TLC-DIVE, (809) 
947-7555 « Dives east end of Grand Cayman, Stingray 
City. Beachfront dedicated dive lodge, all services on- 
site, all-inclusive packages, only dive lodge on east end, 
uncrowded boats. Booking office: Ultimate Dive Travel, 
(800) 737-3483. Packages: 3 nights, $402 per person, 
dbl. occ.; 5 nights, $743; 7 nights, $1,084. 

CAYMAN MARINE LAB 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN « (809) 916- 
0849 « Dives Grand Cayman's north, west and south dive 
sites. Free marine biology lessons during surface intervals. 
DIVE INN LTD. 

GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 322-0321, 
(809) 949-0321 «© Dives north, west and south sides of 
Grand Cayman. Transports equipment to and from boat. 
Best package: 5 nights at the Sleep Inn and diving, $502 
per person, standard room. 

DIVE ’N STUFF 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN « (809) 949- 
6033 ¢ Dives the north, south and west sides and 
Stingray City. Offers over 25 years of diving services 
with an experienced and professional staff, offers per- 
sonalized service. Booking office: Aqua Hut, (419) 476- 
3100. Best package: Book four 2-tank dives, get the 
first one free. 

DIVE TIARA/PETER HUGHES 

CAYMAN BRAC « (800) 367-3484, (809) 948-1553 e« 
e-mail: stevo@candw.ky « Dives more than 50 sites off 
Cayman Brac and Little Cayman. Crew handles gear, 
packages include 3 boat dives daily, small groups. Book- 
ing offices: Caradonna Caribbean Tours; Divi Holidays, 
(800) 948-1553; Go Diving; PADI Travel Network; Posei- 
don Venture Tours; Tropical Adventures Travel. Packages 
may vary. Best package: 7 nights, 6 days of 3-tank boat 
dives, breakfast and dinner, transfers, taxes and service 
charges, $1,100 per person, dbl. occ. 

DON FOSTER’S DIVE CAYMAN 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN «e (800) 83- 
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DIVER, (809) 949-7181/5679 © e-mail: 
103304.223@compuserve.com ¢« Dives Grand Cay- 
man’s north, west and south wails and Stingray City. Cus- 
tom-built dive boats, friendly and professional dive ser- 
vices, and safe and fun dive experiences. Booking office: 
(800) 83-DIVER, (214) 722-6511. Best package: 7 
nights at the Radisson, 6 days diving, six 2-tank boat 
dives, free air fills for shore diving, tanks and weights, 
$1,079.99 per person, dbl. occ. (summer). 

EDEN ROCK DIVING CENTER 

GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN « (809) 949-7243 e 
e-mail: edenrock@candw.ky e Dives the north, south 
and west walls, Stingray City, Eden Rocks, Devil’s Grotto 
and wrecks. Offers shore diving. Best package: 5 days/6 
nights, $700. 

FISHEYE OF CAYMAN 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 887- 
8569, (809) 947-4209 « e-mail: fisheye@candw.ky « 
internet: http://www.fisheye.com ¢ Dives all around 
Grand Cayman. Small groups, emphasis on personal 
attention and Nikon-sanctioned photo center. Best pack- 
age: 8 days, 7 nights at the Windjammer Hotel, 6 days of 
diving, unlimited shore diving, free use of underwater 
camera, free locker, free pickup, $599. 

INDIES DIVERS 

GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN «e (800) 654-3130, 
(809) 947-5025 « Dives north and west walls, Stingray 
City. Offers spacious boats with 12-diver max., personal 
service. Booking office: Moore Tours. Best package: 
Accommodations in 1-bedroom suite, 2-tank dive, tax, 
$146.50 per person, per day (April 15-Dec. 15). 

LITTLE CAYMAN BEACH RESORT/REEF DIVERS 
LITTLE CAYMAN « (800) 327-3835, (809) 948-1033 « e- 
mail: refz79a@prodigy.com ¢« Dives Bloody Bay Wall, 
Nancy’s Cup of Tea, Marilyn’s Cut, Mixing Bowl, Randy’s 
Gazebo, Fisheye Fantasea and Jackson Reef. Personal ser- 
vice, 3-tank dives each day and 2 new Newton dive boats. 
Booking offices: Adventure Tours, Caribbean Dive Tours, 
Go Diving, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7- 
night, all-inclusive dive packages, from $1,560 per person. 
NEPTUNE’S REALM DIVERS 

GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN ® (809) 949-6444 e 
Dives all sites in Grand Cayman, including Stingray City. 
Eight divers max., offers personal service. Call for pack- 
age prices. 

PARADISE DIVERS 

LITTLE CAYMAN e (800) 450-2084, (809) 948-0004 
e Dives Bloody Bay, Jackson Bay, Preston Bay. Offers 
personal, experienced service. Booking office: KJ Dive 
Adventures. Best package: 9 paid divers, 10th person 
dives free. Call for diving and lodging packages. 
PARROTS LANDING WATERSPORTS PARK 
GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 448-0428, 
(809) 949-7884 e Dives Grand Cayman’s north, west 
and south walls and Stingray City. Offers a wide variety of 
diving, including guided, advanced, computer and shore. 
Cayman fall promotion: airfare from Miami, accommoda- 
tions and diving, from $525 to $925. 

PIRATES POINT RESORT 

LITTLE CAYMAN « (800) 327-8777, (809) 948-1010 « 
Dives Bloody Bay Wall, south and east walls, and Jack- 
son Wall. Caters to both beginning and advanced divers. 
New 42-foot Newton dive boat, 20 divers max., with cam- 
era tables and freshwater shower. Weekly all-inclusive 
packages: $1,300 per person (Dec. 15-April 15); $1,050 
per person (April 15-Dec. 15). 

QUABBIN DIVES 

GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 238-6712, 
(809) 949-5597 © Dives north wall, west and south 
sides, and Stingray City. Offers small groups on a spa- 
cious boat, customized diving, hotel pickup and computer 
rentals. Ten percent discount on 4 days or more of diving, 
tanks and weights included, and unlimited shore diving. 
RED SAIL SPORTS 

GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 255-6425, (809) 947-5965 « 
e-mail: redsail@candw.ky * Dives Grand Cayman’s north 
and west walls. Offers spacious custom-designed dive 
boats and a commitment to professional diving services. 
Various packages at the Hyatt Regency, Westin Casuari- 
na, Clarion Hotel, Seaview Hotel and Christopher Colum- 
bus Condominiums. Best package: 8 days, 7 nights at 
the Clarion, 6 days of 2-tank dives, 1 night dive, unlimited 
shore diving, $1,050 per person, dbl. occ. (April-Dec.). 
SAM McCOY’S DIVING LODGE 

LITTLE CAYMAN « (800) 626-0496, (809) 948-0026 
e Dives sites around Little Cayman. Experienced native 
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For information & reservations call: 1-800-327-3835 or 813-323-8727 Fux 813-323-8827 
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Located just minutes from first-class dive sites, duty-free 
shopping and fine dining. Ideal for those seeking excitement 





and relaxation both above and beneath the waves. 


THE 
GRAND 
PAVILION 
HOTEL 


GRAND CAYMAN 


phone: (809) 947-5656 - fax: (809) 947-5353. wy 
P.O. Box 30117, Grand Cayman - Cayman Island, BWI Hospitality 
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divemasters. 

SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB 

LITTLE CAYMAN « (800) 899-2582, (809) 948-1099 « 
e-mail: sthnxclb@candw.ky ¢ Dives Bloody Bay, Jackson 
Bay and all sites on Little Cayman. Gourmet food in an 
intimate island setting, 10 divers max. on boats, on-site 


The Southern Cross Club is a natur- 
al seaside preserve and secluded 
island highway located on the finest 
beach in Little Cayman. You will 

rom your private beac 
tage, one af only * 


ence. Enjoyment comes 
the Southern Cross Club. ’ 


800-899-CLUB (2582) 


(809) 948-1099/Fax: (809) 948-1098 


The Southern Cross Club c/o Travel Masters 
2355 Curlew Street - San Diego, CA 92101.USA 
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> Open~Air Bar and Restaurant 

> 24 Hour Dive Lockers and Tanks 

> In-Room Mini-Kitchens 

> 10% Discount on Dive Packages 

> Fresh Water Swimming Pool 
and Jacuzz! 


Dive From Your 
Door Step 


> Boat Dives - Northwall - Stingray cit 
East End - On-site dive shop 


. Shore Diving - Waldo’s Reef - Waldo’s. 
Off Hotel Dock 


1-800 -332 -62 
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dock. Best package: 7 nights, 6 2-tank dives, all meals, 
airport transfers, $1,120 per person, dbl. occ. 

SUNSET DIVERS 

GEORGE TOWN, GRAND CAYMAN « (800) 854-4767, 
(809) 949-7111 ¢ Dives the north, south, east and west 
and Stingray City. Experienced staff, shore diving, 7 cus- 
tom dive boats, computer 
diving. Booking offices: 
Caradonna Caribbean 
Tours; Certified Vacations, 
(800) 233-7260; Funway 
Holidays, (800) 558- 
3050; Go Diving; Liberty 
GoGo, (800) 899-2558; 
Moore Tours; PADI Travel 
Network; Scuba Network, 
(800) 688-3483; Tropical 
Adventures Travel. Best 
package: 5 nights, 4 days 
of boat diving, free shore 
diving, full breakfast, air- 
port transfers, tax, $610 
per person, dbl. occ. 
SUNSET 
UNDERWATER PHOTO 
CENTRE AND 
GALLERY 

GRAND CAYMAN e 
(809) 949-7415 « e- 
mail: cathy@cathy- 
church.com « internet: 
http://www.cathy- 
church.com «© Underwa- 
ter photography school 
that offers photo instruc- 
tion and Nikonos repair. 
TREASURE ISLAND 
DIVERS 

SEVEN MILE BEACH, 
GRAND CAYMAN e 
(800) 872-7552, (809) 
949-4456 e Dives all 
sides of Grand Cayman. 
Friendly staff. Custom-tai- 
lored packages. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


CAYMAN AGGRESSOR 
iil, LITTLE CAYMAN 
DIVER Ii 
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CENTRAL AMERICA 


twists around the island’s steep flanks. 

And that’s it—the only road in all of 
the Bay Islands, a string of 65 subsea out- 
croppings surrounded by coral reefs. 
Together these islands are home to the 
greatest diversity of coral, sponge and 
invertebrate species in the Caribbean. 

WEATHER: Mild year-round; rarely above 
9OF in summer or below 75F in winter. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Varies from 78F 
in winter to 82F in summer. 

VISIBILITY: Windward reefs sometimes 
subject to current clouding; otherwise an 
average of 80 feet. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: At Peter’s Place on 
Roatan, five species of grouper follow 
you around like puppies. Fight your way 
through clouds of silversides at Jim’s Sil- 
ver Lode off Guanaja for another grouper 
gulch. Utila’s Black Hill is one of several 
hundred diveable open-ocean pinnacles. 


] n Roatan, there’s one paved road that 


Reader Ratings 
Bay islands 


+ Fish Life 3.58 

* Big Animals 2.16 
| Healthy Reefs 4.39 
| Walls 4.27 





Hl Wrecks 2.57 

| Shore Diving 3.48 
i Value 4.29 

| Overall 4.14 


excellent 





BAY ISLANDS DIVE OPERATORS 


ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT 

ROATAN « (800) 227-3483, iii 666-1997 © e-mail: 
bahia@ gate.net internet: 
http: //www.empg. FENG ae ed e Dives north- 
west, west and south sides of Roatan. More than 25 
years experience, emphasis on service and personal 
attention. Booking offices: Bahia Tours, Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best package: 7 nights, accommodations, 
diving, meals, activities, $600 per person. 

BAY ISLANDS BEACH RESORT 

ROATAN « (800) 4-ROATAN, (407) 624-5774 e¢ Dives 
Roatan, including West End marine reserve and Sandy 
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“A Barefoot Adventure” 


After a six-month renovation 
process you can now enjoy 
the dive vacation of a lifetime. 


Call to find out what’s new | | sat | 
at Journey's End! ee ee cient ——_ a” 


800-460-5665 Ee "eae m™ Placencia, Belize 
phone 713-780-1566 dt = Central America 
era he 1 ‘80 O - Z 4. 1” | 3 3 | 


Dive Shop on Site Fax 011-501-6-23240 - e-mail: rupel@btl.net 
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> sunboiegri: ic than Oheeurd eeecsaniela : 
> Selling & Diving Belize for 15 years _: 
»> Lowest airfares, all USA ; 
> Special hotel-diving-tour rates 
» Special inland expeditions 





713-996-7800 
Fax: 713-996-1556 


TED-ON A PRIVATE ISLAND —— n@csan ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ . 


“For cll your. : ‘acation needs” es —A Full Seranee Pekar - ~~ 
San Pedro Town - Ambergris Cave, Belize a pering the best i in pee on th 


Everything from open-water scuba courses, reef div- 
ing, Blue Hole diving to exciting shark and ray 
encounters; relaxing snorkeling trips, Mayan ruins 
and manatee encounters. We have it all. Best prices 
and best service in town. 
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Phone: 011-501-26-3706 . Fax:011-501-26-3707 
Packages: 1-800-648-8990 
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Come see why Belize is one of the 7 Underwater Wonders of the World. 
BELIZE TOURIST BOARD - 1-800-624-0686 


421 7th Avenue - Suite 701 - New York, NY 10001 - (212) 563-6011 - Fax (212) 563-6033 
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Bay Istands 


Bay. Offers personalized diving services, caters to 
groups. Best package: $12,395 for group of 24. 
BAYMAN BAY CLUB 

GUANAJA ¢ (800) 524-1823 ¢ e-mail: bayman@ix.netcom.com 
e internet: http://www.bayman.lwm.com/bay- 
man@ix.netcom.com/ e¢ Dives Guanaja. Private bay 
and beach on the lee side, kayaking, reef diving from 
shore, nature trails. Best package: 7 nights (through Dec. 
20, excluding holiday weeks), $749. 

COCO VIEW RESORT/DOCKSIDE DIVE CENTER 
ROATAN « (800) 282-8932, (352) 588-4131 ¢ Dives 
south side of Roatan. Dedicated dive operation, offers 
PADI certifications and specialties. 110-foot wall directly 
offshore. Booking office: Roatan Charters. Best pack- 
age: $775 per diver for 7 nights, includes 2 boat dives 
daily, unlimited shore diving, day and night. 

DOC’S DIVE SHOP 

ROATAN « (011) 504-45-1322 « Dives the south side of 
Roatan. Limited to 2 divers. Best package: $250 per day, 
per person, dbl. occ. 

FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 

ROATAN e (800) 676-2826, (011) 504-45-1191 « Dives 
the northern and southern shore of Roatan. Booking 
office: Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: From 
April 11-June 11 and Sept. 15-Dec. 15: standard room, 
$675, deluxe room, $875. 

LAGUNA BEACH RESORT 

UTILA © (800) 668-8452, (318) 893-0013 « Dives 40 
sites. Full-service resort offers easy access to shore div- 
ing, private beach and waterfront rooms. Booking offices: 
Go Diving; Poseidon Venture Tours; Bahia Tours; Caradon- 
na Cariibbean Tours; Utila Tours, (800) 66-UTILA; Roatan 
Charter, (800) 282-8932. Best package: 8 days/7 nights, 
3 meals daily, 3 boat dives daily, 2 night dives weekly, 
unlimited shore diving, airport transfer, call for price. 

OFF THE WALL DIVERS AND ECOSPORTS 

ROATAN « (800) 315-2613, (011) 504-45-5525 « Dives 
the Great Southern Reef, East End and offshore banks 
and seamounts. Offers fast boats, small groups, kayak 
diving and special dives. Booking office: BZ Travel, (800) 
382-7776. Best package: 7 nights, 5 days diving, accom- 
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water and air conditioning. 
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modations, breakfast, airport transfers, $475. 
PLANTATION BEACH RESORT 

LA CEIBA ¢ (800) 628-3723, (011) 504-42-0974 e« 
Dives Cayos Cochinos, Bay Islands, offshore seamounts. 
Only resort on private island, Pro 42 dive boat, exclusive 
dive operation for local biological reserve and marine 
park. Booking office: A-1 Scuba & Travel Center, (800) 
783-7282, (303) 789-2450. Best package: $795 per per- 
son, per week. Call for group discounts and special rates. 
POSADA DEL SOL 

GUANAJA ¢ (800) 642-3483, (407) 624-3483 ¢ Dives 
the Bay Islands. Best package: $950. Call for details. 
REEF HOUSE RESORT 

ROATAN « (800) 328-8897, (210) 681-2888 « Dives 
both shores of Roatan, Barbareta Island. Wall dive acces- 
sible from stone jetty in front of resort. Booking offices: 
Bahia Tours, Caribbean Adventures, Maduro Dive Fanta- 
Seas, Tropical Travel. Best package: 7 nights, all meals, 
2 boat dives daily, 1 night dive, unlimited shore diving, 
$775 per person, dbl. occ. 

ROMEO’S DIVE & YACHT CLUB 

ROATAN « (800) 535-DIVE (011) 504-45-1127/1337 e« 
Dive various reefs and wrecks. Trips to Punta Gorda, pic- 
nics on beach, kayaks, sunset cruises. Booking offices: 
Avanti Destinations, (503) 295-1100; Landfall Produc- 
tions Dive & Adventure Travel; A.I.T., (800) 553-2488; 
Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: $450 per per- 
son (plus 7 percent tax); some restrictions may apply. 
SEAGRAPE PLANTATION RESORT DIVE CENTER 
ROATAN « (800) 298-9009, (011) 504-45-1717 « Dives 
Roatan, West End and south shore. Shore diving on 
premises, caters to small groups, no additional charge 
for singles. Booking office: Scuba Ventures. Best pack- 
age: 8 days/7 nights, 3 dives per day, unlimited shore 
diving, 3 meals per day, transfers, 1 night dive, $599. 
SUNRISE ROATAN 

ROATAN « (800) 934-DiVE, (011) 504-45-1265 © email: 
caribadv@ix.netcom.com « Dives northern barrier reef. Book- 
ing office: Caribbean Adventures. Best package: 7 nights, 
$575. 

UTILA LODGE RESORT/ BAY ISLANDS 

COLLEGE OF DIVING 
UTILA « (800) 282-8932, 
(011) 504-45-3143 e 
Dives all sides of Utila 
Island, including walls, 
reefs, seamounts, pinna- 
cles. PADI 5-star facility, 
fast boats, personalized 
and customized service, 
E-6 processing, instruc- 
tion. Booking office: 
Roatan Charter. Best 
package: 7 days/6 nights, 
5 days of diving, food, 
accommodations, $525 
per person, dbl. occ. 
UTILA REEF RESORT 
UTILA ¢ (800) 263-9876, 
(011) 504-261-7368 
Dives seamounts, walls 
and mooring sites around 
Utila. Offers shore diving, 
personal service, caters 
to small groups. Best 
package: 7 nights with 
$20 bar tab credit, $865. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 
BAY ISLANDS AGGRES- 


SOR, WIND DANCER/ 
PETER HUGHES, ISLA 


Kir 1g offers. p plenty of activities for 


your Vacation w hims. 





(S00) 66-UTILA 


PHONE (318) 839-0013 
FAX (318) 839-5024 
LOCAL PHONE/FAX 011 (504) 45-3239 





CIRCLE NO. 27 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


BELIZE 


he Central 
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coastline 
between Mexico 











and Guatemala is protected by a 185- 
mile-long barrier reef, second longest in 
the world. In the north, Ambergris Caye is 
home to a clutch of popular diving resorts. 
Outside the barrier reef are three coral 
atolls—Lighthouse, Glover’s Reef and Turn- 
effe Island—that are isolated getaways. 
Inside the less-visited southern end of the reef 
is a rare faro reef system. 

> WEATHER: Mild year-round, with temper- 
atures rarely higher than 90F in the sum- 
mer or below 75F in winter. 

> AVERAGE WATER TEVIP: Varies from 78F in 
the winter to 82F in the summer. 

> VISIBILITY: Offshore waters offer 100 feet 
of visibility or better in the late spring and 
summer, although plankton and storms can 
lower visibility on the atolls to 50 feet or less. 
> THREE GREAT DIVES: Deep divers will love 
the rocky interior of the Great Blue Hole 
inside Lighthouse Reef. Northern Reef 
Drop-off is a virgin wall on the southern 
end of the barrier reef that starts at 40 feet 
and drops to 3,000. Grouper Gulley off 
Glover’s Reef is home to lazy nurse sharks, 
playful sea turtles and massive grouper. 


excellent 


BELIZE OPERATORS 


ADVENTURES IN WATERSPORTS 

AMBERGRIS CAYE « (011) 501-26-3706 @ Dives San 
Pedro, Ambergris Caye, Hol Chan, Blue Hole, Turneffe 
Islands, Lighthouse Reef and Shark Ray Alley. Small 
groups of 8 divers max. (larger groups by arrangement), 
first-aid and oxygen on board. Booking office: That’s The 
Ticket Tours, (800) 648-8990. 

AMIGOS DEL MAR 

AMBERGRIS CAYE « (011) 501-26-2706 « Dives 
Ambergris Caye, Turneffe Atoll and Lighthouse Reef. 18 
years experience, guides knowledgeable about local 
waters. Booking office: Island Dreams. Packages vary. 
BELIZE DIVE CENTER 

SAN PEDRO « (011) 501-26-2777 © Dives San Pedro, 
Lighthouse Reef and Shark Ray Alley. Offers local 1-day 
and overnight trips to the Blue Hole. Booking office: 
Belize Dive Tours, (800) 938-0860. Call for rates. 

BLUE HOLE DIVE CENTER 

AMBERGRIS CAYE e (011) 501-262982 ¢ e-mail: blue- 
hole@btli.net © Dives Ambergris Caye, Turneffe Islands, 
Lighthouse Reef and the Great Blue Hole. Offers profes- 
sional services with a focus on quality and value for your 
diving experience. Custom-tailored diving packages. 
BLUE MARLIN LODGE 

DANGRIGA « (800) 798-1558, (011) 501-52-2243 e 
Dives the Barrier Reef and Glover’s Reef Atoll. Located 
on the barrier reef and offers personalized services. Dive 
packages vary. 4 nights, $825, dbl. occ. 

BOTTOM TIME DIVE SHOP 

AMBERGRIS CAYE e (713) 337-3758 « Dives Belize. 
Offers personal service. Booking office: BZ Travel Ser- 
vice, (800) 382-7776. Best package: 7 nights, 6 days 
diving, transfers, island flight, $695. 











CAPTAIN MORGAN’S RETREAT 
(800) 447-2931, (218) 847-3012 « Dives Hol Chan Marine 
Reserve, Turneffe Reef Atoll and Lighthouse Reef. Dive 
guide has 16 years experience in local waters. Best pack- 
age: 7 nights at Captain Morgan’s Retreat, 10 dives, break- 
fast and dinner, round-trip airfare from Miami, Houston or 
New Orleans, inter-island transfers, $1,170 per person. 
CORAL BEACH HOTEL & DIVE CLUB 
AMBERGRIS CAYE e (011) 501-26-2013 © e-mail: for- 
man@btl.net ¢ internet: http://www.belize.com. ¢ 
Dives Half Moon Caye, Turneffe Island and Lighthouse 
Reef, including the Blue Hole. Overnight dive trips to Blue 
Hole on our 50-foot live-aboard OffShore Express. Book- 
ing office: Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 
days/6 nights, 5 days diving, accommodations, 2 meals, 
round-trip transfers from airport to San Pedro, $650. 
DU PLOOY’S 
SAN IGNACIO CAYO e (011) 501-92-3101 « Dives 
Belize. Jungle trips combined with diving packages. Book- 
ing office: Belize Dive Center, (305) 524-3629. 
FRENCHIE’S DIVING SERVICE 
CAYE CAULKER « (011) 501-22-2234 « Dives the Belize 
Barrier Reef, Turneffe Island, Lighthouse Reef and Blue 
Hole. Offers highly experienced, professional diving ser- 
vices and a great variety of dive sites. Best package: 7 
dives (includes Blue Hole and a night dive), $275. 
JOURNEY’S END RESORT 
AMBERGRIS CAYE « (800) 460-5665, (713) 780-1566 e 
e-mail: jornyend@neosof.com ¢ Dives Belize reef, Blue 
Hole, Lighthouse Reef, Turneffe Island. Offers professional 
diving services in the remote locations of Ambergris Caye. 
LIGHTHOUSE REEF RESORT 
LIGHTHOUSE ATOLL « (800) 423-3114, (941) 439- 
6600 « Dives reefs around Lighthouse Atoll, Blue Hole. 
Offers suites, air-conditioned, 25-minute flight to resort. 
MANTA RESORT 
SOUTHWEST CAYE, GLOVER’S REEF e (011) 501-32767 
e Dives Glover's Reef Atoll. Private island, only dive opera 
tion in area. Booking office: Scuba Company, (800) 326- 
1724. Best package: $1,295 per person, dbl. occ. 
NAUTICAL INN RESORT/NAUTI-ONE DIVE SHOP 
PLACENCIA e (800) 688-0377 © Dives southern reefs 
and cayes of Belize. Booking offices: Caribbean Adven- 
tures; Belize Dive Center, (800) 938-0860; Travel Belize, 
(303) 494-7797. Best package: 7 nights, 5 days of 2- 
tank dives, room, meals, tax and service charges, 
$1,014 per person. 
RAMON’S VILLAGE DIVE SHOP 
AMBERGRIS CAYE « (800) 624-4215, (011) 501-26- 
2071 « Dives Belize Barrier Reef, outer atolls, Turneffe 
and Lighthouse. 2 full-time instructors, emphasis on safe- 
ty, NAUI Dream Resort and PADI International Resort. 
Booking offices: Ocean Connection, Tropical Travel Repre- 
sentatives. Best package: 8 days/7 nights, including 
accommodations, tax, breakfast, 6 days of 2-tank dives, 
$730.95 per person, dbl. occ. (May 15-Dec. 15). 
REEF DIVERS, LTD. 
AMBERGRIS CAYE « (011) 501-26-3134 ¢ Dives 26 
miles of barrier reef adjacent to Ambergris Caye. Experi- 
enced operator offers full-service diving on Ambergris 
Caye. Booking offices: Ocean Connection, Best of Belize 
& Beyond, Tropical Concepts, Poseidon Venture Tours, 
Go Diving, International Diving Expeditions. Best pack- 
age: 2-tank dive, $45. 
RUM POINT DIVERS 
PLACENCIA e¢ (011) 501 62-3239 © e-mail: 
rupel@btl.net « Dives southern Belize. Offers 42-foot 
fully equipped dive boat, fully outfitted dive shop, new 
equipment. Booking office: Toucan Travel. Best package: 
7 nights, 5 days of 2-tank diving, private cabana, 3 meals 
daily, taxes and service charges, $1,510 (sgl. occ.), 
$1,058 (dbl. occ.), $1,007 (triple occ.) per person. 
ST. GEORGE’S LODGE 
ST. GEORGE’S CAYE « (800) 678-6871, (011) 501- 
212121 ¢ e-mail: aw2travel2bz@eworld.com ¢ Dives 
barrier reef at St. George’s Caye. Closest dive operation 
to mainland Belize, 18 years in business, nitrox, thatched 
cottages in intimate setting over water, 10-15 minutes to 
- dive sites. $1,349 per person, per week, includes trans- 
fers, meals, 3 dives daily, tips and taxes. 
SOULSHINE RESORT 
PLACENCIA « (800) 890-6082, (860) 767-7849 « 
internet: http://www.soulshine.com ¢ Dives reefs 
around Laughing Bird Caye, dives with manatees. Small 
operation, 2 to 4 divers max., private island, only swin+ 
ming pool in area. Calli for package rates. 
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Roatan, Honduras Bay Islands 
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Discover 


Honduras! 
Call 1#800#282%8932 
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Beach House 
Rentals 


Beautiful 2 and 3 
bedroom oceanfront 
vacation rentals on Roatan, 

Honduras Bay Islands. 
Dive and meal plans available. » 
For more information, call 


1°800°282°8932. 


Current Honduras Bay 
Island diving conditions: 
(904) 588-3046 


PO BOX 877, | 
SAN ANTONIO | 

Vie PLj 335260) 8 
———-904e58824131 
FAX 904°588¢4158 


Expect the Honduras Bay Islands’ famous diving... 


with a twist! 


Spectacular, pristine diving. You'll have the opportunity to dive with whale 


sharks, enjoy fishing, hiking, kayaking, canoeing, horseback riding, cave 


explorations, and more. And it’s so easy to get to with our new air service. 


Utila Lodge offers a full service dive operation with large, air conditioned 


rooms overlooking the water. All with no hidden costs. Taxes, diving, and 


meals are included in one low price. 
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A unique and attractive private island resort combin ing natu ral beaut y with 
casual elegance, modern com rts, fine food and excellent service. 
Beachside or hillside rooms air-conditioned with phone, cable ‘] V, refrigera tor and 
private patio. Dedicated dive operation, full service marma, all watersports, 
tennis and basketball courts. 


Fantasy Island Beach Resort Dive & Marina 
Roatan ~ Bay Islands —- Honduras 
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POSADA DEL SOL- A PARADISE ESCAPE ON THE PRISTINE ISLAND OF GUANAJA 
IN THE BAY ISLANDS. SO SECLUDED, $0 REMBTE, THAT NO ROADS LEAD 
THERE. A PRIVATE RESORT WITH WORLD-CLASS SCUBA DIVING, BONE FISHING, 
CONTINENTAL CUISINE, FRESH WATER POOL, TENNIS COURTS AND ENDLESS 
MILES OF HIKING TRAILS. Discoves POSADA DEL SOL AND EXPERIENCE THE 
MYSTERY OF THE BAY ISLANDS. YOUR DESTINATION OF LAST RESORT. 


POSADA D&L ¥OL 


1-800-642-3483 
1201 US Hichway One, Suite 210-N. Patm Beacu, FL 338400 407-642-3483 
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BAYMAN BAY CLUB 


GUANAJA - BAY ISLANDS - HONDURAS 


RUINS - RAINFORESTS 
JUNGLE TRAILS AND MOUNTAIN HIKES 
SNORKELING: DIVING - KAYAKING 
SUNSETS AND MOONLIT BEACHES 


AHHH...ANOTHER DAY AT 
BAYMAN BAY 


1-800-524-1823 


FAX: (305)370-2276 
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TURNEFFE FLATS 

TURNEFFE ATOLL « (800) 815-1304 « Dives the Turn- 
effe Atoll; day trip to Lighthouse Reef, including Blue Hole 
and Half Moon Wall. Offers fast, comfortable dive boats. 
Booking offices: Poseidon Venture Tours, Caribbean 
Adventures. All-inclusive, Saturday to Saturday, meals, 
lodging, diving and transfers, call for price. 

TURNEFFE ISLAND LODGE 

(800) 874-0118, (770) 536-3922 « Dives south end of 
Turneffe Atoll, Blue Hole, Half Moon Caye. Full-Service on- 
site dive operation, diving within 5 minutes of lodge. Best 
package: One-week accommodations, 16 dives, $1,295. 

VICTORIA HOUSE 

SAN PEDRO, AMBERGRIS CAYE « (800) 247-5159, 
(504) 865-0717 ¢ e-mail: victoria@bze.com ¢ Dives 
Ambergris Caye. Small operation, casually elegant, empha- 
sis on customer service. Best package: 7 nights, 4 days of 
diving, night dive, airfare to resort from Belize City, most 
meals, tax, gratuities, $2,055 to $3,320 for two people. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 

Belize 

BELIZE AGGRESSOR Ill, REMBRANDT VAN RUN, TOR- 
TUGA DIVE CENTRE, WAVE DANCER/PETER HUGHES 


COSTA RICA 


osta Rica is a crossroads— 
between North and South Ameri- 
ca, between colliding climactic 
systems, and between traditional travel 
and 1990s-style ecotourism. While most of 
the potential diving in Costa Rica remains 
untapped, operators are beginning to 


appear, especially on the Pacific coast. 
> WEATHER: Mild year-round, with tem- 
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Costa Rica 


== 


Ede 


peratures rarely exceeding 90F in summer 
or dipping below 75F in winter. 

p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Dependably con- 
stant, from 78F in winter to 82F in summer. 
> VISIBILITY: Windward reefs sometimes 
subject to clouding from currents; other- 
wise, an average of 80 feet. 


> THREE GREAT DIVES: Off the Pacific 


northwest coast, jacks, snappers, grouper, 
mantas and bull sharks converge on Mur- 
cielagos Island. At the pinnacles of Punta 
Gorda, off El Ocatal, entire armies of 
eagle rays parade by. If you want reefs, 
head for the Caribbean coast’s 1,500-acre 
coral garden off Cahuita. 


COSTA RICA OPERATORS 


AGUILA DE OSA INN 

PUNTARENAS « (011) 506-286-2180/232-7722 « e- 
mail: aguila@centralamerica.com ¢ Dives Cano Island. 
Only operator in the area. Booking office: Adventure Dive 
Travel, (800) 938-9767. 

BILL BEARD’S DIVING SAFARIS DE COSTA RICA 
(011) 506-670-0012 ¢ e-mail: nbeard@iu.net ¢ Dives the 
Pacific northwest region of Costa Rica, including Playa Her- 
mosa, Catalina Islands and Bat Islands. Offers packages 
with 7 resorts. Booking offices: Go Diving, Landfall Produc- 
tions Dive & Adventure Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. 
Best package: 7 days/6 nights, 5 days of diving, $588. 
ECO TREKS ADVENTURE CO. 

(011) 506-289-8191 « e-mail: josbourn@sol.racsa.co.cr 
e Dives Flamingo Marina, the Catalina Islands, Cocos 
Island and Bat Islands. Other sports available, including 
sea kayaks, mountain bikes, jet skis, windsurfers and 
surfboards. Booking office: Caradonna Caribbean Tours. 
Al-inclusive dive package, plus night dive, $799. 

EL OCOTAL DIVING SAFARIS 

PLAYA OCOTAL, GUANACASTE ° (011) 506-670-0321 e 
e-mail: elocotal@sd-racsa.co.cr ¢ Dives Papagayo Gulf 
and Guanacaste. Booking offices: Caradonna Caribbean 
Tours; Go Diving; Landfall Productions Dive & Adventure 
Travel; Ocean Connection; PADI Travel Network; Tropical 
Adventures Travel; Tropical Travel Representatives. Best 
package: 6 days/5 nights, 3 days of 2-tank diving, trans- 
fers, breakfast daily, $555 per person, dbl. occ. 

RICH COAST DIVING CO. 

PLAYA DEL COCO e (011) 506-670-0716 « e-mail: 
scubavoy@ix.netcom.com e¢ Dives the Gulf of Papagayo, 
Bat Islands and Catalina Islands. Emphasizes service, 
including gear handling and travel assistance and 
arrangements. Small groups. Booking office: Scuba Voy- 
ages. Best package: 7 days/6 nights in air-conditioned 
room, 5 days of 2-tank dives, tanks and weights, break- 
fast and snacks, $459 per person, dbl. occ. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 

Cocos Island « Costa Rica 

OKEANOS AGGRESSOR, SEA HUNTER, UNDERSEA 
HUNTER 


PANAMA 


EMERALD COAST DIVERS 
(904) 233-3355 ¢ e-mail: ecdivers@aol.com ¢ Dives 
Malpelo and Panama. 





EASTERN 
CARIBBEAN 


ood things come in small packages, 
and in the Eastern Caribbean, 
small-package islands form a gen- 
tle curve of good things that reaches from 
the Virgin Islands all the way to 
Venezuela. Each island offers its own ver- 
sion of the travel-brochure ideal: white- 
sand beaches, tropical rain forests, plung- 











Eastern Caribbean 


ing waterfalls and five-star resorts. 

At least three of the islands—Saba, 
Dominica and Tobago—have gained 
some notoriety as divers’ islands: Saba for 
its pinnacles and drop-offs, Dominica for 
its volcano crater and walls, and Tobago 
for its manta rays. But lesser known are 
the offshore treasures of islands like St. 
Kitts and Nevis, Barbados, Anguilla, and 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines. 
> WEATHER: Temperatures are nearly per- 
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Bahia Tours. 


 GB4AO SEW. 40th Street #208 





Miami, Florida 33155 


 1-800-227-DIVE 
Tel: 305-666-1997 ¥ Fax: 505-666-2292 
E-mail: bahia@gate.net_.__—-- —.. 
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fect year-round, rarely dipping much below 
70F in the winter or heating up much 
above 90F in the summer. Sometimes cool 
at night, especially in higher elevations of 
mountainous islands. Tropical showers can 
be expected throughout the year. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Comfortable 
year-round, averaging 78F in the winter 
and 82F in the summer. 

VISIBILITY: Excellent throughout the 
chain. Expect 80 to 100 feet in most 
places, though runoff from rivers on some 
islands can muddy the waters. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: Barbados may be 
best-known for its beaches and resorts, 
but the 360-foot Stavronikita off 
Bridgetown is a world-class wreck dive 
that deserves some attention of its own. At 
Champagne, a one-of-a-kind dive site off 
Dominica, hot water bubbles out of the 
reef to create a natural jacuzzi. Caves, 
overhangs, deep-water gorgonians and big 
fish make Saba’s Shark Shoal one of the 
most photogenic dive sites in the region, 
even when the big boys are a no-show. 


EASTERN CARIBBEAN DIVE OPERATORS 


THE DIVE SHOP /ANGUILLA LTD. 

(809) 497-2020 ¢ e-mail: peabodyi@candw.coh.ai ¢ 
Dives the wrecks and reefs off the northern coast of 
Anguilla. PADI 5-star facility, Platinum Pro 5000 instruc- 
tor. Best package: 6-tank dive package, $180; 10-tank 
package, $300; includes tanks and weights. 


DIVE ANTIGUA 

(809) 462-3483 ¢ Dives Ariadne Shoals and Mike’s 
Reef. Offers private, unmarked dive sites, exploratory 
dives, marine biology dives. 

DOCKYARD DIVERS 

(809) 460-1178 « Dives Antigua’s south coast. 15 dive 
sites within one mile of shop; large retail outlet. Best 
packages: 7 days/6 nights, 10 dives, $699 (suite); 7 
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days/6 nights, 10 dives, $499 (contemporary). 
Add $280 for breakfast and dinner. 

JOLLY DIVE CLUB ANTIGUA 

(809) 462-0061, EXT. 149 « Dives Antigua, 
including Cades Reef and English Harbor. Offers 
friendly, professional diving services and loca- 
tion close to Cades Reef. Booking office: Hayes 
& Jarvis Travel, (011) 4481-7419942. Best 
packages: 5 days, 10 dives including all equip- 
ment, $310. 3 days, 6 dives including all equip- 
ment, $150. 1-day resort course, $75. 

PIRATE DIVERS 

(809) 462-6322 © Dives northeast Antigua. 
Small operator offers personalized diving ser- 
vices. Best package: Five 2-tank dives, meals, 
room, tax, $1,100 per person. 


CORAL ISLE DIVERS 

(809) 431-9068 ¢ Dives Barbados’s west and 
south coasts. Close to dive sites, 40-foot power 
dive catamaran, and nitrox and nitrox training. 
Booking office: Flagship Travel, (800) 329-8388. 
Best package: 4 nights, unlimited dives, trans- 
portation, meals not included, $370 per person. 
DIVE BOAT SAFARI 

(809) 427-4350 « Dives various reefs and 
wrecks, including the Stavronikita and the 
Berwyn. Offers professional diving services at 
affordable prices and an extremely knowledge- 
able staff. Booking office: West Indian Interna- 
tional Tours Ltd., (809) 428-1490. 
EXPLORESUB BARBADOS LTD. 

(809) 435-6542 © e-mail: pado@sunbeach.net « inter- 
net: http: //www.word-traveler.com/barbados/explore.html 
e Dives south and west coasts of Barbados. Mixes pro- 
fessionalism with friendliness. Best package: $99 per 
person, per day, including accommodations, unlimited 
diving, transfers, car rental and restaurant discounts. 
HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS 

(809) 432-0931 « internet: http://www.world-travel- 
er.com/barbados/high.html ¢ Dives the entire west 
coast from North Point to Needhams Point and various 
reefs and wrecks. Offers custom-tailored dives, high 
staff-to-diver ratio, personalized attention and gear han- 
dling. Best package: 2 boat dives, beach diving, tanks 
and weights, other watersports, transfers, $96. 

THE DIVE SHOP 

(800) 348-3756, (809) 426-9947 e¢ email: hardive@carib- 
net.net ¢ internet: http: //www.lookup.com/home- 
pages /61462/home.html ¢ Dives Castle Bank, The Muff, 
Stavronikita, Asta Reef, and other south and west coast 
reefs and wrecks. Also dives east coast in summer. 30 
years experience, personal service and computer-friendly 
dives. Booking office: Dreamscape Dive Tours. Best 
package: Unlimited diving, boat dives, tanks and weights, 
accommodations, T-shirt and hat, farewell party, $499. 


ANCHORAGE DIVE CENTER 

ROSEAU « (809) 448-2638 « Dives the western coast 
of Dominica. Offers whale watches, full service, caters 
to smaller groups. Booking offices: Blue Lagoon, Inc., 
Caribbean Adventures, Go Diving. Best package: 5 days 
of diving, two meals daily, transfers, accommodations 
at Anchorage Hotel, $899 per person. 

DIVE CASTAWAYS 

(809) 449-6244 « Dives the entire west coast of Domini- 
ca. Central location provides access to central and north- 
ern west coast sites as well as popular dive sites in the 
south. Hotel located on private beach. Booking office: 
Caribbean Adventures. Best package: 7 nights, five 2- 
tank dives, full breakfast, government tax and surcharge, 
complimentary rum punch, fresh fruit basket, tennis, 
$741 per person, dbl. occ. 

DIVE DOMINICA 

(809) 448-2188 « Dives Scotts Head, Soufriere Bay area 
and Dominica’s southwest area. Booking office: Scuba Voy- 
ages. Best package: 7 nights, breakfast and dinner every- 
day, 10 dives, unlimited shore diving, airport transfers, 
taxes and service charges, $799 per person, dbl. occ. 
EAST CARIB DIVE 

(809) 449-6575 ¢ Dives Dominica’s central west coast, 
day trips to the north and south. Caters to small groups on 
uncrowded boats. Booking office: Neal Watson’s Undersea 
Adventures. Packages may vary. 10 dives, $315. 7 nights 
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poor... excellant 


at private villa, 10 dives, 2 island tours, $963. 

NATURE ISLAND DIVE 

(809) 449-8181 ¢ Dives Soufriere and Scotts Head 
Marine Reserve, including Soufriere Pinnacle, La Bim, 
Champagne, Danglebens and Coral Gardens. Offers per- 
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Eastern Caribbean 


sonalized and professional diving services, small groups, 
and a variety of water and land sports. Booking office: 
WaterHouse Photo Tours. Best packages: 7 nights at 
seaside cottage, 10 dives, half-day biking, kayaking, air- 
port transfers, accommodations, $1,400 for 2 people. 7 
nights at hotel, 10 dives, biking, half-day kayaking, trans- 
fers, breakfast, $850 per person, dbl. occ. 


Grenada 

DIVE GRENADA 

(809) 444-1092/5875 ¢ Dives the Bianca C, lee side of 
the island and day trips to remote islands in the north. 
Experienced staff, gear handling, personalized service. 
Booking office: Scuba Mart, (800) 843-8362. Best pack- 
age: Accommodations, 2 dives, $100 per day. Meal 
plans available. 

GRAND ANSE AQUATICS 

(809) 444-1046 « Dives the Bianca C and other reefs 
and wrecks around Grenada. 


Guadeloupe 

LES HEURES SAINES 

(011) 590-988663 « Dives the Cousteau Underwater 
Park and dive sites around the Pigeon Islands. 


Martinique 

CLUB MED/BUCCANEERS CREEK 

(800) CLUB-MED « Dives Diamant Rock and Anse 
D’Arlet. Offers 2-day resort classes. Best package: 6 
dives and equipment, $65. 

PLANETE BLEUE DIVING 

(011) 596-660879 « Dives entire Caribbean coast of 
Martinique. 


Saba 

SABA DEEP DIVE CENTER 

(800) 222-0578, (011) 5994-63347 « Dives the Saba 
Marine Park, including pinnacles, walls and reefs. Caters 
to small groups, personalized service and three dives 
daily. Booking offices: Go Diving; Dive Saba Travel. Best 
package: 4 nights, 6 dives, $435 to $546. 


DIVE BARBADOS 


Te Dw Stor LTD. 


Barbados Professional Diving Service 


THE DIVE SHOP, LTD. 


Two-tank morning dives, 
PADI, NAUI & ANDI certifi- 
cations, Dive packages 
with accommodations. 


O* HIGHTIDE 
WATERSPORTS 


SEA SABA DIVE CENTER 

(011) 599-462246 « e-mail: brqswks@sedona.net ¢ 
internet: http://www.3routes.com/scuba/seasaba.html 
e Dives all moorings in Saba Marine Park. Two 38-foot 
covered dive boats with sundecks and shade, small 
groups (10-12 divers max.), an experienced all-instructor 
crew, and freedom for experienced divers. Booking 
offices: Caribbean Adventures, Go Diving. Best package: 
7 nights, 5 days diving, breakfast and lunch, transfers, 
taxes, marine park fees, $760 per person, dbl. occ. 


St. Barthelemy 

ST. BARTH DIVING CENTER 

(011) 590-277034 ¢ Dives more than 15 sites, includ- 
ing Pain de Sucre, Petits Saints and Colombier. Offers 
uncrowded dive boats, personalized, professional ser- 
vices, guided tours and 4 departures daily. Best pack- 
age: 10 dives, $400 including gear. 


St. Eustatius 

DIVE STATIA 

(011) 599-382435 e Dives both the Caribbean and the 
Atlantic sides of St. Eustatius. Offers experienced and 
professional diving services. Best packages: 3 nights, 4 
dives, accommodations, transportation, breakfast, 
$242. 7 nights, 12 dives, accommodations, transporta- 
tion, breakfast, $664. 

GOLDEN ROCK DIVE CENTER 

(800) 311-6658, (011) 5993-82964 « Dives various 
wrecks, walls and reefs. Offers new equipment, 
comfortable dive boats and personalized service. Best 
package: 7 days, 7 nights, accommodations, 15 boat dives, 
breakfast, $749. 


St. Kitts & Nevis 

DIVE NEVIS 

(800) 75-NEVIS, (809) 469-9395 © e-mail: 
beveland@caribsurf.com ¢ Dives St. Kitts and Nevis, 
including Nags Head, Monkey Shoals, Redonda Bank and 
the wrecks of the 7a/ata and River Taw. Caters to small 
groups, personalized service, a multilingual staff and 





Located at Pebbles Beach 
and Bridgetown Cruise 
Terminal. Safety is our 
goal, Service is our priority. 


ST. MICHAEL'S BARBADOS 


809-426-9947 


800-348-3756 
Fax (809)426-2031 


You can also get more infor- 
mation by using our E mail 
address: Hardive @ Caribnet.net 
or look for our home page: 
Http://www/Lookup.com/Ho 
mepages/61462/Home.HtML 
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We offer a friendly pro- 
fessional service catering 
to small groups. Camera 
Video/Equipment rentals. 
Equipment Sales. Member 
Of PIRA and PADO Barbados. 


We have recently launched 
our new 30-foot custom 
built dive boat Flyin’ High— 
come and check it out! 


Phone/Fax 


(809)432-09351 


For More Info Find us 
on the Internet: WWW.WORLD— 
TRAVELER.COM/BARBADOS/HIGH.HTML 
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flexible scheduling. Best package: 7 nights, 10-dive pack- 
age, accommodations, $580 per person, dbl. occ. 

ST. KITTS SCUBA 

(800) 621-1270, (809) 465-8914 e e-mail: 
birdrock@caribbeans.com e Dives St. Kitts and Nevis 
sites. Offers professional staff. Booking offices: Caradon- 
na Caribbean Tours, Landfall Productions Dive & Adven- 
ture Travel. Best packages: 1 week, no meals, $599 per 
person, or 1 week, 2 meals a day, $845 per person. 


St. Lucia 

CLUB MED/ST. LUCIA 

(800) CLUB-MED « Dives Petit Piton and Gros Piton. 
Offers 2-day resort classes and drift dives. Best pack- 
age: 13 dives and equipment, $125. 

DIVE FAIR HELEN 

(809) 451-7716, (809) 450-1640 « Dives Anse 
Cochon, Pinnacles, Gros Piton, Petit Piton and Anse 
Chastanet. Offers small groups, half-day tours, including 
2 dives, and video/photos of your dive on request. 
JALOUSIE PLANTATION RESORT & SPA 

(800) 392-2007, (809) 459-7666 © Dives the Soufriére 
Marine Management Area. Offers a 4-to-1 diver-to-staff ratio. 
Caters to small groups (8 max.), and offers shore diving, 
resort courses and PADI certification. Dive packages vary: 6 
boat dives, $185; 8 boat dives, $240; single dive, $40. 
ROSEMOND TRENCH DIVERS 

(809) 453-7605, (809) 451-4761 ® Dives St. Lucia. 
Friendly staff with local experience. Booking office: Marig- 
ot Beach Club, (809) 451-4974. 

SCUBA ST. LUCIA 

(800) 223-1108, (809) 459-7000 « Dives Pitons, 
Soufriére Marine Management Area, wreck of the 
Lesleen M and walls. Offers a multilingual staff, instruc- 
tion in five languages and large dive boats. Best pack- 
age: Group rate, $1,199, includes all dives, meals, 
accommodations. Call for details. 


St. Maarten 
OCEAN EXPLORERS DIVE CENTER 
(011) 599-545252/44357 e Dives the reefs and 
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> SCUBA DIVING PACKAGES 
> WHALE & DOLPHIN TOURS 
> SNORKELING 

> ISLAND TOURS & HIKES 
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CASTLE COMFORT LODGE 


e-mail: dive@candw.ag 


(800) 696-5880 - (800) 544-7631 


P.O. Box 2253 - Roseau - Commonwealth of Dominica 
tel: (809) 448-2188 - fax: (809) 448-6088 
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wrecks south of St. Maarten (20 sites ranging from 20 
feet to 110 feet). 30 years experience, small groups, per- 
sonal attention. Located on the beach. Best package: 7 
nights, studio apartment with kitchenette in private villa 
overlooking the ocean, 10 dives, $700. 

TRADE WINDS DIVE CENTER 

(011) 599-575176 « Dives the reefs and wrecks along 
the southern and eastern coasts of St. Maarten. Offers 
close locations to cruise ship terminals, guided tour 
dives in small groups and a friendly dive staff. Best pack- 
age: 10 dives, equipment provided, $250. 


St. Vincent & the Grenadines 

DIVE BEQUIA 

(809) 458-3504 e e-mail: bobsax@caribsurf.com e 
Dives all sites around Bequia. Dive sites within 10-minute 
boat ride. Offers 2 custon~built dive boats, 16 passengers 
max., flexible dive schedules and personalized, profession- 
al diving services. Dive packages vary: diving equipment, 
taxes, service, accommodations at the Plantation House, 
$799 per person, per week, or $599 at apartments. 

DIVE CANOUAN 

(809) 458-8044 « Dives St. Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Tobago Cays and Mayreau. Offers professional diving ser- 
vices. Best package: 6 nights, 10 dives, all meals, drinks 
not included, $1,750. 

DIVE ST. VINCENT 

(809) 457-4928/4714 « Dives St. Vincent’s southwest 
coast. Offers experienced and professional diving ser- 
vices. Booking office: Scuba Voyages. Best package: 7 
nights/8 days, 10 dives, all equipment, airport transfers 
and hotel, $599. 

GRENADINES DIVE 

(809) 458-8138 « Dives Palm Island, the Tobago Cays, 
including Horse Shoe Reef, and Mayreau, including 
Mayreau Garden. Offers a professional and friendly staff, 
yacht rendezvous, drift dives. Booking office: Scuba Voy- 
ages. Call for package rates and details. 

PETIT BYAHAUT 

(809) 457-7008 © email: petitbyahaut/@outahere.com « inter- 
net: http://www.outahere.com/petitbyahaut « Dives St. Vin- 
cent’s leeward coast. Offers a secluded nature resort, 
beach dives and short boat rides. Best package: 5-night 
dive package, all meals, $920 per person, dbl. occ. 

ST. VINCENT DIVE EXPERIENCE 

(809) 457-5130 ¢ e-mail: vindive@mcw.gov.ve « Dives 
St. Vincent and the northern Grenadines. Caters to small 
groups, offers personal service. Booking office: Landfall 
Productions Dive & Adventure Travel. 

SUNSPORTS 

(800) 525-3833, (809) 458-3577 © Dives Boulders, 
Devils Table and L’anse Chemin. Offers professional diving 
services with experienced PADI staff. Booking offices: Land- 
fall Productions Dive & Adventure Travel, PADI Travel Net- 
work. Best package: 10-dive package, 2 meals daily, $599. 


Trinidad and Tobago 

AQUAMARINE DIVE LTD. 

(809) 639-4416 Dives Tobago sites including Spey- 
side, Flying Manta, Coral Gardens, Book Ends, Blackjack 
Hole and Cathedral. Offers professional diving services, 
in-house resort location. Booking office: Into The Blue, 
Maduro Dive Fanta-Seas. 

DIVE TOBAGO 

(809) 639-0202 ¢ Dives the Caribbean and Atlantic 
sides of Tobago, anchor and drift dives. Experienced and 
personalized services. 

MAN FRIDAY DIVING 

(809) 660-4676 « Dives the north coast of Tobago, 
including Sisters Rock, St. Giles, Speyside and King’s Bay. 
Offers small groups of 6, and personalized, uncrowded div- 
ing. Booking offices: Albatros Travel, (011) 4533-322488; 
Buddies UK, (011) 44717-369031; Pan Caribe Tours, 
(800) 525-6896. Call for package rates and details. 
TOBAGO DIVE EXPERIENCE 

(809) 639-7034 ¢ Dives Speyside, on the northeast end 
and the south Caribbean coast of Tobago. Offers diving at 
both ends of the island. Booking office: Scuba Voyages. 
Best package: 7 nights, 10 dives, transfers, accommoda- 
tions, $699 per person, dbl. occ. (thru Dec. 14). 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


Saba & St. Kitts: M/V CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 
Virgin Islands to Grenada: NEW FREEDOM 


EUROPE 


EUROPEAN DIVE OPERATORS 


Cyprus 

BUDDY DIVERS 

LIMASSOL e« (011) 3575-634000, EXT. 3254 « Dives 
various sites around Cyprus. 5-day plan, 2 dives daily, £C165. 


ireland 

BALTIMORE DIVING & WATERSPORTS CENTRE 
COUNTY CORK « (011) 353-28-20300 « Dives U-260 
WWII submarine wreck and other wrecks, reefs and drop- 
offs. Offers local knowledge about dive sites, equipment 
sales, service and repair. Air and tri-mix courses and 
PADI, IANTD, TDI and CMAS certifications. Booking 
office: West Cork Travel, (011) 353-28-21211. Best 
package: 1 week accommodations, meals, 6 days hard 
boat diving, equipment, airport transfers, £350 (1st 
week), £150 (2nd week), based on 12 people. 
LAVELLE’S VALENTIA DIVING CENTRE 

COUNTY KERRY « (011) 353-6676124 « Dives the 
southwest coast of Ireland and local offshore islands, 
including the Skelligs. 25 years experience and knowl- 
edgeable about local conditions. Best package: 7 nights 
at bed and breakfast, 12 boat dives, tanks and weights, 
unlimited air, £285. 

SCUBADIVE WEST 

COUNTY GALWAY « (011) 353-9543922 « Dives Ire- 
land’s Atlantic coastline, including offshore islands. New 
dive center located on the shores of Ireland’s only fjord; 
clear Atlantic waters year-round. Booking office: PAD! Trav- 
el Network. “Drive 'N Dive” packages, including ferry ser- 
vice from the U.K., The Netherlands, Germany, Belgium 
and France; 10 boat dives, tanks and weights, £125. 
SKELLIG AQUATICS LTD. DIVE CENTRE 

COUNTY KERRY « (011) 353-66-75277 © Dives the Iver- 
agh Peninsula and southwest Ireland, including the Skel- 
ligs, Bull Rock and Scarrif Islands. 28 years of experi- 
ence, located in small village between mountains and the 
sea, emphasis on marine biology and offers other activi- 
ties. Best package: 7 nights accommodations, 5 days of 
2-tank dives, tanks and weights, £185. 


Malta 

AQUAVENTURE LTD. 

(011) 356-52214 e e-mail: aquavent@mal 
tanet.omnes.net ¢ Dives Malta, Gozo and Comino. 
Caters to advanced and beginner divers, offers water- 
sports, including windsurfing and sailing certification 
courses. Booking offices: Sport Resor, (011) 46- 
31172370; Startours, (011) 356-322294. Best pack- 
age: 7 nights, 12 dives, $£M180. 


Spain 

CLUB AMIGOS DEL MAR 

ALICANTE ¢ (011) 3496-6460250 « Dives sites in Javea, 
between Cabo de San Antonio underwater park and Cabo de 
la Nao. 22 years experience. Call in advance for details. 
ESCUBA PALMA 

MALLORCA « (011) 3471-694968 © Dives Mallorca’s 
southwest coast, including Toro, Sech, Malgrats and 
Dragonera Islands. Caters to both beginner and 
advanced divers. Dive packages vary. Call for details. 
TOP DIVING PUERTO ESCALA 

CANARY ISLANDS « (011) 3428-560609 « Dives more 
than 30 sites on Gran Canaria Island. Offers boat dives 
twice daily, multilingual dive staff and nitrox. Has only 
recompression chamber on the island. Package: 10 
dives, full equipment, accommodations, price depends 
on choice of hotel. 


Flul 


f you want to dive in the waters of 
Fiji’s Kadavu Islands, be prepared to 
drink some kava. To gain access to 
these reefs, it’s still customary to share with 
a local chief a bowl of the bitter grog made 
from the root of the yaqona tree. Some 





kava drinkers experience a narcotic high 
and most report numbness of the lips, but 
it’s a small price to pay to dive some of the 
most beautiful reefs in the South Pacific. 
Fiji is often called the soft coral capital 
of the world, thanks to its signature species, 
the translucent Dendronepthya klunzingeri. 
The island chain’s barrier reefs and coral 
atolls also support 400 other species of hard 
and soft corals, gobs of invertebrate life and 
some of the 
richest and 
most photo- 
genic fish life in 
the world, 
including the 
tomato clown- 
fish, the lemon- 
peel angelfish 
and the latticed 
butterflyfish. 
p> WEATHER: 
Favorable dive 
conditions can 
be expected 
from March to December, with the 
calmest seas in April and May. January 
and February are iffy, offering the 
warmest temperatures, but also the great- 
est amount of rainfall. 
> AVERAGE WATER TEVIP: From a low of 75F 
in the coolest months (June to October) 
to a high of 84F in January and February. 
p> VISIBILITY: Expect triple-digit vis during 
the coolest months (June to October). 
Plankton blooms and rainfall can lower 
visibility from November to February. 
p> THREE GREAT DIVES: Fed by the current 
flowing through Somo Somo Strait, the 
blanket of white soft corals that give the 
Great White Wall its name also make it 
one of the most spectacular dive sites in the 
world. Giant Maori wrasse prowl the deep 
coral chasms that cut through North 
Astrolabe Reef. Expect eight-foot sea fans 
and gray reef sharks in Frigate Passage, on 
the southwest corner of Beqa’s barrier reef. 


FiJi DIVE OPERATORS 


AQUA TREK OCEAN SPORTS ADVENTURES LTD. 
(011) 679-702413 © Dives Mamanuca Islands and Tave- 
uni. Visits more than 30 dive sites, including shark feeds. 
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BEQA DIVERS FiJl 

(011) 679-361088 » Dives Beqa Lagoon, Side Streets, 
Soft Coral Grotto, Caesar’s Rocks, Coral Gardens, vari- 
ous tunnels and wrecks. Offers custom-designed dive 
boats with easy water entry and exit, and professional 
diving services. Booking offices: Adventure Express; 
Scuba Dreams, (800) 346-6116; Scuba Hire Ltd., (011) 
679-361047; WaterWays Travel. Best package: 4 nights 
budget accommodations (diver share), 3 days diving, 6 
dives, picnic lunch, government taxes included, $300. 
CASTAWAY ISLAND DIVERS 

(011) 679-661233 « Dives Mamanuca Islands and sur- 
rounding reefs, walls and pinnacles. PADI award-winning 
resort. Emphasizes professionalism and safety. Booking 
office: Integrated Travel Resources, (310) 568-0009. 
CRYSTAL DIVERS 

(011) 679-880446 e Dives Northern Lau group and the 
Exploring Isles. Offers new, unexplored diving sites. Booking 
offices: Sea Hunt Escapes, (800) 554-2SEA; Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best packages: 4 nights, 3 days diving, $845 
per person. 7 nights, 6 days diving, $1,495 per person. 
DIVE CONNECTIONS FIJI LTD. 

(011) 679-450541 © Dives Beqa Lagoon and Frigate 
Passage. Offers reasonable prices, safe and profession- 
al services. Booking offices: Dive Discovery, Inter-Ocean 
Tours. Best package: 2 days diving, 4 tanks, all gear, 1 
night accommodation, $230 per person. 

DIVE KADAVU 

(011) 679-311780 © Dives Namalata and Astrolabe 
Reefs. Moorings on all sites, 3 dives daily and night div- 
ing. Booking offices: Landfall Productions Dive & Adven- 
ture Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 5 
nights accommodations (twin share), all meals, 10 dives, 
airport transfers, $862 per person. 

DIVE KONTIKI/KONTIKI RESORT 

(011) 679-850352 « Dives sites within a 5- to 10-minute 
boat ride. Booking offices: Travel Arrangements, (800) 
392-8213; Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 
nights accommodations (twin share), 6 days of 2-tank 
dives, meals, $800. 

DIVE SONAISALI 

(011) 679-7204114 ¢ Dives sites around the Mamanuca 
Islands. Offers a highly personalized diving experience. 5- 
day, 10-tank dive package, $320. 

DIVE TAVEUNI 

(011) 679-880441 © Dives Rainbow Reef, Somo Somo 
Straits, the Great White Wall and more than 25 other 
sites. Offers professional diving services and caters 
to both novice and advanced divers. Booking offices: 
Adventure Express, Inter-Ocean, Island Dreams, Land- 
fall Productions Dive & Adventure Travel, See & Sea 
Travel, Sportours, Tropical Adventures Travel. 

ECO DIVERS 

(011) 679-850122 ¢ Dives Savusavu Bay and outer 
reefs. Fast dive boats and multiple daily dives, up to 5 
per day. Best package: 7 nights, 5 days of 2-tank diving, 
$582 per person, dbl./twin share. 

FIJI FORBES LAUCALA ISLAND 

(800) FORBES-5, (011) 679-880077 © Dives Northern 
Group, Purple Wall, Red Wall, Rainbow’s End and Still 
Waters. No schedules, dive when you want. Booking 
office: Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 8 
days/7 nights, all-inclusive, $2,100 per person. 
KAIMBU ISLAND 

(800) 473-0332, (011) 679-880333 ¢ Dives the 14- 
mile reef surrounding the Kaimbu and Yacata Islands in 
the Lau Group. Offers remote diving, 6 divers max. and a 
variety of dives, and caters to novice through advanced. 
Best package: $995 plus 10 percent tax, per couple, per 
night, including accommodations, meals, beverages, all 
activities, transfers. 

L’AVENTURE JEAN-MICHEL COUSTEAU 

VANUA LEVU « (800) 246-3454, (011) 679-850-188 « 
e-mail: fijidfun@is.com.fj © Dives Savusavu Bay, 
Somosomo Strait. Offers PADI certifications, resort 
courses, referrals, new dive boat, E-6 processing. 
Booking office: PADI Travel Network. Best package: 5 
nights, 2-tank dive daily, $2,150 for 2 people. 
MALAWAI, KADAVU 

(011) 679-520102 « Dives offshore Malawai, Kadavu 
Island, Rooper Reef and surrounding bommies. Offers 
private, customized dive tours with small groups. Booking 
office: Island Dreams, Tropical Adventures Travel. Pack- 
ages may vary. 7 nights accommodations, 6 days of 2- 
tank diving, 2 night dives, full meal plan, airport trans- 
fers, $1,412 per person, dbl. occ. 


74 * RODALE’S SCUBA 


MARLIN BAY RESORT 

(011) 679-304042 « Dives the Fiji Islands and Bega 
Lagoon. Offers more than 100 dive sites within 20 min- 
utes of the resort. Booking office: Marlin Bay Tours, 
(800) 542-3454. Best package: 7-night, 6-day diving 
package, $3,199 per couple. 

MATAGI ISLAND RESORT 

(800) 362-8244, (714) 379-8860 « e-mail: 
matagi@netilus.com ¢ Dives Matagi Island area. Offers 
a private, family-owned island with 2 dive boats. Booking 
offices: International Diving Expeditions, Poseidon Ven- 
ture Tours, Tropical Adventures Travel. 

MOODY’S NAMENA 

(011) 679-813764 Dives the Namena barrier reef, 
Grand Canyon, the Pillars, Cascades, Four Sisters and 
Manta Mount. Only land-based resort within minutes of 
the Namena barrier reef. Booking offices: Adventure 
Express; Aqua Fauna Safaris, (800) 348-3436; Dive Dis- 
covery; Tropical Adventures Travel; Tropical Inspirations, 
(800) 976-5732; WaterWays Travel. Best package: Twin 
share diver package, accommodations, meals, activities, 
$234 per person. 

NAMALE RESORT 

(011) 679-850435 ¢ Dives the Savusavu barrier reef. 
Offers high-quality services. Booking office: Tropical 
Adventures Travel. 

NUKUBALAVU ADVENTURE RESORT 

AND DIVE CENTRE 

(011) 679-314554 « e-mail: nukubalavu@is.com.fj ¢ 
Dives the Great Astrolabe Reef. Offers eco-tour 
trekking. Booking offices: Adventure Express; Astral 
Travel, (800) 707-3454; Great Destinations. 7-night 
packages: deluxe bure, 10 dives, meals, transfers, 
$FJ949 per person; standard bure, 10 dives, meals, 
transfers, $FJ795 per person. 

OCEAN PACIFIC CLUB OF FIJI 

(011) 679-304864 « Dives Bega Lagoon and Suva reef. 
Dive boats do not anchor on the reef. Best package: 2- 
tank dive and lunch, $95 per person. 

QAMEA BEACH CLUB 

(800) 392-8213, (011) 679-880220 « Dives sites 
between Taveuni and Qamea in northeastern Fiji. Easily 
accessible dive sites. Booking offices: Adventure 
Express; Sea Fiji Travel, Tropical Adventures Travel. Pack- 
ages vary. Call for rates. 

RAINBOW REEF DIVERS 

(011) 679-880286 « Dives Somo Somo Straits. Close 
to dive sites, emphasis on service. Booking office: 
Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 nights, 3 
meals daily, 10 dives, $899 per person sgl. occ., 
$799 per person, dbl. occ. 

SHERATON VOMO ISLAND RESORT 

(011) 679-668122 « Dives outside the Vomo Island 
waters. Offers private diving lessons to small groups 
or individuals. Booking office: Dive Connections, 
(011) 679-450541. 

SUBSURFACE FIJI 

(011) 679-666738 ¢ Dives Mamanuca Island group, 
southern Yasawa Islands, Beachcomber Island Marine 
Park and various wrecks. Offers nitrox and personalized 
services. Booking office: Unirep. 

VATULELE ISLAND RESORT 

(011) 679-520300 « e-mail: Vatulele@itr-aps.com ¢ 
internet: http://www.vatulele.com ¢ Dives Vatulele 
Island, including lagoon and surrounding reefs. 5- 
star dedicated dive resort with resident instructors. 
Best packages: Accommodations, $FJ1,276 per 
couple per day. Diving, $FJ132 per person for 2- 
tank dive. 

WAIDROKA BAY RESORT 

(011) 679-944944 e Dives the Pond, Fishbow! and 
Frigate Passage. A small resort located in a rain for- 
est and just minutes from the beach. Booking 
office: Travel Host Agency, (800) 768-7223. Best 
package: 6 days, 10 dives, meals, accommoda- 
tions, $500 per person, dbl. occ. 

YASAWA ISLAND LODGE 

(011) 679-663364 « Dives the 12-mile-iong coast of 
Yasawa Island. Offers many unexplored dive sites. Diving 
package includes accommodations, meals and tariffs. 
Call for details. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


BEQA PRINCESS, MATAGI PRINCESS Ii, NAIA CRUIS- 
ES, SERE-NI-WAI 


DIVING 


FLORIDA 


Ithough retirees have laid claim 
to huge portions of the Sunshine 
State, its waters still belong to 
divers. From the crystal-clear freshwater 
of the state’s inland springs to the fish- 
filled waters that cover the only coral reef 
tract in the continental United States, 
divers find plenty to call their own. 

Off Panama City and Pensacola in 
the state’s Panhandle, you’ll find the 
results of one of the most active artificial 
reef programs in the country. In north- 
central Florida, the springs offer boat-free 
diving year-round. The Gold Coast in the 
southeast is home to limestone ledges and 
world-class wrecks. And the Keys contin- 
ue to reign as the most accessible, most 
visited dive destination in the world. 





Florida Keys 
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p> WEATHER: Mild year-round in the south, 
more temperate in the north. Summers 
are hot and humid across the state. 

p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Upper 70Fs to 
low 80Fs in summer; winter temps vary 
by location, from lower 70Fs in the Keys 
to mid-50Fs in the north. Springs are a 
constant 72F year-round. 

> VISIBILITY: Springs can be 200 feet-plus; 
ocean waters vary by season and location. 
Vis in the Keys averages 50 to 80 feet, but 
can reach triple digits on calm days. 

> THREE GREAT DIVES: Manatees and 
divers converge on Crystal River for 
winter meetings every year. Baitfish and 
barracudas hang out on Broward Coun- 
ty’s wreck of the 198-foot freighter 
Mercedes I. The largest schools of fish 
in the Keys gather at Molasses Reef, 
possibly the most popular dive site in 
the world. 








FLORIDA 


Mercedes I 


FLORIDA DIVE OPERATORS 


A KEY WEST REEF TRIP / REEF CHIEF 

KEY WEST « (305) 292-1345 « Dives Key West reefs. 
Sail to the reef on a 65-foot sailing schooner. Small groups, 
uncrowded dive sites, snorkeling. Available for private char- 
ters. Best package: 2 people, 2 nights, 1 dive, $275. 
ADMIRAL DIVE CENTER 

KEY LARGO e (800) 346-3483, (305) 451-1114 e 
Dives Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary. Offers small 
groups and rental dive boats. Best package: Accommo- 
dations in cottage by the sea, diving, $370 per week, per 
person, triple occ. 

AMERICAN DIVING HEADQUARTERS 

KEY LARGO e (800) 634-8464, (305) 451-0037 « e- 
mail: amdiving@aol.com ¢ Dives Pennekamp State Park 
and Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary. Oldest dive 
store on Key Largo, guarantees dive trips. Best package: 
Buy 4 dives, including tanks and weights, for $45 each, 
and get a 5th dive for free. 

AMY SLATE’S AMORAY DIVE RESORT 

KEY LARGO « (800) 426-6729, (305) 451-3595 e 
Dives Upper Keys, Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary, 
Pennekamp State Park, Conch Wall and various wrecks. 
Offers a family-run resort with custom 45-foot dive cata- 
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maran and waterfront rooms and villas. Underwater wed- 
dings. Best package: 5 nights/4 days, 5 reef trips to 2 
locations, acccommodations, tanks and weights, 
$331.10 (April 24-Sept. 5); $294.65 (Sept. 6-Dec. 20). 
BUD N’ MARY’S DIVE CENTER 

ISLAMORADA « (800) 344-7352, (305) 664-2211 e 
Dives Alligator, Crocker and Davis Reefs and more. 
Offers professional and friendly dive services. Dive pack- 
ages vary, starting from $75 per person, dbl. occ. 
CARIBBEAN WATERSPORTS DIVE CENTER 
ISLAMORADA « (800) 327-2888, (305) 664-9547 e 
Dives offshore Islamorada, including Alligator Reef, Eagle 
Wreck, and Crocker and Davis Reefs. Brand new dive 
shop, new 42-foot catamaran, new 32-foot rigid inflat- 
able, new gear. Offers specialty dives. Located at Cheeca 
Lodge. Best package: 3 days of diving, includes tanks 
and weights, $153; additional trips $51. 

C.J.’S DIVE CENTER 

MARATHON « (800) 210-9433, (305) 289-9433 « 
Dives Sombrero Reef, Delta Shoals, Hermans Hole, 
Samanthas, The Gap, Barge wreck, Sombrero Gardens, 
The Boom Ledge. Full-service dive shop, instruction, 
group rates available, full rentals. Best package: Queen 
room, 2-tank dive including tanks and weights, from 
$59.95 per person, dbl. occ. 

CAPTAIN SLATE’S ATLANTIS DIVE CENTER 

KEY LARGO e¢ (800) 331-3483, (305) 451-3020 
Dives Pennekamp State Park, Key Largo National Marine 
Sanctuary, Elbow Reef, Molasses Reef, Carysfort Reef, 
Christ of the Abyss and Duane. Offers professional and 
friendly diving services. Booking office: WaterHouse 
Photo Tours. Dive packages vary. 

CAPTAIN’S CORNER 

KEY WEST « (305) 296-8865/8918 « Dives wrecks and 
reefs west of Key West. PADI 5-star facilty offering PADI 
courses with multilingual instructors. Dive boat Sea Eagle 
was featured in the James Bond film, License To Kill. Best 
packages: 2 nights/3 days, 1 day of diving with 2 tanks, 
tanks and weights included, $99 per person; 6 nights/7 
days with 5 dive days, tanks and weights included, $385 
per person (taxes and gratuities not included in packages). 
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CONCH REPUBLIC DIVERS 

TAVERNIER ¢ (800) 274-DIVE, (305) 852-1655 ¢ e-mail: 
ckandtom@fla.net ¢ Dives the southern edge of Pen- 
nekamp State Park to Alligator Reef, including reef, wreck 
and drift dives. Srnall shop with a big boat and an experi- 
enced crew, 20 years of local experience offering personal- 
ized trips, wide variety of sites. Best package: 3 nights in 
efficiency cottages on Florida Bay, three 2-tank dives, tanks 
and weights included, $220 per person, dbl. occ., plus tax. 
THE DIVING SITE 

MARATHON « (800) 634-3935, (305) 289-1021 e« 
Close to dive sites, large boat, experienced crew, 21 
years in business. Dives 17-mile stretch of reef between 
Duck Key and Sombrero Reef. Best package: $111 for 2 
people includes room and 2-tank dive. 

DIXIE DIVERS OF KEY LARGO 

KEY LARGO ¢ (800) 352-3483, (305) 453-9588 « e- 
mail: dixiediv@ix.netcom.com e¢ internet: 
http://www.padi.com/dixiedivers.htm ¢ Dives Pen- 
nekamp State Park and surrounding areas—Molasses 
Reef, Christ of the Abyss, French Reef and wrecks, 
including the Bibb and the Duane. Wide variety of depar- 
ture areas. 5-day, 4-night packages, from $274. 
FLORIDA KEYS DIVE CENTER 

TAVERNIER ¢ (800) 433-8946, (305) 852-4599 « e- 
mail: scuba@floridakeysdivectr.com ¢ internet: 
http:/ /www.floridakeysdivectr.com/scuba © Dives Pen- 
nekamp State Park, Duane, Bibb and Eagle, Conch Wall, 
Conch Reef, Davis Reef, Crocker Valley, Pickles Reef. 
PADI 5-star IDC facility. Family-oriented operation. Best 
packages: From Sept. 6-Dec. 20: 2 days/3 nights, 4 
dives, $234 per person, dbl. occ.; 4 days/5 nights, 8 
dives, $420 per person, dbl. occ. Packages include conti- 
nental breakfast. 

FLORIDAZE DIVE CENTER 

TAVERNIER ¢ (800) 437-DIVE, (305) 852-1432 « inter- 
net: http: //Florida-keys.fl.us/floridaz.htm © Dives shal- 
low reefs, Eagle, Conch Wall and the Aquarius Underwa- 
ter Habitat. Small groups (6 divers max.), PADI 5-star 
training facility, drift and night diving, and lobster dives in 
season. Best package: includes tanks and weights, day 


“7, Dive Key Largo, Florida 


$265 pp/do, three nights, five 2-tank dives. 


Includes tanks and weights. 
No holiday weekends. 


Kelly’s on the Bay 
& Aqua Nuts Divers 


“AVERY SPECIAL PLACE” 


Let us pamper you ... we carry your tanks. 
We are one of the very few dedicated dive resorts in the Florida Keys. 


b> 26 very comfortable, private rooms 
> Brand new, state-of-the-art, 42 foot dive boat 


> Personalized diving including underwater weddings, 
night dives, and wreck dives. 


bm PADI, NAUI instruction, open water referrals, 


Nitrox instruction. 


b We book fishing trips, Everglades tours, and dolphin swims. 
b> Free kayaking and snorkel gear 


& Fabulous sunsets 





Fax (305)451-4623 
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dives to 2 locations or a night dive to 1 location, efficien- 
cy accommodations, $72.50 per person, dbl. occ. 

FUN YET CHARTERS 

LITTLE TORCH KEY « (800) 413-2048, (305) 872-3407 
e Dives Lower Key, including Looe Key and the Content 
Keys. All trips are custom charters, 6 passengers max. 
Fishing and diving combinations are available. Best pack- 
age: Charters are $250, half-day; $350, full day. 
HALL’S DIVING CENTER & NAUI CAREER 
INSTITUTE 


MARATHON « (800) 331-4255, (305) 743-5929 


Dives Sombrero Reef, Delta Shoals, Looe Key, Thunder- 
bolt wreck, Barge wreck. Dives more than 40 miles of 
reef. Located on resort property. Best package: $67 per 
person includes accommodations and diving. 3-, 5- and 
7-night packages available. 

HMS MINNOW CHARTERS, INC. 

KEY LARGO e (800) 366-9301, (305) 451-7834 « e- 
mail: jburcham@msn.com- e_ internet: 
http: //www.3routes.com/scuba/na/usa/fl/08/0320. 
html e¢ Dives John Pennekamp State Park, the Bibb and 
Duane. Uncrowded, personalized dive and snorkel trips, 6 
passengers max. Single trip price, $50; 3 or more trips, $45 
each; tanks and weights included. Tax not included in price. 
IT’S A DIVE WATERSPORTS 

KEY LARGO e (800) 809-9881, (305) 453-9881 « e- 
mail: itsadive@aol.com e Dives Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary and Pennekamp State Park, Molasses 
Reef and north to The Elbow. Other watersports, fresh 
fruit, sodas and ice water free on all dives, gear handling 
and storage. Located at Marriott Key Largo Bay Beach 
Resort. Best package: 2-tank daily dive trip, accommoda- 
tions and free casino passes, $87.50 per person, per 
night, dbl. occ. 

JULES’ UNDERSEA LODGE 

KEY LARGO « (305) 451-8353 «¢ internet: 
http://www.jul.com ¢ The hotel is located in a natural 
mangrove lagoon at a depth of 30 feet. The world’s only 
underwater hotel. Guests scuba dive to their rooms and 
can earn an underwater habitat/aquanaut specialty. Lux- 
ury Aquanaut package, $295 per person, per night. Other 
packages begin at $195 per person, per night. Discount- 
ed rates for groups of 4 to 6 divers. 

KELLY’S ON THE BAY /AQUA-NUT DIVERS 

KEY LARGO « (800) 226-0415, (305) 451-1622 « e- 
mail: Kellys@florida-keys.fl.us ¢ internet: http://Florida- 
keys.fl.us « Dives the Florida Keys National Marine Sanc- 
tuary, Carysfort Reef, Eloow Reef, French Reef, Molasses 
Reef, Pickles Reef, Conch Reef, Benwood, USCG Duane 
and the Aquarius Habitat. Emphasis on customer service, 
gear handling and personal service. Booking office: Ana 
Maria Avila Island Travel, (305) 361-9111. Best package: 


3 nights, two 5+trip dive packages, $265 per person, dbl. 
Occ. 

KEY WEST DIVER 

KEY WEST « (800) 87 DIVER, (305) 294-7177 ¢ e-mail: 
76265.65@compuserve.com « Dives various wrecks, 
including Cayman Salvager, Joe’s Tug and All Alone. Dive 
computers on all wreck dives, 12 divers max., focus on 
safety. 3-day diving package: 6 dives including tanks and 
weights, 2 nights lodging, $219 per person, dbl. occ. 
KEY WEST PRO DIVE SHOP 

KEY WEST « (800) 426-0707, (305) 296-3823 ¢ Dives 
both shallow and deep sites at 100-plus reef locations 
and numerous wrecks near Key West. 24 years experi- 
ence. Offers a wide variety of equipment, complete rental 
and repair facilities, certified pure air, charters and all 
levels of dive training. Dive packages vary, with custom 
packages available. 

LADY CYANA DIVERS, INC. 

ISLAMADORA « (800) 221-8717, (305) 664-8717 e e- 
mail: ladycyana@aol.com « Dives the Florida Keys, from 
Molasses Reef south to Alligator Reef (20 miles), wreck 
and reef diving every day. Offers complete in-house 
photo/video facility, PADI 5-star facility, deep reef and 
wreck diving, shallow diving for beginners, friendly crews, 
custom dive boats, free weekend barbecues, boats and 
store at same location, and snorkeling. Best package: 
Accommodations, dive trip to 2 locations, tanks, air, 
weights, $76 per person, per day. 

LOOE KEY DIVE CENTER 

RAMROD KEY « (800) 942-5397, (305) 872-2215 « e- 
mail: looekeydiv@aol.com ¢ Dives Looe Key National 
Marine Sanctuary. Offers a dive shop, motel, pool and 
tiki bar. Best package: 2-tank dive, tanks and weights, 
accommodations, tax and welcome rum punch, $73.67 
per person, dbl. occ. 

LOOKER DIVING CENTER 

KEY WEST °¢ (800) 245-2249, (305) 294-2249 « e- 
mail: looker@hbp.com « internet: http://www.scuba- 
world.com/looker ¢ Dives the Florida Keys, Key West, Mar- 
quesas and Tortugas. Offers small groups, custom services, 
remote sites. Best package: Accommodations, dives, tanks 
and weights, $89 per night, per person, dbl. occ. 
LOOKOUT LODGE 

ISLAMORADA « (800) 870-1772, (305) 852-9915 e 
Between Alligator and Conch Reefs. Dive boat on premises, 
12 passengers max. Best package: 2-tank dive, includes 
tanks and weights, $40 (weekdays), $45 (weekends). 
MARATHON DIVERS 

MARATHON e (800) 724-5798, (305) 289-1141 e 
Dives Yellow Rocks, Sharks Ledge, Hermans Hole, Lob- 
ster Ledge. 16 years same owner. Booking office: 
Marathon Chamber of Commerce, (305) 743-5417. 


WORLD'S #1 DAY DIVE BORT OPERATION! 


Rodale’s Reader Choice Award Feb. 96 Issue 
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OCEAN DIVERS INC. 

KEY LARGO e (800) 451-1113, (305) 451-1113 e« 
Dives Florida Keys and Key Largo National Marine Sanc- 
tuaries. Personal service, dive shop adjacent to hotel, 
gear handling. 

OCEAN QUEST DIVE CENTER 

ISLAMORADA « (800) 356-8798, (305) 852-8770 « e- 
mail: oqdc33036@aol.com « internet: http://florida- 
keys.fl.us ¢ Dives the Eagle, Davis and Conch Reefs, NOAA 
Habitat. Caters to small groups, experienced divers, located 
on 50-acre resort. Best package: $76.50 per person, per 
day includes hotel, 2-tank dive, tanks and weights. 
OUTCAST CHARTERS & FLORIDA KEYS HOUSE 
SUMMERLAND KEY « (305) 872-4680 « Dives Looe 
Key National Marine Sanctuary. Offers dockside lodging. 
Custom-tailored dive or snorkel trips. Best package: 3 
days/2 nights at Florida Keys House, continental break- 
fast, 4 boat dives, optional night dive, tanks and weights, 
$179 per person, quad. occ.; $265 per person, dbl. occ. 
PARADISE DIVERS 

BIG PINE KEY ¢ (305) 872-1114 e Dives the Lower 
Keys, from Marathon to Key West. Offers deep air 
through tech deep air courses, nitrox instruction, wreck 
training courses, scooter diving. Training packages from 
$99.95. Call for course list. 

PLEASURE DIVERS 

KEY LARGO « (305) 453-9099 « Dives Pennekamp 
Park, Marine Sanctuary, Coast Guard cutters Duane and 
Bibb, offers live-aboard trips to Bahamas. Large 40-foot 
boat, 6 passengers max., family-owned and operated. 
QUIESCENCE DIVING SERVICES INC. 

KEY LARGO e (305) 451-2440 e Dives Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary and Pennekamp State Park. 
19 years experience. Offers full-service diving facilities, 
6-passenger charter operation, all levels of scuba 
instruction courses available, taught on an individual 
basis. Dive packages vary. 

THE REEF SHOP 

ISLAMORADA « (800) 741-4385, (305) 664-4385 e« 
Dives Arno’s Reef. Small groups, spearfishing. 

SEA DWELLERS DIVE CENTER 

KEY LARGO e (800) 451-3640, (305) 451-3641 « 
Dives Key Largo and Florida Keys National Marine Sanc- 
tuary. Offers custom diving vessel, professional staff and 
small groups. Best package: Accommodations, 2 loca 
tion dives with tanks and weights, from $67.50 per per- 
son, dbl. occ. 

SHARKY’S DIVE CENTER 

KEY LARGO e (800) 935-DIVE, (305) 453-3711 « e- 
mail: MrKeyLargo@aol.com « Dives Key Largo National 
Marine Sanctuary, Key Largo to Islamorada. Offers high- 
speed catamaran boats for all activities. Dive packages 
available with Holiday Inn, Port Largo Resort, Marriott, 
Sheraton and others. Call for details. 

SILENT WORLD DIVE CENTER 

KEY LARGO e« (800) 966-3483, (305) 451-3252 « e- 
mail: 76065.3171@compuserve.com °¢ internet: 
http: //www.pennekamp.com/sw/ ® Dives Pennekamp 
State Park and Key Largo National Marine Sanctuary. 
Offers less crowded boats. Best package: 5 days/4 
nights, five 2-tank boat trips, tanks and weights, accom 
modations. Call for price. 

SOUTHPOINT DIVERS 

KEY WEST « (800) 824-6811, (800) 891-DIVE, (305) 
292-9778 © e-mail: southpoint@aol.com ¢ Dives Joe’s 
Tug, Cayman Salvager, Western Dry Rocks, Eastern Dry 
Rocks, Ball and Chain, Eye of the Needle, and other reef 
sites. Offers jet dive boats and crew members are all dive 
instructors. This is a PADI 5-star IDC facility. Booking office: 
Scuba One Tours, (800) 352-8081. Best package: 3 nights, 
2 days diving, tanks and weights, accommodations, 
$181.25 per person, dbl. occ. (summer); $232.25 (winter). 
STEPHEN FRINK PHOTOGRAPHIC INC. 

KEY LARGO e (305) 451-3737 ¢ Dives Key Largo 
National Marine Sanctuary and wrecks, including the 
Bibb and Duane, and offers international photo tours.. 
Offers underwater photo specialty, E-6 processing, cam-~ 
era and video rentals and Cibachrome custom enlarge- 
ments. Booking office: WaterHouse Photo Tours. 
SUBTROPIC KEY WEST 

KEY WEST « (800) 759-DIVE, (305) 296-9914 e Dives 
reefs and wrecks around Key West. Retail sales, resort, 
classroom instruction, rentals, marina, all in one location. 
TAVERNIER DIVE CENTER 

TAVERNIER ¢ (800) 787-9797, (305) 852-4007 « Dives 
Pennekamp State Park, Molasses Reef, French Reef, Conch 











Reef, Crocker Reef, Duane, Eagle and Pickles Reef. Profes- 
sional service, nonsmoking dive boats. Dive packages with 
accommodations vary, starting from $69 per person, dbl. occ. 
TILDEN’S DIVE SHOP 

MARATHON « (800) 223-4563, (305) 743-5422 « Dives 
Sombrero Reef, Delta Shoals, Thunderbolt wreck, Coffins 
Patch. Voted favorite dive shop in Marathon last 6 years 
by local newspaper and radio. Instruction, rentals. Best 
package: $59.95 per person, dbl. occ. includes 2-tank 
dive, tanks and weights, accommodations. 

TRIDENT DIVERS 

KEY LARGO e (305) 451-6431 ¢ Dives Molasses, 
French Reefs, Duane and Bibb, Davis Reef, Conch Reef, 
NOAA Habitat. Caters to small groups, 6 passengers 
max., fast boat, maximum time in water. Best package: 
2-tank dive, $55 per person, includes tanks and weights. 
UNDERSEAS INC. 

BIG PINE KEY « (800) 446-5663, (305) 872-2700 « 
Dives Looe Key National Marine Sanctuary. PADI 5-star 
facility. Offers 3-day certification course, 1-day resort 
course and morning and afternoon dive and snorkel trips. 
27 years experience in the Keys, personal service, nitrox 
courses and fills. Best package: $66 per person, per day 
includes lodging, dive trip, including tanks and weights, 
continental breakfast. 

UPPER KEYS DIVE AND SPORTS CENTER 
TAVERNIER « (800) 537-3253, (305) 853-0526 « Dives 
Conch, Crocker, Davis Reefs, Duane and Eagle. Motel 
and dive operation in one location. Best package: $73.50 
per person includes room, 2 tank dive, tanks and weights. 


Florida Springs 

AMERICAN PRO DIVING CENTER 

CRYSTAL RIVER « (800) 291-DIVE, (352) 563-0041 « 
Dives freshwater springs of north-central Florida. PADI 5- 
star facility. Offers guided tours, full-service dive center, 
manatee snorkel and dive tours November through April. 
One-and-a-half-day diving/snorkel packages, from $77.50. 
BLUE GROTTO DIVE RESORT 

WILLISTON © (352) 528-5770 e¢ Located at Blue Grotto 
Springs. 200-foot visibility, 72F water temps, 100-foot depth, 
onsite rentals and air. Best package: $24 per diver, per day. 
BRANFORD DIVE CENTER 

BRANFORD « (904) 935-1141 « Dives north Florida’s 
springs. Offers a central location for access to area 
springs. Dive packages vary, starting from $29.50 per 
person, per night. 

GINNIE SPRINGS RESORT 

HIGH SPRINGS e (800) 874-8571, (904) 454-2202 « 
Dives Ginnie Springs. Offers diving instruction plus 300- 
foot visibility. Booking office: Planet Travel, (904) 472- 
6644. Best package: 2 days diving, 2 nights of camping, 
6 air fills, and a half-day canoe rental, $69.95. 

HAL WATTS’ FORTY FATHOM GROTTO 

OCALA « (352) 368-7974 e¢ Internet: 
http://www.travelbase.com/activities/scuba « 
Dives Hal Watts’ Forty Fathom Grotto. 240-foot-deep site 
with thousands of fossil sand dollars and sea biscuits and 
various wrecks. Extended-range instruction, including 
rebreathers, dry suits and full face masks. Guided tours. 
Dive packages vary. 

JIM HOLLIS’ RIVER RENDEZVOUS 

MAYO ¢ (800) 533-5276, (904) 294-2510 « Dives Troy 
Springs, Peacock Springs, Little River, Sante Fe River, 
Cow Springs and Suwannee River. Offers complete resort 
facilities with camping, motel rooms, hot tubs, sauna, 
steam room, restaurant and lounge, and charters daily 
trips to Troy Springs. 

PARADISE SPRINGS 

OCALA e (352) 368-5746 e¢ Dives Paradise Springs. 
Uncrowded dive site, 74F year-round temperature, 200- 
foot visibility. Best package: $24 per diver, per day. 
PLANTATION INN, GOLF RESORT & MARINA 
CRYSTAL RIVER ¢ (800) 632-6262, (904) 795-4211 « 
Dives Crystal River. 20 years experience. Located 400 
yards from main dive site. Offers complete equipment 
rental, instruction and guide services. 

STEAMBOAT DIVE INN 

BRANFORD « (904) 935-2283 « Dives Troy Spring, Pea 
cock Springs, Little River Springs and Ginnie Springs. Offers 
on-site motel, and cavern, cave and nitrox instruction. Best 
package: 5 nights, 2 dives at Troy Spring, $199.95. 


Southeast Florida 
ADVENTURE SCUBA 
JUPITER-TEQUESTA ¢ (800) 221-5420, (407) 746- 


1555 « Dives more than 25 locations, including Jupiter reefs. 
Fulkservice dive shop. Best package: 2-tank dive, tanks and 
weights, 1. night accommodation, $65 per person, dbl. occ. 
ANCHOR SCUBA 

FORT LAUDERDALE e (305) 763-DIVE ¢ Dives Boca to 
Hollywood. Offers dive guides at no extra cost and tech- 
nical diving courses. 

THE AQUA SHOP 

NORTH PALM BEACH « (800) 331-3772, (407) 848- 
9042 « Dives various sites in the Palm Beach area. 
Offers personalized and professional diving services. 
Boat docked at shop. 

BISCAYNE NATIONAL UNDERWATER PARK 
HOMESTEAD « (305) 230-1100 « Dives Biscayne 
National Park. Only operator permitted to dive the park. 
Best package: 2 days diving, 1 night lodging, tanks and 
weights, $109.95 per person, dbl. occ.; $144.95 per 
person, sgl. occ. 

CORAL ISLAND CHARTERS 

JUPITER © (800) 972-3483, (407) 745-9286 ¢ e-mail: 
102640.514@compuserve.com Dives Palm Beach and 
Key Largo. “Tuxedo-level” service, knowledgeable staff, 
amenities on boat. 2 locations. Best package: 4 days, 3 
nights, 2 days of diving, $205 per person, dbl. occ. 
DIVERS UNLIMITED 

HOLLYWOOD « (954) 981-0156 ¢ e-mail: 
dvrsunitd@aol.com ¢ Dives wrecks and reefs of Fort 
Lauderdale and Hollywood. PADI #1 training facility award 
recipient. Freshwater shower on boat. Best package: 2- 
tank dive trip, $35. 

THE DIVING LOCKER 

NORTH MIAMI BEACH « (305) 947-6025, (305) 956- 
9299 « Dives Tenneco Towers, C-1, tanks, Deep Freeze, 
and all the wrecks and reefs of southern Broward and 
Dade counties. Offers small groups, 10-minute boat 
rides to most dive sites, experienced and friendly staff, 
instruction. 3-day certification (PADI or PDIC), $250. Dive 
packages vary: multiday packages with full rental, $65. 
DIXIE DIVERS OF DEERFIELD BEACH 

DEERFIELD BEACH e (800) 456-2088, (305) 420-0009 
e e-mail: dixiediv@ix.netcom.com e internet: 
http://www.padi.com/dixiedivers.htm * Dives Deer- 
field Beach and Fort Lauderdale. Offers complete profes- 
sional diving services, including equipment sales and 
service, and daily charters. Best package: 5 days/4 
nights, tanks and weights, from $269. 

DIXIE DIVERS OF FORT PIERCE 

FORT PIERCE ¢ (407) 461-4488 « e-mail: 
dixiediv@ix.netcom.com e internet: 
http: //www.padi.com/dixiedivers.htm ¢ Dives histori- 
cal 1717 treasure ships, drift diving and a variety of arti- 
ficial reefs. Offers full-service diving facilities. Daily char- 
ter starts at $37; multiple days at reduced prices. 
DIXIE DIVERS OF LAKELAND 

LAKELAND « (941) 648-4333 ¢ e-mail: dixiediv@ix.net- 
com.com e internet: http: //www.padi.com/dix- 
iedivers.htm ¢ Dives Fort Lauderdale to Dry Tortugas. 
Spearfishing trips to the Marquesas and the Dry Tortu- 
gas. Spearfishing dive package: 2 nights/3 days, tanks, 
air and meals, from $450. 

DIXIE DIVERS OF PALM BAY 

PALM BAY e (407) 723-8888 ¢ e-mail: dixiediv@ix.net- 
com.com e internet: http://www.padi.com/dix- 
iedivers.htm ¢ Dives West Paim Beach and Fort Laud- 
erdale. Offers a wide range of services and 
conveniences. Best package: 5 days/4 nights, tanks and 
weights, from $289. Call for personalized packages. 
DIXIE DIVERS OF PORT SAINT LUCIE 

PORT SAINT LUCIE ¢ (407) 398-0788 © e-mail: 
dixiediv@ix.netcom.com e-— internet: 
http: //www.padi.com/dixiedivers.htm e Dives 
West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale and Key Largo. 
Offers a wide variety of professional and personalized 
diving and charter services. Best package: 5 days/4 
nights, 10 dives including tanks and weights, accom- 
modations, $359 per person. 

DIXIE DIVERS OF STUART 

STUART ¢ (407) 283-5588 ¢ e-mail: dixiediv@ix.net- 
com.com « internet: http://www.padi.com/dix- 
iedivers.htm ® Dives from West Palm to the Florida Keys. 
Specializes in underwater video, offering classes, consul- 
tations and production. Best package: 5 days/4 nights, 
10 boat dives, $299 per person, dbl. occ. 

DIXIE DIVERS OF VERO BEACH 

VERO BEACH e (407) 770-1188 « e-mail: dix- 
iediv@ix.netcom.com ° internet: 


http: //www.padi.com/dixiedivers.htm ¢ Dives the 
reefs and wrecks of West Palm Beach. Official dive ser- 
vice for the Disney Resort. Emphasis on customer ser- 
vice. Dive packages vary; call for details. 

DIXIE DIVERS OF WEST PALM BEACH 

WEST PALM BEACH « (800) 456-3188, (407) 969- 
6688 « e-mail: dixiediv@ix.netcom.com « internet: 
http://www.padi.com/dixiedivers.htm ¢ Dives wrecks, 
including the Princess Anne and Mizpah, drift diving on reefs. 
Gear handling. Best package: 4 days/3 nights, 6 dives, $188. 
ENDLESS SUMMER CHARTERS 

LAKE PARK « (800) 2-GO-DOWN, (407) 881-1595 e 
Dives Palm Beach County and Marathon. 37 years experi- 
ence. Offers 2 locations, personalized diving services 
and a commitment to fun and safe diving. Dive packages 
are custom-tailored. 

FATHOMS O’ FUN 

POMPANO BEACH e (800) 226-7303, (954) 942-7333 
¢ e-mail: fathomsfun@aol.com « internet: http://mem- 
bers.aol.com/fathomsfun e Dives from Boca Raton to Fort 
Lauderdale. Offers shark dives and quick rides to dive sites. 
LIGHTHOUSE DIVE CENTER 

POMPANO BEACH e (954) 782-1100 « e-mail: 
xprqiia@prodigy.com ¢ internet: http://mem- 
bers.aol.com/fathomsfun e¢ Dives from Boca Inlet to 
Port Everglades, reef systems and various wrecks. PADI 5- 
star training facility, custom charter dive vessels, nitrox fills 
and instruction, shark dives, technical dives and instruction, 
underwater videos and personal service. Best package: 2- 
tank dives daily, hotel, tanks and weights, and unlimited 
beach dives, $79 per person, prepaid. 

OMEGA BLUE, INC. 

POMPANO BEACH e (800) 755-3111, (954) 783-3111 
e e-mail: omegablu@gate.net «¢ internet: 
http://www.omegablue.com « Dives Boca Inlet to Port 
Everglades. Custom, 6-passenger boat. Best package: 
Diving and hotel, $74.50 per day, per person, dbl. occ. 
PRO DIVE 

FORT LAUDERDALE « (800) 772-3483, (954) 761- 
3413 © Dives Fort Lauderdale and Broward County. Offers 
60-foot glass-bottom boat, 2 warm-water showers, snack 
bar and head. Best package: 2-night minimum stay, dive, 
tanks and weights, $69 per night, per person, dbl. occ. 
THE SCUBA CLUB, INC. 

WEST PALM BEACH « (800) 835-2466, (407) 844- 
2466 « Dives West Palm Beach area and Jupiter. Offers 
on-premises dive boat, 2 swimming pools, steam room, 
photo darkroom, gear storage and drift dives. Dive pack 
ages vary: 1 dive, $23; suite, $75 per night. 

SUN STAR AQUATICS 

BOCA RATON e (407) 368-9952 « Dives Delray Beach 
to Pompano Beach. 25 years experience. Offers reef, 
drift and wreck dives, fast boats, small groups and nitrox 
fills. Dive packages vary. 


HAWAII 


n this land of perpetual summer, more 

than 100 dive operators have set up 

shop on the four major islands: 
Hawaii, Maui, Oahu and Kauai. They do a 
brisk business whisking divers to the area’s 
signature lava tubes and caverns, ocean 
pinnacles, drop-offs and reefs. 

But it’s the amazing variety of marine 
life that makes this rugged volcanic seascape 
come alive. Because the Hawaiian Islands 
are one of the 
most geo- 
graphically 
isolated spots 
on Earth, a 
stunning 30 
percent of 
marine crea- 
tures are 














endemic, including several species of scor- 
pion and lionfish. Add in the variety of 
diving—from beginner to advanced, 
shore diving to drift—and you under- 
stand why this is one of the most visited 
destinations in the Pacific. 

pm WEATHER: Warm with cooling trade 
winds. September is the hottest month, 
but temperatures vary little year-round, 
averaging 68F to 83F. November to 
March is the rainy season. 

> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Winter and 
spring, mid- to high 70Fs; summer and 
fall, low 80Fs. 

> VISIBILITY: Generally excellent, although 
it varies from island to island. Often 
exceeds 100 feet. 

> THREE GREAT DIVES: The floodlights of 
Hawaii’s Kona Surf Hotel attract schools 
of manta rays for an experience that is one 
part night dive, two parts ballet. The cres- 
cent ridge of Molokini Crater breaks the 
surface to create a bay-like entrance that 
acts as a marine preserve on one side and 
provides a dramatic wall dive on the 
other—when conditions and your skills 
allow. At Oahu’s Twin Caves, a favorite 
advanced dive, two vertical lava tubes 
accompany a stomach-churning wall cov- 
ered with nudibranchs of outrageous hues 
and lineage. 


HAWAH DIVE OPERATORS 


AARON’S DIVE SHOPS 

PEARL CITY, OAHU ¢ (808) 487-5533 ¢ e-mail: 
aarons@aloha.com ¢ Dives Oahu. 25 years experience, 
guides on every dive. 

ALOHA DIVE SHOP 

HONOLULU, OAHU « (800) 395-5922, (808) 395-5922 
e Dives Turtle Canyon, Koko Craters. 25 years experi- 
ence, PADI Outstanding Achievement Award recipient, 





poor... excellent 


and special attention given to students, newly certified 
and “rusty” divers. 

ALOHA TOWER OCEAN CONCEPTS 

HONOLULU, OAHU « (808) 537-DIVE © Dives the west 
coast; in summer, dives the north shore. Offers private 
instruction 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. 

AQUATIC CHARTERS OF MAUI, INC. 

KIHEI, MAUI ¢ (808) 879-0976 ¢ Dives Molokini Island 
Marine Reserve, La Perouse Bay and Maui’s south 
shore. Offers 6-passenger dive boats, private boat char- 
ters and personalized attention. 

ATLANTIS REEF DIVERS 

HONOLULU, OAHU e (800) 554-6267, (808) 973- 
78 -« 


RODALE’S SCUBA 


1295 « Dives Mahi, YO-257, Shark’s Cove, Three Tables 
and Makaha Caverns. Offers opportunities to dive with 
Atlantis submarine; has extensive snorkeling and diving 
facilities. Best package: 2 days diving, night dive, $170. 
BEACH DIVERS HAWAII 

HONOLULU, OAHU « (800) 535-2487, (808) 737-7966 
¢ e-mail: 71644.1573@compuserve.com « internet: 
http://www.aloha.com/~bdh ¢ Dives the west side of 
Oahu only. Jet dive boat, 14 divers max., all instructors 
are naturalist specialty instructors. Booking office: PADI 
Travel Network. Best package: 3 days diving, $521. 

BIG ISLAND DIVERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 488-6068, (808) 329- 
6068 « Dives more than 35 sites along the Kona Coast 
on the Big Island, including lava tubes, arches and pin- 
nacles. Offers pampered service. Best package: 3 days 
or more, $60 per day, including tanks and weights; $70 
with all equipment. 

BILL’S SCUBA SHACK 

KIHEI, MAUI « (800) 950-DIVE, (808) 879-3483 « 
Dives Molokini Crater, South Maui and Wailea. Offers a 
full-service diving facility, including nitrox and specialty 
dive classes by request. 

BODY GLOVE CRUISES 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII « (800) 551-8911, (808) 326- 
7122 ¢ e-mail: bcruises@ilhawaii.net ¢« Dives Pawai Bay, 
and the Kona Coast of the Big Island. Deluxe 
snorkel/dive trimaran. Half-day trips include continental 
breakfast and deli lunch. 

BREEZE HAWAII 

HONOLULU, OAHU « (808) 735-1857 ¢ Dives Oahu, 
Hawaii and Kona. Dives the south side of Oahu. 
BUBBLES BELOW SCUBA CHARTERS 

KAPAA, KAUAI ¢ (808) 822-DIVE ¢ e-mail: 
kaimanu@aloha.net e internet: 
http: //www.aloha.net/~kaimanu/ ® Dives all sides of 
Kauai, Niihau and Lehua Rock. Custom-tailored marine 
biology dives, multilevel profiles and twilight/night 
dives. Best packages: 2-tank boat dive, $85; on 3rd 
through 6th day receive 15 percent discount; 7th char- 
ter is free. 3-tank Niihua, Lehua Rock trips, $200. 
CAPT. NEMO’S OCEAN EMPORIUM 

LAHAINA, MAUI « (800) 367-8088, (808) 661-5555 « e- 
mail: garland@maui.net ¢ Dives Maui, Lanai and Molokini. 
PADI 5-star facility, rental and repair, beach and night diving. 
CAPTAIN COOK DIVERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 525-7234, (808) 329- 
2243 ¢ Dives Honaunau Bay’s Place of Refuge, and 
Carousel, Golden Arches, South Point and Milolii. Offers 
shark cage dives and 42-foot vessel with high-tech fea- 
tures. 2-day shark cage dive package, $890. 

DIVE KAUAI SCUBA CENTER 

KAPAA, KAUAI « (800) 8CU-DIVE, (808) 822-0452 e 
Dives the north and south coasts of Kauai, Tunnels, 
Brenneke’s Ledge, Niihau, Mana Crack, Turtle Bluffs and 
Sheraton Caverns. PADI 5-star IDC facility offers person- 
alized service, soft weights. Best package: 7 days/6 
nights, 7 days of 2-tank boat dives, hotel and car pack- 
age, $1,165 per person. 

DIVE MAKAI CHARTERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (808) 329-2025 « Dives the 
Kona Coast on the Big Island. Offers a “Read the Reef” pro- 
gram that focuses on the life and activities of underwater 
animals and their environment; small guided groups. Book- 
ing office: World Travel, (800) 646-7304. Call for details. 
DIVE MAUI 

LAHAINA, MAUI ¢ (808) 667-2080 © e-mail: 
offshore@maui.net ¢ internet: http://www.maui.net/~off- 
shore/ ¢ Dives Maui, Lanai, Molokai and Molokini. Versatili- 
ty, flexibility, customized itineraries, personal service. Cus- 
tom packages; call for details. 

DIVE & SEA MAUI 

KIHEI, MAUI « (808) 874-1952 « e-mail: 
lynda@maui.net ¢ Dives south Maui, Molokini Islet, 
including the crater, drift dives and shark ledges. Small 
operation, 6-passenger boat, rentals, air, PADI certifica- 
tions, emphasis on customer service. Best packages: 2 
days, 4 dives, $180; 3 days, 6 dives, $255; includes 
gear and lunch. 

DIVE WAIKIKI 

WAIPAHU, OAHU « (800) 808-DIVE, (808) 949-DIVE « 
e-mail: oceanc@aloha.com e_ internet: 
http://www.aloha.com/~oceanc « Dives the west 
coast of Oahu, the Mahi and Makaha Caverns. Trips to 
Maui, Kauai and Hawaii available. Daily charters, intro- 
ductory dives, snorkeling and cruise tours, underwater 


DIVING 


camera and video service. Best package: 1 day on dive 
boat with warm-water showers, sundeck, tanks and 
weights included, $73. 

EAST HAWAII DIVERS 

PAHOA, HAWAII « (808) 965-7840 © Dives the Big 
Island. Offers shore dives, private tours, flexible schedul- 
ing and personalized service. 

ECO-ADVENTURES 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 949-3483, (808) 329- 
7116 ¢ e-mail: ecodive@ilhawaii.net © internet: 
http: //www.travelbase.com/activities /scuba/eco- 
adventures ® Dives 66 sites, including encounters with 
turtles, mantas and dolphins. Offers personal service, 
small groups, marine life briefings, deli lunch, gear han- 
dling, roomy boats, blue water and long-range charters, 
only PADI 5-star IDC facility and ANDI nitrox facility on 
Hawaii. Booking offices: Underwater Sports, PADI Travel 
Network. Best package: 6 nights oceanview room, 6 days 
rental car, daily buffet breakfasts, and 4 days of 2-tank, 
2-location charters that include tanks, air, lunch, guide, 
all taxes, $590 per person, dbl. occ. (restrictions apply). 
ED ROBINSON’S DIVING ADVENTURES 

KIHE!, MAUI ¢ (800) 635-1273, (808) 879-3584 « e- 
mail: robinson@maui.net ° internet: 
http://www.maui.net/~robinson/erda.html ¢ Dives 
more than 20 sites, including Molokini Crater, the south 
coast of Maui and Lanai Island. Offers personalized 
attention and an experienced staff, custom charters, 
small groups, and marine biology briefings before and 
after dives. Best package: 7 nights, accommodations at 
Village by the Sea (1 bdrm. condo on beach), sunset and 
night dive, Lanai Island (2 tanks), southern Maui (2 
tanks), continental breakfast, snacks, beverages, deli 
style lunch, $818.38. 

FATHOM FIVE DIVERS 

KOLOA, KAUAI ¢ (800) 972-3078, (808) 742-6991 « 
Internet: http://www.fathomfive.com ¢ PADI 5-star facil- 
ity, small charters, more than 24 dive sites. South shore 
of Kauai. Best package: 2nd trip, 5% off; 3rd trip, 10% off. 
HAWAII 4 DIVERS 

WAIPAHU, OAHU « (800) 808-DIVE, (808) 677-7975 « 
Dives Oahu, Maui, Kauai and Hawaii. 5-star PADI dive center. 
HAWAIIAN DIVERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 525-PADI, (808) 329- 
5662 ¢ Dives Thunder Reef, Bandit Ledge, Long Lava 
Tube, Hammerhead Point, Place of Refuge, manta night 
dive, deep wrecks and blue water. Offers shark cage div- 
ing, diving bell, high-tech diving, nitrox, tri-mix and 
rebreathers. Best package: 6 days, 3 days diving, 2 
tanks daily, accommodations, $390 per person, dbl. occ. 
HAWAIIAN REEF DIVERS 

LAHAINA, MAUI « (800) 551-6767, (808) 667-7647 « 
Dives Maui, Lanai and Molokini. Family-run business, 15 
years experience on Maui. Best package: 2-tank day dive, 
$95; 2-day package, $176; 3-day package, $250; all 
equipment and snacks included. 

JACK’S DIVING LOCKER 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 345-4807, (808) 329- 
7585 e e-mail: dive@ilhawaii.net ¢ internet: 
http://www.ilhawail.net/~dive « Dives more than 80 
sites, including arches, caverns, pinnacles and canyons 
on the Kona Coast of the Big Island. Emphasis on safety, 
friendly staff, 80 percent repeat business. Booking office: 
Travel Unlimited, (800) 683-1836, ext. 7284, (808) 329- 
0521. Best package: 5 nights accommodations at the 
Royal Kona Resort, 6 dives, car rental, taxes, $621. 
KING KAMEHAMEHA DIVERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII « (800) 525-PADI, (808) 329- 
5662 e Dives the Golden Arches, Sharon’s Place, Plane 
Wreck and Blue Water. Marine biologist on staff. Best 
package: 6 days, accommodations, three 2-tank boat 
dives, $390 per person, dbl. occ. 

KOHALA DIVERS LTD. 

KAWAIHAE, HAWAII ¢ (808) 882-7774 © Dives the 
Kohala Coast on the Big Island. Offers personalized dive 
tours and packages, small groups. 

KONA COAST DIVERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 562-3483, (808) 329- 
8802 © e-mail: divekona@ilhawaii.net © internet: 
http://konacoastdivers.com ® Dives more than 40 
sites along the Kona coast, including lava tubes, walls, 
reefs, arches and pillow lava flows. 2 custom-built dive 
boats, oil-less air compressors, high-tech repair, rentals 
and retail, and air-conditioned classroom with pool on- 
site. Dive packages vary: 3 nights, 2 days, 2-tank boat 
dive, $240 (dbl. occ.); $316 (sgl. occ.). 








CIRCLE NO. 77 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


OFFERING YOU A UNIQUE 


| DIVING ADVENTURE 


and a full range of dive opportunities 


> Manta Ray Night Dives 


> Hotel/Dive Packages 

> Boat & Shore Dives 

m® Shark Cage Open Ocean Dives 
» Uncrowded Charter Trips 

» Hi-Tech Diving Center 

> Certification Classes 


"be le. 
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“Sb— DIVERS 


King Kamehameha Hotel 
75-5660 Palani Road, Suite P-| 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii 96745 


r -800-325-PADI 


808-329-KONA 
808-329-5662 


BOB ABRAHAM 
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~ CIRCLE NO. 76 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


FCOADVENTURES 
1°800°949°3483 


CIRCLE NO. 75 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


EXPLORE THE 
FINEST SHIPWRECKS 


day and multi-claty pachanes to the most 
exciting wrecks and reefs on Oahu.Our 
62’ custom dive vessel, Explorer, is well 
equipped for the serious diver and our 
experienced staff is ready to show every 
diver the time of their life! 


Atlantis Keef Divers features: 
Shipwreck Dives to the “YO257” 
& “The Mahi” « Night Dives 
Shore Dives + Refresher Dives 
Certification Classes & Open Water 
Referral Dives « Introductory Dives 
& Snorkeling Programs for Complete 
Family Enjoyment 


For more information call our toll- 
free number or visit our web site at 


EE DIVERS http://www.AtlantisReefDivers.com 


1-300-554-6267 


CIRCLE NO. 74 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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Red Sea/indian Ocean 


LAHAINA DIVERS INC. 

LAHAINA, MAUI « (800) 998-3483, (808) 667-7496 « 
Dives Maui, Lanai and Molokini. Emphasizes service 
and comfort. 

MAHI DIVERS 

WAIPAHU, OAHU « (800) 808-DIVE, (808) 949-DIVE « 
e-mail: oceanc@aloha.com e_ internet: 
http://www.aloha.com/~oceanc « Dives the west coast 
of Oahu, Mahi and Makaha Caverns. Trips to Maui, Kauai 
and Hawaii available. Daily charters, introductory dives, 
snorkeling and cruise tours, underwater camera and video 
service. Best package: 1 day on dive boat with warm-water 
showers, sundeck, tanks and weights included, $73. 
MAKENA COAST CHARTERS 

KIHE!, MAUI © (800) 833-6483, (808) 874-1273 « e- 
mail: mee@maui.net ¢ Dives Molokini and south shore 
of Maui. 6-passenger dive boat and trips for experienced 
and beginner divers and snorkelers. Best package: half- 
day boat trip with two dives, $95. 

MANTA RAY TOURS OF HAWAII, INC. 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 98-MANTA, (808) 326- 
7056 ¢ Dives the south coast of Kailua-Kona. Offers a 
special manta ray dive, located outside the dive shop at 
the Kona Surf Resort. Dive packages vary. Receive free 
dives when you book accommodations with us. 

MAUI DIVE SHOP 

KIHEI, MAUI ¢ (800) 542-3483, (808) 879-3388 « e- 
mail: Mauidive@maui.net ¢ Dives Maui County. 10 
stores on Maui, 4 boats. 

OCEAN CONCEPTS SCUBA CHARTERS 

WAIPAHU, OAHU ¢ (800) 808-DIVE, (808) 677-7975 ¢ 
e-mail: oceanc@aloha.com e _ internet: 
http: //www.aloha.com/~oceanc ¢ Dives the west coast 
of Oahu, Mahi and Makaha Caverns. Trips to Maui, Kauai 
and Hawaii available. Daily charters, introductory dives, 
snorkeling and cruise tours, underwater camera and video 
service. Best package: 1 day on dive boat with warm-water 
showers, sundeck, tanks and weights included, $73. 
OFFSHORE ADVENTURES 

LAHAINA, MAUI ¢ (808) 661-4363 «¢ e-mail: off- 
shore@maui.net ¢ internet: http://www.maui.net/~off- 
shore/ ¢ Dives Lanai, Molokini and Maui. Offers pack- 
ages other than scuba. Best package: 5 nights, 3 days 
diving, accommodations, $795 per person, dbl. occ. 
PACIFIC DIVE 

KIHEI, MAUI « (800) 876-5334, (808) 874-5332 « e- 
mail: BJ Dives@aol.com ¢ Dives Molokini Crater, Lanai, 
and west and south coasts of Maui. PADI 5-star facility 
offers personalized services. 

PARADISE DIVERS 

HONOLULU, OAHU « (808) 921-3230 ¢ Dives off Waikiki and 
Waianae Coast. Custom dive trips, caters to small groups. 
RAINBOW DIVER Il 

MILILANI, OAHU ¢ (800) 982-6747, (808) 625-7190 e 
e-mail: rainbow@hula.net e internet: 
http://www.3routes.com/scuba/rainbow.html ¢ Dives 
the leeward coast of Oahu, including the Mahi and Maka- 
ha Caverns. Offers a glass-bottom dive boat, small groups 
(10 divers max.) and 18 years experience. Call for details. 
RED SAIL SPORTS HAWAII 

KAMUELA, HAWAII « (800) 255-6425, (808) 885-2876 
e Dives the Kohala Coast on the Big Island. Other water- 
sports available. Packages vary; call for details. 
SANDWICH ISLE DIVERS 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAIi ¢ (808) 329-9188 « Dives the 
Kona coast of Hawaii. Offers dive charters with small 
groups (6 passengers max.), personalized service. Offers 
equipment repairs, rental, retail, diving instruction. Best 
package: 2-tank dives to 2 locations, with equipment, $80. 
SEA PARADISE SCUBA 

KAILUA-KONA, HAWAII ¢ (800) 322-KONA, (808) 322- 
2500 « Dives Red Hill area, Kealakekua Bay, manta ray 
night dive. Southernmost dive operator in U.S. Custom 
packages available, including hotel or condo, diving and 
car rental. Call for details. 

SUNRISE & NITROX DIVERS OF KAUAI 

KAPAA, KAUAI ¢ (800) 695-DIVE, (808) 822-REEF « 
Dives Kauai, north, east and south shores, and Niihau. 
Offers DPVs (diver propulsion vehicles), enriched air, and 
cavern diving specialties, 24-hour air, nitrox and oxygen 
fills, and kayak rentals. Best package: PADI enriched air 
diver specialty certification course, T-shirt, all gear, lunch, 
2-tank boat dive or 1-tank DPV/scooter dive, $298. 
SURF & SEA, INC. 

HALEIWA, OAHU « (800) 899 SURF (outer islands 
only), (808) 637-9887 ¢ Dives the north shore, includ- 
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DIVERS 


ing Shark’s Cove and Three Tables, and the west side, 
including Kahe Point. Caters to small groups, personal 
attention. 5 minutes from dive sites. Call for prices. 


THE DIVE AUTHORITY 
HONOLULU, OAHU e (808) 596-PADI ¢ e-mail: 
oceanc@aloha.com ° internet: 


http://www.aloha.com/~oceanc « Dives Oahu, espe- 
cially the west coast and Waikiki. Retail store with a cen- 
tral location in Honolulu. Booking office: PADI Travel Net- 
work. Best package: Three 2-tank dive package, $194. 
TRINITY TOURS 

LAHAINA, MAUI e (800) 621-8942, (808) 661-8085 « 
Dives Maui’s coast. Offers small groups, beach and night 
dives, and discount prices. Best package: 8 days/7 
nights at bed and breakfast, car rental, three 2-tank boat 
dives, 1 night dive, $699 per person, dbl. occ. 

WAIKIKI DIVING CENTER 

HONOLULU, OAHU e (808) 955-5151 e Dives Turtle 
Canyons, Magic Island, Haleiwa Trench, Kahe Point and 
YO-257. Small groups (6 divers max.) and turtle 
encounter dives. Booking office: Horizon Hawaii, (808) 
923-2396. Best package: 2-tank boat dives daily, $75. 


LIVE-ABOARD 


KONA AGGRESSOR II 


INDIAN OCEAN/ 
RED SEA 


he narrow, nearly landlocked 
Red Sea gets deep very close to 
shore. For reef-dwelling crea- 
tures who want to survive, that means 
crowding near the surface. For divers 
seeking lush, overabundant reefs, that’s 
good news. Most Red Sea dive opera- 
tions are clustered in the north—in the 
Gulf of Aqaba at Eilat, Israel, and on 
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula and Hurghada 
on the west coast of the Red Sea. 

In the Indian Ocean, two island 
groups attract divers: the Seychelles and the 
Maldives. The Seychelles’ claim to fame is 
one-of-a-kind endemic species. The Mal- 
dives, off the southern tip of India, feature 
gorgeous shallow reefs and fast currents. 
b> WEATHER: The Red Sea is surrounded by 
desert; be prepared for baking tempera- 
tures of 100F or more. The Indian Ocean 
is affected by seasonal monsoons. 
p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: The Indian Ocean 
around the Maldives and Seychelles is 
warm year-round. In the Red Sea, temps 
range from the low 7OFs in winter to the 
low 80Fs in summer. 
> VISIBILITY: Excellent in the Red Sea and 
Indian Ocean, though localized plankton 
blooms in the Red Sea can cut vis to 30 
feet in places. 
> THREE GREAT DIVES: On Ras Muhammed 
Wall at the tip of the Sinai Peninsula, 
you'll find a kaleidoscopic array of small 
tropicals as well as jacks, tuna and sharks 
cruising in from the deep. Dive five ship- 
wrecks at a single site: Abu Nahas off 
Hurghada. From July to December, man- 





TRUS T 





tas come to breed at Manta Point in the 
Maldives’ Kaafu Atoll. 


EGYPT DIVE OPERATORS 


SINAI DIVERS 

SHARM EL SHEIKH, SOUTH SINAI e (011) 2062- 
600697 ® Dives the Egyptian Red Sea. 25 years in Sinai, 
only land-based operator in Sharm el Sheikh, 2 live- 
aboards in Sinai and 2 live-aboards in southern Egypt. 
Booking offices: International Diving Expeditions, Reef & 
Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel, See & Sea Travel, 
Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 7 nights in the 
Ghazala Hotel, 5 days diving; call for details. 


ISRAEL DIVE OPERATORS 


AQUA SPORT INTERNATIONAL 

EILAT * (011) 9727-334404 « Dives Eilat and the Sinai, 
from Taba to Sharm el Sheikh. PADI 5-star facility. Only dive 
operation on the beach. 2 other locations at Taba and Nuwei- 
ba, Sinai, Egypt. Package: From $46 per person, per day. 
CORAL SEA DIVERS 

EILAT © (011) 9727-370337 @ Dives Eilat, Sinai and Egypt. 
Offers VIP service. Booking offices: Adventure Express, Inter- 
national Diving Expeditions, Reef & Rainforest Worldwide 
Adventure Travel. Best package: 6 days, 12 dives, $200. 
DOLPHIN REEF DIVE CENTER 

EILAT © (011) 9727-375935 « Dives Eilat, Israel, 
Aqaba, Jordan, Sinai and Egypt. Offers dolphin dives. 6- 
day dive package, 2 dives daily, equipment, transporta- 
tion and guide, $159. 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES DIVE OPERATORS 


CORAL REEF DIVING 

ABU DHABI ¢ (011) 9712-795-034 « Dives the Persian 
Gulf. PADI instruction, gear sales, diving and fishing 
excursions, gear rental free with dive trip. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


East Africa 
KISIWANI 


Maldives 
M/V KEEMA, KOI MALA, MANTHIRI, SYLVESTRE 


Red Sea 
FORTUNA I, FORTUNA II, FORTUNE 1, GHAZALA 
ADVENTURER, GHAZALA EXPLORER, GHAZALA I, 
GHAZALA VOYAGER, POSEIDON’S QUEST, M/V SEA 
SURVEYOR 


Red Sea/Seychelles 
FANTASEA II 


JAMAICA 


etter known as the home of reg- 
gae and Red Stripe, Jamaica 
doesn’t get full credit for its div- 
ing. Surrounding the island is a shallow 
plateau of corals, and running along the 











north shore is a 145-mile wall that drops 
into the Cayman Trench. Both are popu- 
lated with an outrageous array of 
sponges and tropicals that attract vaca- 
tioners and scientists alike. 

If Jamaican diving has a reputa- 
tion for being tame, it’s due to the 
number of all-inclusive resorts that 
pamper guests. But adventure divers 
can find plenty of thrills diving remote 
sinks and rivers, or through the tan- 
gled roots of mangrove swamps where 
the crocodile is king. 

WEATHER: Winter daytime temperatures 
range between 76F and 86F, but soar 
into the 90Fs in summer. Expect brief 
showers during the early fall and spring. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Mid-70Fs in win- 
ter and mid-80Fs in summer. 

VISIBILITY: Averages 60 to 100 feet but 
can reach 150 feet in the summer. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: Adventurous divers 
drink deeply at God’s Well, a limestone 
sinkhole that spirals down to 158 feet. 
Devil’s Reef off Ocho Rios is a steep 
coral pinnacle rising from 200 feet, 
sprouting dreadlocks of black coral and 


JAMAICA 


God’s Well _™ KINGSTON 


meader Ratings 
Jamaica 
Fish Life 2.64 
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Walls 2.74 
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colorful sponges. The Arena off Mon- 
tego Bay features twin tunnels and the 
remains of a Spanish shipwreck encrust- 
ed into the coral wall. 


JAMAICA DIVE OPERATORS 


GARFIELD DIVING STATION 

OCHO RIOS BEACH « (809) 974-5749, (809) 995-3700 
GRAND LIDO HOTEL/SCUBA 

NEGRIL ¢ (809) 957-4010, EXT. 361 OR 383 e Dives 
many of the moored dive sites from Snapper Drop to 
the Deep Plane. Equipment carried to boat. Resort 
and refresher courses available. Visits private sites. 
JAMAQUA DIVERS 

RUNAWAY BAY « (809) 973-4845 « Dives Runaway Bay 


and Montego Bay. Offers a PADI 5-star diving facility. Book- 
ing office: PADI Travel Network. Best package: 6 days, 5 
nights, 3 days of 2-tank boat dives daily, all-inclusive, $556. 
NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE 

NEGRIL e (800) 818-2963, (809) 957-4425 « e-mail: 
Negril@Nilenet.com e internet: 
http://www.nilenet.com ¢ Dives Long Bay in Negril 
Harbor. Multilingual staff, emphasis on individual 
attention. Booking office: Jamaican Travel Specialist, 
(800) 544-5979, (510) 489-9552. Best package: 7 
nights, 7 dives, $450. 

P.R. SCUBA TECHNOLOGIES, LTD. 

ST. ANNS BAY e¢ (809) 974-1880 @« e-mail: 
mckenzie@infochan.com ¢« Dives Ocho Rios walls, 
wrecks and reefs. All-inclusive dive packages available. 
REEF DIVERS LTD./SUNFLOWER BEACH RESORT 
RUNAWAY BAY « (800) 735-4610, (809) 973-4400 « 
Dives Runaway Bay, Spanish Anchor, Tunnel Reef, 
Joe’s Reef, and various wrecks and walls. Offers per- 
sonalized diving services, caters to small groups, spe- 
Cialty dives and eco-diving. Booking offices: Carousel 
Tours, (800) 735-4610; Karp Travel, (800) 864-2999. 
Best package: Accommodations, 3 buffet meals, 


. drinks, 1 dive daily, unlimited snorkeling and sailing, 


transfers, all equipment, $95 per person, per day 
(additional dives, $20). 

SANDALS DIVERS NEGRIL 

NEGRIL e (800) SANDALS, (809) 957-4216 e Dives 
more than 40 sites off Negril. Quality equipment and pro- 
fessional service. All-inclusive packages available. Call 
for rates. 

SEA AND DIVE JAMAICA LTD. 

OCHO RIOS « (809) 974-5762 e Dives between Bammee 
Bay and Rio Nuevo. Emphasis on comfort, attention and 
service. 7 nights, 6 dives, accommodations, 6 break- 
fasts, 7 dinners, transfers, $649 per person, dbl. occ. 
SEA-RIV DIVERS 

ALLIGATOR POND e (770) 952-7711 © Dives southern 
coast of Jamaica, including ocean, rivers and springs. 
Only dive operation in area, a “get-away-from-it-all” resort. 


n all the Americas, few countries 
offer the diversity of diving that Mex- 
ico does. The coastline of the Yucatan 
Peninsula is rich with Mayan history and 
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Caribbean reefs. The drift diving off 
Cozumel, one of the most popular dive 
destinations outside the United States, is 
some of the world’s best. Isla Mujeres and 
the mainland touristopolis of Cancun 
have excellent wrecks and fish-stuffed 
shallow reefs, while cave and cavern 
divers trek to Akumal to explore cenotes 
and caves carved by the relentless flow of 
water through limestone. 

On the Pacific coast, the rocky 
underwater terrain of pinnacles and 
seamounts lacks the color of Caribbean 
reefs, but attracts a variety of big marine 
life from yellowfin tuna to manta rays, 
gray whales and hammerhead sharks. 
Travelers seeking these wild encounters 
most often head to the Sea of Cortez by 
way of the Baja Peninsula and its well- 
known dive centers, La Paz and Cabo San 
Lucas. But adventurous divers will also 
find a warm welcome and year-round 
diving in the mainland coastal towns of 
San Carlos, Mazatlan, Puerto Vallarta, 
Mazanillo and Ixtapa. 

WEATHER: The Yucatan averages 200 
days of sunshine a year with temperatures 
ranging from 75F in winter to 85F in 
summer. Mexico’s Pacific coast has hot, 
balmy summers with highs in the 90Fs 
and winters where temperatures range 
from the 60Fs at night to 80Fs during the 
day. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Mid-80Fs in 
summer and mid-70Fs in winter for the 
Yucatan; mid-80Fs in summer and mid- 
60Fs in winter on the Pacific coast. 
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Baja’s LAND’s END 


MARKS THE END OF 
NortH AMERICA’S 


seamount, located nine 
miles off La Paz in the Sea of 


LONGEST PENINSULA 


AND THE BEGINNING 
OF ENCOUNTERS 
WITH MANTAS, 
WHALES AND SHARKS. 
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VISIBILITY: Yucatan visibility averages 
150 feet or greater year-round, while 
Pacific coast vis fluctuates from 70 feet in 
summer to 90 feet in winter. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: The tunnels and 
deep swim-throughs at Cozumel’s Punta 
Sur offer a glimpse inside towering coral 
heads and a chance to spy on snoozing 
nurse sharks. Get your adrenaline flowing 
even before you touch water by making 
the 15-foot free-fall into the Temple of 
Doom cenote near Akumal. El Bajo 
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$995-$2100 


Call 800-344-3349 


112' of pure LUXURY visiting Legendary SEA 
OF CORTEZ, SOCORRO & SAN BENEDICTO 
ISLANDS. Dive with Mantas, Hammerheads, 
Whalesharks, Sea Lions & more! 





CIRCLE NO. 135 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Cortez, is a congregation of 
three pinnacles that attracts 
schooling hammerhead 
sharks and curious divers. 


MEXICO DIVE OPERATORS 


AMIGOS DEL MAR/HOTEL SOLMAR 
CABO SAN LUCAS « (800) 344- 
3349, (310) 459-9861 « internet: 
http://www.traveler.net/solmar ¢ 
Dives the Sea of Cortez, including Cabo 
San Lucas, Cabo Pulmo and Gordo 
Banks. Offers specialized advanced 
dives to qualified divers. Booking office: 
Cabo Resort Reservations, (800) 344- 
3349. Best package: 3 nights accom- 
modations, 2 dinners, 2 days diving, 
guide, equipment, $279. 

ANDROMEDA DIVERS 

CABO SAN LUCAS « (011) 52-114-32765 ©® Dives in 
and around the Bay and Gordo Banks. Offers certifica- 
tions, specialty dives, gear rental, watersports, ecologi- 
cal guided tours, custom tours to small groups. Best 
package: 2-tank dive, $60. 

BAJA DIVE ADVENTURES 

(800) 533-8452, (503) 386-7639 © e-mail: mrbillba- 
ja@aol.com ¢ Dives southern Baja, Sea of Cortez, east 
cape region, Cabo Pulmo. Offers personal service, kayak 
and boat dives. Best package: 7 nights, beachfront villa, 
3 days of 2-tank boat dives, 2 shore dives, $450 per per- 
son, dbl. occ. 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS 

(800) 843-6967, (619) 581-3311 © e-mail: 
72234.1520@compuserve.com ¢ intemet: http://www.cib- 
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‘Wrecks 2.48 


Value 3.81 
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Walls 4.34 

Shore Diving 3.33 
Value 4:48 
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No Trouble! 


Dive with the safest, most flexible 
dive center in Cozumel. 
& PADI Instruction 


> Air, Hotel and Dive Packages 
> Fast Boats 


phone/fax 
(987) 21865 


1-800-878-8853 
Blue Bubble Divers 
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nor.conacyt.mx/bajaex/baja.html ¢ Dives La Paz, Sea of 
Cortez, Baja California and Mexico. Offers both live-aboard 
and day diving services. Booking offices: Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel, Poseidon Venture Tours. Best package: 3 
nights, 2 days diving, hotel, 6-tank dives, meals, $299. 
CABO ACUADEPORTES 

CABO SAN LUCAS « (011) 52-11430117 ¢ Dives Cabo 
San Lucas Bay, Sand Falls, Sea Lion Colony, seamounts, 
and various grottoes, wrecks and reefs. Offers all levels 
of NAUI, PADI and SSI instruction, 2 beachfront locations, 
freshwater showers, equipment drying rooms and rinse 
tanks. Booking office: Dive Tours. 

LAND’S END DIVERS 

CABO SAN LUCAS « (800) 675-3483, (011) 52-114- 
32200 « Dives the Sea of Cortez, Cabo San Lucas Bay, 
Sand Fall, Sea Lion Colony, Chileno Reef, Santa Maria 
Reef, Gordo Banks, Cabo Pulmo and many other sites. 
Offers personalized diving services, small groups (6 
divers max.). Booking office: Rohnert Park Dive Center, 
(707) 584-2323. Best package: 4 nights at Plaza las Glo- 
rias Hotel, three 2-tank dives, $350 per person, dbl. occ. 
TIO WATERSPORTS 

CABO SAN LUCAS « (800) 246-6226, (011) 52-114- 
32986 « Dives Sand Falls, Santa Maria, Gordo Banks 
and Cabo Pulmo. Offers a full selection of land sports 
and watersports. Best package: 3 nights/2 days, 2-tank 
dives, $368. 


AKUMAL DIVE CENTER 

(800) 351-1622, (011) 52-984-56236 « Cenote, jungle, 
cavern and open-water diving. Small groups, underwater 
cavern tours, personalized service. 

CLUB MED/CANCUN 

(800) CLUB-MED e Dives Punta Nizuc and Cozumel. 
Offers 2-day resort classes and excursions to freshwater 
cenotes. Package includes 6 dives and equipment, $65. 
MANTA DIVERS 

(011) 52-988-34050 « Dives Isla Mujeres reefs, Punta 
Cancun and Cenote Cavern. Offers trips for advanced 
and beginner divers and guided dive tours to Cozumel 


CANCUN: WHERE 


TOURISM AND DIVING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
AND DIVERS AND 
FISH-—-MEET. 


and cenotes. 10% discount if you bring this RSD 1996 
International Dive Travel Directory. 

QUICKSILVER DIVE MEXICO 

(011) 52-988-34632 ¢ Dives Cancun, Cozumel and 
freshwater caverns of the Yucatan Peninsula. 
Offers scheduled daily departures, equipment 
rental, electric air compressor, multilingual staff. 
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SOLO BUCEO 
(011) 52-988-30100, EXT. 8715, (011) 52-988-33977 
e Dives Cancun, Cozumel, Tulum cenotes. 


AQUA SAFARI 
(011) 52-987-20101 ¢ Dives Cozumel National Park. 30 


FRANKLIN VIOLA 


GIVE YOURSELF A VACATION 
To DIVE FOR. 


Ye will enjoy Plaza Las Glorias spacious junior 
suites with full ocean view only a 20 minute 
boat ride to Palancar and surrounding reefs. 


r above water 
Piventie the 
Plaza Las Glorias is 
the closest 5-star resort 


to the island’s main 
tourist plaza. 


he Safari’s modern fleet will take you to 
Cozumel’s most breathtaking depths. 
Experience the spectacular marine life and 
coral reefs, while diving with Cozumel’s most 
professional and fully bilingual dive guides. 


~ Plaza Las Glorias 


Cozumel 
HOTEL & VILLAS 
CIRCLE NO. 65 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


pO 300-433-0885 
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29TH ANNIVERSARY 
CIRCLE NO. 57 ON READER SERVICE CARD 








years experience. Offers clean, comfortable dive 
boats and bilingual divemasters, emphasis on safety. 
Booking offices: Dive Tours, Island Dreams, Scuba 
Voyages, Caribbean Adventures, Poseidon Venture 
Tours, Tropical Tours. Call for prices. 
AQUATIC SPORTS 
(011) 52-987-20640 « Dives Palancar, Colombia, 
Punta Sur, Maracaibo and Barracuda Reefs, plus Paso 
Del Cedral and Santa Rosa. 25 years experience. 
Offers a multilingual staff and custom-tailored trips for 
— small groups. Booking office: International Diving 
MEXICO’S LARGEST iy 3 md ,~ 6 Expeditions. Best package: Diving, lunch, room, $160 
CARIBBEAN ISLANO ia RETA cia 3 per day, per person, dbl. occ. 
caer “4 a BLACK SHARK DIVE SHOP 
(011) 52-987-20396 © Dives Santa Rosa, Palancar, 
Colombia, Punta Sur and Barracuda. Offers comfort- 
mt ¥ f able, safe and fast boats, 7 divers max., flexible 
EASIEST——DRIFT a A ae ' ioe 5 = schedules and a multilingual staff. Best package: 7 
DIVING. ae CT, nights hotel, 5 days of 2-tank boat dives, 1 night dive, 
Pe Sa 5 fae eam = $351. 
BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS 
(800) 878-8853, (011) 52-987-21865 © Dives 
Cozumel area. Offers personalized service, fast dive 
boats and a professional staff. Booking office: Travel 
Depot, (800) 878-8853. Best package: 3 nights, 2 
days, $150. 
CARIBBEAN DIVERS INTERNATIONAL 
(800) 874-7312, (011) 52-987-21080 « Dives 
Cozumel reefs including Colombia, Palancar, Santa 
Rosa, San Francisco, Yucab, Tormentos, Cedar Pass, 
Paradise, Chankanaab, Punta Sur, Barracuda and 
Maracaibo. Professional bilingual staff offers NAUI, 
PADI and PDIC instruction, focuses on safety, quality 
service and teamwork. Booking office: Pied Piper Trav- 
el, (800) 874-7312. Best package: Hotel and 2-tank 
diving, $59 to $69 per day. Choice of 6 hotels. 
COZUMEL CUSTOM AQUATICS 
(011) 52-987-25566 © Dives Cozumel reefs south to 
Punta Sur, north to Isla de Pasion; cave diving in 
Cozumel and Akumal; wreck diving windward 
Cozumel. Customized dive trips, specialized services, 
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Cozumel’s best dollar value! Dive Paradise has provid- 4 nights/3 twotank 
ed the best variety of trips, boats, and service for over eric ee Sees 
12 years. 3-tank boat diving days still only $59; early y $297...5407 value 
a.m. “Cock-A-Doodle” dives for experienced divers. Suiits] 5 tovo-alk 
Fiesta Inn,a spectacular hotel, is located across from it’s & 4 single tank dives; 
own beach and is close to dive sites and downtown. Only $495. $715 value 





FOR (NFO/RESERVATIONS 


COZUMEL DIRECT 011-52-987-21007 
COZUMEL FAX 011-52-987-21061/25161/22900 


Fiesta in Cozumel ! 
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Pico Castello 








equipment set-up. Best package: $134 includes unlimit- 
ed dives, drinks, meals, accommodations, per person, 


dbl. occ. 
DEL MAR AQUATICS 


(800) 877-4383, (011) 52-987-21944 ¢ Dives Maracai- 


bo, Punta Sur, Palancar, Santa Rosa Wall, Tor- 
mentos, Paso del Cedral and Las Palmas. 
Offers personalized and professional diving ser- 
vices and unlimited shore dives. Booking 
offices: Dive Tours; Sombrero Tours, (800) 877- 
4383; Caradonna Caribbean Tours. Best pack- 
age: 4 days/3 nights, welcome cocktail, T-shirt, 
2 days boat diving, $198. 

DIMI EDUCATIONAL DIVE CENTER 

(011) 52-987-22915 Dives all reefs in 
Cozumel. Owner-operated, multilevel dives, 8 
divers max. Best package: 4 nights, 3 days div- 
ing, breakfast and lunch on diving days, $163 per 
person, dbl. occ. 

DISCOVER DIVE SHOP 

(011) 52-987-20280 e e-mail: 
103531.314@compuserve.com ° internet: 
http://www. virtual-showcase.com/lIlc /chuck- 
Jones/cenote.html « Dives Palancar, Santa 
Rosa, Punta Sur and Yucab. Offers experi- 
enced, personalized diving services to small 
and medium groups, cave and cavern tours. 
Booking office: Adventure Sports Scuba-Sail- 
ing, (612) 949-0909. 

DIVE HOUSE COZUMEL 

(011) 52-987-21953 « Dives all sites throughout 
Cozumel. Offers professional and customized div- 
ing services. Booking offices: Island Dreams, 
PADI Travel Network, Tropical Concepts, Tropical 
Tours, Dive Tours, Sand Dollar Tours. 

DIVE PALANCAR/DIAMOND RESORT 
COZUMEL 

(011) 52-987-23443, EXT. 895 « Dives Palancar, 
Colombia, Punta Sur, Santa Rosa, El Cedral, 
Dalila, French Reef. Offers full service and instruc- 
tion in diving, snorkeling, sailing, fishing and wind- 















Welcome to Paradisus, our 5-star luxury 
resort located on the loveliest beach in 


Cozumel. 


have to concern yourself with quality or cost. 
Paradisus offers the finest of everything for one 


inclusive price. 


and our recreation goes far beyond watersports 
and tennis, featuring horseback riding, a com- 
plete gym, a game room, nightly shows and 


kid’s club. And the only tip you'll give is to tell 
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This being paradise, you'll never 


The amenities are first-class 


your friends about Paradisus. 


Travel, Tropical Concepts. 
DIVE PARADISE 

(800) 308-5125, (011) 52-987-21007 «© Offers a 
variety of diving spots with a focus on safety and 


THE BEST OF COZUMEL 


Topside 


Diversions 


ost Cozumel veterans can recall a 
few loud nights at Carlos ’n 
Charlie’s—Cozumel’s most raucous 
night spot. But they also know that 

evening entertainment runs the gamut 
from quiet dinners at La Choza to Monday night 
football at the Sports Bar to native dances in 
the town square. Here are some other choices 
for topside entertainment on Mexico’s largest 
Caribbean island. 

Stroll the Mayan ruins of San Gervasio— 
believed to be the ceremonial grounds of Ix 
Chel, the goddess of childbirth and fertility. 
Admission: $4.50. 

Climb Point Celerain Lighthouse. The 
panoramic view of the island is well worth the 
$1 the lighthouse keeper charges for the privi- 
lege. On Sunday afternoons, he serves up fried 
fish and beer to beachgoers. 

The Museum of Cozumel tells you every- 
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surfing. Booking office: Dive Tours, Tropical Adventures 





WHAT DOES FOUR BUCKS GET 
YOU AT CHANKANAAB? A 
STROLL ON THE BEACH, A WALK 
THROUGH BOTANICAL GARDENS 
AND A GLIMPSE OF CHRIST. 


thing you want to know about the 
island’s cultural and natural history. Admission: $3. 

Chankanaab National Park is the perfect 
place to spend an afternoon beach lounging, 
touring the botanical gardens or snorkeling out 
to the submerged Christ statue. Admission: $4. 

Weekend festivals in the central town 
square are free and feature live music, plenty of 
local contact, and lots of street vendors. 

The Mexican Rodeo Show at the Cozumel 
Arena on Wednesday nights is family-style fun 
with singing cowboys, dancing horses, and a 
bloodless exhibition bullfight. Admission: $15. 


“Ear from noise... Close to Mother Nattre”. 
GeyAtiericlca Bima wetcil esetclete) chetz) Edt yes Oleiey 
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small groups. 

DIVING ADVENTURES 

(011) 52-987-23009 ® Dives from Barracuda to Maracai- 
bo, including Palancar, Santa Rosa and various shallows. 
Offers personalized and professional diving services with 
a norush atmosphere. Best package: 4 days accommo- 
dations, 3 days diving, no meals included, $250. 
FANTASIA DIVERS 

(800) 504-0552, (011) 52-987-21210 « Dives Palancar 
Gardens, Horseshoe and caves, Paso el Cedral, Yucab 
and other reef sites. Specialized trips for advanced dives 
to Punta Sur and Maracaibo. Pier pickup, diving lockers, 
rinse tanks, shore diving. Booking office: Grand Club, 
(800) 504-0552, (713) 978-6988. Best package: 7 
nights, all-inclusive, 15 tanks, $740 per person, dbl. occ. 
GALAPAGO INN/SCUBA COZUMEL 

(800) 847-5708 « Dives the underwater park of 
Cozumel. 20 years continuous operation, dedicated 
dive resort, emphasis on quality of boats and staff. 
Best package: 7 nights, meals, 5 days of 2-tank 
boat diving, unlimited beach diving, $622 per per- 
son, dbl. occ. 

MARINE SPORTS 

(800) FIESTA-1, (011) 52-987-22899/22900, EXT. 
2035 Dives Santa Rosa, Palancar, Colombia, Tormen- 
tos and Maracaibo. Booking offices: Island Dreams, Reef 
& Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel. Best package: 4 
days/3 nights in deluxe room, 2 days of 2-tank dives, buf- 
fet breakfasts, welcome drink, $212 per person, dbl. occ. 
PAPA HOGS SCUBA EMPORIUM 

(011) 52-987-21651 «¢ Dives southern sites, Barracuda 
and San Juan in the north. Canadian-owned and operated, 
offers 12-hour round-the-island trip and computer diving. 
SCUBA-DU 

(011) 52-987-20322, EXT. 4109 « Dives Palancar Reef, 
Santa Rosa Wall and La Francesca. Offers personal 
attention, small groups and fast, custom-built boats. 
Booking offices: PADI Travel Network, Island Dreams, 
Dive Tours. 

STUDIO BLUE COZUMEL 

(011) 52-987-24414 « Dives Palancar, Santa Rosa, Punta 


FUN pow Sets Du 


Hotel Accommodations 
Breakfast Daily Per Person 
10% Discount Food & Beverage 
Per Room 
Boat Diving & Shore Diving 
Rental Car 1 Day °° 

Ground Transfers 
Hotel Taxes 
VYucatanza T-Shirt 


Prices Per Person/Double Occupancy/Diver. 
Non-Diver Rates Available. 
Single/Triple Rates Upon Request. 
Valid U.S. Drivers License Required For 
Rental Car. 

Valid C-Card Required For Diving. 
Restrictions May Apply. 

Price Subject To Change. 


Sur, Barracuda, Maracaibo and 
Colombia Reefs. Offers personal ser- 
vice to small groups of 2 to 6 divers. 
Booking office: Blue Water Scuba 
Nashville, (615) 356-9340. Diving 
and hotel package, $70 per person, 
dbl. occ. 

WILDCAT DIVERS COZUMEL 
(011) 52-987-21028 « Dives 
Palancar, Colombia, Santa Rosa 
and various area reefs. Caters to 
small groups, fast boats, flexible 
schedule. Booking office: Crystal 
Travel, (800) 338-2133. Best pack- 
age: 7 nights, accommodations, 6 
2-tank boat dives, 1 night dive, 
$520. 


CLUB MED/PLAYA BLANCA 
JALISCO « (800) CLUB-MED e 
Dives Playa Blanca. 2-day resort 
and open-water classes are includ- 
ed in price. 

CLUB MED/SONORA BAY 
GUAYMAS e (800) CLUB-MED « 
Dives Seal Island, encounters with 
seals and sea lions, wrecks. Offers 2- 
day resort classes, open-water and 
advanced instruction classes. Package 
includes 13 dives and equipment, 
$125. 

VALLARTA DIVERS 

PUERTO VALLARTA ¢ (011) 52-322-10492 ¢ e-mail: val- 
larta/divers@go2mexico.com « internet: 
http://www.go2mexico.com ¢ Dives the Bay of Ban- 
deras: Majahuita, Marietas Islands, El Morro, El Sequial 
and Chimo. Caters to small groups, equipment, PADI dive 
center and divemasters. 

ZIHUATANEJO SCUBA CENTERS 

ZIHUATANEJO © (011) 52-755-42147 « Dives the Pacif- 


THERE’S A GROWING 
UNDERGROUND 
MOVEMENT TO DIVE 


YUCATAN’S CENOTES. 





ic coast of Mexico. Offers pro- 
fessional, full-service diving instruction. Booking office: 
Dive Discovery. 


FRANKLIN VIOLA 


MIKE MADDEN’S CEDAM DIVE CENTERS 

PUERTO AVENTURAS e (011) 52-987-35147 © e-mail: 
mmaden@cancun.RCE.com.mx e internet: 
http://www.cedamdive.com 

STUDIO BLUE PLAYA DEL CARMEN 

PLAYA DEL CARMEN e (011) 52-987-31088 « Dives 


Call ROPICAL ours, Ic Today..... 


1-800-711-4700 





$229 


5 Days/4 Nights 
3 Days Boat Diving ( Coe 
VS. 9/1/96- 12/20/96 
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Cogumel 


(713) $55-6900 


divER@NeEosoft.com 


viv 
“‘ 
| 


| OPICAL JOURS, hi 
Wholesale Dive Travel Specialists 


$459 


8 Days/7 Nights 
5 Days Boat Diving 
9/1/96- 12/20/96 








Experts Only 





BRING YOUR LOGBOOK, YOUR SKILLS AND YOUR NERVE. 


eperkep is famous for 
effortless drift diving 
above the Stygian void of 
Palancar Reef, among 
the sponge vines of 
Santa Rosa Wall, and 
past the Volkswagen- 
sized grouper of Cedar 
Pass. But if you’re up for 
a challenge, ask your 
divemaster about these 
advanced spots. When 
you do, be prepared to 
produce your logbook 
and have your diving 
skills scrutinized before 
a divemaster agrees to 
take you there. 


Barracuda Reef 

Dipti: 70-80 feet 

Shin. Leva: Expert 

CunRENT: Very strong, 
unpredictable 

Along the flat, strip reefs 
bordering the sand flats 
north of San Miguel, the 
predictable south-north 
current can eddy into 
unpredictable flows, even 


peels 


swirling into down cur- 
rents. The namesake sil- 
ver fish and schools of 
jacks are common. You 
might even glimpse a 
gray reef shark, green 
turtles or eagle rays. 


CERES 
Punta Sur 


Dertu: 80-130+ feet 

Suit Lev: Advanced to 
Expert 

Current: Strong 

Tunnels take you inside 
the reef to cavernous 
ballrooms decorated in 
sponges. Nurse sharks 
nap on the sandy floors 
and eagle rays cruise the 
open water of the 
Cozumel Channel. Just 
by sure to keep your fins 
high and an eye on your 
tank pressure. 


PAS: 
Maracaibo Deep 
Dertn: 90-130+ feet 
Sx Leva: Advanced to 
Expert 


COZUMEL, MEXICO 


Current: Strong 

The wall starts at about 
90 feet, but you drop 
down to 130 feet for a 
drift past plate corals, 
deep-water gorgonians, 
elephant ear sponges 
and bushy tufts of black 
coral. Keep an eye on the 
open water for those 
hard-to-find pelagics 
including reef sharks, 
manta rays and logger- 
head turtles. 


Dept: 40-60 feet 

Sau Leva: Expert 

Current: Strong 

Divers with professional 
scuba skills can ride the 
currents from the Mara- 
caibo shallows around 
the southern tip of the 
island to pristine, next- 
to-virgin strips of reef 
running perpendicular to 
shore. Just be prepared 
for brisk currents and 
plenty of chop. 


TWO DECADES OF 
GREAT DIVING AND SERVICE 





1970-1990 


For rae the Galapago Inn and Scuba Cozumel 


have been 


HE place for 


sport scuba divers to meet and 


enjoy the very best diving in Cozumel. 


Come and Celebrate with us! 


COZUMEL 


DIVE RESORT*MEXICO 


For Information * U.S.A. & Canada 
1-800-847-5708 
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TOURS & TRAVEL 


SPECIAL VALUE 


COZUMEL 








FIESTA AMERICANA 


COZUMEL REEF 
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3 night package from $229 pp/do 
Includes two days of 2-tank boat 
diving, tax, and complimentary 

beach tank for your check-out dive. 





7 night package from $549 pp/do 
Includes five days of 2-tank boat div- 
ing, tax, and complimentary beach 
tank for your check-out dive. 


"We have the knowledge and 
experience to make your 
Island Dreams come true!" 


Kim Ken Jolene Lisa Mina 
Call us TOLL FREE ond SAVE 


800/346-6116 
713/973-9300 | 
Fax: 713/973-8585 


E-mail: info@islandream.com 
http: / /www.islandream.com/island /index.htm 
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along the Playa de! Carmen coast. Offers cenote diving 
and cave and cavern dives. Dive packages vary. 


TANK-HA DIVE CENTER 
PLAYA DEL CARMEN « (011) 52-987-30302 ¢ e-mail: 
tankha@cyberstores.com ° internet: 


http: //www.cyberstores.com/resorts/attractions/tan 
kha e Dives Playa del Carmen’s continental coast and 
the Cozumel reefs. Offers professional diving services by 
the owners of the operation. Booking offices: Pacific 
Coast Adventures; Crossroads Travel, (203) 434-1635. 


Best package: 7 nights accommodations, 5 days of 2- 


tank diving, transfers, $350 per person, dbl. occ. 
LIVE-ABOARDS 


Baja California 
DON JOSE, RIO RITA 
Baja, Socorro 
SOLMAR V 

Cozumel, Yucatan 





dive even a fraction of what the largest of 
our oceans offers, pack your dive bag and 
buy a plane ticket now. Start with Truk 
Lagoon and the greatest collection of World 


| a 


War II wrecks in the world. Dive with the 
mantas of Yap, the turtles of Sipadan and 
the sharks of Rangiroa. Then try Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Pohnpei or Phuket. 


TTC COZUMEL DIVING 


PACIFIC 


alau, Truk, Yap, Sipadan—the 
Poon of these perennial dive 

favorites are as familiar to most 
divers as the names of their own dive 
buddies. Less well-known are the hot- 
| ticket dive destinations of the next centu- 
| ry—places like Thailand’s Similan 
Islands, the Philippines’ Tubbataha Reefs 
| and Indonesia’s Nusa Penida. 
| The vast majority of potential diving in 
| the Pacific remains untapped. If you hope to 


Having a choice is always great. That’s what you get when 
you dive the Mexican Yucatan corridor with Mike 
Madden's CEDAM dive center. Cedam now offers direct 
boat trips to some of the best of Cozumel’s walls along 
with great local reef diving. But the real adventure lies in 
the jungle, at the mouth of crystal clear fresh water 
“cenotes”. It’s a diving experience you'll never forget. 
There is a variety of diving options with only one 
real choice for safety, experience, fun, and adventure. 


CEDAM DIVE CENTER 


Call Dive Tours for complete details 


including hotel packages and discount air. C C 


QpIve | e0AM 
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Aqua Safari's 30th Anniversary Gift 


"Now available for 4 to 7 Nights" 
& Tanks/Day Special 


FIESTA & 
SAFARI INN'S 


4 Night Pkg $228-$294 7 Night Pkg $382-$495 
Incl: 3 Days of 2 Tank Dives Incl: 5 Days of 2 Tank Dives 
and 2 One Tank PM Trips. and 4 one Tank PM trips 
Unlimited Air for Bch Tanks Unlimited Air for Bch Tanks 


Aqua Safari .............Safari Inn ...........F testa Inn 
5 and 6 Night Pkg Prices on request!!! 


Poseidon Partnership 
in Quality 
Poseidon Ventures Tours 


800-854-9334 


CIRCLE NO. 128 ON READER SERVICE CARD 














Reader Ratings 
Indonesia 


Fish Life 4.55 
Big Animals 3.18 
Healthy Reefs 4.82 


5 Wrecks 2.08 
* Shore Diving 3.00 


Overall 4.91 
4 5 


excellent 


Reader Ratings 
Philippines 
Fish Life 4,18 
Big Animals 3.57 
Healthy Reefs 4:17 
Walls 3.67 
Wrecks 2.10 
Shore Diving 3.31 
Value 4.44 
Overall 4.47 
4 5 


excellent 





So much diving, so little time. 

WEATHER: Throughout the region, tem- 
peratures range from warm (65F) to hot 
(95F) year-round, though constant sea 
breezes moderate the heat on most islands. 
Wet and dry seasons vary throughout the 
region, with most of the rain and mon- 
soons falling from October to April. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: 78F to 83F 
except where deep-water currents bring 
cold upwellings. 

VISIBILITY: Excellent; in the 100- to 
150-foot range except where runoff from 
rivers empties into the ocean. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: The incoming tide 
attracts little fish, big fish, sharks and divers 
to Palau’s signature dive, Blue Corner. At 
night, a galaxy of flashlightfish illuminate 
Marigondon Cave off the Philippines’ 
Mactan Island. In 1883, the volcano 
known as Krakatau erupted, killing 36,000 
people. Today, you can dive the rock tun- 
nels of the collapsed caldera off Java. 


PACIFIC DIVE OPERATORS 


AITUTAKI SCUBA 

AITUTAKI ¢ (011) 682-31103 « Dives the Cook Islands. 
COOK ISLAND DIVERS 

RAROTONGA e (011) 682-22483 «¢ e-mail: 
gwilson@gatepoly.co.ck e Dives the Cook Islands. 
Offers full-service diving operation. 


BATHY’S CLUB MOOREA 

MOOREA e (011) 689-563144 e Dives the Moorea 
area. PADI 5-star facility. Snark diving. Booking office: 
Tahiti Vacations, (800) 553-3477. Cail for details. 
BORA DIVING CENTER 

BORA BORA « (011) 689-677184 

MANIHI BLUE NUI 

MANIHI TUAMOTU e (011) 689-964217 « Dives reefs 


Reader Ratings 
Bir-lif-lace! 
|Fish Life 4.00 
(Big Animals 3.56 
Healthy Reefs 4.10 
Walls 35700 
Value 4.40 
Overall 4.50 
4 5 
excellent 
etorcletcigm at-hatale po 
French Polynesia 
Fish Life 3.81 
Big Animals 4.06 
Healthy Reefs 2.81 
Walls 2.69 
Value 3.35 


5 


excellent 


Reader Ratings 
Trul« 


| Fish Life 3.26 
© Big Animals 2.57 
» Healthy Reefs 4.47 


Value 4.58 
Overall 4.79 
4 5 


excellent 





and lagoons. Encounters with mantas year-round, sites 5 
minutes from dive center, small groups, shark feeding dives 
and drift dives. Booking offices: Islands In The Sun, Tahiti 
Vacations, (800) 553-3477. Packages vary. Call for rates. 
MOOREA UNDERWATER SCUBA DIVING TAHITI 
(M.U.S.T.) 

MOOREA « (011) 689-561732 ¢ Dives more than 20 
sites outside the reef, in the pass and inside the lagoon. 
Offers daily shark feeding. Booking office: Islands In The 
Sun. Best package: 5 dives, approximately $250. 
RAIATEA/TAHAA PLONGEE 

RAIATEA « (011) 689-663716 @ Dives passes, reefs, 
wrecks, walls and seamounts. Shark feeding. Booking 
offices: Islands In The Sun; Adventure Express; Tahiti Vaca- 
tions, (800) 553-3477; Tahiti Aquatics, (011) 689-690854. 
TAHITI AQUATIQUE 

TAHITI ¢ (011) 689-410854 « Dives various walls, reefs 
and wrecks. Offers personalized services, a multilingual staff 
and flexible dive schedules. Booking office: Islands In The Sun. 
TAHITI RESORT HOTELS 

TAHITI ¢ (011) 689-430829 « Dives Tahiti, Moorea, 
Fabarava, Rangiroa and Bora Bora. Offers quality dive 
packages and personalized services. Booking offices: 
Tahiti Scuba Diving, (011) 689-410062; Calypso Diving 
Club, (011) 689-677785; Rangiroa Paradive, (011) 689- 
960555; Avenhue Pouneha Fauani, (011) 689-630750; 
Bathy’s Club, (011) 689-563144. Call for details. 


ENA DIVE CENTER & WATER SPORTS 

BALI ¢ (011) 62361-288829 « Dives Sanur, Nusa Dua, 
Amed, Tulamben and Padang Bay. Offers a full range of 
diving, snorkeling and fishing services in a professional 
environment, custom-tailored for the beginner to 
advanced diver. Dive packages vary with season and 
level of experience. 

EQUATOR DIVE TRAVEL 

BALI e¢ (011) 62361-236771 e¢ e-mail: 
gp2000@rad.net.id « Dives Bali, Manado and Lombok. 
Offers all-inclusive dive packages. 

KUNGKUNGAN BAY RESORT 

SULAWESI ¢ (510) 825-1939, (011) 62-438-30300 « 
Dives reefs, pinnacles and wrecks of Lembeh Strait, 


Reader Ratings 
Malaysia 
Fish Life 4.87 
Big Animals. 4.27 
Healthy Reefs 4.60 
Walls 4.79 
Shore Diving 4.62 
Value 4.40 
Overall 4.60 
4 5 
excellent 
Reader Ratings 
Palau 


e Fish Life 4.85 


Bis Animals 4.72 

7 Healthy Reefs 4.86 

3 Walls 4.78 

| Wrecks 3.50 
Value 4.37 


Overall 4.91 
4 5 
excellent 
Reader Ratings 
Papua New Guinea 


Fish Life 4.53 
Big Animals 3.33 
Healthy Reefs 4.60 
Walls 4.40 
Wrecks 2.10 
Value 4.13 
Overall 4.40 
4 5 


....excellent 





northern Sulawesi. Offers instruction, rental equipment. 
Booking office: Tropical Adventures Travel. Best package: 
8 days, 7 nights, 14 dives, 3 meals/day, $1,156 per per- 
son, dbl. occ. 

MUREX DIVE RESORT 

SULAWESI ¢ (011) 62431-66280 ¢ Dives Manado Tua, 
Bunaken, Siladen, Bangka, Biaro and the Ruang Islands. 
Offers professional diving services and live-aboard trips 
aboard the Serenade to the Sangihe Islands. Booking 
offices: International Diving Expeditions; Schoner 
Tauchen, (011) 49374-3488; Manta Resisen, (011) 
41126-82434; Great Destinations. Murex: $100 per per- 
son, per day; Serenade: $165 per person, per day. 
PITOBY WATER SPORTS/DIVE KUPANG 

(800) 566-2585, (415) 731-2560 @ e-mail: 
maluku@maluku.com e internet: 
http://www.maluku.com e Land-based operator diving 
areas around Alor for advanced divers. Caters to 
advanced divers. Best package: 5 days diving, airfare 
Kupang-Alor, transfers, 2 nights accommodations at 
Kupang, meals included on dive days, $1,350. 


DIVE KIRIBATI 

CHRISTMAS ISLAND e (800) 245-1950, (412) 935- 
1577 « internet: http://www.netilus.com e¢ Dives Christ- 
mas Island. Only operation in area. Booking office: Frontiers. 
Best package: 7-day allinclusive package, $2,295. 


ASIAN OVERLAND SERVICES 

SELANGOR e (011) 03-452-9100 « e-mail: aos@aostt- 
po.my ¢ Dives peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak. 
Emphasis on safety. Best package: 5 days, 4 nights, 
includes transfers, daily breakfast, 4 dives, RM1,180. 
BERJAYA REDANG GOLF & SPA RESORT 

PULAU REDANG « (011) 609-6971111 Dives numer- 
ous reefs and wrecks around Pulau Redang. Booking 
offices: Pro Dive, (011) 603-292-9072; Dive Scuba Sta- 
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“DISCOVER PALAU ... And See It All! 


Sam’s Dive Tours invites you to discover tlie uniler water rites. ik iia 


oe Personalized Service. Ms Satisfaction i mOstts Ultimate Concert 


800-794-9RNR 
P.O. Box. 428 * Koror, Republic of Palau 96940 
rAND) Mt Dive Shop: Of 1-680-488-1062 ¢ Fax: 01 1-680-488-5003 


# | hin ee Pacific = pits * C Baeinced: Dive-Destination™ 
. Reet Dive ¢ Wall P ‘Dive** Drift-Dive ® Freshwater Dive ~ 
a Phidtootan Hic, Sire* Fav ite Plaee to Snotkel 
mentally SensitiWe Destination, NS : 
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Dive from Carp Island 
with Palau Diving Center! 


onderful sea-side cottages set 
WY irers the beautiful Rock 

Islands will be the highlight of 
your stay. Dive the famous sites of 
Palau with our crew of experienced 
dive masters or let us take you fishing 
or touring. 


Introductory diving ¢ Boat Diving tours « Rock 
Island tours « Fishing tours e Diving equip- 
ment for rent e¢ Also available: Night diving, 
Chandelier Cave, Peleliu Drop, Blue Corner etc. 


Carp Island Resort 
& Palau Diving Center 


011-680-488-2978 


Fax: 011-680-488-3155 
P.O. Box 5 
Koror, Palau 96940 


Celebrating 
Nature’s Beauty 
Beneath the Sea 


6851 Yumuri Street, Suite 10 
Coral Gables, Florida 33146 


800-932-6237 


Fax 305-669-9475 





Palau 

















MICRONESIA 


Dedicated 
to only 
Micronesia. 


Trip-N-Tour is from 
Micronesia. We are 
Micronesian. At Trip-N- Tour 


we devote 100% of our _ 4 ime 2 Dive Package Special 
time and expertise to ra Aa S$ 1 3O pp/dbl occ/night 


only Micron esi 4a. to ensure nu = ‘ Includes 2 tank dives, room & tax, airport transfers, 


breakfast, lunch. Unlimited dive packages 


your trip is the very best. iss ais . now available! Call Now! 


This is your dive trip of a lifetime. You work hard for your money, so why take chances? 


a 
Ir f/ -Y-lOU Dive with Palau’s foremost dive operation. Our friendly, experienced guides are the best in 
the business and our fleet of 26’ dive boats will speed you to the best dive sites in the world! 
MICRO NESIA Fish ‘N Fins and the Marina Hotel are made for divers and offers the best value in Palau! 
So what are you waiting for? 


1-800-348-0842 " FISH ‘N FINS * PALAU, MICRONESIA 


011-680-488-2637 or fax 011-680-488-1725 
c 1 toda for 3 FREE 28 Poseidon CIRCLE NO. 83 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
a "| ieee neat Eats) 
page, full-color dive brochure! Ventures poseidon Ventures Tours 8QOO-8 54-9334 


DIVING TOUR SPECULISTS CIRCLE NO. 88 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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DREAMS DO COME TRUE! 
The Palau Pacific Resort and “Splash” 
combine the culture of the islands with 


the luxury amenities of a world class 
resort and dive center. 





Together, Palau Pacific Resort, “Splash” 
and Photo Palau guarantee a unique 
Micronesian diving experience not 
found anywhere else in the world! 


splash 


PALAU 


palau pacific Resort q 
ry 


like no other island dream! 


pa Yevte(tc By tottets! SEAWARD HOLIDAYS MICRONESIA Meteor 
POMBors08 Eee epee. rE ORRRE = ae ape P.O. BOX DX, MOEN 
Koror, Republic of Palau, 96940 ee an eh ae ae Eye | | TRUK STATE, FSM 96942 
01 1-680-488-2600 SAS OFFICE/FAX 011-691-330-4253 


fax 011-680-488-1606 or 1601 for 24 guests. | SHIP 011-691-330-4302 cs 
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Micronesian 


immersion: 7 


Pits 
Garett’) : 


t: the Fa 


t 


yE 


act of : 
re)itrevedteteatetce 
Micronesia’s 

pristine waters 

where the action 

is electric, the wild 

life remains wild, wrecked 


Satlecmorceotcme elem cco ceelere mately 
organisms create unimaginable colors. 


4 


landscape, open-hearted people and 
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CIRCLE NO. 84 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


PACTOURS 


2. a preoccupation with Micronesia’s 
mural of brilliant sunsets, untamed 


The Truk Stop Hotel 

is an Owner-operated 

hotel located right on 

Truk Lagoon. The 23 
guest rooms include standard rooms, deluxe 
oceanfront rooms, executive and presiden- 
tial suites. Amenities include air-condition- 
ing, private bathroom, refrigerator, tele- 
phone and color cable TV. The Truk Stop is 
within easy walking distance of shopping 
and dive facilities and the Truk Stop Hotel 
Restaurant is now open. 


TRUK STOP HOTEL 





011-691-330-4232 


Fax: 011-691-330-2286 


CIRCLE NO. 95 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


Acclaimed as one of the seven wonders of the underwater world, Palau offers 


a range of diversified diving experiences not duplicated anywhere else. 


The profuse, unspoilt reefs surrounding the world famous “Rock Islands” offer a 


wealth of marine life, coral formations, wrecks and legendary dive sites. 


Experience Palau with Continental Micronesia. 
Call toll free for flight information and tour information 


1-800-900-7657 


Continental gay 
Micronesia i 
Fly with the warmth of Paradise 








CIRCLE NO. 79 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


tion, (011) 603-719-6881. Best package: 6 dive trips 
with equipment, RM6OO; 6 trips without, RM400. 
BORNEO DIVERS AND SEA SPORTS 

SIPADAN ¢ (011) 6088-222226 ¢ e-mail: 
bdivers@po.jaring.my ® internet: 
http://www.jaring.my/bdivers ¢ Dives Tunku Abdul 
Rahman Park, Sipadan Island and various wrecks off 
Labuan Island. 

LAYANG LAYANG ISLAND RESORT 

(011) 603-2433166 © email: layang@pop.jaring.my ¢ 
Dives the Borneo Banks. Offers deep-water drop-offs, 
150-foot visibility and schooling hammerheads. Booking 
office: Vacation Land, (800) 245-0050. Best package: 6- 
day, all-inclusive dive package, $2,300. 

PULAU SIPADAN RESORT & TOURS 

SIPADAN ¢ (011) 6089-765200 « Dives Sipadan 
Island. Booking offices: Boulder Scuba Tours, (303) 
449-8617; Creative Adventure Club, (714) 545-5888; 
See & Sea Travel; Village Travel Inc., (205) 871-6114. 
Best package: 6 days, 5 nights, equipment, 3 boat dives 
per day, 3 meals per day, unlimited shore diving, $900 
per diver. 

SIPADAN DIVE CENTRE 

SIPADAN e (011) 6088-240584 e Dives Sipadan 
Island. Offers competitive diving services and facilities. 
Best package: transfers, accommodations, food and 
beverages, 3 boat dives per day, unlimited shore diving, 
RM1,500. 

SIPADAN-MABUL RESORT 

(011) 6088-230006 « Dives Sipadan, Mabal and 
Kapalai Islands. Offers exclusive diving services and 
excellent sites for macro photography. Booking office: 
Deep Discoveries, (403) 389-4408. 


MARSHALLS DIVE ADVENTURES 

MAJURO e¢ (011) 692-625-3119 ®« Dives reefs, pinna 
cles, wrecks, walls and animal encounter dives of 
Majuro, Arno and Mili Atolls. Caters to small groups. 
Booking office: Cen-Pac Dive Ex. 


AAA WHITE DRAGON DIVERS 

GUAM « (011) 671-646-3483 ¢ Dives Guam, Yap, Truk 
and Palau. Offers nitrox, tri-mix, underwater weddings 
and multilingual diving instruction. 

BLUE SEA SPORTS 

SAIPAN ¢ (011) 670-234-7903 « Dives Saipan and Tini- 
an. 

DIVE ROTA 

ROTA ¢ (011) 670-532-3377 © Dives Coral Gardens, 
Pearlman Tunnel, Harnom Drop-off and various wrecks. 
Offers small group dives. Booking offices: Trip-N-Tour 
Micronesia; Pac Tours, (800) 245-4129. 

GUAM TROPICAL DIVE STATION 

GUAM «¢ (011) 671-477-2774 « Dives sites throughout 
Guam including Blue Hole, Double Reef and Cocos 
Island. PADI 5-star facility, retail, repair and rental, offers 
instruction, shore diving. Booking office: First Class Trav- 
el, (011) 671-472-4337. Best package: day of boat div- 
ing, transfers, tanks, lunch, 2 dives, $95. 
MICRONESIAN DIVERS ASSOCIATION 

GUAM « (011) 671-472-6321 © e-mail: mdaG@ite.net « 
Dives Guam, Rota, Tinian, Saipan, Truk Lagoon, Pohn- 
pei, Palau, Yap and Kosrae. 27 instructors, including 2 
PADI course directors on staff, 3 boats that handle 25 
two-tank divers, self-service rental. Hotel and diving 
packages from $99 to $150 a day. 

PARADISE DIVING CENTER 

GUAM « (011) 671-477-1600 « Dives Guam, Palau, 
Yap, Truk and Pohnpei. Offers technical diving instruc- 
tion, nitrox equipment and penetration wreck diving. 


DIVE CAROLINE 

KOSRAE « (011) 691-370-3339 © Dives Sandy Beach 
Point, Shark Island and various walls and wrecks. Offers 
a knowledgeable staff and professional diving services. 
Booking offices: Travel House, (011) 6174-22029; Trip- 
N-Tour Micronesia. Best package: 5 nights, 4 days of div- 
ing with lunch, $550. 

IET EHU/DIVE POHNPEI 

POHNPEI ¢ (011) 691-320-2959 « Dives sites around 
Pohnpei, including dives with mantas and sharks. Offers 
local experience, personal service. Booking office: Trip- 
N-Tour Micronesia. Call for hotel/dive packages. 








PHOENIX MARINE SPORTS CLUB 

KOSRAE ¢ (011) 691-370-3100 « Dives various local 
walls, drop-offs, wrecks and holes. Offers individual 
attention and custom dive packages. 

SLEEPING LADY DIVERS 

KOSRAE e¢ (011) 691-370-DIVE © e-mail: 
70640.3362@compuserve.com « Dives the fringing 
coral reef off Kosrae. Offers small, custom trips, instruc- 
tion and handicapped-accessible services. Booking 
offices: Island Adventures; Blue Water Travel, (800) 481- 
3483; Cen-Pac Dive Ex. Best package: 10 days, 9 nights 
“super-saver,” $577.50. 

VILLAGE TOURS AND DIVE SERVICE 

POHNPEI ¢ (011) 691-320-2797 ¢ Dives all sites in Pohnpei. 
Emphasis on marine ecology, local knowledge. Best pack- 
age: 4 nights, 5 days, meals included, $540 per person. 


Palau 

FISH N’ FINS 

(011) 680-488-2637 ¢ Dives Blue Corner, Blue Hole, Big 
Drop-off, wrecks and drift dives. 20 years experience on Palau. 
Offers personal, experienced staff, custom dives and night div- 
ing. Booking office: Poseidon Venture Tours. Best package: 2- 
tank dive, 2 meals, accommodations and transfers. 

PALAU DIVING CENTER/CARP ISLAND RESORT 
(800) 359-0747, (011) 680-488-2978 @ Dives Blue Cor- 
ner, Big Drop-off, German Channel and other spots in 
Koror and Ulong. Offers professional, safe and experi- 
enced diving services. Booking office: Dive Safaris. Dive 
packages vary depending on season. 

PALAU PACIFIC RESORT/SPLASH 

(011) 680-488-2600 « Dives Blue Corner and the Ulong 
Channel. Offers PADI 5-star diving services with photo facil- 
ities and equipment repair. Booking offices: Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel; Adventure Express; Continental Micronesia. 
Dive packages vary. 

SAM’S DIVE TOURS 

(800) 794-9RNR, (011) 680-488-1062 « Dives everywhere 
in Palau. Offers personalized service, quality prices and 8 
divers max. per boat. Booking office: Reef & Rainforest 
Worldwide Adventure Travel. Best package: $130 per day. 


Papua New Guinea 

NIUGINI DIVING ADVENTURES 

(310) 785-0370 «© Dives Papua New Guinea, Bismarck 
Sea, Solomon Sea, Coral Sea and the Trobriand Islands. 
Offers complete land arrangements and local sightseeing 
and land-based and live-aboard diving services. Booking 
offices: Adventure Express, Tropical Adventures Travel. 
TRANS NIUGINI TOURS 

MOUNT HAGEN « (800) 521-7242, (011) 675-521438 
¢ e-mail: 100250.3337@compuserve.com « Dives 
Papua New Guinea. Beachfront accommodations on the 
northern coast of Papua New Guinea. Booking offices: 
Adventure Express, See & Sea Travel, Tropical Adven- 
tures. Best package: 7 days, 6 nights, includes accom- 
modations (twin share), dives, meals, transfers, all the 
coconuts you can eat, $1,158. 


Philippines 

EL NIDO DIVERS 

(011) 632-810-3611 ¢ Offers over 25 dive sites within 
El Nido Marine Sanctuary in Palawan. Offers a unique div- 
ing experience within a protected marine sanctuary and a 
professional, service-oriented staff. Booking offices: 
Reef & Rainforest Worldwide Adventure Travel; Rothschild 
Dive Safaris; Voyager Aquanauts, (800) 461-2028. Best 
package: from $190 per person, per day. 

TRISTAR SEA VENTURES CORP. 

(011) 632-816-7088 © Dives Batangas, Mindoro, Coron, 
Busuanga, Sulu Sea and Cebu. Offers professional and 
experienced diving services. Dive packages vary: 2 
nights, 2 days, $200; 6 nights, 7 days, $1,540. 
WHITETIP DIVERS 

(011) 632-526-2628 ¢ e-mail: whitetip@mnl.sequel.net 
e internet: http://www.jake.com/DIVE/locker.html « 
Dives sites throughout the Philippines. Largest dive net- 
work in the Philippines, resort-based, safaris and live- 
aboard island hopping. Booking office: Sure Dive UK, 
(011) 441-704-573714. Best package: 2 dives, accom- 
modations, meals, $65 per day. 


Solomon islands 

ADVENTURE SPORTS 

GIZO ¢ (800) 886-7321, (011) 677-60253 « internet: 
http://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery « Dives west- 


ern province and the Solomon Islands. Offers WWII wreck 
dives featuring three aircraft and one 7,000-ton 
Japanese transport, plus reef and wall dives. Booking 
office: Dive Discovery. Best package: $120 per day. 
DIVE SOLOMONS 

GIZO: (011) 677-60199 ¢ HONIARA: (011) 677-21205 
e Honiara: Dives Iron Bottom Sound, Guadalcanal, and 
the Florida Islands; Gizo: Dives Gizo Island, Western 
Province, and Morovo Lagoon. Experienced team of local 
and international divers. Booking offices: PADI Travel Net- 
work, Dive Discovery, Sportours, Landfall Productions. 
Deep Wreck Dive Package: experienced divers only, 2 
tanks per dive, transfers, wreck guide, tours, $56. 
ISLAND DIVE SERVICES LTD. 

HONIARA « (011) 677-22103 © Dives Guadalcanal and 
Florida Islands. Offers nitrox fills, SSI/IANTD training 
facilities, technical diving and tri-mix. Booking offices: 
Adventure Express, Air Promotion Systems, See & Sea 
Travel. Dive package: tanks and weights, transfer to site, 
guide services, $35. 

SOLOMON SEA DIVERS 

WESTERN PROVINCE e (800) 886-7221, (011) 677- 
61224 e¢ e-mail: 102442.3320@compuserve.com ¢« 
internet: http://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery ¢ 
Dives the Roviana Lagoon. DAN oxygen kits and VHF on 
every boat, excellent shark and big fish action, PADI dive- 
master staff. Booking offices: Adventure Express, Dive Dis- 
covery, Island Dreams. Best package: 4 days diving, luxury 
accommodations, meals, excursions, $820 per person. 
UEPI ISLAND RESORT 

(800) 886-7321, (415) 256-8890 © e-mail: 
102447.3320@compuserve.com °« internet: 
http://www.netilus.com/DiveDiscovery ¢ Dives Uepi 
Island reefs. Booking office: Dive Discovery. 


Thailand 

MARINA DIVING RESORT 

PHUKET e¢ (011) 6676-330272 ¢ Dives Similan and 
Surin Islands. Offers a 5-star IDC Center, instruction, live- 
aboard and day trip options. Best package: 4 nights/3 
days, $389. 


Truk 

BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP 

(011) 691-330-2796 « Dives Truk Lagoon and various 
wrecks and reefs. Offers experienced dive staff and pro- 
fessional service. Booking office: Truk Travel Unlimited, 
(011) 691-330-2798. 

MICRONESIA AQUATICS 

(011) 691-330-4096 « internet: http://www.padi.com ¢ 
Dives the reefs and wrecks of Truk Lagoon. Emphasis on 
environmental protection and historic preservation. Book- 
ing office: Continental Micronesia. 

SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 

(800) 424-0065, (011) 691-330-4234 « Dives reefs and 
wrecks of Truk Lagoon. Pro 42 jet boat, fully integrated dive 
operation. Best package: $145 per person, per day 
includes accommodations, 2 dives, guide, lunch, transfers. 


Vanuatu 

TROPPO DIVE 

(011) 678-36638 © Dives Million Dollar Point, Tutuba 
Point and various wrecks. Offers diving, accommoda- 
tions, 2 restaurants, land tours and personalized service. 
Booking office: Sportours. 


Yap 

BEYOND THE REEF CHARTERS 

(011) 691-350-3733 © Dives Miil Channel, Valley of the 
Rays, Yap Caverns and Sunrise Reef. Offers individual 
and group diving packages with a maximum of 5 divers 
per boat. Island-style lunches and barbecues on dive 
days. Booking offices: Continental Micronesia, Great 
Destinations, Poseidon Venture Tours, Tropical Adven- 
tures Travel. Best package: 1 night at private cottage at 
Pathways Hotel, 2 dives, lunch, tours, $167.25 per per- 
son, dbl. occ. 

NATURE’S WAY 

(011) 691-350-2542, (011) 691-350-3407 © Dives 
sites throughout Yap. Offers personal service, emphasis 
on marine ecology. 

THE PATHWAYS HOTEL 

(011) 691-350-3310 ¢ Dives Miil Channel, Manta Ridge, 
Gilman Wall, Yap Caverns, Magic Kingdom and Cabbage 
Patch. Caters to small groups, environmentally sensitive 
dive tours, offers personal service. Booking offices: Great 





Puerto Lah thd 


Destinations, Island Adventures, Reef and Rainforest. 
YAP DIVERS 

(011) 691-350-2300 ° e-mail: 103322.2325@com- 
puserve.com ¢ Dives Miil Channel, Lionfish Wall and Yap 
Caverns. Offers professional dive resort, located on 
lagoon, 5 dive boats. Best package: $135 per person, 
per day without meals. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


indonesia 

M/V BARUNA ADVENTURER, PINDITO, SONGLINE 
CRUISES 

Malaysia 

SPIRIT OF BORNEO 

Palau 

OCEAN HUNTER, PALAU AGGRESSOR Ii, PETER 
HUGHES/SUN DANCER 

Papua New Guinea 

M/V CHERTAN, FEBRINA, GOLDEN DAWN, M/V 
TELITA, M/V TIATA 

Philippines 
PCP HOLIDAY CRUISES/M/Y NAUTIKA 

Solomon islands 

M/V BILIKIKI, BLUE LAGOON CRUISES S.I. LTD., M/V 
SOLOMON SEA, M/V SPIRIT OF SOLOMONS 
Thailand 
ANDAMAN EXPLORER, CRESCENT, FANTASEA 
DIVERS/M/V FANTASEA, GAEA, PIDC DIVERS, SAI 
MAI, SERAPH, WANDERLUST 
Truk 

SS THORFINN, TRUK AGGRESSOR II 
Vietnam 

SONG SAI GON 


PUERTO RICO 


or some reason, Puerto Rico has 

yet to be discovered by the majori- 

ty of American divers. The good 
news for you is that there’s no logical rea- 
son for this. Puerto Rico offers easy 
access: dozens of daily flights from major 
cities. It offers culture: nonstop nightlife, 
excellent restaurants and the fortress of El 
Morro in old San Juan. And it offers top- 
side diversity: from the El Yunque rain 
forest in the east to the cave-riddled karst 
of the northwest to the dry, rolling hills in 
the southwest. 

And better yet, it offers world-class 
diving. Off San Juan, coral gardens reach 
toward the neighboring U.S. Virgin 
Islands. On the southwest side of the 
island, the Parguera Wall stretches 20 
miles and drops precipitously from an 
average depth of 65 feet to more than 600 
feet. And a collection of offshore 
islands—including Mona Island, known 
as “the Galapagos of the Caribbean”— 
offers acres of pristine reefs. 
pm WEATHER: Fairly stable all year, with an 
average temperature of 76F. Rainfall 
varies by location. 
p> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: From a low of 
77F in winter to a high of 84F in summer. 
p> VISIBILITY: Nearshore, visibility averages 
60 to 75 feet. Offshore, visibility improves, 
reaching triple digits in some places. 


> THREE GREAT DIVES: Black Wall, 











where huge sea fans and bushy black 
coral trees hang off the reef face, is 
part of the Parguera Wall. Palominitos, 
off Fajardo on the east end, attracts 
spotted eagle rays and hawksbill tur- 
tles. On Vieques Island, don’t miss 
phosphorescent Mosquito Bay, where 
every night dive becomes an underwa- 
ter fireworks show. 


Puerto Rico 





PUERTO RICO DIVE OPERATORS 


AQUATICA UNDERWATER ADVENTURES 

RAMEY, AGUADILLA ¢ (800) 981-8984, (787) 890-6071 
e Dives Desecheo Island, west coast double walls and B- 
29 bomber WWil-era wreck. Emphasis on service, personal 
attention. Oldest operation on Desecheo Island. Best pack- 
age: 3 nights, 4 days at the Mayaguez Holiday Inn & Tropi- 
cal Casino, 6 dives, breakfast, lunch on board, $325. 
BOQUERON DIVE SHOP 

BOQUERON e- (809) 851-2155 « e-mail: 
chcsella@cogui.net « Dives Parguera Wall, Pargo Wall, 
pinnacles, trenches, Evil Wall, Desecheo, El Negro Key, 
Las Pozas and Mona Island. Discover scuba diving cours- 
es, night diving and PADI certification. Booking office: 
Harrier Tours, (407) 322-4981. Best package: 6 nights at 
Casablanca Hotel, 4 days of 2-tank dives, $595. 
CALYPSO DIVERS 

LA PARGUERA « (800) 866-5816, (809) 899-6212 e« 
internet: http://www.padi.com ¢« Dives La Parguera and 
sites around the island. PADI 5-star IDC, emphasis on 
diver education. 

CARIBBEAN SCHOOL OF AQUATICS 

SAN JUAN « (809) 728-6606 ¢ Dives San Juan and 
Fajardo. Offers half-day sightseeing and snorkeling trips. 
CARIBE AQUATIC ADVENTURES 

SAN JUAN ¢ (787) 724-1882, (787) 729-2929, EXT. 
240 « Dives San Juan and Fajardo. Beach reef dives 4 
times daily, escort guides, caters to small groups. Best 
package: 8 days, 7 nights, 4 dives, not including meals, 
$420 per person, dbl. occ. 

CORAL HEAD DIVERS 

HUMACAO « (800) 635-4529, (809) 850-7208 « Dives 
Puerto Rico’s southeast coast. Offers 2-tank dives daily 
and computer diving. Booking office: Palmas del Mar, 
(800) 725-6270. 

CULEBRA DIVE SHOP 

CULEBRA « (809) 742-3555 ® Dives western side of 


oan REO’ DE ADIE SE iS SCUBA 


Culebra. Offers certifica- 
tions and specialties, 
small groups, personal 
service. 

DESECHEO DIVE 
SHOP 

RINCON e (809) 823- 
0390 ¢ Dives Candy- 
land, Desecheo Island. 
Closest dive shop in 
Puerto Rico to 
Desecheo Island. 

DIVE COPAMARINA 
AT COPAMARINA 
BEACH RESORT 
GUANICA « (800) 468- 
4553, (809) 821-6009 « Dives Fallen Rock, Ballenas 
Wall, Front Porch and Black Canyon. Dives 7 days a 
week, wall 15 minutes from dock, 6 divers max. Best 
package: 3 nights, 6 dives, $399 to $431. 

THE DIVE SHOP 

MAYAGUEZ e (809) 833-6455 « Dives Desecheo Island, 
Mayaguez, Cabo Rojo and Rincon. Located close to dive 
sites. Dives start at $50. New packages available soon. 
DORADO MARINE CENTER 

DORADO « (809) 796-7323, (809) 796-4645 e Dives 
Culebra, Vieques, Fajardo. Offers shore and night diving, 
certifications. 

HUMACAO DIVER SERVICE CENTER 

HUMACAO « (809) 852-4530 ® Dives Palmas del Mar, 
Vieques, Culebra, Icacos. 

MUNDO SUBMARINO 

CAROLINA e (809) 791-5764 « Dives Puerto Rico’s 
east, south and west coasts and Culebra and Vieques 
Islands. Offers experienced and professional diving ser- 
vices. Best package: 2 boat dives, transportation, light 
lunch, refreshments and equipment, $110. 

OCEAN SCUBA SHOP 

YAUCO °« (787) 856-8206 ¢ Dives Guanica, Puerto Rico. 
All dive sites within 25 minutes. 

PALOMINO ISLAND DIVERS INC. 

FAJARDO e (809) 863-1000, EXT. 7917 Dives the 
“Spanish Virgin Islands” off the northeastern coast of 
Puerto Rico, Culebra. Located at resort, emphasis on 
customer service. Booking office: Puerto Rico Tourism 
Company. Best package: 4 days/3 nights, including 
accommodations and diving, $750 to $1,050. 
PARADISE SCUBA AND SNORKELING CENTER 

LA PARGUERA, LAJAS ¢ (809) 899-7611 ¢ e-mail: cbc- 
sella@cogui.net ¢ Dives Parguera, Pargo Wall, Pinna- 
cles, Trenches, Cayo Enrique, Las Pozas and Mona 
Island. Snorkeling trips through mangrove canals in the 
crystal waters of La Parguera, resort courses, five-day 
certifications. Booking office: Harrier Tours, (407) 322- 
4981. Best package: 6 nights at Hotel Casablanca, 4 
days of 2-tank dives, $595 per person. 

PARGUERA DIVERS 

LAJAS « (809) 899-4015, EXT. 131 ¢ Dives La Par- 
guera, Southwest Wall, Black Wall, Fallen Rock, Hole in 
the Wall, the Chimney, Aquarium and Barracuda City. 
20 years experience, small groups only, personalized 
service. Booking offices: Caribbean Adventures, Roth- 
schild Travel. Best package: 3 nights at Posada Porla- 
mar, 2 days of diving (4 dives), tanks and weights, 
breakfast buffet and tax, $250 per person, dbl. occ. 
SEA VENTURES PRO DIVE CENTER 

FAJARDO « (800) 739-3483, (809) 863-DIVE « Dives 
the northeast coast of Puerto Rico. PAD! 5-star dive cen- 
ter. Booking office: PAD! Travel Network. 

SOUTH WEST SCUBA 

BOQUERON e (809) 851-2885 « Dives Mona Island, 
Desecheo, Las Coronas, Margarita and Tourmaline. 
Offers video, shore and boat dives, equipment sales 
and rental, personalized service, snorkeling trips, 
babysitting services. 

TANKS A LOT 

RINCON e (809) 823-6301 ¢ Dives Desecheo, reefs off 
Rincon, Mona. Offers certifications, specialties, person- 
alized service, caters to small groups. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


SAN ANTONIO 
VIKING STARSHIP 


DIVING 


SOUTH AMERICA/ 
BRAZIL 


ith 4,600 miles of coastline, 

Brazil offers as much diving 

diversity as you’d expect in a 
country that’s larger than all other South 
American nations combined. And in the 
world’s eighth-largest economy, Brazil’s 
youthful population, 70 percent of whom 
live by the sea, have made scuba diving 
one of the fastest growing sports in the 
land of Carnival and bodies beautiful. 
> WEATHER: Tropical, except in the 
extreme southern states. 
> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: A warm 80F in 
Fernando de Noronha and Recife in the 
north; expect thermoclines to 60F in the 
south around Angra dos Reis. 
> VISIBILITY: Dependable 70 to 100 feet in 
Noronha. Elsewhere, vis varies from 35 
to 100 feet, according to distance from 
shore and currents. 
> THREE GREAT DIVES: Linger outside the 
off-limits Bay of Dolphins in Noronha 
and watch an army of 600 spinner dol- 
phins pass under you. Sit on the bottom 
at Laje dos Dois Irmaos and watch 30 to 
40 juvenile sharks swim around you in 
this unique breeding area. Shine your 
light on the steamship de Baixo off Recife 
and watch it burst into a ball of orange 
flame crawling with hundreds— yes, hun- 
dreds—of lobsters. 


BRAZIL DIVE OPERATORS 


AGUAS CLARAS 

FERNANDO DE NORONHA « (011) 5581-6191152 e 
Dives Fernando de Noronha Marine Park. SSI, PDIC, PAD! 
instruction, video services, full equipment rental. Best 
package: 2-tank dive, $65. 

AQUAMASTER DIVING CENTER 

PRAIA DE ENSENADA, ANGRA DOS REIS e (011) 5524- 
365-2416, (011) 5521-205-7070 (RIO OFFICE) « Dives 
llha Grande and Ilha de Jorge Grego, 100 km south of 
Rio de Janeiro. Brazil’s oldest diving center, emphasis on 
education. Booking office: Dive Tours. Best package: 2- 
tank dive, all refreshments, lunch, $60. 

ATLANTIS DIVERS 

FERNANDO DE NORONHA « (011) 5581-6191371 e« 
Dives Fernando de Noronha Marine Park. Boats and oper- 
ation geared to intermediate and advanced divers, 
instruction in English, full equipment rental. Booking 
office: Dive Tours. Best package: 2-tank dive, $45. 
DEEP BLUE SCUBA 

RIO DE JANEIRO e (011) 5521-5531680 « Dives 10 
sites off Rio de Janeiro, Abrolhos Marine Park and Angra 
dos Reis (365 islands). Offers professional and personal- 
ized service and high-quality rental gear. Booking office: 
Dive Travel, (011) 5511-8446400. Best package: 2 
nights, 2 all-day boat dives (4 tanks), continental break- 
fast buffet, lodging, BC, regulator, tanks and weights, 
$200 per person, dbl. occ. 

EXPEDICAO ATLANTICO 

RECIFE © (011) 5581-2270458 e Dives wrecks of 
Recife, off northeast coast of Brazil. Offers the most 
experienced tours of the 14-plus wrecks off the coast. 
Booking offices: Dive Tours; Karitas Turismo (Brazil), 
(011) 5581-3411796. Best package: 3 nights and 2 
days of 2-tank diving in Recife, accommodations and air- 
fare to Fernando de Noronha, $1,360. 





Where Sea, Adventure 


and Discoveries meet. 










An underwater kingdom 
takes me where my mind 
has never gone. 

1e water 1s so warm. 
0 clear. 

Around every coral, 
just out of sight, lie new 
discoveries. 

New challenges. 

The world seems so 
far away. 

And yet there's an 
untouched sandy beach 
with a swaying 


tammock just waiting. 





Everything is so easy 
to get to. So easy to enjoy. 





What would I give, 


to stay forever? 


Icacos, Puerto Rico. 


Lscover hint a vacation was always meant to Jo Discover the Continent of Puerto Rico. 


Right here in the U.S.A. 
Only Puerto Rico puts so many vacation 


For additional information, call your travel agent or: 1-800-800-7827 experienices within your reach. 
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Venezuela 





SOUTH AMERICA/ 


ive atlas update: Please add the 
I) country that claims more 
Caribbean coastline and islands 
than any other—Venezuela. Its 1,750- 





Spree ES oe hes RE Be Rate an Orie nw. ok SSE ae eG Se Le Rate Le Re RR A Bie F tei le 2 Sena 


mile-long north coast fronts the 
Caribbean Sea like a white rib- 
bon, and its 72 major islands 
stretch from Bonaire in the west 
to Trinidad and Tobago in the 
east. Along the way are several 
major diving areas as different 
from one another as the samba is 
from a barn dance. 

- WEATHER: Between 75F and 
80F, except in summer when 
they nudge 100F and in winter 
when they fall to the mid-50Fs. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: In Los 
Roques, expect 80F in summer 
and mid-70Fs in winter. Los Testi- 
gos and Los Frailes temps stay in 
mid-70Fs even in summer. 

VISIBILITY: Varies from an eye- 
popping 200 feet in Los Roques, 
to a hazy 30 to 50 feet in the nutri- 
ent-rich waters of Los Testigos. 

THREE GREAT DIVES: Los Testigos’ Cum- 
berland Bank is a shallow feeding ground 
for schools of sharks, barracudas and 
stingrays. The infestation of groupers at 
Los Roque’s Piedra de Guasa is testimony 
to the marine park’s effectiveness. At Los 
Frailes’ Cominoto, schools of balloonfish 
hide in gorgonia trees. 


VENEZUELA DIVE OPERATORS 


OCTOPUS 

PORLAMAR, MARGARITA ISLAND e (011) 5895-611535 
e Dives Bird Rock, Mucura Coral Reef, Los Frailes, Los 
Roques, La Blanquilla, Los Testigos and Los Hermanos. 
Booking office: Dive Tours. Dive packages vary. 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


Galapagos: BELUGA, GALAPAGOS AGGRES- 
SOR I, GALAPAGOS AGGRESSOR II, LAMMER LAW, 
M/S SEA CLOUD, M/Y CORAL STAR I, MISTRAL 
Malpelo: CORAL STAR, INZAN TIGER 
Venezuela: ANTARES Iii, LOS ROQUES NATION- 
AL PARK/AEREOTUY 


alf-wild donkeys roam freely 

among tourists and the Bermu- 

da-style buildings in Grand 
Turk, the capital city of the Turks & 
Caicos. Topside and below, divers like the 
untamed nature of this British Common- 
wealth Colony. From February to March, 
humpback whales migrate through the 
deep ocean passages and divers can spot 
manta rays, sharks and dolphins year- 
round. Equally wild are the deep walls 
accessible from the major dive islands. 





ener | 


7 LOS ROQUES 
, Discover the best-kept diving secret in the Caribbean. ms 


Los Roques, Venezuela's national marine park, now § 
offers a world-class luxury live-aboard, the Antares III. 
+ The 76-foot vessel accommodates 14 
: divers and offers countless virgin dive sites 
a] 





during week-long stays. For the laid-back 
land-lover, Las Posadas still offers comfort- 
able native accommodations based on El 
Gran Roque. Air transfers from Caracas, 
land and live-aboard accommodations, 
and all diving is operated by Aereotuy. 


7 NIGHTS $1495 


MARGARITA 
Discover what Europeans have known for 
years, Margarita offers more of everything 
for less. From world-class, 
five-star luxury resorts, to 
».| OVernight adventure dive 

= — safaris to the outer islands 
aot baa fm of Los Testigos and La Blanquia via safe, 
cae comfortable dive boats, you get more dive 
vacation for your dollar. Octopus, Margarita’s best dive and land tour 
operator, handles all the arrangements. 


a 












Dive Tours represents both Aereotuy and Octopus in North America, 
offering combination packages with discount airfare direct to Margarita. 


roUne hy 800-455-0885 


Fax: f 1 cas ee: 
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IHAWA TT 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO SPLURGE TO SUBMERGE 
from $75 a day 


“The Best Dive Vacation Value Around” 


Tara ltr (SMO leolalicclalmelm@iutitlaelinaciwarvece)iiliitese(lileli ts 
& daily 2 tank dive at the best dive site in Oahu. 
(which happens to be right out front) 


Activities (all under $15) 
Sunset sails on 42’ catamaran 


Bike Rentals - Sacred Falls Hike 


PADI Certifications 
Open Water - Advanced Openwater - Rescue Certificate 


Noa DW bam CO) OR O7.U ie 57.6 Wy 05720 Oe 


Imterested? 


call 808-638-7838 


fax 808-638-7515 
Browse http://planet-hawaii.com/backpackers/ 
Backpacker’s Vacation Inn & Plantation Village 
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se : enciales is the most devel- 

“oped emehe eight inhabited islands, 
boasting a number of new hotels and a 
small casino. But you can still explore 
the wild side of the Turks & Caicos in 





the shallow spur-and-groove forma-. 


tions of Grace Bay, the deep wall of the 
Caicos Passage on Provo’s Northwest 
Point and on day trips to the uninhabit- 
ed islands of West Caicos and French 
Cay. On Grand Turk, where the wall is 
tantalizingly visible just 300 yards from 
shore, outboard skiffs wing divers to 
their favorite wall sites in a matter of 
minutes. Sparsely populated Salt Cay, 
with only one guesthouse, has its own 
unspoiled wall sites and day trips to the 
remote island of Great Sand Cay. 


Turks & Gaicos 


6 —————o —EE 
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excellent 


> WEATHER: Mild year-round, with aver- 
age daytime temperatures ranging from a 
low of 75F in winter to 90F in summer. 

> AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Around 80F in 
summer and a few degrees less in winter. 
> VISIBILITY: Variable, depending on the 
amount of plankton in the water, but there 
are plenty of days with 100 feet or more. 
> THREE GREAT DIVES: Provo’s Chimney is a 
30-foot vertical drop through a shaft 
formed by plate corals. Carry a light with 
you to Grand Turk’s Black Forest to coax 
out the true colors of the five varieties of 
black coral. The massive anchors and 
chains of the HMS Endymion—accessi- 
ble from Salt Cay—are scattered amid 
healthy coral slopes. 


TURKS & CAICOS DIVE OPERATORS 


ART PICKERING’S PROVO TURTLE DIVERS 
PROVIDENCIALES ¢ (800) 833-1341, (809) 946-4232 










Dive the unspoiled 
fexelijie) el-to]) Bas 


URKS S & CAL 
P Waitt units youseeOL 


Be one of the firsthand few to dives Ke 

vertical walls of Northwest. polaerngines 
sheer dropoffs begin at 50-60 feet! 
» Diving,heré rivals the best id ke gi ie 
4 in the Caribbean. Encounter giant — 
» sponges, colorful corals, sharks, 
dolphins, rays, barracuda, rare 
_hawksbill turtle. Nap: 
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Our unspoiled location is still one of 
the best kept secrets offhe 
‘Caribbean. Experience miles of white 
beach and turquoise water. Enjoy our 
PADI 5-Star dive facility atthe === —™s 
beautiful Turquoise Reef Reson'& =. 
Casino. DIVE PROVO, only a little more 
than an hour jet flight from Miami. > 













i Sea afternoon or night dive 
‘for travel betigen 





Furquot se q Reef Hotel & Dive. 
Packages start as 


oh 23. ey or 954-351-9771 low as “$414 


*April 21, 199 / thru D cember 21, 1996, prices subject to change 
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NATURE HAS BEEN 


REMARKABLY FRIENDLY. 


Diving in the Turks & Caicos Islands inns and superb resorts exist in harmony 


has never been more inviting than with benevolent nature. Manta rays & 
migrating whales. Orchids & flamingos. 


Turks & Caicos, 


now. Gentle warmth and _ friendly 
faces welcome you to unblemished the undiscovered 


coral reefs and bottomless walls, 230 Caribbean just 75 minutes from Miami. 


TURKS & CAICOS 
ISLANDS 
BEAUTIFUL BY NATURE 


Providenciales © North Caicos ® Grand Turk @ Salt Cay © Pine Cay 
e Middle Caicos® South Caicos ® Parrot Cay 


Call your travel agent 
or 1-800-241-0824 (US. 
and Canada). 


miles of beaches and the 
clearest turquoise sea. 


Golf, a casino, intimate 
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Discover why 2/3 of the world is covered with water 


» 


Come to Ocean Club in the Turks “a 
& Caicos Islands and | : 
let Art Pickering, 3 
scuba pioneer, open your eyes to 
the virgin reefs beneath the 
turquoise waters of Providenciales. 


Whether you re a novice or seasoned 


diver, Art Pickering’s Provo 
Turtle Divers will deliver a dive 
to remember. 

And because you'll 


the white sand beach of Grace Bay. 
Relax in a deluxe suite with the 
comforts of home. Enjoy tennis or your favorite 
watersports. Play golf at the adjacent 
Provo Golf Club. Test your luck 


ata nearby casino. 


“S 
=> 


thy ~ 
“Caco 


Call your 


Travel Agent or 
1-800-457-8787. For 
Provo Turtle Divers 





A Luxury Beach Front Suite Resort 


call 1-800-833-1341. 
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eventually surface, there's 


Providenciales ¢ Turks & Caiccs Islands BWI 
CIRCLE NO. 102 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


GRAND TURK 


TURKS & -CAICOS ISLANDS 








All properties with 
AC, TV, pool. Fitness center 
Folate m= )alal(omere)e| atoe-1m Ore) e-|B at=\>) im 


FAX 946-2668 


809 °946 2666 


Turks Head Inn 


Fine Grand Turk mansion built 
circa 1840. Modern comfort with 
TV/AC private bath and balconies 
overlooking the ocean. 


Call 


809-946-2466 
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ARAWAK INN 


Beachfront with kitchens, each 
unit can accommodate up to 4 
persons. Dive the Grand Turk Wall 
from our beach! 


809-946-2277 


fax 946-2279 
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98 - RODALE’S SCUBA DIVING 




























IN THE LAID-BACK 
Turks & Caicos, 
FLYING GURNARDS 
ARE MORE COMMON 
THAN AIRPLANES. 
CANNONS MARK A 
SHALLOW WRECK 
SITE (INSET). 





e Dives West Caicos, 
Northwest Point, Pine Cay, Grace Bay, French Cay and 
Southwest Reef. Offers professional diving services and 
was rated a top 5 day boat operator in RSD’s 1996 Read- 
ers’ Ratings. Booking offices: Go Diving; Go/Liberty, (201) 
934-3500; Ocean Connections, PADI Travel Network; 
Poseidon Venture Tours; Travel Plan, (215) 483-8317. 
Best package: 5 nights, four 2-tank dives, airport transfers, 
tanks and weights, guide, boat, taxes, $467 (summer 
rate), per person. 

BLUE WATER DIVERS 

GRAND TURK e (809) 946-2432 « Dives Grand Turk, 
Salt Cay and Turks & Caicos Islands. Offers 15 years of 
experienced, professional local diving services, special- 
izes in wall diving. Best package: 4 nights, 6 dives, 
$346.50 per person, dbl. occ. 

CAICOS ADVENTURES 

PROVIDENCIALES ¢ (800) 513-5822, (809) 941-3346 
e Dives West Caicos and French Cay. Specializes in West 
Caicos sites, night dives, unchartered dive sites, flexible 
profiles. Booking office: USA Travel Network, (800) 513- 
5822. Best package: 8 days, 7 nights, 14 dives, $730. 
CLUB MED/TURKOISE 

PROVIDENCIALES ¢ (800) CLUB-MED, (809) 946-5491 
e Dives Northwest Point, Grace Bay, Pine Cay, West 
Caicos. Offers resort course and open-water advanced 
instruction. All-inclusive resort. Booking office: PADI 
Travel Network. Weekly dive package: 13 dives, equip- 
ment rental, $125. 

DIVE PROVO 

PROVIDENCIALES e (800) 234-7768, (809) 946- 
5029 « Dives Grace Bay, Pine Cay, Northwest Point, 



























West Caicos, French 
Cay. Located on 12 
miles of sandy beach, 
Grace Bay. PADI 5-star 
facility, fast boat. Best 
package: 3 nights, 2 
days of 2-tank dives, 2 
afternoon or night dives, 
buffet breakfast daily, 
Paul Humann fish ID 
book, transfers, $414 
per person, dbl. occ. 
FLAMINGO DIVERS 
PROVIDENCIALES e 
(800) 204-9282, (809) 
946-4193 ¢ Dives West 
Caicos, French Cay and 
Southwest Reef, North- 


west Point. Offers person 
alized diving with 2 
instructors per boat. Best 
package: 6 nights, 5 days 
of diving, $570. 
PORPOISE DIVERS 
SALT CAY ¢ (800) 531- 
7996, (809) 946-6927 
e Dives Salt Cay and 
Grand Turk, Great 
Sand Cay. Whale 
watching, dives vari- 
act ous wrecks, including 
-» the HMS Endymion, a 
46.1 790s wreck in 25 
tol ' feet of water. Best 
re A package: 1 week, all 
meals, 3 boat dives/day, accommodations, $895 
per person, dbl. occ. 
SEA EYE DIVING 
GRAND TURK « (809) 946-1407 internet: 
http://www.interlog.com/~reefnet/GTurk © Dives the 
Grand Turk Wall. Offers full customized diving services, 
support and services for photographers, and E-6 pro- 
cessing, PADI and NAUI instruction. Booking offices: Go 
Diving, Scuba Voyages. Best package: 6 days, 12 dives, 
unlimited beach diving, $810.50. 
TURTLE INN DIVERS 
PROVIDENCIALES ¢ (800) 359-3483, (809) 941-5389 
e Dives the Providenciales area. 


She te eet 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


AQUANAUT, PETER HUGHES/SEA DANCER, TURKS & 
CAICOS AGGRESSOR 


U.S. VIRGIN 
ISLANDS 


he three U.S. Virgin Islands are 
dabs of volcanic rock that rise 
steeply from the blue Atlantic 
water, carpeted with a mix of cactus, lush 


greenery and flowering plants. Below 
water, the rock is decorated with murals 
of corals and filter feeders from encrust- 
ing sponges to sea fans. Steeped in a rich 
maritime history of pirates and shipping, 
the islands also feature a number of 
handsomely encrusted wrecks. 

While St. Thomas, St. John and St. 
Croix share a blend of American conve- 
niences and island beauty, each has a 
different style and pace. St. Thomas, a 
popular cruise ship port, is home to 





numerous duty-free shops and resorts 
catering to divers who like bargain- 
hunting as much as fish-watching. 
Divers and sailors seeking seclusion 
enjoy tiny St. John, where most of the 
island has been declared a national 
park. St. Croix is the island of choice 
for divers looking to max out their bot- 
tom time. It features the popular Fred- 
eriksted Pier, the wall of the Cane Bay 
Drop-off and the twin coral banks of 
Salt River Canyon. 


Flamingo Divers 


WAS YOUR LAST DIVE VACATION LIKE THIS? 


TOLL FREE USA 


THEN YOU SHOULD 
BE DIVING WITH 
FLAMINGO DIVERS! 


HOTEL/DIVING 
WANG @\C) 5 


6 NIGHTS/5 DAYS 


$570 


ad oA?) :) oe OL OO 


(800) 204-9282 


PHONE/FAX (809) 946-4193 
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DIVE THE BEST 


of The Turks & Caicos Islands with 


e West Caicos 

e French Cay 

e South Wall 
& More! 


The Best 
Uncharted 
Dive Sites 
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St. Thomas 


ge’ 


St. Croix 





- WEATHER: Mild year-round, with aver- 
age temperatures in the 80Fs. 

AVERAGE WATER TEMP: Around 80F in the 
summer and a few degrees less in winter. 

VISIBILITY: Varies between 80 feet and 
120 feet, depending on the seas and 
amount of plankton. 
p> THREE GREAT DIVES: Cow and Calf Rocks 
off St. Thomas is a shallow labyrinth of 
swim-throughs, tunnels and undercuts open 
to divers of all skill levels. St. John’s Carval 
Rock boasts dramatic rock formations, a 
variety of corals and occasional visits by 
pelagics. Soak up all the varied sponge life 


you can identify on the nearshore wall of St. 
Croix’s Cane Bay Drop-off. 


USVis DIVE OPERATORS 


ADMIRALTY DIVE CENTER 

ST. THOMAS « (800) 524-7389, (809) 777-9802 « 
Dives St. Thomas and St. John. Offers personal diving 
services, fast boat and advanced dive locations. 
ANCHOR DIVE CENTER 

ST. CROIX ¢ (800) 532-3483, (809) 778-1522 « Dives 
“The Seven Wonders of St. Croix,” Shark Shanty, West 
Wall Salt River, Anchor Wall Drift, Jimmy's Surpasse, 
East Wall Salt River and White Horse Reef. Offers 5- 
minute boat rides to dive sites, maximum 6 divers per 
boat, gear storage, 5-star PADI and IDC instruction and 
immediate return to docks after diving. Dive packages 
vary: 3-day package starts at $165 per day. 

AQUA ACTION DIVE CENTER 

ST. THOMAS « (809) 775-6285 « Dives east end St. 
Thomas, Cow and Calf Rock, French Cap, Carval Rock. 
Caters to small groups only, customized trips, short boat 


4 5 
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Reader Ratings 


USVIs 


Fish Life 3.74 

Big Animals 2.64 
|Healthy Reefs 3.94 
Walls 3.33 
Wrecks 3.51 
Shore Diving 3.77 
Value 3.88 
Overall 3.98 








excellent 





Diving the largest living reef 
in the Caribbean is 


EASY 


It’s easy to dive the best 
sites from V.I. Divers’ 
new boat: 


“CAT*MON*DC” 


The newest and fastest 
boat on the island! 


RODALE'S 
SCUBA DIVING 


“Friendliest staff 
this side 
of paradise.” 


1-800-524-0410 
PACKAGES BEGIN AT $443 sscsssonss 


E-mail: VIDIVERS@aol.com 
http://www.padi.com/vidivers.htm 


1-800-544-5911 
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It’s easy to step right out of 
your (newly refurbished) 
room and onto the dive 
boat when you stay at the 
Hotel Caravelle on the his- 
toric Christian Harbor. 


| 


rides. Best package: 7 days, 6 nights, 10 dives, $720. 
CANE BAY DIVE SHOP 

ST. CROIX ¢ (800) 338-3843, (809) 773-9913 ¢ e-mail: 
10364z.3220@compuserve.com e internet: 
http://www.ecani.com e Dives the north side of St. 
Croix, Cane Bay, Twin Palms and various wrecks on the 
west side. Offers a wide variety of boat, wreck, cave, pier 
and shore dives. Best package: 5 nights, 6 days, $550 
per person, dbl. occ. 

CHRIS SAWYER DIVING CENTER 

ST. THOMAS « (809) 775-7320 @ Dives the east end of 
St. Thomas, including all the cays north of St. John, RMS 
Rhone, General Rogers, Pelican Cay and Eagle Shoal. 
Offers 14 years of professional and personalized service 
with a perfect safety record. 

CORAL DIVERS AT CORAL BAY WATERSPORTS 
ST. JOHN e¢ (809) 693-5938 e¢ e-mail: 
AB355@virgin.usvi.net ¢ Dives Coral Bay. Offers Zen scuba. 
CRUZ BAY WATERSPORTS CoO. 

ST. JOHN ¢ (800) 835-7730, (809) 776-6234 « Dives 
the Caribbean Sea, the Atlantic Ocean and Pillsbury 
Sound. Offers diving 365 days of the year, perma- 
nent staff of 18, two retail diving stores. 3 days, 6 
dives, $198. 

CRUZAN DIVERS 

ST. CROIX ¢ (800) 352-0107, (809) 772-3701 ¢ Dives 
the west end of St. Croix, south shore and Butler Bay 
wrecks. Dives lee side of the island, close to wrecks, 
Frederiksted Pier. Booking office: PADI Travel Network. 
Best package: Best package: 3 nights, 4 days, diving, 
lodging, transfers, $299. 

DIVE EXPERIENCE 

ST. CROIX ¢ (800) 235-9047, (809) 773-3307 © Dives 
the north shore of St. Croix, mini walls. Offers safe, profes- 
sional diving services, fish feeds, PADI 5-star IDC center. Book- 
ing office: Southerland Tours, (809) 773-9498. Best package: 
6+tank dive package, 4 nights, including breakfast, $375. 
DIVE IN! 

ST. THOMAS e (800) 524-2090, EXT. 2144; (809) 
725-6100, EXT. 2144 ¢ Dives Congo Cay, Grassy Cay, 
Tunnels of Thatch, General Rogers, WIT Shoal, HMS 


Specializing in Personal Attention + Daily Scuba Tours « 8:30am Certified Dives 
Wreck, Reef, Night Diving + 12:00 pm Beginner Dives « Certifications & Student 
Referrals » Hotel Pick-Ups « Hotel & Private Home Packages Available 
OPEN 7 DAYS - 8:00 A.M. - 6:00 P.M. 


Still Waters is nestled on a mountain side, creating secluded privacy and breath 
taking sunset views. The brand new, fully air conditioned, one bedroom home 
has a wrap around deck, fully equipped kitchen, and lounge jacuzzi to ease 


your body after a nice day of diving. 


SUMMER SPECIAL PACKAGE: $700 pp/dbl occ 


APRIL 15, 1996 - NOV. 15, 1996 © INCLUDES 6 TANKS OF DIVING PER PERSON, 7 NIGHTS & 8% GOVERNMENT ROOM TAX. 


800-835-7718 


809-693-8999 ¢ E-mail: Divelowkey@msn.com. 


WHARFSIDE VILLAGE ® P.O. BOX 716 © ST. JOHN ¢ US VIRGIN ISLANDS © 00831 
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Dive in the U.S. Virgin Islands and come face to face with the 
biggest names in marine biology. Parrot fish, triggerfish, angels, 
tangs, trumpet fish and gar, to name a few. Plus octopuses, turtles, 





sea horses, rays and on occasion, dolphins and even whales. As well 
as countless undersea gardens, reefs and wrecks. And with up to 
100 ft. visibility, it’s all easy to see. You'll also find no shortage of dive 
shops, run by qualified professionals whol help make your stay 





with us unforgettable. And when you come up for air, youll find 
our islands are as beautiful above the water as they are below. 
To find out how close and easy a great dive vacation can 


be, call your travel agent or 1-800-372-U.S.V.I; or contact 





http:/www.usvi.net/ for Internet access. 


"THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 
Sr. CROIX ¢ Str. JOHN e ST. “THOMAS 


They're your islands. 
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Contact the U.S. Virgin Islands Department of Tourism for more info.: Atlanta, Chicago, DC, LA, Miami, NY, San Juan and Toronto. ©1996 U.S. Virgin Islands Tourist Bureau. 





We'll, have a whale 
of a time in those luxury 
suites after spectacular dives. 


Love those Rum 
Punch Parties! 


mee (Diving and “YZ: 
‘ cag aide g 


and My Friends 
on our Famous 


You could be 
horsing around 
with me! 


Fish Feed! 


Complete hotel and diving packages! 


CALL HOTEL 


800-828-0746 - 809-773-1965 
809-773-5397 fax 





Rhone. Personal service, 
caters to small groups, 
emphasis on individual 
divers’ needs. Booking 
office: Go Go Tours. Best 
package: 3 nights, 4 days at 
Sapphire Beach Resort, 
deluxe accommodations, 
two 6-dive passes, $462.87 
per person, dbl. occ. 

DIVE WORLD INC. 

ST. THOMAS « (800) 467- 
0488, (809) 774-8687 e« 
Dives Coki Point Beach. 
Offers a 5-star instructor 
development center. 
Booking office: PADI Trav- 
el Network. Best pack- 
age: 4 nights, diving, 
accommodations, $520. 
GREEN CAY DIVERS 

ST. CROIX ¢ (809) 692- 
9405 ¢ e-mail: stxscu- 
ba@aol.com ¢ Dives north 
shore dive sites. Only 
dive facility on St. Croix’s 
east end, comfortable 
boat. Packages available 
through Buccaneer Hotel, 
(809) 773-2100; 
Tamarind Reef Hotel, 
(809) 773-4455. 

LOW KEY WATER- 
SPORTS 

ST. JOHN ¢ (800) 835- 
7718, (809) 693-8999 « e- 
mail: divelowkey@msn.com 
e Dives Congo Cay, Grass 


Shoal, Cow and Calf and The Leaf. Offers personalized 
diving services, photographic services. Booking office: 
PADI Travel Network. Best package: 7 nights accommo- 
dations, 6 tanks, luxury guest cottage, water views, 
jacuzzi, $700 per person, dbl. occ. 

PARADISE WATERSPORTS 

ST. JOHN ¢ (809) 693-8690 « Dives the offshore cays, 
open-water sites of St. Thomas and St. John. Offers pro- 
fessional and personal diving services with over 20 years 
of experience in the Virgin Islands. Dive packages vary. 
SEA TRADE LTD. 

ST. THOMAS e (809) 774-2001 ¢ e-mail: 
diveusvi@aol.com ¢« Dives more than 55 dive sites pri- 
marily on the south side in the Caribbean, and many 
wrecks and reef sites. Offers SSI Professional Platinum 
Pro dive services. 25 years diving in the USVIs. Booking 
office: The Scuba Mart Inc., (800) 843-8362. Best pack- 
age: 6 dives, full gear, $175. 

ST. THOMAS DIVING CLUB 

ST. THOMAS e (800) LETS-DIVE, (809) 776-2381 « Dives 
Buck Island, WIT Shoal and the RMS Rhone. Offers a 
wide variety of scheduled dives, including wreck, deep 
and shallow dives. Dive packages vary. Call for rates. 
THE WAVES AT CANE BAY 

ST. CROIX ¢ (800) 545-0603, (809) 778-1805 « Dives 
Cane Bay, North Star and The Pier. Personalized atten- 
tion and instruction from both land-based management 
and PADI dive instructors. Best package: 1 night dive, 
unlimited shore dives, 6 boat dives, accommodations 
(room with kitchen), $499 per person. 

V. I. DIVERS 

ST. CROIX © (800) 544-5911, (809) 773-6045 « e- 
mail: vidivers@aol.com e internet: 
http: //www.padi.com/vidivers.htm ¢ Dives entire 
north and west shores of St. Croix. Personal ser- 
vice, professional staff, custom dive boats. Package 
including 5 nights at Hotel Caravelle, 6 dives, $443. 


800-235-9047 - 809-773-3307 Cay, Little St. James, Gen- LIVE-ABOARD 
- . eral Rogers, Carval Rock, 
809-773-7030 fax Low Key Shoals, Eagle YACHT TRIWORLD 
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You've escaped 
to Paradise. 


Wits titim@e Carinae 


on St. Croix’s 


WONDERS 


1. Anchor Wall 

2. East Wall Salt River 
3. Gentle Winds 

4. Jimmy’s Surprise 

5. Northstar 

6. Shark Shanty 

7. West Wall Salt River 


Don't worry! 
The Dive-Trak™ homing system 
will lead the way. 


_ Now you 
can mark 


your anchor 
line, dive sites, © 
and wrecks for ” 


extended periods and 

quickly relocate 

them—even in the 
poorest visibility. Small, ligntweight, and built to last, 
the Dive-Trak electronic homing system is extremely 
easy to use and surprisingly affordable. 


ay Dive Center in Salt River 


National Park and Ecological Preserve. 
5 Minute Boat Ride to Best Sites 


809-778-1522 
sbi ag 332-DIVE 


Add a new dimension to your diving experience! 


For more information or the dealer nearest you, 
give us a Call at— 1-800-RJE-8527. 


VACATION PARADISE 


1-800-524-2008 xk *& & & IDC 


CIRCLE NO. 107 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


RUBE inrernarionat, ine. 


2192 Dupont Dr., Suite 110, Irvine, CA 92715 
Telephone (714) 833-8423 ¢ Fax (714) 833-8557 
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UNEASO 





How many dive resorts in 
the world can point to 30 
years of continuous opera- 
tion? Answer: You can count them on one 
hand—and not use all of your fingers. 
The Underwater Explorers Society 
opened their doors in 1965 on Grand 
Bahama Island. Back then, its concept 
was bold and innovative: a resort dedi- 
cated to scuba diving. UNEXSO was 
the world’s first. 

Designed as a place where divers 
could feel they belong, UNEXSO promoted 
underwater exploration and adventure. 
That same vision drives UNEXSO today: 
UNEXSO is now the one destination for 
reef, shark, dolphin and shipwreck diving. 





UNEXSO— 
INNOVATIONS IN DIVING 
AND DIVING ADVENTURE > Over 
the last 30 years, UNEXSO has intro- 
duced many innovations that today divers 
take for granted. With its three-hour 
“resort course,” UNEXSO extended “Try 
it, you'll like it” to diving. UNEXSO has 
introduced more than 60,000 people to 
scuba and developed the secondary air 
source, the octopus regulator. UNEXSO 
also pioneered organized night diving. 
UNEXSO has created unique div- 
ing adventures and experiences: Theo’s 
Wreck, a 230-foot steel freighter sunk 
as an artificial reef. The world-famous 
Dolphin Dive permits divers to interact 
in the open ocean with the friendly ani- 
mals. The Dolphin Experience, where 
guests interact with dolphins and their 
trainers at the world’s largest dolphin 
research facility. At UNEXSO, diving 


adventure is guaranteed. 


UNEXSO TODAY > This spring, 
UNEXSO introduced the Professional 
Shark Feeder Program. For students, 
the first step is learning feeding tech- 
niques, understanding shark behavior 
and training in use of the steel-mesh 
chainmail shark suits. Graduates then 


UNEXSO 


CELEBRATING 30 YEARS 









join the UNEXSO Shark Team in 
hand-feeding the sharp-toothed 
predators at Shark Junction. Cameras 
roll to document the action. 

A major expansion project is 
underway to ready UNEXSO facilities 
for the next generation of adventure div- 
ing. The huge Freeport facility is being 
expanded, from 7,000 to 16,500 
square feet. Pelican Bay is a new 48- 
room hotel that was designed with divers 
in mind. The waterfront resort is only a 
stone’s throw from UNEXSO. 

UNEXSO earned its reputation for 
convenient diving. The facilities feature well- 
stocked retail and photo/video centers, 
classrooms, docks, training pools, photo 
labs, even a recompression chamber. 


TRAINING — 
A UNEXSO SPECIALTY & UNEXSO is 
affiliated with PADI, NAUI and SSI. 


Options are resort courses, training from 


OF DIVING ADVENTURE 





- 


It’s not just a dive, it’s an 
adventure. And no one offers 
more adventure than UNEXSO. 


open water through divemaster, specialty 
courses and check-outs and referrals for 
certifications. UNEXSO pioneer Ben Rose 
teaches unique Marine ID courses that 
he’s developed over the last 25 years. 
And UNEXSO’s NACD Cavern Course 


includes dives in three blue holes. 


BOOK IT >» UNEXSO offers two- to 
seven-night diving and accommodations 
packages with all major hotels and resorts 
on Grand Bahama, including the new Pel- 
ican Bay. Two-night packages start at 
$176 per person/double occupancy for 
the Bahamas Princess Resort and $214 for 
the Lucayan Beach Resort. The two-night 
packages include room and three boat 
dives. For reservations or information on 
other resort packages, phone UNEXSO: 
toll-free U.S./Canada at 1-800-992-DIVE 
or 954-351-9889. Fax (954) 351-9740. 


—Text by Rob Curran 
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Fantasy Island 







pssg/agititr iat. 


ow you can travel back in time 
for savings on a Bay Islands 
dive vacation. Fantasy Island is 
rolling back rates to 1989, when the 
resort opened. A week’s package is 
$675 and includes diving, accommoda- 
tions, all meals and Fantasy Island’s 
famed luxury and hospitality. 





FANTASY DIVING IS A REALITY p> 
Fly over the private island in an airplane 
and you'll appreciate why the resort is a 
diver’s fantasy. Stunning reefs and drop- 
offs fringe the property, just a few fin 
kicks from the shore-diving gazebo. 
From the resort on the south shore, a pri- 
vate road crosses the island to the lagoon 
that’s home to Fantasy Island’s north 
shore dive base. In four minutes, a com- 
fortable van transports guests and their 
gear from the resort to the north shore 
docks. During a typical week, guests 
enjoy scheduled boat dives off both the 
south and north coasts of the island, a 
rarity at other resorts. Guests can expect 
to make 22 to 24 dives during their stay, 
including three boat trips daily, night 
dives and unlimited shore diving. 

The scuba center at Fantasy Island is 
a large, modern facility with six roomy, 
island-built custom dive boats. Everything 
a diver needs is conveniently located 
dockside: boats, dive shop, equipment 
rentals, sign-up board, rinse bins and wet 
storage. If you’re hankering to do some 
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shore diving day or night, just phone or 
visit the diver center—the staff will deliver 
your tanks and equipment to the dive 
gazebo. The Fantasy Island dive center 
also offers the complete range of SSI and 
PADI courses and instruction. 


LUXURY, COMFORT 

AND GREAT FOOD P Fantasy 
Island Beach Resort established the stan- 
dard in the Bay Islands for modern luxury 
and amenities. The resort is the only one 
on Roatan with air-conditioned interiors 
throughout. Brisk trade winds cool the 
Bay Islands, but it’s a touch of luxury to 
retreat to air-conditioning whenever the 
needle of your personal thermostat creeps 
into the red. Fantasy Island takes good 
care of your stomach, too: the resort’s 
restaurant ranked number two in the 
world in the 1996 Rodale’s Scuba Diving 
Reader’s Choice Awards. Guests appreci- 
ate a wide range of continental, Central 
American and island specialties. 

The carpeted guest rooms at Fantasy 
Island are the picture of modern tropical 
comfort. The oceanfront rooms in the 
divers’ wing—closest to the scuba cen- 
ter—feature air-conditioning, ceiling fan, 
21-channel satellite TV, full bath, balcony 
and telephone. The larger beachfront 
rooms in the deluxe guest wing offer more 
amenities, including refrigerator, coffee 
maker, hair dryer and bigger bath. 

Fantasy Island offers other ameni- 


Left: Fantasy Island’s assortment of rooms are perfect 
for the diver traveler who enjoys creature comforts. 
Above: Groups stay small and boats stay roomy 

on Fantasy Island’s fleet of five dive boats. 







ties to make your Bay Islands vacation a 
delight: their own VIP Lounge and host- 
ess at Roatan’s new, modern airport. 
Beach pavilion and bar. Disco. Freshwa- 
ter pool. Two lighted tennis courts. Room 
service. Watersports facility complete 
with sailboats, Hobie Cats, windsurfers, 
Jet Skis, sea kayaks, canoes, water skis 
and speed boats. Travel desk for man- 
grove, island and mainland expeditions. 
Car, moped and bicycle rentals. Com- 
plete marina. Conference rooms and 
facilities. Gift shop for snacks and vaca- 
tion sundries. 


BOOK IT > Specials include diving, 
accommodations for a week, all meals, 
airport greeting and transfers. A package 
with accommodations in the divers’ wing 
is $675. A package with beachfront 
accommodations is $875. (Specials are 
available for stays through June 11 and 
from September 15 to December 15.) 

Air connections to Roatan are now 
easier than ever: Fly TACA into Roatan 
on weekends. Or daily fly TACA, Conti- 
nental or American into San Pedro Sula, 
Honduras, or Belize. The new 
Caribbean Air now offers daily service 
to Roatan from San Pedro and from 
Belize City on weekends. 

Call Fantasy Island at (800) 676- 
2826 or (813) 835-4449 for reserva- 
tions, air connections and information. 


—Text and Photography by Rob Curran 


FANTASY ISLAND 
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Dear Dive Professional: 





To receive your FREE subscription to Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING and to 
start earning extra money, just send in the card attached. That’s all!! 


Your position as a dive professional makes you a key decision maker 
in the dive industry. That’s why we want to make certain you receive the 
leading information source in the entire diving community — positively FREE. 


Over the years, Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING has earned the reputation for 
having honest, objective, reliable articles. Both new and experienced 
divers have learned to trust our equipment reviews, travel news, fitness 
tips and more. 


Now, we want to help you earn more and do your job better. As our 
partner in the diving industry, in addition to rewarding you with a compli- 
mentary subscription to Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING magazine, you’ll also receive 
two special bonuses 


* Special cash earning offer .. . see the blue box below. 
* Win $1,000: Dive instructor who brings in the most subscriptions in 
1996 will win $1,000! 


Just fill in and mail the attached response card. We’1ll start your 
FREE complimentary subscription to Rodale’s SCUBA DIVING with the next issue 


(or extend your current subscription). 


So hurry! Send the card in now, and see the blue box to find out how 
you can start earning some extra cash! 


a 









David Taylor 
Executive Editor 


P.S. This offer is available to certified DIVE PROFESSIONALS only. Please 
provide the necessary information on the attached card. If the card 
is missing, call (610) 967-8968 or fax (610) 967-7793. 
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Yueatanza i 
COZUMEL’S MOTHER LODE FOR DIVERS # 


onging to drift effortlessly along 

the world’s most impressive 

coral walls? Feeling that irre- 
sistible urge to submerge in crystal-clear 
azure waters? Bored with watching 
reruns of Hoss and Little Joe on late-night 
cable? Then tune in to Yucatanza and 
ride into a Cozumel sunset with Tropical 
Tours. 

You can hang up your aquatic spurs 
at your choice of two right friendly 
resorts: Casa Del Mar or La Ceiba. Both 
hotels feature the Del Mar Aquatics dive 
center on-property for convenience — no 
horse or other transportation required. At 
the dive center, divers find docks, fresh- 
water showers, equipment rinse and wet 
storage right in the shop. There’s no need 
to lug wet gear back to your room. 

Casa Del Mar is a handsome, 
friendly resort that thousands of divers 
have come to appreciate as their 
Cozumel home-away-from-home. The 
resort features the outside Palapa restau- 
rant and bar for swim-up service when 
you’ re cooling off in the pool. 

La Ceiba is a superior class, full-ser- 
vice resort near Casa Del Mar. Amenities 
include restaurants and bars in the lobby 
and ocean front, boutique, photo shop, 
fitness center, sauna, tennis courts, adult 
pool and children’s wading pool, travel 
and tour desk, car rental center and 
great shore diving and snorkeling. All 
rooms have a balcony and refrigerator 
with a servi-bar. 

The comfortable, modern rooms at 
both Casa Del Mar and La Ceiba feature 
air-conditioning, phone, private bath 
and satellite TV with premium channels. 

Both Yucatanza packages feature 
hotel accommodations, daily breakfast, 
10% discounts on food and beverage per 
room, boat and shore diving, ground 
transfers, hotel taxes and a Yucatanza t- 
shirt. If your attitude is “don’t fence me 
in, pardner,” Tropical Tours includes a 
one-day car rental for exploring the 











island. For Casa Del 
Mar, five days runs 
$269 for September 
through December 20, 
1996 and $305 for 
April 9, 1996 through 
June and includes three 
days of two-tank boat 
dives. The eight-day 
package includes five 
days of two-tank boat 
dives and costs $429 
for September through 
December 20, 1996 
and $499 for April 9, 
1996 through June. For La Ceiba, five 
days runs $309 for September through 
December 20, 1996 and $359 for 
April 9, 1996 through June and includes 
three days of two-tank boat dives. The 
eight-day package includes five days of 
two-tank boat dives and costs $499 for 
September through December 20, 1996 
and $599 for April 9, 1996 through 


June. 


BOOK IT > When you call Tropical 
Tours, you speak to divers. And they go 
beyond “one-size-fits-all”: the experts 
customize itineraries. Tropical Tours fea- 
tures an impressive line-up of destina- 
tions throughout the Caribbean and Cen- 
tral America: Cozumel, Cancun, the 


Both the comfortable Casa del Mar 
(top) and the upscale La Ceiba resort 
(bottom) feature Del Mar Aquatics 
dive centers on-site. 


LA CEIBA —eee 


Yucatan, Cayman Islands, Belize, Costa 
Rica, the Bay Islands, Bonaire, Curacao, 
Aruba and the Turks & Caicos. Accom- 
modations range from budget to all- 
inclusive and luxury, from hotels to dedi- 
cated dive resorts, from land-based 
getaways to live-aboards. In Cozumel 
alone, Tropical Tours offers accommoda- 
tions and dive packages with 21 different 
resorts and nine leading dive operators. 
Phone Tropical Tours at 800-711-4700 
or 713-855-6900 for details and lowest- 
cost airfares. Look for their home page 
on the World Wide Web at 
<http://www.neosolt.com/tropical>. E- 
mail: <diver@neosoft.com>. 


—Text by Rob Curran 


YUCATANZA 
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Fish ‘N’ Fins fleet takes guests to the best diving sites in Palav—the top diving destination in the world 


according to Rodale readers. 


M alau has dozens of extraordi- 
P nary dive sites—all visited by 

x most local operators. But in 
Palau, just knowing where the sites are 
does not necessarily guarantee great div- 
ing. The real trick is knowing the whims 
and ways of the sea, which dictate, to 
those who know its language, when to 
put divers in the water. You'll find this 
expertise neatly packaged with impecca- 
ble service at Fish ‘N’ Fins, Palau’s most 
respected dive operator. 

Established in 1978, Fish ’N’ Fins 
is at the core of Palau’s dive community. 
After decades of working in the dive 
industry, Francis Toribiong created Fish 
‘N’ Fins on the site of what was Palau’s 
first dive shop. Today, almost 20 years 
later, Francis continues the Fish ‘N’ Fins 
tradition of friendly service and great 
diving with the help of his wife Susan 
and the rest of the Toribiong family. 

Fish ’N’ Fins is strategically situat- 
ed along the water’s edge, adjacent to 
the Marina Hotel—just minutes, by foot 
or taxi, from Koror, Palau’s main shop- 





FISH 7N’” FINS 


ping district. The Fish ‘N’ Fins retail 
facility is stocked with dive equipment, 
T-shirts and assorted accessories. Out- 
side, a fleet of small (six- to 10-passen- 
ger) boats are on hand to transport 
guests safely and comfortably through a 
maze of islands to Palau’s best diving. 
The Fish ‘N’ Fins 
staff have, over the 
years, located more 
than 50 unique dive 
sites in the Palau 
Lagoon area. They've 
also uncovered fifty 
ships from the Japanese 
Imperial Navy. The 
most popular sites are 
the drop-offs: Big Drop- 
off, Ngemelis, Peleliu 
and Blue Corner which 
attracts sharks, mantas, 
barracudas, jacks, myr- 


iad reef fish and an endless assortment of : 


big pelagics. Equally intriguing are the 
walls and reefs—adorned with sea fans, 
sponges and enormous soft coral trees, 


woven into a breathtaking tapestry. 

Fish ‘N’ Fins offers two- and three- 
tank daily charters, as well as night dives. 
Instruction is offered for beginners who 
want fo learn to dive, and also for certified 
divers, wishing to continue their underwa- 
ter education. Full day/half day trolling is 
also offered, along with picnic/snorkel 
excursions fo Palau’s mushroom-shaped, 
emerald-green Rock Islands. 

As Palau’s popularity increased 
over the years, the Toribiongs saw the 
need for accommodations that were 
convenient and affordable. So, in 1989, 
with the aid of a Japanese partner, they 
built the Marina Hotel right next to the 
Fish ‘N’ Fins Dive Center. The Marina 
Hotel features an indoor restaurant, 
seaside bar and 27 cozy, air-condi- 
tioned rooms, all with sweeping views 
and private balconies. 


BOOK IT > Dive with the Fish ’N’ Fins 
family and you’re sure to enjoy the abso- 
lute best Palau has to offer. Convenient 
packages are available, which combine 
accommodations, meals and diving. To 
make reservations, or for additional 
information, contact Fish ‘N’ Fins direct 


in Palau. Phone 011 (680)488-2637; 


Francis and Susan Toribiong founded Fish“N’ Fins 
and the Marina Hotel whichis next door to the dive center. 





Fax 011 (680) 488-1725 or write to 
P.O. Box 142, Koror, Palau 96940. Or 


contact Fish ’N’ Fins U.S. agent, Posei- 
don Ventures, at (800) 854-9334. 
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Bayman Bay Club 


HOT MAY DEALS AT BAYMAN BAY CLUB 





uanaja—home to Bayman Bay 

Club—is the tallest and second 

largest jewel in the chain of the 
Bay Islands of Honduras. The hilly island 
is as unspoiled as it is picturesque: no 
cars or roads—just mountain peaks jut- 
ting from the green jungle. 

During May, Bayman Bay Club is 
serving up a tantalizing dive package 
and two underwater photography pro- 
grams. If you're interested, don’t delay— 
call the reservations office today. 

The resort is offering their “Five For 
Five” special for May 6 to 11. For $500, 
divers enjoy five nights of ocean- view 
accommodations, all meals, five days of 
two-tank boat trips, night dive, unlimited 
shore diving, waterfall outing, beach bar- 
becue party and ocean kayaks for explor- 
ing the blue waters around the island. 

Noted photographer Dan Auber 
will teach two week-long underwater 
photography courses. The first runs from 
May 11 to 18; the second, from May 18 
to 25. Each session features a photo 
contest and equipment giveaways. The 
fee for the photo course is $150. 

Bayman Bay is a hideaway with 
gentle sea breezes, spectacular sunsets 
and some of the finest diving in the world. 
Underwater visibility averages 85 to 125 
feet. Just offshore are mammoth corals, 
fringing reefs and impressive undersea 
walls. The reefs surrounding the island 
are a thriving marine environment pro- 
tected by the national underwater park. 
Guangja is famous for its great diversity 
of fish, invertebrates, sponges, and spec- 
tacular hard and soft coral formations. 

With Bayman Bay’s custom dive 
boats, over 30 dazzling sites are just 
minutes away from the dive center. 
Divers can cruise walls, canyons, 
wrecks, grottoes, caverns and tunnels. 

Snorkeling and shore diving adven- 
tures begin in the Club’s own lagoon. 
Day and night, divers are fascinated by 
the living corals, colorful tropical fish and 
unique undersea formations. Several 


channels—some up to 200 feet deep— 
cut through the reef for exotic canyon 
dives right from the resort. 

Bayman Bay nestles in lush tropical 
vegetation on a sandy beach. The three- 
level clubhouse is the resort's striking cen- 
terpiece. The main level features the dining 





Bayman Bay Club.offers guests spectacdlar diving and 
secluded relaxationn the vpspoiled island of Goanaja, 


r 


room, bar and sunset veranda. Upstairs 
are the library, lounge and game room. 
One flight up is the observation deck with 
the best siesta hammock in the islands. 

Meandering paths connect the 
clubhouse and the 18 cottages that dot 
the hillside. Each cottage has a spacious 
bedroom, private bath and veranda 
with ocean view. Cooled by ceiling fans 
and shaded by tropical trees, the cot- 
tages are comfortable year-round. 


The excellent meals at The Bayman 
Bay Club are served family-style in the 
Clubhouse. The bill of fare is a combina- 
tion of mainland, continental and island 
cuisines, including a variety of local 
seafood and fresh-fruit delicacies. Meals 
are a social highlight of the day. 


“ v. 
Po De 


BOOK IT > Attractive low-season rates 
for Bayman Bay Club are available for 
stays between April 27 and Dec. 20, 
1996. A seven-night package with 
accommodations, meals, two dives a day 
and more is $749 pp/do. Phone Bayman 
Bay Club at (800) 524-1823 or (305) 
572-1902. If you’re wired, check out 
Bayman Bay’s stunning web site at: 
http://bayman.lwm.com/bayman/. 
—Text by Rob Curran 


BAYMAN BAY CLUB 
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THE PERFECT DIVE VACATION RETREAT 


t's almost time for vacation — the 

much anticipated migration in 

search of fun, adventure and a little 
relaxation. A week of sunning, funning 
and diving. A week of dragging soggy 
dive gear back and forth to a hotel room 
that doubles as s storage locker. A week 
of extortionist-rate restaurant tabs, nega- 
tively buoyant fast food and dive boat 
capacities that would sink the QE2. 

BUT WAIT! Before you cattle boat 
your way through another dive holiday, 
consider this option. A self-contained 
villa just steps from the dock on the 
country-quiet south side of New Provi- 
dence, Bahamas, the home of Dive Dive 
Dive. It’s not a hotel that offers diving, 
but a dive resort that does one thing — 
caters to divers. The bungalows are 
newly remodeled, air-conditioned units 
that sleep four very comfortably. Fully 
equipped kitchens, color TV, VCRs, pri- 
vate patios with barbeques and maid 
service are standard amenities. Conti- 
nental breakfast is offered and catered 
lunches are available daily. A few 
quirky local restaurants are nearby as 
well as the dining delights along Nas- 
sau’s famous Bahamian Riviera. 

A freshwater rinse tank and spa- 
cious equipment storage room are con- 
veniently located next to the boat dock, 
which definitely makes gear transfer 
effortless. Dive Dive Dive’s easy-on-and- 


DIVE DIVE DIVE 


off dive boats make two tank trips in the 
morning and afternoon. The 36 estab- 
lished dive sites feature dramatic 6,000- 
foot dropoffs, wrecks and movie sets 
from James Bond and Jaws 4. Full-day 
charter trips to Andros, the Blue Hole 
and the Wall at the Tongue of the 
Ocean can easily be arranged for any 
size group. 


If that’s not enough, twice weekly: 


there is a visit to Shark Alley for an up 
close encounter with Caribbean reef 
sharks at feeding time. You will never for- 
get the rush of a six-foot shark gliding 
inches above your head as it homes in on 
the handler’s bait. 

Need more adventure? Think spe- 
cialty courses. Dive Dive Dive is an 
ANDI, IANTD, TDI, NASDS, NAUI, SSI 
and PADI training facility and was the 
first dive operation in the Caribbean to 
offer nitrox certification. Extend your 
diver training with Nitrox, Wreck, Deep 
Diver or Night Diver courses, or complete 
your Divemaster and Master Scuba Diver 
qualifications with First Aid and Rescue 
Diver courses. For lasting memories, try 
underwater photography. Rental camera 
systems, expert advice and same-day 
developing are available. 

Need more than diving? A lone- 
some stretch of beach is moments from 
your villa for lazy afternoon sunning or 


late-night star gazing. If you’re still not: 





tired, try horseback riding, cycling, casi- 
no roaming or a leisurely shopping trip 
along Nassau’s Bay Street. 


er a 
Dive Dive Dive’s recently renovated resort villas 


offer divers a convenient and very comfortable 
alternative to Nassau’s major hotels. 


BOOK IT > The sun is shining, the 
water’s great and Dive Dive Dive is just 
a short flight from anywhere. Call and 
ask about their Spring Escape offer. 
From April 13 through June 29, a 
seven-night stay (based on double 
occupancy) is just $860 for the first 
diver and only $430 for the second. 
For information and reservations, call 
toll free at 800-368-3483 or fax 809- 
362-1994. From Nassau call 362- 
1143. Mention you saw this article in 


Rodale’s for a bonus! 
—Text by Judy Newton 
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HOT SUMMER SPECIALS STRETCH THROUG 


ive Provo wants fo make your 
summer last through Decem- 
ber 21st. Hot specials start at 
$414 pp/do for a jam-packed package: 
Four days at the Turquoise Reef Resort 
and Casino. Two mornings of two-tank 
dives. One afternoon or night dive. Daily 
breakfast buffet. Cocktail party and 
Divers’ Happy Hour with slide show. 
Transfers, hotel taxes and gratuities. The 
package also features a free REEF ID 
full-color book per diver. Travel from 
April 21 - Sept. 30 and get another 
afternoon or night dive free. 

Dive Provo is a PADI 5-Star Facility 
at the Turquoise Reef Resort and Casino 
in Providenciales. It’s also a complete 
watersports center with a friendly, profes- 
sional staff and three roomy, fast boats. 
The 42-foot jet-powered Provo Explorer 






~ «SOPIE V5 “nau 


whisks divers to exciting sites beyond the 
range of slower boats. The dive center 
offers a complete range of PADI instruc- 
tion, including check-outs, advanced 
training and specialty courses, plus NAUI 
and SSI referrals. Camera enthusiasts 
appreciate the Underwater Photo and 
Video Center and E-6 film processing. 


BOOK IT > In June and September 96, 
bring a group of 10 divers and save: Pay 
for eight diving/hotel packages, and get 
two free. Getting to Providenciales is now 
easier than ever: American Airlines just 
added a second daily flight from Miami. 
Phone the U.S. reservations office for 
other packages: (800) 234-7768. 
Ask about the resort’s “Kids Stay 
Free” program. Fax (954) 351-9740. 

—Text by Rob Curran 


KILLER 


Just send us a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
along with a business card or your name, address 
and phone number and we'll make a luggage tag for 
your dive bag. Then, if during their travels, one of our 
employees sees the luggage tag on your dive bag, 


you'll win more RSD merchandise! 


Send it to: 


Luggage Tag - Rodale’s Scuba Diving 


agi 





VISA OR MASTERCARD ORDERS 


SHIPPING & HANDLING—S4 PLUS 
$1 EACH ADDITIONAL SHIRT 


6600 Abercorn St., Ste. 208 - Savannah, GA 31405 


y 
CHECK or MONEY ORDER mail to: 

RSD. T-shirts, 6600 Abercorn 
Street, Ste: 208, Savannah, GA 
31405. Make check payable to 
Ueene ivi ene, ica smel! 


send in for your luggage tag and we'll include 
a Rodale’s Scuba Diving bumper sticker. 











Travel Specialists 
(Continued from page 38) 


e internet: http://www.maluku.com e Andaman Islands, 
Maldives, South Africa, Indonesia, Borneo, Malaysia, Papua 
New Guinea, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam. 


MOORE TOURS 
(800) 527-6366, (214) 907-0915 e Grand Cayman. 


MTM TOURS 
(800) 654-3130, (713) 448-9258 ¢ Baja, Cozumel, 
Pacific Coast of Mexico, Yucatan. 


NABILA TOURS AND CRUISES 
(800) 443-6453, (415) 979-0160 « e-mail: 
nabila@aol.com ¢ Egypt. 


NEAL WATSON’S UNDERSEA ADVENTURES 
(800) 327-8150 ¢ e-mail: Nealwatsons@aol.com e 
Bahamas, Bonaire, St. Lucia, Belize. 


OCEAN CONNECTION 

(800) 365-6232, (713) 996-7800 ¢ Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curacao, Cayman Islands, Saba, St. Lucia, Turks & 
Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama, Mexico, 
Baja, Cozumel, Yucatan, Ecuador, Venezuela. 


OZ DIVE 
(800) 4-PARADISE, (703) 406-2703 ¢ Australia. 


PACIFIC COAST ADVENTURES 

(800) 491-3483, (310) 260-3161 e Australia, 
Bahamas, Baja, Belize, Bonaire, BVIs, Cayman Islands, 
Cocos Island, Costa Rica, Cozumel, Cuba, Curacao, 
Ecuador, Fiji, Florida, Florida Keys, Galapagos, Hawaii, 
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Micronesia, New Zealand, 
Pacific Mexico, Palau, Panama, Puerto Rico, Seychelles, 
Southern Australia, Truk, Turks & Caicos, USVIs, 
Venezuela, Yucatan. 


PACTOURS, INC. 

(800) 245-4129, (671) 649-3221 © e-mail: 
pactours@kuentos.guam.net ¢ Guam, Hawaii, Microne- 
sia, Palau, Philippines, Truk, Yap. 


PADI TRAVEL NETWORK 
(800) 729-7234, EXT. 2; (714) 540-7234, EXT. 2 


POSEIDON VENTURE TOURS 

(800) 644-9334, (714) 644-5344 e e-mail: posei- 
don@mailcalypso.com ¢ Bahamas, BVIS, Bonaire, 
Cayman Islands, Curagao, Saba, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks & 
Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos Island, 
Panama, Kenya, Maldives, Seychelles, Tanzania, 
Mexico, Cozumel, Australia, Fiji, French Polynesia, 
Galapagos, Indonesia, Borneo, Micronesia, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands, 
Thailand, Truk, Vanuatu, Yap, Egypt, Israel, Colom- 
bia, Malpelo, Ecuador. 


REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE 

ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

(800) 794-9767, (415) 289-1760 ¢ e-mail: rnr- 
travel@aol.com ¢ internet: http://www.reefrain- 
frst.com ¢ Aruba, Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, Cay- 
man Islands, Curacao, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, 
Saba, St. Lucia, St. Maarten, St. Vincent, Trinidad 
& Tobago, Turks & Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Hon- 
duras, Costa Rica, Andaman Islands, Azores, 
Kenya, Maldives, Seychelles, South Africa, Tanza- 
nia, Baja, Cozumel, Pacific Mexico, Yucatan, Aus- 
tralia, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Hawaii, 
Indonesia, Kiribati, Malaysia, Marianas, Marque- 
sas, Micronesia, New Caledonia, New Zealand, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Solomon 
Islands, Thailand, Tonga, Truk, Vanuatu, Vietnam, 
Western Samoa, Yap, Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Brazil, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Galapagos, Venezuela. 


ROATAN CHARTER 
(800) 282-8932, (904) 588-4132 « Bay Islands. 


ROTHSCHILD DIVE SAFARIS 

(800) 559-0747, (212) 662-4858 «© e-mail: 
rothsive@ix.netcom.com -e_ internet: 
http://www.empg.com/rothschild « Bahamas, 
Bermuda, BVIs, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Curacao, 
Dominica, Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guade- 
loupe, Jamaica, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Turks & Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Honduras, Costa 
Rica, Cocos Island, Greece, Malta, Andaman 
Islands, Comoros, Kenya, Malawi, Maldives, Sey- 
chelles, South Africa, Tanzania, Mexico, Baja, 
Cozumel, Pacific Mexico, Yucatan, Australia, Cook 


Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Galapagos, Hawaii, 
Indonesia, Borneo, Kiribati, Malaysia, New Caledo- 
nia, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philip- 
pines, Pohnpei, Solomon Islands, Thailand, Tonga, 
Truk, Vanuatu, Vietnam, Western Samoa, Egypt, Yap, 
Israel, Jordan, Colombia, Ecuador, India, Mozam- 
bique, Christmas Island. 


SAND DOLLAR TOURS 

(800) 394-2674, (970) 225-2660 ¢ Bahamas, Bermu- 
da, BVIs, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Curacao, St. 
Lucia, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, 
Cocos Islands, Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, Yucatan, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Hawaii, Micronesia, Palau, Solomon 
Islands, Yap. 


SCUBA TRAVEL VENTURES 

(800) 298-9009, (619) 279-2202 © Belize, BVlis, 
Cocos Island, Costa Rica, Cozumel, Hawaii, Honduras, 
Malaysia, Southern California, Yucatan, Micronesia 
and Palau. 


SCUBA VOYAGES 

(800) 544-7621, (909) 341-1831 °¢ e-mail: 
scubavoy@ix.netcom.com ° internet: 
http://www.mpirenet.com/~voyages/index.htm ¢ 
Bonaire, Curacao, Dominica, Saba, St. Lucia, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks & 
Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Mexico, Cozumel, 
Pacific Coast. 


SCUBAMERICA TOURS 

(800) DIVE-NCL, (305) 567-2600 ¢ Aruba, Bahamas, 
Bermuda, BVIs, Cayman Islands, Curagao, Puerto Rico, 
USVIs, Florida Keys, Mexico, Cozumel. 


SEA FIJI TRAVEL 
(800) 854-3454, (303) 447-3462, (011) 679-850345 « Fiji. 


SEE & SEA TRAVEL 

(800) DIV-XPRT, (415) 434-3400 ¢ e-mail: divx- 
prt@ix.netcom.com « internet: http://www.bat- 
net.com/see&sea * Australia, Belize, Cayman Islands, 
Costa Rica, Egypt, Fiji, Galapagos, Hawaii, Honduras, 
Indian Ocean, Maldives, Micronesia, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Philippines, Red Sea, Solomon Islands, Thai- 
land, Tonga, Truk, Turks & Caicos, Yap. 


SOUTH SEAS ADVENTURES 

(800) 576-7327, (303) 440-8675 ¢ American Samoa, 
Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, New 
Zealand, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Truk, Vanuatu, Western Samoa, 
Egypt, Israel, Jordan. 


SPORTOURS 

(800) 660-2754, (818) 790-4882 e internet: 
http://www.sportours.com ¢ Australia, Bahamas, 
Baja, Belize, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Cozumel, 
Egypt, Fiji, Galapagos, Hawaii, Honduras, Indonesia, 
Maldives, Mexico, Micronesia, New Caledonia, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Seychelles, 
Solomon Islands, Tonga, Truk, Turks & Caicos, Vanu- 
atu, Yap, Yucatan. 


SUNBURST HIDEAWAYS 
(800) 972-9795, (303) 426-4865 « Bonaire, Cayman 
Islands, Honduras. 


TERRA FIRMA ADVENTURES 
(800) 524-1823, (954) 572-1902 « internet: 
http://bayman.lwm.com/baymane Bay Islands. 


THE SCUBA MART 

(800) 843-8366, (407) 585-2329 © e-mail: 
p010435b@pbfreenet.seflin.lib.fl.us © Anguilla, 
Antigua and Barbados, Aruba, Bahamas, BVIs, 
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Curacao, Dominica, 
Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Martinique, Montser- 
rat, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Barthelemy, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Maarten, St. Martin, St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Trinidad and Tobago, Turks & 
Caicos, USVIs, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos 
Island, Maldives, Florida Keys, Southern Florida, Mex- 
ico, Cozumel, Yucatan, Pacific Coast, Australia, Fiji, 
Galapagos, Guam, Hawaii, Micronesia, New Zealand, 
Palau, Truk, Vanuatu, Egypt, Colombia, Malpelo, 
Brazil, Atlantic, Venezuela, Amazon. 


TICO TRAVEL 

(800) 493-8426, (954) 493-8426 « e-mail: tico@gate.net 
e intemet: http: //www.centralamerica.com ¢ Costa Rica, 
Cocos Islands, Pacific. 


TIERRA MAR TRAVEL 

(800) 525-5524, (602) 833-4997 « internet: 
http: //www.geopages.com/thetropics/1660 « 
Bahamas, BVIs, Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Saba, Belize, 


Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos Islands, California, Mexico, 
Baja, Cozumel, Yucatan, Fiji, Galapagos, Hawaii, Indone- 
sia, Micronesia, Palau, Truk. 


TINY BUBBLES EXPEDITIONS 

(407) 744-7884 ¢ e-mail: seiwolf@aol.com ¢ Aus- 
tralia, Azores, Cayman Islands, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
Dominican Republic, Galapagos, Panama, Turks & 
Caicos, Canadian Arctic, Chagos Archipelago, Patago- 
nia, Socorro Island. 


TOUCANTOUR, LTD. 
(800) 465-0769, (504) 465-0769 « Belize. 


TRAVEL OPTIONS 

(310) 724-5350 e Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, French 
Polynesia, Galapagos, Gilbert Islands, Guam, Hawaii, 
Indonesia, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, 
Pohnpei, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu. 


TRIP-N-TOUR MICRONESIA 

(800) 348-0842, (619) 724-5027 © e-mail: 
tntmicro@ix.netcom.com e« internet: 
http://www.empg.com/trip-n-tour ¢ Mariana 
Islands, Micronesia, Palau, Truk, Yap. 


TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL 

(800) 247-3483, (206) 441-3483 « e-mail: 
103520.2014@compuserve.com « internet: 
http://www.travelsource.com/scuba/tadive.html ¢ 
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Dominican Republic, 
Saba, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, 
Cocos Island, Andaman Islands, Azores, Kenya, Mal- 
dives, Seychelles, Tanzania, Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, 
Yucatan, Australia, Fiji, Galapagos, Hawaii, Indone- 
sia, Borneo, Malaysia, Micronesia, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Philippines, Solomon Islands, Thai- 
land, Truk, Vanuatu, Yap, Egypt, Israel, Ecuador, 
Venezuela. 


TROPICAL TOURS, INC. 
(800) 711-4700, (713) 855-6900 ¢ e-mail: 
diver@neosoft.com o) internet: 


http://www.neosoft.com/tropical ¢ Aruba, Bonaire, 
Cayman Islands, Curacao, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Costa 
Rica, Honduras, Baja, Cozumel. 


TROPICAL TRAVEL REPRESENTATIVES 

(800) 451-8017, (713) 367-3386 ¢ e-mail: 
tropical@sat.net ¢ internet: http://www-sat.net./~trop- 
ical e¢ Aruba, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos Islands 
and Pacific. 


U.S. DIVE TRAVEL 

(206) 937-7484 « internet: http://www. Seat- 
tleWeb.com/DiveTravel » Bahamas, Bonaire, Cayman 
Islands, Saba, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Martin, Turks & 
Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos Island, 
Maldives, Seychelles, Mexico, Baja, Cozumel, Aus- 
tralia, Cook Islands, Fiji, Galapagos, Hawaii, Indone- 
sia, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, 
Tonga, Truk, Egypt, Israel, South America. 


UNDERSEA EXPEDITIONS, INC. 

(800) 669-0310, (619) 270-2900 « e-mail: under- 
seax@aol.com ¢ Saba, Turks & Caicos, Belize, Hon- 
duras, Costa Rica, Cocos Island, Mexico, Cozumel, Aus- 
tralia, Queensland, Fiji, Galapagos, Micronesia, Palau, 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Truk, Yap. 


UNIREP, LTD. 
(800) 521-7242, (213) 256-1991 « Fiji, Papua New Guinea. 


USA TRAVEL NETWORK 

(800) 771-1133, (954) 467-1133 ¢ Bahamas, BVls, 
Bonaire, Cayman Islands, Curagao, Dominica, Domini- 
can Republic, Grenada, Jamaica, Saba, St. Barthele- 
my, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Maarten, Turks & 
Caicos, Belize, Honduras, Costa Rica, Cocos Island, 
Florida Keys, Mexico, Cozumel, Yucatan, Micronesia, 
Palau, Truk. 


WATERHOUSE PHOTO TOURS 

(800) 272-9122, (305) 451-2228 « Antigua & Barbuda, 
Aruba, Australia, Bahamas, Belize, BVIs, Bonaire, 
California, Cayman Islands, Costa Rica, Cozumel, 
Curacao, Dominica, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Fiji, 
Florida, Galapagos, Grenada, Hawaii, Honduras, 
Indonesia, Israel, Kenya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mar- 
tinique, Micronesia, New Zealand, Palau, Papua New 
Guinea, Panama, Puerto Rico, Saba, St. Lucia, St. 
Maarten, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, St. Martin, 
Thailand, Trinidad & Tobago, Truk, Turks & Caicos, 
Tuvalu, USVIs, Vanuatu, Yap, Yucatan. 


WATERWAYS TRAVEL 
(800) 928-3757, (818) 376-0341 « Australia, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Micronesia. 








Simply tear out the reply card, circle the numbers preceding the names 
of the companies which interest you, fill out your name and address, | 
affix postage, and drop it in the mailbox. You’ll soon be receiving 


information which will help make your diving more enjoyable! 





DIVE DESTINATIONS 
ARUBA 
|. AIR ARUBA |-300-677-7888 See ad pg. 47 
2. ARUBA PALM BEACH |-800-345-2782 See ad pg. 39 
3. ARUBA TOURISM |-300-10-ARUBA See ad pg. 47 
4. PELICAN WATERSPORTS 0! 2978-31228 See ad pg. 47 


5. RED SAIL SPORTS/ARUBA |-800-255-6425 —See ad pg. 47 
6. SCUBA ARUBA 0)! |-2978-34142 See ad pg. 47 
7. UNIQUE SPORTS OF ARUBA 0)! |-2978-60096 See af a 47 


BAHAMAS 


8. BAHAMAS MINISTRY OF TOURISM |-800-866-DIVE See ad pg. 53 


9. DIVE ABACO 1-800-247-5338 See ad pg. 56 
10. DIVE DIVE DIVE |-800-368-3483 See ad pg. 54 
11. EXUMA FANTASEA 1-309-336-3483 See ad pg. 114 
12. GRAND BAHAMA ISLAND TOURISM/UNEXSO 

|-800-992-DIVE (3483) See ad pg. 55 


Ps 
13. LUCAYAN BEACH/UNEXSO |.800-992-DIVE (3483) See ad pg. 54 
14, SMALL HOPE BAY LODGE 1-300-223-4961 See ad pg. 56 


15. STELLA MARIS | -800-426-0466 See ad pg. 56 
16. STUART COVE’S DIVE SOUTH OCEAN 

1-800-646-3333 See ad pg. 55 
17. SUNSKIFF | -800-33 |-5884 See ad pg. 114 
18. UNEXSO |-800-992-DIVE (3483) See ad pg. 52 


19. VALENTINE’S DIVE CENTER |-800-383-6480 See ad pg. "1 14 
20. WALKER’S CAY 1-800-513-5257 See ad pg. 56 


BARBADOS 


21. HIGH TIDES WATERSPORTS !-809-432-131! See ad pg. 72 
22. THE DIVE SHOP |-809-426-9947 See ad pg. 72. 


BAY ISLANDS/HONDURAS 


23. ANTHONY’S KEY RESORT !-800-227-3483 See ad pg. 69 
24. BAY ISLANDS BEACH RESORT |-800-4 ROATAN See ad pg. 117 
25. BAYMAN BAY CLUB |-800-524-1823 See ad pg. 68 
26. FANTASY ISLAND BEACH RESORT 

1-800-676-2826 See ad pg. 68 


27. LAGUNA BEACH RESORT |-800-668-8452 — See ad pg. 66 
28. POSADA DEL SOL/INN OF THE SUN 

1-800-642-3483 See ad pg. 68 
29. ROATAN CHARTER, INC. |-800-282-8932 See ad pg. 67 
30. UTILA REEF RESORT |-800-263-9876 See ad pg. 116 


BELIZE 


31. ADVENTURE’S IN WATERSPORTS |-800-648-8990 See ad pg. 65 
32. BELIZE TOURIST BOARD !-800-624-0686 — See ad pg. 65 
33. BOTTOM TIME DIVE SHOP/BZ TRAVEL SERVICES 


|-800-382-7776 See ad pg. 115 
34. JOURNEY’S END |-800-460-5665 See ad pg. 65 
35. RAMON’S VILLAGE |-800-624-4215 See ad pg. 65 
36. RUM POINT INN |-800-747-138| See ad pg. 65 
37. SOULSHINE RESORT |-800-290-6082 See ad pg. 65 
BERMUDA 

38. BERMUDA DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM 

|-800-821-I See ad pg. 57 
39. BLUE WATER DIVERS |-441-234-1034 See ad pg. 57 
40. FANTASEA DIVING |-441-236-6339 See ad pg. 57 
4|. SOUTHSIDE SCUBA |-441-238-1833 See ad pg. 57 


BONAIRE 


42. DIV FLAMINGO RESORTS |-800-367-3484 See ad pg. 49 
43. PLAZA RESORTS BONAIRE |-800-766-6016 See ad pg. 49 
44. SAND DOLLAR CONDOMINIUM RESORT 


1-800-288-4773 See ad pg. 48 

45. TOURISM CORPORATION OF BONAIRE “ 

|-800-U-BONAIRE See ad pg. 49 
CALIFORNIA 

46. SUNDIVER | -3/0-493-095| See ad pg. 116 
CARIBBEAN 

47. CARIBBEAN TOURISM COALITION 

1-800-356-9999 EXT. 318 See ad pg. 19 

143. DIVE DOMINICA | -809-448-2 188 See ad pg. 72 

48. TIDCO |-800-595-I TNT See ad pg. 71 


CAYMAN ISLANDS 


49. BRAC REEF BEACH RESORT |-800-327-3835 See ad pg. 63 


50. CLARION GRAND PAVILION 1-809-947-5656 See ad pg. 63 
51. COCONUT HARBOUR !-300-552-628| See ad pg. 64 
52. GRAND CAYMAN BEACHFRONT HOME 

1-216-524-1000 See ad pg. 114 
53. RED SAIL SPORTS |-800-255-6425 See ad pg. 60 


54. SISTER ISLANDS TOURISM ASSOC. (SITA) 

|-800-346-3313 See ad pg. 61 
55, SOUTHERN CROSS CLUB 200-899-2582 Se ad pg. 64 
56. TREASURE ISLAND DIVERS 1-300-872-7552 See ad pg. 62 


COZUMEL/MEXICO 


57. AQUA SAFARI/DIVE TOURS |-800-433-0885 See ad pg. 83 


144, BLUE BUBBLE DIVERS |-800-878-9853 See ad pg. 82 
58. DIVE HOUSE |-800-346-61 4 See ad pg. 87 
59. DIVE PARADISE |-800-308-5125 See ad pg. 84 
60. DIVE TOURS |-800-433-0885 See ad pg. 88 
61. FIESTA AMERICANA COZUMEL REEF HOTEL 

1-800-346-6116 See ad pg. 87 
62. GRAND CLUB, INC. 1-800-504-0552 See ad pg. 115 


63. ISLAND DREAMS TRAVEL !-800-336-6116 See ad pg. 87 
64. MELIA MAYAN PARADISUS !-800-336-3542 See aiue pg. 85 


65. PLAZA LAS GLORIAS |-300-433-0885 See ad pg. 83 
66. REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADVENTURE TRAVEL 
|-800-794-9RNR See ad pg. 116 
67. SCUBA DU 01 -52-987-3397 See ad pg. 114 
68. TROPICAL TOURS INC. 1-800-711-4700 See ad pg. 86 
FLORIDA 
70. GIANT STRIDE CHARTERS |-800-WPB-DIVE See ad pg. 115 
FLORIDA KEYS 
71. AQUA NUTS/KELLY’S ON THE BAY 
1-800-226-0415 See ad pg. 75 


72. FLORIDA KEYS DIVE CENTER 1-800-433-8946 See ad pg 75 
73. IPS A DIVE WATERSPORTS |-800-934-8377 See ad pg. 76 


HAWAII 


74, ATLANTIS REEF DIVERS |-800-554-6267 See ad pg. 79 
75. ECO-ADVENTURES |-808-329-71 6 See ad pg. 79 
76, HAWAIIAN DIVERS |-200:525PAD| See ad pgs. 79 & 114 
77. MANTA RAY DIVES |-200-98-MANTA See ad pg. 79 
MIDWEST 
78. BONNE TERRE MINE |-314-731-5003 See ad pg. WIT 
PACIFIC 


79. CONTINENTAL MICRONESIA |-800-900-7657 See ad pg. 92 
80. DIVE DISCOVERY/BILIKIKI CRUISES LTD 


|-800-886-7321 See ad pg. 114 
81. DIVE DISCOVERY/DIVE GIZO/ADVENTURE SPO! 
|-800-886-7321 See ad pg. 114 
82. DIVE DISCOVERY/SAM’S DIVE TOURS 

1-800-886-7321 See ad pg. 116 
83. FISH ‘N FINS 01|-680-489-2637 See ad pg. 91 
84. PACTOURS 1-300-245-4129 See ad pg. 92 
85. PALAU DIVING CENTER/CARP ISLAND RESORT 

01 1-680-488-2978 See ad pg. 90 


86. PALAU PACIFIC RESORT 0! !-630-488-2600 — See ad pg. 91 
87. PALAU VISITORS AUTHORITY 0) |-680-488-2793 See ad pg. 90 
88. POSEIDON VENTURES |-800-854-9334 See ad pg. 91 
89. SAM’S DIVE TOURS |-800-886-732! See ad pg. 90 
90. SEAWARD HOLIDAYS/S. S. THORFINN 

O1 1-691-330-4302 See ad pg. 91 
91. SPLASH 0! |-680-488-2800 See ad pg. 117 
92. SUNDANCE TOURS & DIVE SHOP 

1-808-325-5000 See ad pg. 116 
93. THE CAROLINES RESORT 0! |-680-488-3754 See fi pg. 90 
94. TRIP N TOUR MICRONESIA |-800-348-0842 See ad pg. 91 


95. TRUK STOP HOTEL 01 1-691-330-4732 See ad py. 92 
PUERTO RICO 
96. PUERTO RICO TOURISM |-200-866-7827 See ad pg. 95 
TURKS & CAICOS 
97. ARAWAK INN 1-809-946-2271 See ad pg. 98 
98. CAICOS ADVENTURES 1-800-513-5822 See ad pg. 99 


Pend") Bee RODALE'S SCUBA DIVING 


99. DIVE PROVO | -800-967-3483 See ad pg. 97 
100. FLAMINGO DIVERS 1-800-204-9282 See ad pg. 99 
101. GUANAHANI BEACH RESORT 

|-809-946-2666 See ad pg. 98 
102. OCEAN CLUB |-800-457-8787 See ad pg. 98 
103. SEA EYE DIVING |-809-946-1407 See ad pg. 98 


104. PROVO TURTLE DIVERS |-300-833-1341 See ad pg. 98 
105. TURKS & CAICOS TOURISM BOARD 

1-800-241-0824 See ad pg. 97 
106. TURKS HEAD INN 1-809-946-2466 See ad pg. 98 


UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 


107. ANCHOR DIVE |-800-532-DivE See ad pg. 102 
108. DIVE EXPERIENCE |-800-235-9047 See ad pg. 102 
109. LOW KEY WATERSPORTS |-800-835-7718 See ad pg 100 
110. UNITED STATES VIRGIN ISLANDS 


|-800-372-USVI See ad pg. 101 
11. VI DIVERS 1-800-524-0410 See ad pg. 100 
VENEZUELA 

112. DIVE TOURS/AEROTUY/OCTOPUS 
1-800-433-0885 See ad pg. 96 


DIVE EDUCATION & INSTRUCTION 


113. CORAL CAY CONSERVATION 1-305-534-7638 See ad pg 114 
114. D.A.N. |-800-446-267! See ad pg. O7 


115. OCEAN CORPORATION |-800-32!-0298 See ad pg. 33 
116. PDIC INTERNATIONAL |-7!7-342-1276 See ad pg. 15 
117. SCUBA EMPORIUM |-800-778-DIVE See ad pg. 114 


DIVE EQUIPMENT 


118. IDEATIONS DESIGN, INC. 1-800-275-4332 — See ad pg. 114 


119. OZTEX, INC. |-503-644-2485 See ad pg. 19 
120. UWATEC |-00-804.DIE See ad pg. C3 
DIVE TRAVEL SPECIALIST 
122. BAHIA TOURS | 800-227-3483 See ad pg. 116 


123. BLUE BONNETT TOURS |-800-334-8582 See ad Hi 1S 
124. BLUE LAGOON ADVENTURES INC. 

1-516-628-3100 See ad pg. 116 
125. CARIBBEAN ADVENTURES |-800-934-DIVE See ad pg. 115 
126. DIVE TOURS/APPLE VACATIONS 

1-800-433-0885 See ad pg. 39 
127. DUET TRAVEL |-800-990-3839 See ad pg. WN7 
145. GREAT SOUTHERN ISLAND ADVENTURES 
1-800-748-8733 See ad pg. 116 
128. POSEIDON VENTURES |-800-854-9334 See ad pg. 88 
129. REEF & RAINFOREST WORLDWIDE ADVENTURES TRAVEL 
|-800-794-9RNR See ad pg. 1N7 
130. TROPICAL ADVENTURES TRAVEL |-300-247-3483 See Ae, i: 113 


LIVE-ABOARDS 


131. AGGRESSOR FLEET |-800-348-2628 See ad pg. 43 
132. EXPLORER VENTURES LTD |-800-322-3577 See ad pg. 44 
133. NEKTON DIVING CRUISES 


1-800-899-6753 EXT. ROD See ad pg. 45 

134. PETER HUGHES |-800-932-6237 See ad pg. 41 

135. SOLMAR V 1-800-344-3349 See ad pg. 82 

136. sv liad BAREFOOT CRUISES 

|-800-327-260 See ad pg. 45 
MISCELLANEOUS 

137. BROADREACH |-919-833-1907 See ad pg. 114 

138. IDENTITY CHECK PRINTERS See ad pg. 115 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

139. BERGER BROS. CAMERA & VIDEO 

1-800-262-4160 See ad pg. 36 

140. HELIX |-800-33HELIX See ad pg. 35 

141. IKELITE |-317-923-4523 See ad pg. 18 

142. UNDERWATER PHOTO TEC 

|-603-432-1997 See ad pg. 116 
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Explorers 
(Continued from page 27) 


know that that meant anything,” he recalls. 
“This was the Jurassic. Back then, people 
were building their own rigs out of fire 
extinguishers and going down with any- 
thing.” As underwater and photographic 
technology developed, Kristof and partners 
like Woods Hole Oceanographic Institu- 
tion senior scientist Bob Ballard molded it 
for their own purposes. Using a remote 
camera and a 16mm lens, he shot the first 
picture of a submersible working deep— 
Alvin, puttering 12,000 feet down in the 
Cayman Trough in 1976. One year later, 
Kristof was part of the team that sent a 
camera sled into hot deep sea vents 9,000 
feet down in the Galapagos Rift and pro- 
duced the first images of an ecosystem 
unlike anything else on earth. “The food 
chain begins with this bacteria that feeds on 
the hydrogen sulfide in the vent,” Kristof 
explains. “The sun isn’t involved at all. And 
these bacteria could make up more than 50 
percent of the planet’s bio-mass. It was like 
meeting God, and discovering that God is 
this gigantic mass of white bacterium.” 

In the late 1970s, Kristof sketched 
out a station wagon-sized sled outfitted 
with electronic cameras that he figured 
could advance the search for the Titanic. 
With Navy money, Ballard built this con- 
traption—the Argo—in the early 1980s, 
and, in 1985, it located the Titanic in 
12,400 feet of water and photographed 
the wreck for the first time. In 1991, a 
team that included Kristof introduced 
IMAX technology to deep water by mak- 
ing the documentary Titanica. 

“T guess I’ve done the whole Indiana 
Jones bit with my life,” muses Kristof, 
who somehow found time away from the 
water during the last three decades to 
amass an equally impressive topside port- 
folio—the Vietnam War, the space pro- 
gram, the Serengeti, Air Force jet fighters. 
But Kristof is eclipsing all of this with his 
current project—a $6 million IMAX film 
on the hot water vent ecosystems, the 
most expensive nature documentary ever 
conceived. The project involves two Rus- 
sian Mir subs, high-definition cameras 
and development money provided by Jim 
Cameron, director of The Abyss and the 
Terminator films. Kristof is pumped: “The 
vent ecosystem has changed the way scien- 
tists are searching for life on other planets. 
This film will probably be the closest thing 
to visiting another planet that people will 
get to experience for generations.” iF) 


Paul Kvinta is an RSD field editor. 








| « 85 feet of comfort and personalized service 
« 6 staterooms with private baths 
« A world-class Caribbean destination 

| « Fish filled, action packed diving 
« PLUS land-based & inland eco-expeditions 





* From Only $480 weekly 
includes 3-tank boat diving 
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&) WITH FAMED 





















>» 3-tank daily dives 
Custom Fast Boats 
Experienced Diver Program 
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‘> Awards 4 
ae A pet 
First Lace ; 


WA 206-441-3483 ° FAX 206-441-5431 





Favorite Travel Specialist Favorite Travel Specialist 





AN 
ABSOLUTE 
WORLD 
CLASS 
EXPERIENCE 


ict: STE en 
Sarge . 


M/V BILIKIKI 
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¢ 127 feet of pure comfort 

¢ Ten staterooms with private bath 

¢ Only $296 per night 

¢ A PHENOMENAL DIVING EXPERIENCE 


M/V Manthiri 





SIPADAN ISLAND RESORT 
¢ Rated the World’s Best Shore Diving 

¢ 3 boat dives daily with Borneo Divers 

¢ 2800 foot wall only 30 ft. offshore | 
¢ $1125 weekly all-inclusive 






Red Sea’s greatest fleet of live-aboards 
80 foot Ghalaza 1 & Ghazala Voyager 
© 94 foot Ghazala Explorer & Ghazala Adventurer 
‘OR land-based from only $825 weekly 
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Don't get lost at sea; be found 
with DiveeAlert, the surface 
signaling device that emits a loud 
blast heard up to a mile away. 
Quick disconnect fittings allow 
easy integration with most power 
inflators and low pressure hoses. 
Models now available for 
SeaQuest® AirSource and 
Scubapro® A.LR. 2. 


Ideations © 800 275 4332 
206 281 0067 © FAX 206 285 6897 


U.S. Patent No. 4950107 
and foreign patents 
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SCUBA EMPORIUM 


Often copied never equaled 
PADI INSTRUCTOR LEVEL TRAINING 


& Customized Programs 


> We offer instructor workshops monthly 
as well as our Retail Business Course. 


JOIN US IN: 
¢ ALSIP, IL 


e SUN DIVERS IN NEGRIL JAMAICA 
e FLORIDA KEYS 
& PADI IE AND MFA, AS WELL AS MSDT 
TRAINING FOLLOW IDC’S 


Contact: Patrick Hammer 
SCUBA EMPORIUM 
12003 S. Cicero Ave. ¢ Alsip, IL 60658 
800-778-DIVE « Fax 708-301-0293 
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HARBOR ISLAND, BAHAMAS 


300-335-6430 


(809) 333-2309 
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- YOUR CHOICE 
A small 2 Bd. 1 Ba. as low as 


US $400/wk 


or a very large 3 Bd. 3 Ba. as low as 
US $1100/wk 


CIRCLE NO. 52 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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NASSAU 
Sunskiff Divers Ltd. 


Small Group Diving Aboard 30' Scarab 
Out Island Day Trips and Charters 
NAU! - PADI Certifications & Referrals 
Dive Packages From $198.00 
800-331-5884 in U.S.A. WF Field 
809-362-1979 in NASSAU ss LA station 
~ €- Bea Bim a = Em Bow: 
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“The Bestin \ " 
“Small Group 
Diving” 


Gu afr at- ee 
ie BD ne BP ab re ey 


Daily Dive Trips, 
morning, afternoon, 
and night dives 
> S all Groups 
[> Fastest Custom Dive Boats 
[> Experienced Divemaster 
[C> PADI and NAUI 
Instructions 
[>> All Levels/Referrals 
Welcome 
[> Hotel/Dive Packages 
Available 


Buy a 5 day beat dive-package 
aud in your 4th day get a special 


Dive Gift!!! 





FAX Q11-52-987-241 30 


P.O. Box 137, Cozumel, Q@.Roo 77600 Mexico 





CIRCLE NO. 67 ON READER SERVICE CARD 














Stunning alls reefs oe sc offs Perfect intact 
Wwil shipwreck 446' long for recreational divin 
Warm clear waters! Gizo Island offers a na a 
idyllic South Pacific paradise getaway! 







(2. @ ADVENTURE SPORTS GIZO 
800-886-7321 
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DIVE Sainte tei HAWAII 
6 nights hotel ¢ 


3-2 tank boat dives * $390 pp/d. occ. 


yr 1-800-525-PADI 
Lae um | King Kamehameha Hotel 
HOWOIION = 755660 Palani Rd. 


—Saerer DIVERS Kailua-Kona HI 96740 
1-808-329-KONA 
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Exuma Pautarea 
Tue Banamas Experts 
IN Eco Diving Wuo Do It Rigut!!!! 





¢ Only PADI Certified Underwater Naturalist 
Instructors lead dive groups. 

¢ Small ratio of 2 to 8 divers MAXIMUM per 
instructor guarantees the ultimate in studying, 
viewing, and experiencing marine eco-systems. 

¢ Owner/Instructor Ed Haxby, a marine biologist 
who has lived and worked in the Bahamas 
for 28 years, and his expert staff help you to 
become a part of the marine environment, not 
just an outside observer. 

¢ Blue Hole eco-systems our specialty. 


PO. Box 29261, Georgetown, Exuma, Bahamas 


Tel. & Fax (809) 336-3403 
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Bilikiki Cruises Ltd. 


Luray Lweaboud Dive Vessels 
Solomon Islands 









M.YV. BILIKIKI 
rie M.V. SPIRIT OF SOLOMONS 


.. /800-886-7321 
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| Other Programs Sail/Sea Kayak Wilderness 
TEL 919-467-4272 FAX: 919-460-6638 
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Expeditions to The CARIBBEAN 
and The INDO-PACIFIC 


DIVE TO CONSERVE THE WORLDS CORAL REEFS 
Coral Cay Conservation needs adventurous volunteers to spend 
1-3 months surveying a variety of marine habitats as part of the 
Belizean and Filipino Governments’.“Coastal Zone Management” 
Initiatives. Based on ae remote coral islands, divers will 


1825 NE 149 Street Miami: FL 33184 
Tel: 305 945 6789- Fax: 305 945 0300 
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DIVING, 
All-Inclusive @lueinNe 
3 Night-2 Day }. 
Dive Package 
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Other Fine Resorts 
Available in: 
«Cozumel» Belize 
*Cancun~ »* Roatan 
*Akumal ~ « Nassau 


$j 
WN 
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a 


Special Airfare Available! 
Ask about our (KUNE ae 
DIVER MEMDERSID PRON 


AMBERGRIS CAYE 


DivE BELIZE 


Ne 


aw A 
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WE OFFER GREAT DIVE & TRAVEL 


PACKAGES! CALL US FOR A QUOTE 
ON YOUR SPECIAL TRIP. 


BZ TRAVEL SERVICES 


1-800-382-7776 
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Blue Bonnett Lourt 
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Jungle, Beaches, Snorkeling, River Rafting, Trekking, 
Cycling, Horse Riding, Kayaking, Canoeing, Scuba Diving, 
Archeology, Tropical Islands, Rain Forest, Bird Watching, 
Ecotours, Volcanoes, Lake Adventures and/or Relaxing... 


e Argentina ¢ Aruba ¢ Bay Islands ¢ Belize ¢ 
Ecuador ¢ El Salvador ¢ Galapagos Islands ¢ 
Guatemala ¢e Honduras ¢ Turks & Cai 


alcos ¢ 
Packages available from all major U.S. cities. 
For FAM trips, brochures or information call: 


800-334-8582 


or fax:(305)256-9389 
Blue Bonnett Tours, 12814 S.W. 122nd Ave., Miami, FL 33186 


CIRCLE NO. 123 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


























got better. Noweyou can. enjoy our. TUXEDO 
LEVEL SERVICE in two Florida locations. 
PALM BEACH is known for beautiful beaches, 
unlimited entertainment choices, great hotels 
like the Radisson on Singer Island and the 
#1 DRIFT DIVE IN THE US. 

KEY LARGO is known for its relaxing Keys 
atmosphere where.you'll enjoy the Best Western 
Suites and dive with us in the WORLD'S MOST 
POPULAR DIVE DESTINATION. : 


PAN gam Ox (i (0) (2) aoa DIAYAL O10 we (01,218 [ods 


1-800-WPB DIVE 


CORAL ISLAND CHARTERS 
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1! 8 SCENES IN FULL COLOR!!! 


Generic checks are for Generic People. 


Now, each time you do the boring job of writing checks, 
you can relive your diving thrills with this all new series of 
eight exciting scenes from the underwater worlds of 
such famous photographers as Steve Botes, Howard 
Hall, Steve Frink and Doug Perrine, as they explore 
Pennekamp, Cozumel, Cayman and Bimini. 

TO ORDER CHECKS — PLEASE ENCLOSE: 

1. Avoided sample check with all changes clearly marked. 

2. Adeposit slip. 

3. The order form below completely filled out. 

4. Acheck payable to Identity Check Printers. (U.S. Funds ONLY) 

ORDERS SHIPPED VIA 3RD CLASS MAIL-ALLOW 2-4 WEEKS 
FOR DELIVERY.(NO SHIPMENTS OUTSIDE USA) 


IDENTITY CHECK PRINTERS BOX 818 PARK RIDGE, IL 60068 


These top bound personal size checks are printed in full color.One part 
deposit slips and check register are included. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


SINGLE CHECKS DUPLICATES 
L1200 — $9.95 [1150 — $12.95 
[1400 — $17.50 C1300 — $22.50 
sranring wo.[____] estat 
ENTER AMOUNT FOR CHECKS 


__ SHIPPING & HANDLING $1.00 
LJFIRST CLASS MAIL, ADD $3.50 
Cups 2ND DAYAIR« ADD $5.75 


(-] CHECKBOOK COVER, ADD $1.00 


Ol For Sept Lettering, dd $2.00 
(DAN LOGO, ADD $3.00 
TOTAL 
NAME 
Daytime phone number: ( ) 


For your protection checks will be shipped to the printed address unless we are instructed otherwise. 
ESTAB. 1946 — MEMBER: BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU - CHICAGO 


7-93 24 HR. Voice Mail: 312.992.0890 7-93 
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Been There... Dived That! 
Dive the World with Us 


SEYCHELLES 


Exotic Indian Ocean locale. Combined with an African safari, 
it's the vacation of a lifetime. Low air from 9 US gateway cities. 


PR PALAU-TRUK-YAP 3 
The essential jewels of the Pacific. Probably the best 
diving in the world — and easy to get to. 


EE RED SEA-EGYPT 3 


From shore diving on the Sinai to luxury liveaboards 
on the Southern Red Sea. Nile Valley, too! 


EX MALPELO-COCOS-GALAPAGOS ij 


he Hammerheads of Malpelo and the Hannibal 
Banks await the sailing of The Coral Star. 


MALDIVES Ji 
Spectacular Indian Ocean diving. Liveaboard or land based. 


THAILAND 


Nudibranchs to whale sharks: almost everything is found here. 


Customized Trips, 
Expertly Planned. 


With LOWer airfares 
than you would expect. 
http://www.worlddive.com 


OWorld jiveAdventures 


1-800-433-DIVE 


Been There... Dived That! 

Plan Your Next Trip the Smart Way: | 
Talk to an Instructor 

Who HAS Been There and Dived It. 


some of our most popular destinations: 



























BONAIRE from $649 
BELIZE from $629 







ROATAN/BAY ISLANDS FiiEeeYé 
CAYMAN ISLANDS from $609 





CAYMAN BRAC (map) Fite: 


ST. LUCIA 














SABA 
DOMINICA 
CURACAO 
PROVO & GRAND TURK 
NASSAU & BAHAMAS [RIES 





Prices for 7 nian, full diving packages, per person, dbl occ., low season, 
excl. air. Other destinations, trip lengths and options are available. 


MER Liveaboards Worldwide Jj 


BALLYMENA 
CARIBBEAN EXPLORER 
THE AGGRESSOR FLEET 

PETER HUGHES' DANCER FLEET 


Bonaire Suite Summer S 


Why Stay in.a Hotel Room... 
When You Can Have a Suite? 


7 ee in a 1-bedroom Suite w/Bath & F 
boat dives; unlimited shore diving; breakfast; 
transfers; maps; posters; taxes and service charges. 


Only $970 FROM MIAMI ! ! ! (ppdo) 
4 divers in a 2-bedroom suite: $849 each 
6 divers in a 3-bedroom suite: $796 each 


-$40 weekdays. +$150 from Atlanta. Valid 4/15/96-12/14/96. 
No restrictions/blackouts. Subject to availability. 

















Call Jen & Phil for other destinations 
other resorts, other lengths of trips, 
and LOW airfare from your town. 
http://www.worlddive.com 


Call the Dive 
Travel Specialist 
that Everyone 
Respects & Trusts 





(aribbean Adventures 
1-800-934-DIVE 
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BAY ISLANDS 
foal 









UTILA, REEF RESORT 
* BEST SHORE DIVING IN 
THE BAY ISLANDS 
+3 BOAT DIVES A DAY 
* UNLIMITED SHORE DIV- 
ING DAY AND NIGHT 
*AIR CONDITIONED 
ROOMS 
* ALL INCLUSIVE 
* SECLUDED, SMALL, 
PERSONALIZED 


CALL FOR RATES 
AND BROCHURE 
1-800-263-9876 
















VAN A AVAVA 
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PALAU 


Personalized professional dive tours! 
Affordable hotel packages! 
SAM‘S DIVE TOURS 


(ph) 011-680-488-1062, (fax) 011-680-488-5003 
Diving with the personal touch!!! 
DIVE DISCOVERY i 886-7321 


(415) 274-8926, (fax) (415) 781-0213 
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Bs Pro 42’- $90 Two tank dives 
Phone# ' ) banat | 
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BELIZE «© CAYMANS e BONAIRE e BVI 
Imagine yourself diving in 
a Lovely Blue Lagoon . . . 


Blue Lagoon 


S- ADVENTURES, INc. 


800-216-2997 


PHONE (516) 628-3100/FAX (516) 628-8713 


The Caribbean's Crystal Clear waters 
are waiting for you! Let Blue Lagoon 
Adventures, your personal dive 
travel specialists take you there! 











DOMINICA « USVI * ST.LUCIA ¢« SABA 
SVINNVHVS © XIOHD LS e SODIVD F SHYHNL 





ARUBA e¢ BAY ISLANDS «e ST. VINCENT 
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87770 Overseas Highway 
Islamorada, Florida 


(305) 852-9915 


Close fo attractions, but far away from crowds, Lookout Lodge offers 
Superior studios, one and two bedroom suites, a private beach, cook- 
ing facilities, fabulous sunsets, and a USCG certified dive boat on 
premises. Our dive boat the “Sea Raven” is less than a one minute 
walk from your room. With @ maximum of twelve divers aboard you 
will never feel crowded. Beautiful reefs are minutes away. 


RESERVATIONS: (800) 870-1772 


SCUBA DIVING 
ECO & ADVENTURE TRAVEL 


Call us for our weekly specials 


1-800-443-0717 


Fax: 305-666-2292 
E-mail: bahia@gate.net 
http://www.empg.com/bahia/tours 


Bahia Yours 
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me COZUMEL...S0 NEAR YET WORLDS APART! ¥ 





Cozumel Equalizers, Fiesta Inn, Ky 
and Reef & Rainforest are working 
together to offer you... 


The Best of Cozumel! \ 


* 
i \ 
) 


FIESTAINN g 


COZUMEL 


KQUALIZERS 


SCUBA CENTER 


z  4night/3 dive day package from $282! 
m= = Tnight/5 dive day package from $481! 





% Includes 2 tank boat dive, tax, complimen- 
fe tary check out beach dive per person based j 

on double occupancy. . 
aad =—Ss Enjoy uncrowded, personalized service 
\ with 6-7 divers on a boat, longer bottom } 
7 time & the most professional dive masters 
« in Cozumel. Call Today 


REEF & RAINFOREST 


Worldwide Adventure Travel 














Fax 415/289-1763 E-mail: rnrtravel@aol.com 


Internet: http://www.reefrainfrst.com 
A WRAL A 


CIRCLE NO. 66 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


hee 














































> Closest Boat to Orange County 

> 54-foot, Sleeps 22 

> Full Galley and Lounge 

Pm Serving the Southern California 
Channel Islands 


ed dS 


(310) 493-0951 
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Underwater Photo-Tech 


Repairs of underwater camera systems! 
Sales, service, custom modifications, rentals 


One Call Does It All 


(603)432-1997 
16 Manning St. * Suite 104 » Derry, NH 03038 
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The Most Extensive Lodging Choices pet 
and Discount Airfares to —_ 7 


Bonaire's Best Diving! Mh 
we 71/1 Alda 


ISLAND 


Call for our brochure. 
800-748-8738 © (601)858-7547 = | ADVENTURES 
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When you call or visit 
our advertisers, 
be sure to say you saw 
their ads in 


SCUBA DIVING 


THE MAGAZINE DIVERS TRUST 


































































TRAVEL 


ee 25! oe. S = 2 Wet Around the World 
tee = 6 Scuba & Adventure Travel 
| A.B.C.’sS 


ASIA 
PRIVATE DIVE RESORT... AUSTRALIA 
| BAHAMAS 
16 fabulous Boat Dives a COZUMEL 
Unlimited Shore Diving CAYMAN 


, COSTA RICA 
450' natural sandy Beach BELIZE 


Palms, flowers, fruit trees E LATIN AMERICA y, a 





Air Conditioned rooms e MALAYSIA 
Hammocks, ceiling fans, beach 4 MICRONESIA 

bar * 3 great meals a day et 

Beach Parties « Free aan ~~ Where you travel does make a difference! 
drink Personalized Service By. Call for Package Specials! 


Call your local dive shop or ' | 1-800-990-3839 
1-800-4-ROATAN for details Pe: : F 
i Destination 
Gaylslands |) Unknown 
Beach Resort | ~ exotic 


Roatan, Bay Islands, Honduras, C.A. 
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Dive —<-<@ | DIVE ALL DAY 


Nebraska! —sSsew wi SUPER 
Millions of years ago, the midwest SNORKEL 


was JHE dive destination. Let 
Enjoy real diving 


Reet t Rainforest take you to faaxdinha ith ab 
today's ultimate dive sites — Palau, unlimited air 















supply! It’s 
PNG, Thailand, compact and 
the Red Sea, lightweight. 
the Caribbean. ... bien 
and beyond. favorite 
dive spots. 
Call: 
800 794-9RNR Call or Write: 
INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
CIRCLE NO. 129 ON READER SERVICE CARD 3785 All. 19 N. Suite R / Paim Harbor, FL 34683 


(613) 934-4619 


BONNE TERRE 


The world’s only underground dive resort! ~/\ A 


info: 4 ee yelek} tc: meee 
Soe ae 1-800-247-3483 
ae Filmed and Dived by : or fax Splash directly at 1-680-488-1741 
* Jaques Cousteau at ses 


Year-Round Diving 
Air Temp. 62° 
Water Temp. 58° 
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May 18219 ¢ 


100 Foot Visibility SAT10-6 g¢ ° 

SUN 11-5:30 "@ 

at War Memorial ° 

Only | hour south of St. Louis! FT Laud. FL 305-891-6095e 
Become a Deep Earth Diver! eooeeeeeeoeeee 
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LL eo —. y a ARKRAC —_— 
WaSslOreocs 


PRO DIVE CAIRNS - GREAT BARRIER REEF - 3 day/2 
night live-aboard cruises to the outer reef 4 times weekly, 
11 dives Au $350.00 - U.S. $250.00. PADI 5-Star IDC 
Beginner - Instructor courses. Day trips daily, Cod Hole 
& Coral Sea twice weekly. Ph Intl+6170 315255 - 
Fax Intl+6170 519955. 

TAKA DIVE - “The Friendly Alternative.” Regular live- 
aboard dive trips to the COD HOLE on Taka II & CORAL 
SEA on Taka Ill. Ph. Aussie direct - 1-800-241-7690, 
fax 6170-312739. 


LUXURY ABACO VILLAS sleep 6; A/C, tennis, pool. 
World-class deep sea & bone fishing. Great scuba, 
snorkeling, boating to deserted islands. 1-800-322-7757. 


HIGHTIDE WATERSPORTS - Small groups, personalized 
service. Fast custom boat, PADI Resort member, photo & 


video, all watersports. Phone/fax 809-432-0931. 


REEF HOUSE RESORT/MAYAN VIP TOURS - Dive 
Roatan’s resplendent reef, non-diver activities. Mayan 
Ruins, adventure, tropical tours on mainland 
Honduras. 1-800-328-8897. 
ROATAN - Secluded beach house w/private dock, fully 
furnished, 3BR, 2BA, sun deck. Easy access to diving. 
303-420-1187. 
ROATAN/CENTRAL AMERICA - Best dive resorts, live- 
aboards in Bay Islands & Costa Rica. Special airfare 
peed es, individuals or groups. 1-800-367-5960. 
OATAN RESORTS/BELIZE & TOBAGO TOO. Best 
diving, resorts, live-aboards, airfare, beach house 
rentals. From $599, full week. 1-800-392-6292. 
ROATAN TRAVEL SPECIALIST - Roatan, Belize & 
beyond. Wide selection of budget to luxury dive resorts 
& live-aboards. Call the Roatan leader. LANDFALL ADV 
TRVL, U.S./CANADA 1-800-525-3833, CA 510-794-1599. 


BELIZE DIVE PACKAGES - For individuals & groups. 
Aggressive pricing. Economy to luxury, land or live- 
aboard. Special airfare packages. 1-800-367-5960. 
oceansu @psin.com. 
BELIZE’S PREMIER DIVE FACILITY - Reef dives, Blue 
Hole pS Hotel/dive ae starting at $399. Gaz’s 
Belize Dive Center. 1-800-938-0860. 
CASA COZUMEL VACATION VILLAS & CONDOS 
Surprisingly affordable gree in private homes. Air/dive/car 
ackages. Call 1-800-558-5145, 713-558-3430. 
LACENCIA DIVE SHOP, KITTY’S PLACE -Placencia, 
Belize. Beach resort. Full-service dive shop. Virtually 
untouched reef. 501-62-3227 (Tel), 501-62-3226 (Fax). 
SAINT GEORGE’S LODGE - Top-quality diving & 
certifications. Weekly packages from $1,349.00. 
Arrive/depart ANY DAY. Excellent food & 
accommodations. 011-501-244190, 1-800-678-6871. 


BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN - P.O. Box 68, Bonaire, 
N.A. All sites, air, sales, rentals, PADI 5-Star full 
instruction. All rooms A/C, TV, pool. Phone 011-5997-8819 
8 am - 5 pm, fax 011-5997-5295 24 hrs., E-mail 75317, 
667 @compuserve.com. 

HAPPY HOLIDAY HOMES - P.O. Box 216. Clean, 
affordable, 1, 2, & 3 A/C BR bungalows, full kitchen, 
microwave, cable TV, hot shower, garden, quiet location. 
011-5997-8405, 011-5997-8605. 

TOWNHOUSE ON THE BEACH - 2BR/3BA, great 
shore/boat diving. Dive shop close by, snorkle & 
windsurf, too. Phone/fax 516-694-3430. 


DIVE SIPADAN PARADISE! The diver’s mecca, 
beachfront rustic resort at Sipadan Island, Borneo. Full 
diving facilities, guided boat dives, unlimited beach dives. 
Tel: 6088-223918, fax 6088-233562, 235055. 


DIVE BVI LTD. - W/4 convenient locations in the BVI. 
Hotel & dive Sal ee available starting as low as 
$665/pp for a 7-night/5-day diving pacege. Call direct 
for information or reservations. 1-800-848-7078. 

BLUE WATER DIVERS - P.O. Box 846, Road Town, 
Tortola, BVI. Mike & Keith Royle, PADI instructors. Dive 
tours, intro courses, rentals, air fills, rendezvous. Phone 
809-494-2847, fax 809-494-0198. 

PROMENADE - 65’ MULTIHULL YACHT. Luxury for 
divers, er eed & families, too. Great food, fine 
service, full watersports. Call 1-800-526-5503/ 
809-494-3853/ fax 5577. Online at: http://www.yachts- 
on-line.com/promenade. 


CAYMAN BRAC BARGAINS! Deluxe beachfront 
vacation homes/condos. 7 nights/5 days fantastic diving 
from $452 per diver. Call Jim, Brac Vacation Specialists 
since 1987. 1-800-972-9795. 
CAYMAN BRAC LUXURIOUS VALUE - Spacious 2BR 
condos on white sand beach. Palm trees, restaurant, 
pool, friendly people. Ideal location, terrific value, dive 
pag rom $670/diver, quad occupancy. Free 
rochure. Brac Caribbean Beach Village, Box 4-R, 
Stake Bay, Cayman Brac, BWI; toll free 
1-800-791-7911, fax 809-948-1111. 
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CAYMAN DIVING LODGE on Grand Cayman’s East 
End. pale wey. Grand Cayman’s East End since 1972. 
Experience the best diving in the Cayman Islands! 
Inclusive dive vacation packages. All services (dive 
operation, ening; bar, hotel) located on-site at our small, 
secluded beachfront dedicated diving lodge. Get away 
from the crowds & experience the Cayman of Yesterday. 
We guarantee the best value _in the Cayman Islands. 
Call anytime! 800-TLC-DIVE. U.S. & Canada, fax 
806-798-7568. 

EXPERIENCE GRAND CAYMAN’S EAST END - Virgin 
diving. Uncrowded, best in Cayman. Call OCEAN 
FRONTIERS, 809-947-7500. 


COSTA RICA TRAVEL SPECIALIST - Wide selection of 
scuba, jungle, & white water rafting tours. Land based. 
Live-aboards. Customized Kgs. all LANDFALL ADV. 
TRVL. - U.S/CANADA 1-800-525-3833, CA. 510-794-1599. 


FiJl REAL ESTATE - Beachfront_lots, islands, diving 
resorts for sale. Contact TDC, Box 228, Suva, Fiji. 
Phone 679-311075, fax 679-303160. 

FIJI TRAVEL SPECIALIST - Wide selection_of budget, 
luxury, & honeymoon dive / vacation resorts. Customized 
ee island prerces available. Call LANDFALL 
ADV. TRVL. U.S./ CANADA 1-800-525-3833, 
CA. 510-794-1599. 


ADVANCE YOUR DIVING SKILLS - Cavern & Nitrox 


classes in N. Central Florida aprings. Technical 
Instruct: Cave & Tri-Mix. MANATEE SNORKEL 
TOURS, guided dives, u/w video. Call Birds 


Underwater, 1-800-771-2763. 

LEARN FROM WORLD RECORD DIVER, HAL WATTS 
Beet Air to 300’, rebreathers, Nitrox, Trimix, Cavern. 

9487 NW 115th Avenue, Ocala, FL 34482-1007. 

904-368-7974, fax 904-351-1924. 

WHEN DISCOVERING SOUTH FLORIDA’S u/w 
paradise, relax aboard Omega Blue’s custom 6- 
Race ete vessel. 4 day PADI certification. 
ttp://www.omegablue.com, e-mail: omegablu @ gate.net. 
1-800-755-3111, 305-783-3111. 


BAYVIEW KEY LARGO CONDO - 2BR, sleeps 6, pool, 
tennis, sauna, boat slip, near Pennekamp, sunsets from 
condo, $650/wk. Owner 1-800-484-4964 #0598. 

BILL HARRELL’S DIVE INSTRUCTION - Private PADI 
instruction from Master Instructor. Open water through 
Divemaster, referrals, 20 specialties. All courses include 
ees Upper nae Call 1-800-959-DIVE. 

DELUXE KEY LARGO CONDO directly on Black Water 
Sound. Beautifully furnished, 2BR/1_ 1/2 BA unit 
accommodates 6 near Speed's Dive centers, 
marinas & Largo Cut. Scuba, snorkel, water sports, 
pening, ools & tennis. Private marina w/ramp. 
$550/w Bia00/mo. 419-726-5429. _ 

FLORIDA’S LOWER KEYS - Vacation rentals 1, 2, & 
3BR waterfront homes. $450 - $2,000 wooly: 
po ee furnished. Miley Real Estate, 1-800-553-2827. 
KEY LARGO - 3 days/2 nights in oceanfront _luxury 
condos. 6 dives, tanks & air included. 
dive shops welcome. Other packages available. 
Call 1-800-465-2533. 

KEY _LARGO’S SECLUDED CARIBBEAN 
PLANTATION - Amy Slate’s Amoray Dive Resort. 
Superb rooms & villas orenoaking Florida Bay. Scuba, 
snorkel, Eco-Tours, underwater & sunset weddings, & 
USCG Duane dives aboard our new_45 ft. catamaran. 
Pennekamp, Marine Sanctuary & the Everglades! PADI, 
NAUI, & BSAC Instruction. reat value 
dive/accommodation eee from $67.50 per day, 
tanks & weights. Stay 4 nights, 5th night FREE (some 
restrictions apply). 1-800-4-AMORAY. 
KEY WEST’ premiet dive center is Southpoint Divers. 
2 Pro 42 jet boats. Small groups. PADI 5-Star. 
Instructor career training; dive pegragee 714 Duval 
Street, Key West, FL 1-800-824-6811; E-mail: 
Southpoint@ aol.com. FL lic.1716. 

LOOE KEY LIVE-ABOARD - 2 days/1 night all-inclusive. 
Unlimited diving, FREE PADI Advanced Course 
included. Instructor & group rates. Sea-Clusive 
Charters, 305-872-3940. 

TILDEN’S SNORKEL & SCUBA SHACK - Key West. 
Deluxe waterfront accommodations, new 45’ catamaran, 
reef trips w/sunset cruises, open-water certifications, 
check-out dives, many more amenities, affordable dive 
packages. 1-800-370-7745. 


$289 pp. Groups, 


LAMMER LAW - 95 FT. TRIMARIN - Experience 
fantastic u/w & topside wildlife encounters while enjoying 
affordable el Call the Galapagos leader. 
* LANDFALL ADV TRVL U.S./CANADA 1-800-525-3833, 
CA 510-794-1599. 


DIVE MAUI - Outer island trips, best locations, affordable 
pacsages. Caverns, turtles, walls! NAUI/ PADI/ SSI/ 
ASDS/ Nitrox. 808-667-2080. E-mail: 
offshore @ maui.net. 
ECO-ADVENTURES - 1-800-949-3483, fax 808-329-7091. 
eae, 2-tank charters w/lunch. Manta, Blue water 
& Long range dives. Instruction, PADI 5-Star IDC. 
Air/room/car. ALL ISLANDS! 
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NITROX TROPICAL DIVERS OF KAUAI - Hawaii's first 
PADI Enriched Air Diver Certification! Underwater 
scooters; Kayaks. Easy, Safe, FUN! FREE information: 
1-800-NX5-DIVE. 

OAHU’S BEST DIVING off the Leeward Coast! 
RAINBOW DIVER II, glass bottom dive boat. Small 
groups, professional crew. 1-800-982-6747 for FREE 

loha Packet. 


JAMAQUA SCUBA CENTRE - Tel. 809-973-4845, fax 
809-973-4875. P.O. Box 65, Runaway Bay, W.!. PADI 
5-Star. E-6 pers th video, 3 dives daily. Night dives, 
4 qual. PADI instructor guides. Hotel dive packages. 
NEGRIL SCUBA CENTRE - P.O. Box 49, Negril, 
Jamaica. PADI dive shop. Beginner lessons, dive 
package, PADI, SSI certification. Video rental, night 
dive, 3 dives daily w/instructors & guides. 


A - CLUB KUPPS Sea of Cortez 1-800-499-1600. 
Exclusive dive/sail vacation. Magnificent 3BR/3BA full 
appointed beach house, 26 ft. sailboat, dive boat, 
waverunners, luxury van, staff. All inclusive packages. 
Call for brochure. ASA & PADI certification available. 
AKUMAL - COZUMEL - CHINCHORRO - Caribbean 
home & condo rentals. Dive packages, barrier reef, 
cavern & cave diving. Beautiful beaches, lagoons, & 
ancient Mayan temples. Call for free 
brochures. 1-800-243-7480. 

BAJA EXPEDITIONS - SEA OF CORTEZ 1-800-843-6967 
Fax: 619-581-6542. Live-aboard trips to La Paz & 
Socorro Island. Hotel Bagk ages w/3 
dives/day. 2625 Garnet Ave., San Diego, CA. 92109. 
CABO & LA PAZ - Dive Sea of Cortez w/sea lions, 
hammerheads, whalesharks, dolphins, mantas. Best 
accommodations, dives, airfare. Land, live-aboard, 
individuals, groups. 1-800-367-5960. ye 
COZUMEL GETAWAYS - 2, 3, 5BR, A/C, kitchen, living 
area, pool, spa, dive pkgs., auto rentals. 
Tel/fax 011-52-987-24514, U.S. fax 806-798-1218. 
COZUMEL HOMES FOR RENT - Seafront homes 1-10 BR. 
Town homes 1-4 BR. Dives, car rentals, archaeological 
trips arranged. 1-800-833-5971. 

COZUMEL - VILLAS EL CARACOL - 1 to 3 BR from 
$95/night. Pool, A/C, maid, gear-rinse, kitchens, resident 
manager & more! Escape hotel rooms, enjoy real 
Mexico. Call U.S. Owner - 1-800-291-2715. 
WHOLESALE MEXICO - Cabo, Cozumel, Baja. Central 
America, Caymans, Caribbean also. Air, land, &_dive 
packages. Reservations thru U.S. office. Pacific Coast 
Adveniures. 1-800-491-3483. 

XCALAK - Sandwood Villas Beach & Lagoon Resort. 
Second largest barrier reef, Chinchorro Bank. Snorkel, 
dive, fish, birdwatch, relax. 24-hr. electricity, stoves, 
refrigs. Call 011-52-983-80404. 


STORYBOARD DIVING - Be within 15 minutes of 
Palau’s incredible diving while sta ing at the Storyboard 
Beach Resort on Peleliu Island. PADI instructor. Ph/fax 
680-488-3280, fax 680-488-1725. 


DIVE THE “GRAVEYARD OF THE ATLANTIC” alon 
the Crystal Coast of North Carolina. Packages from $99! 
Call 1-800-972-DAYS for brochure. 


WHITETIP DIVERS - Tel. 011-632-521-0433, 011-526-2628/9, 
fax 011-632-522-1165, whitetip@mnl.sequel.net. Dive 
anywhere in the Phils. Resorts, live-aboards, safaris, 
courses, Custom tours & packages. We do it all. Joncor 
Il Bldg. Unit 206/7/8, 1362 Mabini, Ermita, Mnl. Phil. 


CAPTAIN’S QUARTERS - Victorian guest house 
w/sweeping ocean/mountain views. Packages w/all dive 
shops. Direct. 212-289-6031, fax - 212-289-1931 or 
Caradonna Tours 1-800-328-2288. Dive Saba 
Travel , 1-800-883-SABA. Summer discounts available. 
THE GATE HOUSE - Six charming rooms w/spectacular 
ocean views. Cafe open nightly. Package rates w/all 
dive shops. Direct 011-5994-62416, fax 011-5994-62529 
U.S. 708-354-9641. 


SEAHORSE INN - Marigot Bay. Small, intimate bed & 
breakfast. Pool. Reasonable rates. Packages w/major 
dive shops. Ph. 809-451-4436, fax 809-451-4872. 


ST. VINCENT / BEQUIA TRAVEL SPECIALIST - 
Widest selection of scuba, vacation & honeymoon 
economy to luxury resorts. Call LANDFALL ADV. TRVL. 
U.S./ CANADA 1-800-525-3833, CA 510-794-1599. 


TOBAGO EXPERTS! Manta diving. Full info on air 
travel & all resorts. 1-800-224-3866. 


PROVIDENCIALES - Dive w/ARTHUR DEAN, most 
renown PADI Divemaster on Provo! Private charter, max 
6. Possibility of “combo” w/fishing! Provo Wall Divers, 
tel/fax 809-946-4527. 


DIVING 





LOW_KEY WATERSPORTS, ST. JOHN - PADI 5-Star 
IDC Training Facility. arty, ee through experts. 
Certifications & PADI, NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals 
welcome. Dive packages. 1-800-835-7718, 809-693-8999. 
ST. JOHN - Affordable 1BR condo. Sleeps 4. Great 
view. Discounts on dive packages at Low Key. Owner: 
Ph/fax 609-265-2869. 


TANKS-A-LOT SCUBA & hotel Papcdes from $195 
beachfront. Small groups - Personal attention. 
Professional - Experienced. Reasonable rates - Great 
service. 809-823-6301. 


CAYMAN ISLANDS: BEACH & BEYOND - Island 
discovery guidebook for walkers, hikers, runners, bikers, 
kayakers, naturalists, outdoor enthusiasts, active & 
adventure travelers. W/points of interest. maps, flora, 
fauna, clubs, contacts, travel info. $19.95. In book stores 
or from Martha Smith, P.O. Box 323-C18, Peapack, NJ 
07977. Tel 908-234-1948. 


WORKING MORE, enjoying life less? Distribute wild 
organic nutritional products from home w/potential 
earnings of $5,000/mo. w/in first year. Start up appx. 
$150. 1-800-659-6318. 


DESIGN CONSULTANT - HP air compressors, scuba 
regulators, spearguns, pressure gauges, filters, scuba 
certification, special compressor oils. Please call 
904-829-7025. 


DON’T DIVE ALONE!! Find your perfect buddy for a 
dive, a season, or forever. New & experienced divers 
welcome. U.S./Caribbean/Canada. Partners In Diving, 
Inc., P.O. Box 9661, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33310. 
1-800-443-3483. 

SPEND THE SUMMER AT SEACAMP! We need 
exceptional staff members (scuba instructors & 
experienced divers) to teach & supervise teens in a 
residential camp setting focused on the marine 
environment. Marine sciences, scuba, sailing, 
windsurfing & traditional camp activities. June - Aug. 
Bae, OOM: board & more! Contact Seacamp, 1300 
Bi ine Avenue, Big Pine Key, FL 3043. 
305-872-2331. 
SPORTOURS - Dive travel to all worldwide locations. 
Complete land & air packages. Call for brochure. 
Nationwide: 1-800-660-2754, www.sportours.com1. 


FIlJl - SOUTH PACIFIC SEASIDE LOTS - Breathtakin 
views amongst tropical rainforest. The Soft Cora 
pene Dive, fish, surf. Adjacent resort. From 
27K/terms. 415-455-5464. 

LITTLE CAYMAN CONDOS - 2BR, 1 1/2 BA & 3BR, 3 
1/2 BA condos, superb location on sandy, safe 
swimming beach, only 4 remain. Starting U.S. $275,000. 
Details & brochure - McLaughlin Properties, Little 
Cayman, Cayman Islands. Phone 809-948-1000, fax 
809-948-1001. 

BELIZE - $6995 FOR 40 ACRES of tropical paradise. 
Several tracts available. 1-800-471-1132 - owner, 
fax 904-245-8939. P.O. Box 6695, Ocala, FL 34478. 


ULTIMATE VACATION GETAWAY - Avoid crowds. 
Affordable, magical, sail & dive charters. Private, luxury 
floating resorts. Individuals, couples, small groups. 
1-800-484-2207 ext. SAIL., http://www.henge.com/~saildive. 
E-mail: saildive @ henge.com. 


FLORIDA KEYS REEF DIVING - Cozumel, Mexico 
spectacular underwater beauty. $12.95 each or $19.95 
for both. S&H included in the U.S. Sun Valley Farms, 
5175 E. Sun Valley Lane, Springfield, MO 65802. 
HASSLE-FREE SALT WATER AQUARIUM - Everything 
zou need to know for easy, beautiful, low-maintenance 
anks. Learn from a pro on detailed home video. Indoor 
Ocean Videos, 2313 Merle Circle, V.B., VA 23455. 
$19.95 + $3 S&H. 

INCREDIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL & RECREATIONAL 
VIDEOS! - Fantastic dive previews & reviews - Cayman 
Islands #3240. $24.98/Miami #3238. $24.98/Pennekamp 
#3239. $24.98/Night Diving #3491. $39.98. Underwater 
Photography Clinic by Cathy Church #3497. $39.98. 
Underwater BP eaatap ny by Robert “Tuna” Townsend 
#3496. $39.98. ee ater Diver Certification #3489. 
$39.98. Open Water Snorkeling & Skin Diving 
Instruction #3492. #39.98. Scuba Gear Maintenance 
#5221. $19.98. (S&H $5.95). Call to c ! 1-800-469-7977 
Ext. 74292 or write Total eng ystems, 400 Morris 
Ave., Dept. 74292, Long Beach, NJ 0/740. 
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AFFORDABLE WATCHES FOR ACTIVE PEOPLE 
FROM CHRONOSPORT 





The ISLANDER combines quartz accuracy and reliability The NEPTUNE never needs batteries and is the perfect watch 

with classic styling. Perfect for anyone who appreciates for the eco-conscious, value-conscious 90s. The finely crafted 
performance and value. Rated to 330 feet (10 Atm.) with 21 jewel self-winding (automatic) movement is visible through 
security crown and bracelet lock, tempered mineral crystal a tempered glass back. 12-month warranty. 

with calendar magnifier, one-way timing bezel. 12-month Japanese quality and value. $129 

warranty. Japanese quality and value. $89 

Two-tone with black dial and bezel. $99 


* Specify Men’s, Midsize or Ladies F x bare 
CHRONOSPORT INC. 

25 VAN ZANT STREET PC) RT 
NORWALK, CONNECTICUT 06855 USA 


FAX (800) 832-6146 - VOICE (203) 853-9593 AVAILABLE FROM SELECTED FINE RETAILERS 
1-800-222-9057 OR DIRECT FROM THE IMPORTER. 
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ERE PERT ERY OPTI TE ENT YT rN OT ere 


fter a frustrating day off the Patagonian coast of Argentina trying to photograph dusky dol- 
phins—Lagenorhynchus obscurus—I wrote in my journal, “Il wish obscurus would not be so 
obscure.” 

Like a good pizza, the key to this assignment was in the anchovies, the primary prey 
species for dusky dolphins. The dusky, an inshore species related to white-sided dolphins, is 
found in temperate and cold waters throughout the southern hemisphere. Where there are anchovies, 
you’ll find the dusky dolphin. But getting to the anchovy school to photograph this feeding behavior before 
the dolphins got there was another matter. Many times | would arrive at the center of a feeding frenzy, but 
by the time I slipped into the water, the dolphins—and the anchovies—had long departed, leaving a green 
and empty ocean. Were it not for the silver scales of dead anchovies falling through the water column, | 
would have thought it all a dream. But persistence pays off, and on many occasions | found myself at the 
center of a feeding frenzy. 

Diving the inshore waters of southern Argentina is not unlike diving off New Jersey. The water is 
green continental shelf water with little visibility. After the dolphins had their fill of fish, they would often 
swim around us in a curious fashion. My dive assistant, Bora Merdsoy, is framed by a group of curious 
dusky dolphins in this photograph. 
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Text and photography 
by BILL CURTSINGER 
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Not that we're suggesting you don't 
need your brain. 

_ However, the Aladin Nitrox takes 
care of all the complex calculations 
required to dive on Oxygen enriched 
air. So your brain is free to do other 
things. Like enjoy the dive. 

As with all dive computers, the 
Aladin Nitrox lets you maximize your 
bottom time by taking advantage of 
multi-level diving calculations. 

Like the Aladin Air X, it adapts to an 
individual diver's behavior and calculates 
how much air you will need to get to 
the surface. 

Program in your increased Oxygen 
level, and the Aladin Nitrox gives you a 
significantly extended bottom time. 

The Aladin Nitrox lets you dive on 
air or program in an amount of Oxygen 
from 22% to 50%, in 2% increments. 

Because a PC is not required to 
change the O, mixture, you can dive on 
different mixtures throughout the day. 
The Aladin Nitrox simply recalculates 
your bottom times, when you change 
the Nitrox mixture. 

The Aladin Nitrox estimates the 
Oxygen uptake according to workload 
and has a CNS clock to keep an eye on 
Oxygen toxicity. 

Also the maximum partial pressure 
of Oxygen can be programmed via a PC. 

The Aladin Nitrox does all the 
calculations in its brain so you don't 
have to do them in yours. 

Naturally, there are a few technical 
details you should know about Nitrox 
before you use the Aladin, and these 
are taught at any number of specialized 
dive centers. 

All in all, the most trying thing about 
the Aladin Nitrox is deciding where you 
should dive. 
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ORIGINATORS OF THE ALADIN. 
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J. ROBERTS JEWELERS WATCHWORKS LOGHMAN JEWELERS 


Marlton, NJ 


IT'S A 


SUCCESS. 
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Chicago, IL 


Del Mar, CA 









TAGHeuer 


SWISS MADE SINCE 1860 








The 6000 Series in 
18-karat gold and steel. 
Water-resistant to 

200 meters. 












